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Sir Pf alter Ralegh. 

TIE Charaftcr of Sir Walter Ralegh is a Com- 
binatioh of fo many eminent Qualities, of the 
Sutefman, the Commander both at Sea and 
Land, and the Writer ; and the Courfe of his Life wai 
io full of rtmarkable and interefting Scenes at Jriome 
and Abroad, and of all the Varieties of Fortune, which 
Could Ihew the Extent and Vigour of his Mind in 
every Situatioh ; that, had he flourifh'd in the earlier* 
Ages of the World, th^ Hiftory of him would un- 
qucftionably have been the Choice of the Reman Nepos^ 
and the Grecian Plutarch ; nor Could the latter havd 
found juftet Parallels to him^ than tWo of the mcft 
illuftrious Naitifes of Antiquity, Xenophon and Cafar^ 
who were, like him, equal Matters of the Sword and 
the Pen, ^nd equally capable of performing the greatefl 
AAions, and recording them with Dignity. And 
it were to be wifh'd, fot* the I lonour of liis Country- 
fticn, that his Merits were rcprefented with all the 
Advantages of Style and Genius, of which the An- 
tients have left us fuch admirable Models, join'd to 
that Accuracy, which diftinguiflies the Moderns. 

a But 
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But no Subjeft, perhaps. Hands Icfs in need of the 
adventitious Ornaments of Eloquence, (tho* few deferve 
them more-,) fince even the fimpleft Narrative is 
fufficient to raife and gratify the public Curiofity, 
Of this Kind is the prefcnt Attempt, to draw a ge- 
neral Sketch of this great Man, by reducing into a 
ihort but comprehcnfivc View all the Fa£b relating 
to him, gather'd by the Induftry of former Writers, 
or difcovered by later Enquiries. And fuch arf Ac- 
count of him has a peculiar Propriety in this Place, 
as it will both give Light to, and receive it from 
the Colleftion, now exhibited to the World, of his 
invaluable Pieces, all of them hitherto fcatter'd, and 
few generally known ; tho* the Prefervation of them 
in fuch a Form has been a Debt long due to his 
Memory, to the Honour of our Language, and the 
Service of our Country. 

Sir Walter Ralegh was defcended cf an antient Fa- 
mily in Devorfjhire^ which was feated in that County 
before the Conqueft-, * and was fourth Son of Walter 
Ralegh Efq j of Fardel in the Parilh of Cornwood'^ 
eight Miles Eaft of Plymouth^ by his third Wife 
Catharine, Daughter of Sir Philip Champernon of 
Modbwy, and Reli6l of Otho Gilbert^ of tompton in 
Devon, Efq-, ^ He was born in the Year 1553, at 
Hayes, a pleafant Farm of his Father's, in the Parifh 
of Budley, in that Part of Devon/hire bordering Eaft- 
ward upon the Sea, near where the Ottery difcharges 
. itfelf into the Britijh Channel ^ After he had pafs'd 
thro* his firft Education at School, he was tranfplant- 
cd to the Univerfity of Oxford, where he became a 
Commoner of Oriel College \ as likewife of Chrijl 
Churchy according to Dr. Fuller *^ ^ and diftinguifh'd 

himfelf 

• Prince's Woithies of Devon, p. 530. andCldys's Life of Sir 
W^t. Ralegh fol. iv. v. ^ Wood, Athca. Oxon. vcl. J. Ccl. 
435. 2d Edit, and Oldys, fol. vi. « Wood, ibid and OJdysfol. 
vii. * Wood ibid. c ChurchHift. L.iv. fol. 104. and Lib. v. 
Scft. 3«. 
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nimlelf to great Advantage, both by the Strength 
and Vivacity of his Genius, and his Application to his 
Studies *". Upon his leaving the Univerfity, which 
he did without a Degree, after about three Years 
Refidence there «, he is affirmed by fome ? to have 
lettled himfelf in the Mddle-'Tempk^ and to have 
ftudied the Law : But this latter Affertion is evident-- 
ly a Miftake, fince he folemnly declared afterwards 
upon his Tryal, that he had never read a Word 
of Law or Statutes before he was a Prifoncr in the 
Tower \ So that if he was at all relldent in the 
Temple^ it was not as a Student there. Euc it is 
more probabk, that after his quitting the Univerfity^ 
he immediately went to France \ for in 1569, when 
he was not above feventeen Years of Age, he was one 
of the feleft Troop of an hundred Gentlemen Volun- 
teerS) whom Queen Elizabeth permitted Henry Cham- 
pimon to tr^nfport into that Kingdom^ for the Affif- 
tance of the Protcftant Princes there ^. This Troop 
of Horfe arrived in the French Camp on the 5th of 
OSober 1569^ and were very honourably receiv'd by 
the Queen of Navarre^ and the Princes * : But what 
particular Services they perform'd in France^ or how 
long they continued there^ we have no Account, 
either in our own Writers^ or tho(e of that Country. 
So great a Scene of Adtion, as the whole Kingdom of 
France was at that Period, gave Ralegh an excellent 
Opportunity of acquiring Experience in the Arc of 
War, and improving himfelf in the Knowledge of the 
Languages and Manners of Men; and his own 
History of the World contains fome Remarks, which 
he then made upon the Condud and Characters of 
ibme of the great Generals there, ot which he had been 

a 2 the 

^ Woed ibid. s Id. ibid. »» Id. ib. and Sir Rob. ^aun- 
ton's Fra^menta Regalia> p. 53. Edit. 1641.410. * Try al of Sir 
Walt. Ralegh, Semite Iryals, Vol. I. io\. 180. ^ Camden'g 

Anaales Regios Elizakthx p. 172.. Edit. Lugd. Batav. 162^. 
iThuawHift. lib. xl i. 
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Witnefs himlelf ". It appears likewlfe from that 
Work, that he was employed with his Troop in Lan- 
guedoc "; and engaged in 1569, in the Battle oi Men- 
contour in Poiilouj where Count Lewis of NaJfaUy 
Brother to U^tlliam the firft Prince ot Orange^ made 
the Retreat with fuch Prudence and Refolution, as 
fav'd one half of the Proteftant Army, then broken 
and difbanded **. Ralegh ftaid in France fome Time 
after the Death oi Charles IX. in May 1574, having 
fpent at leaft Six Years in that Kingdom p j fo that 
he could not have returned to England before the End 
of 1575; and the Year following, he had Chambers 
in the . Mddle-Templej if the commendatory Verfes 
prefixed to Mr. George Gafcoigne*s Steel Glafsj publi(h*d 
that Year, were of his Compofition, as the Name 
Walter Rawleyy tho* fpelt differently from his own 
Manner, and the Style and Turn of them, fhew 
them to be. 

The Aftivity of his Temper did not fuffer him 
to reft long at home, but drew him foon into the 
Wars in the Low Countries^ in the Service of the Prince 
of Orangey againft the Spaniards *» ^ in which he pro- 
bably had a Share in the Battle of Rimenanty on the i ft 
of Auguji 1578, wherein Don John of Auftriay natu- 
ral Son of the Emperor Charles V. and Governor ot 
the Low Countries for Philip II. King of Spainy met 
with fuch vigorous Refiftance, efpecially from the 
Englijh Forces commanded by Sir John Ncrris % that 
he was obliged to retreat with great Lofs and Difgrace, 
which he did n6t furvive above two Months. 

Soon after this, an Opportqnity was offer'd Ralegh 
of trying his Fortune at Sea; Sir Humphry Gilbert y his 
Brother oy the Mother's fide, having obtained a Patent 

of 

" Lib. V. cap. 2. Scwl. 5. and Scft. 8. ■ Lib. iv. cap. 2. 
Sea. 16. • Lib. V. cap. 2. Sea. 8. p OIJy», fol. x. 
9 rives Englilh and foreign, yol. fv p " 76. Edit. 170410 8vo. 
Naunton, p. 34. Aulicus Coquinaria;, p. 74, and OWjrs, L\. xi. 
' Metcren, Hift, dc« PayaBas, fol. 157, Edit. 1618. 
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of the Queen to plant and inhabit fome Northern 
Parts ti America^ unpoflefs'd by any Prince, with 
whom flie was in Alliance : upon which Occafion, 
Ralegh was one of a confiderable Number of Gentle- 
men, who engaged in an Expedition to Newfoundland^ 
which proved unfucccfsful. For Diviiions arifing 
amongft the Volunteers, and many failing of their 
Promifes, or refufing to embark when the Ships 
were ready, Sir Humphry ^ tlie General, was, in 1579, 
obiig'd to fet Sail with a few only of his aflured 
Friends, and after a variety of Misfortunes at Sea, 
returned widi the Lofs of one of his Ships in an En- 
gagement with the Spaniards^ in which Ralegh was 
cxpos'd to great Danger *. 

The next Year, 1580, upon the Defcent of the 
Spanijh and Italian Forces in IreLind^ under the Pope's 
Banner, for the Support of the Defuwidj in their 
Rebellion in Munjier^ he had a Captain's Commiflion 
under Arthur^ Lord Grey^ Baron of IVihon^ Lord De- 
puty of Ireland^ who went over into that Kingdom in 
Juguft that Year, and was a Man of great Courage 
and Induftry, but of equal Severity of Temper, which 
he particularly exercis'd towards the Irijh \ But the 
chief Services, which Captain Ralegh performed, were 
under Thomas^ Earl of Ormonde^ Governor of Mu?:- 
fter^ highly efteem'd by Queen Elizabeth for his 
Fidelity, as well as Capacity and Adivity. He fur- 
prized the IriJh Kerns at Rakele^ and having incloled 
them, took every Rebel upon the Spot, who was 
not flain in Refiftance. Among them there was 
one laden with withies, who being demanded, IVhat 
he intended to have done with them ? boldly anfwer'd. 
To have hung up the Englijh Churls: upon which Ralegh 
ordered- him to be immediately difpatch'd in that 
Manner, and the reft of thefe Robbers and Murderers 

a 3 '"to 

■ Oldvs, fol. xiii. < Hooker's Supply of the Irifh Chron. in 
the 2d vol. of HoUioihcd fol. 168. and Cox*8 hill, of Ireland, p. 
}66. 
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to be punilh'd according to their Deferts ". He 
aflifted likewife at the Siege of the Fort 'Del Ore^ which 
the Spamjh Succours under San Jofepho their Comman- 
der, affiftcd by their Irijh Confederates, had raifed and 
fortified, as a Place of Retreat, whenever they found 
themfelves diftrefs'd, as well as proper, by its Situa- 
tion upon the Bay of Smerix^ick in the County of Kersyy 
ior receiving fuch Supplies, as they expedled from 
Abroad. 1 he Lord Deputy Grey himfelf befieged this 
Fort by Land, while Sir IVilliam Wivter^ Admiral of 
the Fleet, attacked it by Sea; and Captain Ralegh 
commanded oftta in the Trenches, and contributed 
io much to the Reduftion of it, that it was at laft, on 
the 9th o^ November 1589, obliged to furrender at 
Difcretion ; and the greateft Part of the Garrifon put 
to the Sword, by Order of the Lord Deputy j a 
neceflary Severity, the Execution of which fell to the 
Share of the Captains Raleigh and Machvorth^ who 
had the Word of that Day, and firft enter'd the 
Caftle "*. During the Winter of this Year, Ralegh 
had his Quarters affign'd him at Cork^ where he hav- 
ing been an attentive Obferver of the feditious Prac- 
tices of David Lord Barry ^ Patrick Condon^ and other 
Ringleaders of the Rebellion in thefe Parts, to diftreis 
thofe, who were peaceably inclined, and to excite the 
DifafFefted to an Infurredion ; he took a Journey to 
Dublin to the Lord Deputy, and remonftrated to him 
the dangerous Confequences of thefe Pradticts in fo 
ftrong a manner, that his Lordlhip and the Council 
gave him a full Commiffion to feize the Caftle of 
Barry-Court^ with all the other Lands of Lord Barry^ 
and to reduce him to Peace and Subjedion by fuch 
Means, as he ftiould think proper ; for which Purpofe 
he was furnifli'd with a Party of Horfe. But during 
this Interval, fuch Meafures were taken by thofe in 

Authority 

■ Hooker, fol. 167. Cox, fol. 576. " Spenfer's View <f the 
State of Ireland, in the 6ch vol. of bis Works, and Hooker's 
Supply, fol. 17 I. 
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Authority at Cork^ as rendered the Commiffion of little 
Effeft. However, tho* the Eftatc of Barry-More was 
conveyed over to the Mother of David Barry, and 
only rented to the Son, and tho' it was his principal 
Seat ; yet partly thro* fear of Ralegh^ Commiffion, 
and partly thro' Refentment, that Lord himfelf burnt 
the Caftle to the Ground, and laid wafte the Country 
about it, with greater Outrage and Deftruftion, than 
even the Zeal of his Enemies, if they had taken it, 
v/ould have extended to. Ralegh, in his Return to' 
Cork, was attacked by Fitz-Ldinonds, Senefchal of 
rmokelly, an old Rebel of Barrf^ P^afticn, with a Par- 
ty of Horfe and fome Kerns, at Corabhy^ a Ford between 
Tougal and Cork. Ralegh was much inferior in Num- 
ber, being, at his Setting out, accompanied but with fix 
Men, and thofe fcattered behind, when he approached 
the Ford. Here Fitz-Edmcvds and his Crew fallie4 
from their Ambulcades, and crofs'd him to oppofc 
his Paflage, whom Ralegh refokitely encountered and 
defeated, or at leaft broke thro' them, fo that he got 
clear over the River. But a Gentleman of his Com- 
pany, Mr. He?try Moyle, following, either took a Part 
too deep, or unfordable, or plung'd into a Quick- 
fpring, or his Horfe, othcrwife foundering, threw him 
Qown in tlie middle of it ; where, between the Fear 
of drowning, or being taken by the Enemy, lie call'd 
out to Ralegh for help -, who, tho' efcap'd from both 
Dangers, yet vcntur'd into them, in order to rcfcue his 
Companion. But Moyle in Halle and Confufion 
remounting, over-leap'd his Horie, and fell down on 
the other Side into a deep Mire, where he might have 
been fufFocated, if Ralegh had not recovered him a 
fecond Time, and brought him fafc to Land. Rakgb 
waited on the oppofite Bank, with his Staff in one 
Hand, and a Piftol in the other, for the reft of the 
Company, who were yet to crofs the River, among 
whom was his Sei'vant Jenkin, who had Two hundred 
Pounds of his Money in Charge. F::z-Ld:?2onds^ 

a A who 
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who had now got a Recruit of twelve Men, and was 
in all above Twenty ftrong, yet finding Ralegh (land his 
Ground, and the reft of his Company advance, only 
exchanged a few rough Words with him, and then 
retired. Not long after, in a Parley between the Earl 
of Ormonde and the iiebels, the Senefchal boafting 
pf his own Exploits, Rale^^h reproach'd him with Cow- 
^Hce, and that having lately Iiad twenty to one on 
his Side, yet he durit not encounter him alone : which 
one of the Rebels own Con^panions endeavouring to 
cxcufe, as an unufual Inftance of Diffidence in their 
Champion, and declaring, that he never would be 
fo remifs again •, the Earl of Ormonde^ provoked at 
this, challenged the Senefchal, with Sir John Def- 
f»ondy and any four, whom they would name, to 
meet himfelf. Captain Ralegh^ and four others, at the 
Place abovemention'd, where they would pafs the 
great River to them, and there, two to two, four to 
four, or fix to fix, fight, and determine the Point 
in Debate between them. To this no Anfwer being 
then returned, Fitz-Gibbonj the white Knight^ was fent 
with a fecond Challenge, which was abfoiutely refufed 
by the Rebels •. The Earl of Ormonde departing for 
England about the Spring of the Year 1581, his Go- 
vernment of MunSfer was given to Captain Ralegh^ in 
Commiflion with Sir William Morgan^ and Captain 
Tiers. Ralegh refided chiefly at Ufmore^ and fpcnt all 
this 3ummer in the Woods and Country adjacent, in 
continual AAion againft the Rebels ^. He removed 
then with his little Band of eighty Foot, and eight 
florfe, to his old Quarters at Corhy but receiving Intelr 
ligence in his March, that the Arch-Traytor Barry 
was at Clove^ with feveral hundred Men, he refolved 
to pafs thro* that Town, and offer him Combat ; and 
accordingly at the Town's End met Barry with his 

Forces, 

f Hooker's Supply, fpl. 173, Cox> Hift, pf Irejan^, fpl. 367, 
fipokpi's Supply^ fol. 174. 
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Forces, whom he charged with prodigious Bravery, 
and put to Flight. As he purfued his Journey, 
he overtook another Company X)f the Enemy, in 4 
Plain by a Wood -fide -, whom he likcwife attacked, 
tho* he had only fix Horfemen with him, expcfting 
probably, that his Company would foon join him^ 
But the Rebels, who had greatly the Advantage of 
Numbers, being cut off from the Wood, and having 
no other Relief, fac'd about, and fought very defpe-^ 
rately, killing five of the Horfes belonging to Rakgb*% 
Company, and amongft thefe his own ; and he was in 
extreme Danger himfelf of being overpowered by 
Numbers, if his Servant Nichclas IVright had not 
interpofed ; who perceiving his Matter's Horfe mor-v 
tally wounded with Darts, and plunging paft all Re- 
covery, encountered fix of the Enemy at once, and 
kiird one of them ; while Patrick Fagaw^ another 
of his Fellow-Servants, refcued Ralegh^ after it had 
been fo unfuccefsfuUy attempted by James Fitz- Ri- 
chard and his Kern, ^ both of Ralegh^s Company, that 
the Man was fiain, and the Mafter near the fame Fate. 
Ralegbj upon the Sight of this, would not fuffer 
fVrigbt to fight by him any longer, but order'd him 
to afll{V FitZ'Richard^ which he immediately did by 
ruffling into the Throng of the Enemy, and difpatch- 
ing the Rebel, who prefs'd upon Fitz-Fdcbard^ relcuing 
the latter from the moft imminent Danger. In this 
fharp Skirmifh, many of the Rebels perifh*d, and 
two were taken Prifoners, and carried by Ralegb to 
Cork'y who, during his Refidence there, performed 
feveral other Services, which raifed his Reputation -, 
particularly by his Courage and Addrefs in fcizing 
the Lord Rocb in his own Caftle, who was 
fufpefted of a Confederacy with fome of the chief 
Rebels**. 2 

In 

- Id. ibid. 
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Jn the Month of Auguft^ the fame Year 158 1, 
Captain John Zcuch being appointed Governor of 
Munfter by the Lord Deputy, Ralegh attended him 
in feveral Journies to fettle and compofe that Countiy ; 
but die chief Place of their Rcfidence was Cork: 
And after Zoiuh had cut off Sir John DefmcrJy one of 
the mod formidable Rebels, and Brother of the Earl 
of JDefmondy he left the Government of that City to 
Ralegh ^ ; whofc Company being not long after dif- 
banded, upon the Redudion of that Earl, the 
Slaughter of his Brothers, and the Submiffion of 
Barry^ he return'd to England. 

His eminent Acccmplifhments foon introduced him 
to the Notice of the Court, and her Majefty's Favour. 
Ivi Felrtuiry 1581-2, he was one of thofe Pcrfons of 
Diftin6tion, who by the Queen*s Command accom- 
panied the Duke of Anjou^ upon his Departure from 
England to the Netherlands^ in order to take upon him 
theGovernment of that Country, and in 158^*, on his 
Return, he brought over the Prince of Orange^ 
letters to her Majefty, that Prince defiring him, at 
the Delivery of thofe Letters, to fay to her from him, 
$ub pjribra Alarum tuamm protegimur ^ ; as it is certain, 
that the United Prcvmces had at that Time their 
i:hief Support, as well as Expeftation, from the 
Queen. 

Xhe Lord Grey having refign*d the Sword of Ireland. 
towards the End of Augufl 1582, the Difpute between 
him and Ralegh^ upon Reafons, which are varioufly 
affign'd by ditierent Writers, was brought to an Hear- 
ing before the Council-Table in England, where the 
lacter fupported his Caufe with fuch Abilities, as 
iix'd him in the good Opinion both of her Majefty 
^nd the Lords of Council ^ : And this, added to 
die Patronage of the favourite Earl of Leicejler, is 

fuppos*d 

• Cox's Hift. of Ireland, fol. 367. ^ Sir WaK'cr Ralegh's 
invent, of fiiipplng, in his Seleft EiTay% p, 36. Edit. 1656. 
I Nauntoii, p. 34, 35, Aulic. Coquin.p. 90. 
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fuppos*d to have been one confiderabk Occafion of his 
Preferment j tho* it did not immediately take Place. 
Nor could the Hoj^s of it reftrain him from engag- 
ing in a fecond Expedition of his Brother Sir Humphry 
Gilberi to Newfoundland \ for which he built a ftrong 
Ship of Two hundred Tons, call'd the Bark Ralegh^ 
and furnifii'd it compleatly for the Voyage, in which 
he refolv'd to attend his Brother as his Vice-AdmiraL 
That Fleet departed from Pfymouib tht iithof J«ar 
1583; but after it had been two or three Days out at 
Sea, a contagious Diftemper having feiz'd the whole 
Crew of RalegFs Ship, obliged him to return to tliat 
Port. However by this Accident, he efcap'd the 
Misfortunes of that Expedition, in which, after Sir 
Humphry had taken pofleffion of Newfoundland in 
Right of the Crown of England^ and affign'd Lands 
to every Man of his Company, and faii'd Three hun- 
dred Leagues in his Voyage home, with full Hopes 
of the Queen's AfTiftance to fit out a Fleet, not only 
for the Northj but one alfo for the South the next 
Year ; he unfortunately pcrifli'd ; for venturing rafhly 
in a Frigate of but ten Tons, calPd the Squirrel^ te 
was on the 9th of September that Year, at Midnight^ 
fwallow'd up in an high Sea. Another of the Veflcls, 
caird tlie Delight^ fuffer'd the fame Fate a few Days 
before ; and even the reft returned not without great 
Hazard and Lofs ^. But this ill Succefs could not 
divert Raleigh from purfuing a Scheme of fuch. Im- 
portance to his Country, as thefe Difcoveries in the 
North of America, As fopn therefore as he had 
drawn up an Account of the Advantages of fuch a 
Defign, and the Means of profecuting it, he laid it 
before the Queen and Council, who were fo well 
fatisfied with it, that her Majefty, on the 25th of 
March 1584, granted him Letters Patents in favour 

of 

* Capt. Edw. Haycs'5 Report of Sir Humphry Gilbert's Voyage 
to Newfoundland^ in liakluyt, voL III. p. 149. t^ee Jikewjfe 
p. 165. 
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of his Projcift, " containing free Liberty to difcover 
•* fuch remote heathen and barbarous Lands, as were 
** not aftually poffcfs'd by any Chriftian, nor inhabited 
" by Chriftian People". Immediately upon this Grant, 
Ralegh chofe two able and experienced Commanders, 
Ciaptain Philip Amidas^ and Captain Arthur Barlcw^ 
and furnifli'd them with two Veflels fitted out at his 
own Expence, with fuch Expedition, that on the 27th 
of April following, they fet fail from the IFefl of 
England^ taking their Courfe by the Canary IJlandsy 
where they arrived on the loth of May^ towards 
the Wefi Indies : and that being in thofe Days the beft 
and moft frequented Rout to America^ they pafled 
by the Carribbee IJlands in the beginning of June^ and 
reach'd the Gulph of Florida on the 2d of July, ; fail- 
ing along the Shore about One hundred and twenty 
Miles, before they could find a convenient Harbour, 
At laft they debarked on a very low Land, which 
prov'd to be an Idand call'd JVokoken •, and after 
taking formal Pofleffion of the Country, on the 1 3th 
of that Month, in the Name of the Queen of Eng^ 
landj they carried on a friendly Correfpondence with 
the Native Indians, who fuppHed them with great 
Variety of Fifh and Venifon, and gave them Furs 
and Deer-fkins in Exchange for Trifles. Thus en- 
couraged by the Natives, eight of the Company in a 
Boat went up the River Occam twenty Miles ; and 
next Day in the Evening they came to an Ifland called 
Roanok^ which was about feven Leagues from the 
Place where their Ships lay. Here they found the 
Refidence of the Indian Chief, whofe Name was 
Cranganimeo ; whofe Houfe confifted of nine Apart- 
ments built of Cedar, and fortified round with fharp 
Pieces of Timber. His Wife came out to them, 
and order'd her People to carry them from the Boat 
on their Backs, and fhew'd them many other Civilities, 
to exprefs their friendly Intreaties towards them, in the 
Abfcnice of her Hulband, They continued their 

Inter-p 
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Intercourfe with the Natives for fome Time, ftill view-^ 
ing the Situation of the adjacent Country ; and after 
having obtained the beft Information they could of 
the Number and Strength of the Indian Nations 
in that Neighbourhood, and of their Connedions, 
Alliances, or Contefts with each other, they returned to 
England^ about the middle of September *, and made 
fuch an advantageous Report of the Fertility of the 
Soil, and Healthinefs of the Climate, that the Queen 
favoured the Defign of fettling a Colony in that Coua- 
try, to which her Majcfty was pleas'd to give the 
Name of Virginia ^. 

About two Months aft^r, Ralegb was chofen 
Knight of the Shire for his own County of Devon^ 
Sir IViUiam Courtney being the other * ; and made a 
confiderable Figure in Parliament, where a Bill pafs*d 
in Confirmation of his Patent for the Difcovery of 
foreign Countries. During the Courfe of the Seflion, 
he received the Honour of Knighthood from her 
Majefly, a Diftinftion the more honourable to him, 
as die Queen was extremely cautious and frugal in 
the beftowing of Honours. And befides the Patent 
for Difcoveries, fhe had granted him about tlie fame 
time another, to licence the vending of Wines through- 
out the Kingdom, which was in all probability a very- 
lucrative one to him -, but it engag'd him in a Dis- 
pute with the Univerfity of Cambridge^ which had 
opposed one Keymer^ whom he had licensed to fell Wine 
there, contrary to the Privileges of that Univerfity "*. 

The Parliament being prorogued on the 29th of 
JAarcb 1585, Sir Walter was at leifure to purfue his 
Views for the Improvement of Navigation ; and ac- 
cordingly his Brother Adrian Gilbert of Sandridge^ 
afterwards knighted, having been at great Charges 
in finding out the Northern Paflage to China and 
the Moluccas^ and obtained a Patent two Years before 

to 

« Hakluyt, vol. IIL fol. 246. ^ Qldys, h\ xxv. « Wiilb'i 
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to profccute the Difcovcry by Partners, under the 
Title of The Collegues of the Fellowjhip for the Difcovay 
of the Nortb'JVeit Pajfage \ Ralegh was one of the 
Aflbciates in this Enterprize^ in which Captain Davis^ 
an experienc'd Navigator, was employ 'd. That 
Captain firfl: let out upon it this Summer from 
Falmouth in two Barks j and when he came to Land 
in Sixty-fix Degrees Forty Minutes Latitude, anchored 
in a very good Road under a Mountain, the Cliffs 
of which . refembled the Colour ot Gold, which he 
nam'd Mount-Ralegh^ in Honour of Sir IVaher •, and 
foon after fell into the very Paffage, which he was 
in Queft of, fince well known by tlie Name of 
Davifs Streights ". But the farther Search of it 
was made by Captain Davisj under the fame Patronage 
and Support, in two Voyages more, the two fol- 
lowing Years, when he in a Manner compleated that 
Difcovery **. 

Sir fFalter was {o intent upon the planting of his 
new Colony in Virginia^ that about two Months before 
Davis began his firft Voyage, Ralegh fet out his own 
Fleet of (even Sail for that Country, under the Com^ 
mand of his CoUfin Sir Richard Grenville^ General of 
the Expedition, appointing Mr. Ralph Lane^ after-' 
wards knighted, to be Governor of the Colony^ 
which was now tranlported thither. They fail'd 
from Plymouth on the 9th of April 1585, and purfu- 
ing the fame Courfe, which they had done the preceding 
Year, they came to Anchor at fFokoken on the 26 th 
of Juney whence they fcnt their Compliments to 
King ff^ngina at Roanoke Then the General, taking 
one Week's Provifion with him, and a feled Com- 
pany, made a Progrefs to the main Land, and vifited 
many Indian Towns -, but unhappily, at one of them, 
the Indians having ftolen a ufver Cup, th^ Englijh 

were 

■ John Jane^a Account of Ckpt. Dairxs*« firft Voyage in lune 
1585, fyr the DifcoTery of the North-weft Pafiage, in Haklu)t, 
▼oL 111. fol. loi. • Hakluyt, ib. 
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w^re fo indifcreet in their Revenge, as to burn the 
Town, and deftroy the Corn-fields ; an Aft, which 
they had afterwards fufficient reafon to repent of. 
The General returning to his Fleet at Wokoken^ 
thought fit to weigh Anchor, and remove from 
thence to Hattarafs^ where having refted a little, 
fome of the Indian Chiefs were entertained on Board 
the Admiral ; and on the 25th of Angiift the General 
himfelf fet fail for England^ taking in his Paflage a 
Spanijh Prize worth Fifty thoufand Pounds ; with 
which on the 1 8th of O£toher he arrived at Plymouth^ 
having left behind him in Virginia an Hundred and 
feven Perfons, to fettle a Colony at Roanok^ amongft 
whom was Mr. Thomas Harriot^ the celebrated Ma- 
thematician P, 

The rich Spanijh Prize abovemention'd was not 
the only Circumftance of good Fortune, which hap- 
pened to Ralegh this Year; for the Rebellion in 
MunSfer in Ireland being now fupprefs'd, and the for- 
feited Lands divided into Signiories among thofe 
principally, who had been inftrumental in the important 
Service of reducing that Country ; her Majefty granted 
him one of the largeft Portions, confiding of Twelve 
thoufand Acres, in the Counties of Cork and Water- 
fcrdj with certain Privileges and Immunities, upon thofe 
Conditions of planting and improving the fame, to which 
the other Grantees were oblig'd **. This great Eftate he 
planted at his own Expence, and at the End of the 
Queen's Reign fold it to Richard Boyle, afterwards Earl 
of CorA % who owns this Purchafe to have been one 
great Step to the vaft Fortune, at which he afterwards 
acquired. Encouraged by this noble Grant, Ralegh fitted 
out a third Fleetfor Virginia^whcrc the Colony left under 

the 

P Hakluyt, Vol. III. fol. 251. ^ Cox'i Hift. of Ireland, fdl. 
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tlie Care of Mr. Lane having fufFer'd great DiflrefTb.<:^ 
had procur'd a Paffage into England^ in June 1586^ 
from Sir Francis Brake^ who had vifited it in hia 
Return from his Conqueft of St. Domingo j Carthagenay 
and St. Augujiine '. Ralegh had in the Spring of that 
year fent one Ship of an hundred Tuns, well pro- 
vided of all Things neceflary for the Succour of that 
Colony ; but not arriving before the People had left 
the Country, this Ship returned with all her Lading 
to England. And about fifteen Days after. Sir Richard 
Grenville arrived at Virginia with three Ships more^ 
"Well ftored for the lame Company of Planters, which 
he had left there in 1585. But finding neither them^ 
nor the laft mentioned Ship, as he expefted, and ob^ 
ferving, that all their former Habitations were quite 
abandoned. Sir Richardy unwilling to lofe the Poflef- 
lion of fo good a Country, landed fifteen Men on the 
Ifland of Roanoky leaving them a plentiful Stock of 
Provifions for two Yeai*s, and fet fail for England^ 
and in his Return took fome Spanijb Prizes at the 
Azores *. Ralegh had likewife great Succefs at the 
fame Place, having about the fame Time difpatched 
two Ships, caird the Serpent and Mary-Sparky under 
the Conduft of Capt. Jacob Whiddon^ John Evefiamy 
and others, who departed from Plymouth on the 1 cth 
of June 1586, and took more Spanijh Prizes than they 
could bring home. On Board of one of thefe Prizes, 
was taken Prifoner the Governor of St. Michael's 
Ifland ; and in another Pedro de SarmientOy Governor 
of the Streights of Magellan^ the moft eminent and 
experienc'd Navigator of all Spain ". Ralegh was 
likewife the fame Year an Adventurer of his fine 
Pinnace naniM Dorothy^ in an Expedition defign'd 
for the South-Sea by the Earl oi Cumberland^ but j;rv fe- 
cuted no farther than the Latitude of Forty-four De- rees 

to 
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to the South of the Equinoftial, in the Courfe of 
which Voyage fome fmall Prizes were taken ^. 

Ralegh was now equally efteemed for his Zeal 
for the Improvement- of all Arts and Sciences, 
as the Encouragement of new Difcoveries of 
Countries, and the Plantation of new Colonics •, and 
his Patronage of learned and ingenious Men was 
acknowledg'd in the Dedication of their feveral Works. 
Particularly in this Year 1586, Martin Baffaniere of 
PariSy having printed there a very valuable Hiftory of 
the firil Difcovery of Florida about twenty Years 
before by Rene Latidonniere^ and three other French 
Captains, the Manufcript of which had been fent over 
to him by Mr. Richard Hakluyt^ he infcribed it to 
Ralegh \ to whom the Englijh Tranflation of it by 
Mr. Hakluyty printed the Year following, was like- 
wife dedicated. Ralegh gave likewife great Encou- 
ragement to Mr. Hakltiyty to eniible him in the publifh- 
ing of his noble Colledion of EngliJIo Voyages j and 
fupported James Morgues^ an eminent French Painter, 
who had been fent cVvT by CoUgny Admiral of France^ 
with the abovemention*d Difcoverers oi Florida^ in the 
great Expence of publilhing the Draughts and Defcrip- 
tions of that Country in London^ where that Painter for 
fome time refided ^. 

In the latter Part of this Year 15 86, he was advan- 
ced fo highly in the Queen*s Favour, that her Majefty 
made him Senefchal of the Dutchies of Cornwall and 
Exeter^ and Lord Warden of the Stannaries in Devon- 
ftnre and Cornwall. But thefe Preferments were at- 
tended with the ufual EfFeds of them, and exposed 
him to the Envy of thofe, who were much inferior 
to him in Merit ^ -, and even the Earl of Leicejier 
himfelf, who had been formerly his Friend, grew 

b jealous 

^ Hakluyt, Vol. Flf. fol. 769. '^ Haklayt, Vol. 111 fol. 301. 
y Hoojiccr's Dcdiciiiion to Sir Walter Ralegh, of his Sufpiy of the 
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jealous of him, and fet up in Oppofition to him his 
Nephew, the young Earl of EJfex *. 

The Comedians themfelves likewife took the Liber- 
ty to refleft upon Ralegh's Power and Influence upon 
the Queen ; which her Majefty refented fo highly, as 
to forbid Tarletoftj the moft celebrated Aftor of that 
Age, from approaching "her Prefence ■. 

But neither the Faftions of the Court, nor the 
Alpcrfions of the People, whom Ralegh would never 
condefcend to court by the ufual Arts *, could deter 
him from attending the Duties of his feveral Pofts 
and Employments upon all Occafions ; and in the lat- 
ter End of this Year 1586, we find him in the Parlia- 
ment, which was diffolv'd on the 23d of March^ and 
in which the Fate of the Queen of Scots was deter- 
mined : and he was one of the Committee appointed to 
confult upon the Amendment of fome Things, to 
which the Clergy were required to be fworn, and for 
confidering the proper Means to procure a learned 
Miniftry ; the Queen having in her Speech, at the 
Clofe of the laft Seffion, reminded the Bifliops of fome 
Faults and Negligences, which if they did not amend, 
Ihe threatened to depofe them **. 

In the beginning of the Year 1587, Ralegh prepared 
a new Colony of One hundred and fifty Men for 
Virginia^ under the Command of Mr. John fVhitCj 
whom he appointed Governor, and with him twelve 
AfDftants, to whom he gave a Charter, and incor- 
porated them by the Name of the Governor and 
Afliftants of the City of Ralegh in Virginia. Their 
Fleet confiding of three Sail, departed from Portfmouth 
on the 26th of ApriU ^^^ ^ri the 23d of July arrived 
at Hattarafs. The Governor immediately difpatch*d 
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« Sir Henry Wotton's Parallel of Devereux Earl of Eflex, and 
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A ftrong Party to the Ifle of Roamk^ expecting to find 
the fifteen Men left there by Sir Richard Grenville the 
Year, intending from thence to pafs to the Bay of 
Chefepiockj where they defign'd to fix their Seat, and 
build a Fort, according to the Dirediions of Sir 
Walter Ralegh. But they fought their Companions 
in vain, whom they afterwards found to have been 
treacheroufly attacked, and feveral of them murder'd 
by a Party of Savages, and the reft driven to fome 
remote Part of the Country. But this new Colony 
having re-eftablifli*d their Intereft and Alliance with 
the Natives, the Planters confidering they ihould foon 
want frefh Supplies of Provifions and other Necefla- 
ries, but differing about the Choice of an Agent to go 
to England for that Purpofe, they at laft prevailed on 
the Governor to undertake that Office, who returned 
with the Ships in the latter End of the fame Year ^. 

Rakghy foUicitous for the fafety of the Colony, 
upon the Return of Mr. White the Governor, imme- 
diately ordered ?. Ptinnace to be fent to them, with all 
(bch Provifions, as he apprehended they might want ; 
pronrifi^ng, that he would prepare a good Supply of 
Shippijig and Men, with all other Neceflaries, to be 
with them the Summer following. He accordingly 
prepared a Fleet at Biddeford^ in the Weft of England^ 
under the Command of Sir Richard Grenville ; but 
the Situation of the Nation under the Apprehenfions 
of the Invafion from Spain in the Year 1588, pre- 
vented their Sailing ; fo that Governor IVhite could 
* only obtain two fmall Pinnaces, call'd the Brave j and 
the Roe^ with fifteen Planters, and all convenient 
Provifions for thofe, who wintered in Virginia. Thefe 
Veflels fail'd from Biddeford on the 2 2d of April that 
Year •, but one of them meeting with two ftrong 
Men of War of Rochelle^ about fifty Leagues to the 
Korth-Eaft of Madera y fuffcrd fo much in the 

b 2 En- 
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Engagement with them, and was fo thorougfiiy 
rifled by the Enemy, that it was obliged to return to 
England'^ as it5 Companion did loon after, having 
perhaps met with the like Misfortune ; at Icaft with- 
out performing the intended Voyage, to the Diftrefs 
of the Planters abroad, and Regret of their Patron at 
home ^. 

Before this time, and probably in the beginning of 
the Year 1587, he received a new and confiderablc 
Mark of her Majefty's Favour, being advanced to the 
Poft of Captain of her Guard, which he held together 
tvith thcfe of Lord Warden of the Stannaries, and 
Lieutenant-General of the County of Cornwall. 

The Natiqn, during the Courfe of that Year, being 
alarm'd with the Preparations in Spain^ which feem'd 
intended againft Englandy Sir Walter was, in November 
1587^ one of the Council of War appointed to con- 
fider of the moft effeftual Methods for the Security of 
the Nation; upon which Occafion he drew up a 
Scheme for that Purpofe, which is a Proof of his 
Judgment and Abilities % 

But he did not confine himfelf to the mere Office 
of giving Advice, but exerted himfelf in Aftion in 
every Circumilance, which could contribute to the 
Safety of his Country. He rais'd and dvlciplin'd the 
Militia of Cornwall \ and after having performed all 
poffible Services at Land, joinM the Fleet in July 
1588, with a Squadron of Volunteers, both of Nobles 
and Gentlemen, and had a very confiderable Share in 
the feveral Engagements with, and at laft total Defeat 
of, the Spanijlo Armada, in the latter End of that 
Month ^. His Merits in fo important a Crifis juftly 
pais'd him ftill higher in the Queen's Favour, to whom 
he was now Gentleman of her Privy Chamber, and 
who granted him this Year foms additional Ad- 
vantages 

*» Id. [01.771. ^ Cldys fol. xx-dx, xl, xli. ' Id.- foL 
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T^ntages, to his Wine-Office > which he enjoy'd during 
the reft of hei- Reign «. 

The Eftablifhment of the Colony of Virginia hav^ 
ing met with fo many Interruptions and Misfortunes^ 
tho' he had fpcnt no lefs than Forty thoufand Pounds 
upon it, he thought proper, on the 7th of Aiarcb 
158I, to make an Affignment of his Right, Title, and 
Intereft in it, to certain Gentlemen and Merchants of 
London^ referving only to himfelf the fifth Part of all 
Gold and Silver Ore ; and at the fame time contributr- 
ing an hundred Pounds towards their firft Expences, 
and continuing to affift them upon all Occafionsi, with 
his Advice and Intereft **. 

Don Antonio^ King of Portugal^ who had been ex- 
peird from his Dominions by Philip II, of Spain^ and 
was here in London after the Deftrudtion of the Spanijh 
Fleet, having taken that Opportunity to apply ^ to 
Queen Elizabeth for her Affiftance in the Recoyery of 
his Kingdom^ and her Majefty confenting to be^r her 
Share in tlut Undertaking, by contributing fix Men 
of War, and Threefcore thoufand Pounds, and en- 
couraging her Subjedls to concur in the Defign; Sir 
Walter Ralegh took a confiderable Part in it, and ac- 
companied that Prince, with Sir Francis Drake and Sir 
John Norris^ in the Expedition to Portugal in Jpril 
1589. But we have few Particulars, which relate . 
pcrfonally to him, during the Courfe of it, except his 
taking a great Number of Hulks and other Ships 
belonging to the Hans-TownSj laden with Spanijh 
Goods, Provifions, and Anxmunition, for a new In- 
vafion of England: And his Conduft in the whole 
Affair was fo highly fatisfaftory to her Majefty, that 
Ihe bpnour'd him, as well as the other Commanders, 
with a gold Chain *. 

In his Return home, he touched upon the Coaft of 
^rela*?d, where he probably made a Ihort Excurfion to 
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his Seignory in Munfter^ and faw the old Countefs of 
Defmond^ who had been married in the Reign of Ed-- 
ward IV ^, and vifited Spenfer the Poet, who mentions 
the Circumftances of this Vifit, in his Paftoral, in- 
titled, Colin Clout*s come home again^ dedicated about 
two Years after to Sir Walter^ who carried that admi- 
rable Writer with him to England^ and introduced him 
to the Queen, and encouraged him to the Publication 
of the Fairy ^een ; Ralegh himfelf having an excellent 
Genius, as well as Tafte, for Poetry ; his Odes being 
celebrated for their Sublimity and Pathos in a judici- 
ous Writer upon that Art, as early as the Year 
1589* 

His Moderation with regard to the Controverfy 
between the eftablifh'd Church and the Puritans ap- 
pears from his Interceflion and proairing a Reprieve 
for Mr. John Udalj a Non-conformift Minifter, who 
had been condemned in July 1590, for Felony, in 
writing The Demonstration of Difcipline. And the 
Warmth of his Friendfliip is evident from the elabo- 
rate Defence, which he wrote of the Conduft of his 
Friend Sir Richard Grenvilkj who had loft his Life in 
. the Expedition in 15915 for intercepting the Spamjh 
Plate-Fleet at the Ifles of the Azores ^ 

Ralegh had now formed a Defign againft the Spa-- 
niards in the Wefi-Indies^ and particularly at Panama^ 
with a Defign of meeting rhe Plate-Fleet ; and was at 
a great Expence in fitting out a maritime Force for 
that Purpofe, and us'd his utmoft Intereft to engage 
his Friends and others in the Adventure. The Scheme, 
which he had drawn up, appeared fo feafible to her 
Majefty, he having provided no lefs than thirteen 
Ships of his own, and his Fellow- Adventurers, all well 

mann'd, 
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mann'd, and plentifully furnilh'd with Arms, Provi- 
/ions, and all other Neceflaries, that flie added to them 
two of her own Men of War, the Garland and Fore- 
fight^ and gave him a Commiflion as General of the 
Fleet ; the Foft of Lieufenant-General being conferred 
upon Sir John Burgh. He departed with his Ships 
to the Weft of England^ in February 1595; but the 
Winds proved fo contrary, that he could not put to 
Sea from thence, till the 6th of May 159^. -, and the 
next Day Sir Martin Frobijher followed and overtook 
him with the Queen's Letters to recall him. But he 
finding his Honour fo far engag'd in the undertaking 
of this Voyage, that, without proceeding, he faw no 
Method of faving his Reputation, or fatisfying his 
Friends, who had contributed fo largely to the Adven- 
ture ; and interpreting the Queen's Letters with fbmc 
Latitude, refolv'd to continue in the Fleet, and purfued 
his Cqurfe, notwithftanding he underftood, that the 
King of Spain had ordered, that no Ships Ihould fail 
that Year, nor any Treafure be brought from the 
IVeJi -Indies. But on the 1 1 th of M?y, meeting with 
a Storm off Cape Finiifer^ and confidering, that the 
Seafon was too much advanced for his Defign upon 
Panama^ and that his Provifions were now too far 
confum'd for fo long a Voyage ; he divided his Fleet 
into two Squadrons, committing one to Sir John Burgb^ 
and the other to Sir Martin Frohijher^ with Orders 
to the latter to lie off the South Cape, to keep in 
and terrify the Spaniards on their own Coaft \ while 
the former lay at the Azores for the Caracks from the 
EaSf' Indies.' The Succefs of thefe Direftions was an- 
fwerable to the excellent Judgment, that form'd 
them. For the Spanijh Admiral receiving Intelligence, 
that the Englijb Fleet was cruifing upon their Coaft, 
coUefled his whole Naval Power to watch Frohilher^ 
and defend the Southern Parts of Spain 5 while the 
Caracks unguarded were left a Prey to Sir John Burgh^ 
whoj on the 3d QiAuguft^ made himfelf Mafter of the 

b 4 Madrc 
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Madre de Dios^ one of the greateft Ships belonging to 
Portugal^ and efteem*d the richeft Prize that had ever 
been brought to England^ being in Burthen no lefs 
than J 600 Ton, whereof 900 were Merchandize. 
But by the Embezzlement of Jewels and other valu- 
able EfFcfts by the Sailors, the Cargo fell Ihort above 
two Thirds of the Computation of Five hundred thou- 
fand Pounds, which had been made by Ralegh and Sir 
John HawkinSy his chief Partner in the Enterprize "* : 
And the Queen herfelf took the largeft Share of it "• 

In the latter End of this Year, and the Beginning of 
the next, Sir fFalter exerted himfelf in Parliament 
with all the Abilities of an accomplilh'd Speaker, 
and declared ftrongly for an open War againft Spain^ 
and vigoroufly promoted the Subfidies rais'd for the 
public Service. He was concerned likewife in feverai 
Bills, particularly one againft Aliens felling foreign Wares 
in England by Retail \ and in revifing and correcting an 
A£t to retain the ^eerCs Subje£ls in due Obedience ; which 
in its firft Form, though levell'd againft the Brownifts 
and other Seftaries, confirmed fome Claufes, which he 
thought dangerous to innocent Perfons ^ 

Father Parfons^ the Jefuit, whofe Bigotry and Malice 
were at leaft equal to his Talents as a Writer, which 
were by no Means contemptible, in the Libel, which 
he publifh'd in Latin, in the Year 1593, under the 
Name of Andreas Philopater, againft the great Men of 
her Majefty's Court, who had been inftrumental in 
framing her Proclamation of November 2Qth 1591, 
againft the Popifh Seminaries abroad, fhew*d a peculiar 
Spleen againft Sir JValter Ralegh. And the Imputation, 
which he caft upon him, was no lefs than that of being 
a direft Founder and Dodlor of a School of Atheifm^ 
and ambitious of making Converts of young Gentle- 
men to the Principles of it. A later Writer obferves 

likewife, 

" Id. p. Ixlii and Ixv. " Sir William Monfon^s Naval Trafts, 
p. 181. • Sir S. p* Ewes's Journal, foj. 478, 484, 492, 493^ 
-}95, 509,.and 517, and Townlhend's C611c6lions, Tol. 76. 
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likewlfe p, that his DiflTent from fome Principles of 
School Divinity exposed him to the Reproach of 
Atheifin^ tho' a kncwn JJfertor of a God and Providence \ 
while Anthony Wocd^ whofe Judgment and Cenfures 
are very little to be regarded, tho' his Colleftions of 
Fafts are extremely valuable, contents himfelf "^ with 
imputing to him Beifm, which, that Hiftorran pre- 
tends, he had learned from his Friend Mr. Harriot 
the Mathematician. The Lord Chief Juftice Popham 
likewife upon Sir IValter^s Tryal at Winchejier^ in 1603, 
after charging him with eager Ambition^ and cornet 
Covetcufnejs^ adds, that he had been tax'd by the 
World with the Defence of moif beathemfJj and hlafphe^ 
mous Opinions, But the moft confiderable Authority, 
which I have met with, to countenance the Sufplcions 
pf Sir JValterh Religion, is that of Archbifhop Abbot ^ 
who, in an original Letter, never printed, dated at 
Lambeth^ February the 19th i6i|, addrefied to Sir 
Thomas Roe^ then Ambaifador at the Mogtil's Court, 
exprefly charges Sir Walter with " queftioning God's 
*' Beinjg and Omnipotence ; which, adds his Grace^ that 
*'juft Judge made good upon himfelf, in overtumbling 
*' his Eftate, but laft of all bringing him to an Execu- 
*' tion by Law, where he died a religious and Chriftian 
*' Death." But it is highly probable, that Sir Walter's 
Opinions might be mifreprefcnted by his Enemies, or 
wrono; GsfnCttifions drawn from thofe, which he maii> 
tain'd :' And it would be a fhocking Injuftice to thi 
Memory of fo great a Man, to fufpeft him of Irre- 
ligion, whofe Writings contain not the leaft Trace ol 
it, and whofe Hifiory in particular breaths a ftro.ig 
Spirit of real and genuine Piety. It is difficult at 
this Diftance to trace the Origin of fuch an Impu- 
tation ; which fome have imagined might have been 
the more induftrioufly propagated on accotint of hi 

having 

p Francis O/bqrne's Miicellanics, in th« Preface. [^ Ath. Oxc 
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having obtained of die Crown a Grant in 1 594, of 
fome Church Lands, a Courfe of Reward ufual with 
Queen Elizabeth towards fuch, as had performed any 
confiderable Service to the State: For Doftor John 
Ccidwelly upon his Eledtion to the See of Salifhuryy 
having confented to alienate the Manor of Sherborne 
in Dorfetjhire to the Crown, Sir Walter requefted and 
procured it of her Majefty ''. 

But in the height of his Favour with the Queen, 
he fell under her Majefty*s Difpkafure ; for being en- 
amoured of Mrs. Elizabeth .Throckmorton^ Daughter of 
that able Statefman and Ambaffador, Sir Nicholas 
Throckmorton^ and one of the Queen's Maids of Honour, 
and the Confequenccs of their Amour difcovering the 
Intrigue, her Majefty was highly exafperated, and 
brder^d him to he confined for feveral Months, and 
after his Enlargement forbid him the Court, whence 
the Lady was likewife difmifs'd from her Attendance, 
to whom he afterwards made the moft honourable 
Reparation he could by Marriage ', in which they 
were both Examples of conjugal AlfFedtion and Fi- 
delity. 

It was probably during his Confinement abovemen- 
tion'd, that an Incident happened of a very remark- 
s|ble Kind, which, as we have not the leaft Mention of 
it any where elfe, will be beft related in the Words of 
an original Letter, never yet publilh'd, from Mr. 
(afterwards Sir) Arthur Gorges to Sir Robert Cecily then 
a Privy Coiinfellor, and afterwards Secretary of State, 
Earl of Salifbury^ and Lord High Treafurer. The 
Letter has no Date of Month or Year, but the In- 
dorfement is zSxhoiJulyj and is as follows, 

*' Honorable 



' Sir John Harrington*$ brief Vrw of the State of the Church 
of England, p 92, and FuUer*s Church Hiftory, L. x. p. 27. 
* Catn^cn, ad Ann. I595> and Sir John Harrington, ubi fupra. 
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*• Honorable Sir, 
** T Cannot chufe but advertyfe you of a ftraunge 
** J[ Tragedye, that this Day had lyke to have fallen 
*• cute betweene the Captayne of the Guarde and the 
*• Lyvctennant of the Ordenaunce, if I had not by 
^ grcate Chaunce cummen att the very Jnftant to 
** have turned it into a Comedye. For uppon the 
♦* Report of hyr Majeftie's beinge att Sir George Ca- 
** rye\ Sir W. Rawly having gazed and fyghed i 
** long tyme att his Study-wyndow, from whence he 
*' myght difcerne the Barges and Boates aboute the 
Black'fryars Stayers, foodaynly he brake owte into 
a grcate Diftempcr, and fware, that hys Enymyes 
** hadd of Purpofe brought hyr Majeftie thether to 
*' breake his Gaule in founder with Tantalus torment; 
*' that, when ihee wentt away, he myght fee hys Death 
*' before hys Eyes ; with many fuch lyke Conceyts. 
** And as a Mann tranfported with Paffion, he fwaic 
** to Sir George Carew^ that he wolde difguyfe hyme- 
** lelfe, and gett into a payer of Oarcs to cafe hys 
Mynde but with a fyght of the Queene, or els he 
protefted his Harte wolde breake. But the trufly 
Jaylor wold non of that, for difpleafing the hygher 
Powers, as he fayde, which he more refpedbed than 
** the feeding of hys Humor ; and fo flatly rcfufed to 
permitt hym. But in Conclufion uppon this DiiP 
pute, they fell flatt owte to coUoryq outragious 
Wordes, with ftreyning and ftruggling att thcDoorcs, 
*^ that all Lamenes was forgotten, and in the Fury of 
the Conflyd, the Jaylor he had hys newe Perwygg 
tome of hys Crowne ; and yet heare the Battle 
ended not, for att lafte they had gotten owte theyr 
Daggers ; which when I fawe^, I played the Styck- 
ler betweene theme, and fb purchafed fuch a Rapp 
on the Knockles, that I wyfht both theyr Pates 
broken j and fo with much adoo they flayed theyre 

** Brawle 
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*' Brawle to fee my bloodyed Fyngers. Att the 
*' fyrfte I was ready to breake with laughinge to fee 
" theme too fo fcamble and brawle lykc mad Menn, 
untyll I fawe the Iron walkinge ; and then I dyd my 
belt to apcafe the Fury. . As yet I canot reconcyle 
them by any Perfwafions, for Sir Walt, fweares, 
^ that he Ihall hate hyme for fo reftrayning 
hyme from the Syht of hys Miftrefs, whylft 
he iyves; for that he knowes not (as he fayd) 
** whether ever he fhall fee hyr agayne, when fhee is 
" gonn tlie Progrefs. And Sir Georg, on hys Syde, 
*' fwares, that he had rather, he fhould lofe hys long- 
•* inge, then that he wolde draw on hyme hyr Ma- 
** jeltie's Difpleafure by luch Liberty. Thys they 
*^ contynew in Mallyce and Snarlynge, but I am fure 
all the Smarte lyghted on me. I cannot tell wheare 
I fhould more alowc of the paffionat Lover or the 
trufty Jailor. But yf yourfelfe had feene it, as I 
dyd^ yow wold have byne as hartely merry and 
" forry, as ever yow weare in all your Lyfe for fo 
f* fhoite a tyme. I praye yow pardon my hafly 
^* wrytten Narration, which I acquaynt yow with, 
hoping yow wyll be the Peace-maker. Butt, good 
Sir, let no Body knowe theareof, for I feare Sir 
IV. Rawly wyll Ihortely growe to be Orlando 
Furicfo^ if the bryght Angelyca perfever agaynft 
hyme a lyttle longer. 

Your Honor's humbly to be commaunded, 
London^ in hafte this Wenfdaye. A. Gorges. 
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The following Poftfcript is added upon a little Slip of 
Paper, wax'd on to the Letter itfelf. 
** If yow let the Q^ Majeftie know heareof, as yow 
^ thinck good, be it ; but otherwyfe, good Sir, keepc 
*' it fecrett, for theyr Credytts -, for they know not 
*' of my Difcourfe, which I could wyfhe her Ma- 
*' jeftie knewe." 

Whilie 
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While Ralegh continued under her Majefly's Difplea- 
furc, and in Retirement from her Court, he projefted 
a greater Defign, than any which he had yet under- 
taken -, the , Difcovery of the rich and extenfive Em* 
pire of Guiana^ in the South of America^ which the 
Spaniards had then only vifited, and to this Day have 
never conquered. For this Purpofe, having collefted 
whatever Informations he could procure relating to it, 
and the Means of entering it, he drew up in 1594 
Inftrudlions for Captain Whiddon^ an old Officer, whofe 
Experience he had before tryed, and lent him to take 
a View of the Coaft, who return'd the Year following 
with a very favourable Report of the Riches of the 
Country, which he had received from- fome of the princi- 
pal Caffiques upon the Borders of it. This determined 
Ralegh's Refolution, who having provided a Squadron 
of Ships at a very great Expence, the Lord High 
Admiral Howard and Sir Robert Cecil conceived lb 
good an Opinion of the Defign, that they both con- 
curred in it. There is no exaft Account of the Num- 
ber of the Ships, but we may diftinguifh in his own 
Account five at leaft, befides Barges, Wlierries, and 
other neceflary Tenders. With thefe lie fet fail from 
Plymouth on the 6th of February 159I, and proceeded 
to the Canaries^ and arrived at the Kle of Trinidad on 
the 2 2d of March ; where he made himfelf Mailer of 
St. Jofeph^ a final 1 City, and took the Spanijh Gover- 
nor, Antonio de Berreo ; who, in return for the cour- 
teous Treatment, which he received from Sir Walter^ 
frankly open'd to him the Knowledge and Experience, 
which he had gain'd in the many Years, which he had 
fpent, togetjher with great Sums of Money, upon 
Guiana^ tho^ at the fame time he difcourag'd RaleghS 
Attempt upon the Country. But Sir Walter^ w1k> 
was not to be diverted by any Apprehenfions of Dif- 
ficulty or Danger, leaving his Ships at Curiapan in 
7rinidad^ with an hundred Men in feveral little Barks 
iaird up the River Oronoque, 400 Miles, in fearch of 

Guiana. 
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Guiana. Several of the petty Kings of the Country 
refign'd their Sovereignties into his Hand, for the 
Queen's Ufe. But the Wpather was fo hot, and the 
Rains fo violent, that he was forc'd to retire in as 
much Danger of beinj^ borne down by the rapid Tor- 
rents of Water, as or his Enemies. The Inhabitants 
of Cumana refilling to bring in the Contributions, 
which he required, he fir'd the Town, as alfo Part of 
St. Mary\ and Rio de la Hacba \ and having fatisfied 
himfelf of the Certainty of the Gold Mines ot the 
Country, and made a much greater Progrefs in the 
Difcovery of it in a Month, than the Spaniards had 
done in many Years ; he returned home with Honour 
and Riches in the latter End of the Summer of 1 595 ; 
and the Year following publiflied in Quarto an Ac- 
count of his Voyage and Difcoveries, dedicated to the 
Lord Admiral Howard and Sir Roieri Cecily his Fellow- 
Adventurers. 

But this Account of his was not fufficient to pro- 
cure him the public Concurrence for the Profecution 
of his Difcovery of Guiana ; fome affedting to treat 
many Things in it as fabulous, or at leaft uncertain ; 
and others iniifting upon the Hazard of fending a 
large Fleet well manned into fo unhealthy a Climate ; 
while Envy perhaps was the chief Caufe of the Rejec- 
tion of his Propolals. But, to (hew, that he had a 
thorough Confidence in his own Scheme, he fitted 
out two Ships at his Expence, the Darling and the 
Difcoverer^ under Captain Laurence Keymis, who had 
attended him in the firft Voyage. Keymis fet fail in 
the httcr End of January 1595-6, and having made 
farther Difcoveries with relation to Guiana^ and the 
Gold Mines there, he retum'd to England in June fol- 
lowing, and publifli'd an Account of his Expedition 
dedicated to Ralegh. 

Sir fVaUer continued ftill in a State of Banilhment 
from the Court in December 1 595, tho' ftrong SoJlici- 

tations 
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tations were made in his Favour ; but he liv'd about 
London in great Splendor *. However in the Year 
following, 1 596, he was fo far reftor'd to Favour, that 
he was engaged in the important and fuccefsful Expe- 
dition to Cadiz^ wherein the Earl of EJfe^ and the 
Lord Admiral Howard were joint Commanders, and 
Raleghy with many other Perfons eminent for the 
military Skill, of the Council of War, and one of 
the Admirals *. The Fleet failed in the Beginning of 
June J and on the 20th of that Month arrived before 
Gz^z* The Lord Admiral was of Opinion, that the 
Land Forces fhould attack the Town firft, that the 
Fleet might not be exposed to the Fire of the Ships ia 
the Port, and that of the City and Forts adjacent at 
the fame Time. The Council of War, calPd upoa 
this Occafion, concurred in this Opinion ; in Confe- 
quence of which a Refblution was taken to attack the 
Town immediately. Sir Walter not happening to be 
prefent at this Council of War, nor being acquainted 
with the Refolution, till the Earl of Ejfex was adlually 
putting his Men into Boats, in order to land them, 
went direftly, upon hearing of the Defign, to that 
Earl, and offer'd fuch convincing Reafons againft it, 
and for their firft falling upon the Galleons and Ships 
in the Harbour, that the Earl faw the Neceffity of 
altering their Scheme, and defir'd Sir Walter to dif- 
fuade the Admiral from that of landing ; in which 
he fucceeded, and prevailed with him to confcnt, that 
the Fleet fhould firft enter the Port, and attack the 
Spanijh Galleons and Gallies. When he returned to 
the Earl of Ejfex with the News of the Admiral's 
Agreenient, crying out in his long Boat, Entramos^ the 
Earl cail his Hat into the Sea for Joy, and prepared 
to weigh Anchor. The Day was now far fpent, and 

Sir 



* Letler of Rowland Whyte, Efq; to Sir Robert Sidney, Dec. 
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Sir WaUer advis*d the deferring of the Attack till 
next Morning, and in the Night wrote the Admiral a 
Letter concerning the Difpofition of it •, particularly 
that two great Fly-Boats Ihould board each Galleon, 
after the Queen's Ships had fufficiently batter'd it. 
This Method being agreed upon, and both the Gene- 
rals perfuaded to lead the main Body of the Fleet, Sir 
Walter in the JVarfpight had the Command of the 
Van, which was to enter the Harbour, and confifted 
of the Mnry-Rofe commanded by Sir George CareWj 
the Lyon by Sir Robert Southwell^ the Rainbcw by 
Sir Francis Vere^ the Swift jure by Captain Crofs^ the 
Dreadnought by Sir Conyers Clifford^ and the No7:pareil 
by Mr. Robert Dudley \ beiides twelve London hired 
Ships and the Fly-Boats -, the Lord Thomas Howard 
leaving his own Ship the Mer Honeur^ to go on board 
the Nonpareil. On the 22d of June Sir Walter weighed 
Anchor at Break of Day, and bore in towards the 
Spanijh Fleet, which lay in this Difpofition to fupport 
the Attack. Under the Walls of the City were rang'd 
feventeen Gallies, that they might the better flank thje 
Englijh Ships as they enter'd, and hinder them from 
paffing forward to the Galleons. The Artillery from 
Fort Philip play'd on the Fleet, as did the Cannon 
from the Curtain of the Town, and fix Culverins 
fcour'd the Channel. When the Spanijh Admiral, the 
St. Philips perceived the Englijh approaching under fail, 
Ihe fet fail likewife ; and with her the St. Matthew^ 
St. Andrew^ and St. Thomas^ four of the capital Gal- 
leons of Spainy the two great Galeafles oi UJhon^ three 
Frigates of War, two Argofies, the Admiral, Vice 
Admiral, a Rear Admiral of New-Spain^ with forty 
other great Ships bound for Mexico and other Places. 
Of thefe the St. Philips the St. Matthew^ the St. An- 
drewy and the St. Thomas^ came again to anchor under 
the Fort of Pontalj in a Streight of the Harbour, 
which leads to Puerto-Real. On the Star-boarc Side 
were placed the three Frigates, behind them the two 

Galeafles 
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Galeafles bf tijhon. The Argofies ^nd fcVenteen Gal-» 
Mt!^ were polled in a Situation to play upon the Englijhj 
as they entered the Harbour ; and behind thefe the 
Admiral, Vice Admiral,' and Rear Admiral of New-- 
Spain^ with the Body of the Fleet, in order to defend 
the Entrance, their Line ftretching like a Bridge over 
the Streight, which was alfo guarded by the Fort of 
Puntal. Sir tValter advancing in the Van of the 
Englijb was firft faluted by Fort Philips next by the 
Cannon of the Curtain, and laftly by all the feven- 
teen Gallies, which lay near the Town with all their 
Prows bent againft him as he entered. He anfwer'd 
their Fire with a Flourifti of his Trumpets, and ftill 
kept driving forwards, that he might draw up a fufE- 
cient Number of the Englijh Ships into Play, and to 
engage thofe, which he pafs'd by, while he attacked 
the Body of the Enemy. Accordingly the Ships, 
which followed him, beat fo thick upon the Gallies, 
that they foon betook themfelves to their Oars, and 
got up to join the Galleons in the Streight. Sir Wal^ 
ter gave them feveral Broadfides, as they pafs*d him, 
and bore down upon the St. Philips as more worthy 
of his Fire, and came to anchor by the great Galleons, 
which he began to batter with the utmoft Refolution, 
The Lord Thomas Howard came foon to an anchor on 
one Side of him, tho* pretty much behind, with Sir 
Robert Southwell ; Sir George Carew and the Cliffords 
on the other, and Sir Francis Fere towards the Puntal. 
At laft, after they had cannonaded the Enemy for a 
long Time, about Ten in the Morning the Earl of 
Effiex^ impatient of continuing any longer at a Diftance 
from the Adion, bore thro' the Fleet, heading the 
Ships on the left Hand, and anchored near to §ir 
Walter. Captain Crofs afterwards advanced as near 
as he could; but Ralegh was always clofefl to the 
Enemy, and ftood fingle in the Head of alL After 
this vigorous Exchange of Shot for 4iear three Hours, 
in which his Ship fufFer*d fo muclv tliat it was ready 
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to fink, he went to the Admiral in his SkifF, to de- 
fire, that he would oblige the Fly-Boats to advance, 
that he might board the Enemy. The Earl of EJfex 
was then coming up, to whom Ralegh declared, that 
if thofe Boats did not come he would board them in 
the Queen's Ship ; for it was the fame Lofs to burn or 
fink, and one he mufl endure. The Earl promifed to 
fecond him in whatever he attempted ; as did likewife 
the Lord Thomas Howard ; upon which after a long 
and defperate Fight, Sir WaUtr having no Hopes of 
the Fly-Boats, prepared to board the Sfanijh Admi- 
ral ; which the latter perceiving, ran his Slup afhore, 
and was follow'd by the other capital Ships. The Ad- 
miral and the St. Thomas were burnt ; and the St. 
Matthew and St. Andrew faved by the Engtijh Boats 
before they took Fire. The Englijh fhew'd great 
Moderation after the Vidory •, but the Dutch^ who did 
little or nothing in the Fight, made a great Slaughter 
among the Enemy, till they were reftrain'd by the 
Lord Admiral and Sir Walter. This Aftion was the 
more remarkable from the Difproportion between the 
Englijh and Spanift) Force, there being but feven Ships 
of the former opposed to feventy-one of the latter. 
And the Succefs of it was immediately follow'd by the 
taking of the City of Cadiz ; in which Sir Walter^ tho' 
wounded in the Sea-fight, was refolv'd to have had a 
Share, and accordingly went afliore ; but finding all 
Things in Confufion there, the Conduct of the Officers 
being far inferior to the Bravery of the Soldiers, he 
foon returned on Board the Fleet, where his Prefence 
was wanted in the Abfence of the Admiral. The next 
Morning he fent to the Generals for Orders to fall on 
the Spanijh IVefi-India Fleet outward bound, and laid 
to be worth twelve Millions, then lying in the Puerto- 
Royal J where they could not efcape him. But he re- 
ceived no Anfwer upon his repeated Meflages, which 
he imputed to the Hurry and Confufion, which they 
were in. In the Afternoon the Merchants of Cadiz. 

and 
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and Sevttie bflfer'd them two Millions of DuCats to 
/pare that Fleet : But tht Admiral being averfe to 
toy Cdmpofitibn ; and the Eaf 1 of EJfex:, defirous that 
the Laiid Officers fhould feize the Ships, which Sir 
fValter would not confent to out of Regard to the 
Honour of the Sailors ; the Opportunity of either 
taking or ranfoming them was loft ; for the next 
Morning June 2 3d, the Duke of Medina Sidonia caus'd 
all that rich Fleet to be burnt. Thus the Galleons, 
Frigites, A'rgofies, the Fleet of New-Spain^ and all 
except the Gallies, which appear to have efcaped, were 
conlum'd to Afhes. A good Number of the Enemy's 
Ordridnce was recovered out of their Ships, and the 
Plunder of the City in Merchandize, Plate, Jewels 
and Money, was very confiderable ; their whole Lo(s 
oeing Computed at twenty Millions of Ducats. Many 
wealthy Prifoners were given to the Land Commanders, 
who were inrich'd by their Ranfom, fome gaining by 
that Means ten, fome fixteen, others twenty thoufand 
Ducats. While Sir Walter got, to ufe his own Words, 
*' a larhe Leg and a deformed. For the reft, either I 
** Ipoke too late, or it was otherwife refolved. I have 
** not been wanting in good Words, or exceeding kind 
** and regardful Ufage -, but have Pofleffion of nought 
" but Poverty and Pain •» ." 

The Army embark'd on the 5th of July ; and it 
was dehberated in the Council of War, whether the 
Fleet Ihould not continue at Sea, in order to intercept 
the Weft-Indian Ships : But the Warjf of Provifions 
not permitting the Execution of this TDefigii, it was 
refolved to return towards England^ and vifit the Spa- 
fnjh Coafts in their Way, to deftroy the Enemy's Ship- 
ping, Accordingly thwsy fack^d aind demoiifh'd Faro^ 

c 2 a 

» Sir Walter Ralegh's Relation of the A6lioti at Cidiz in l596» 
pnbl^fh'd by his Grandfon Philip Ralegh^ Efq; at the End £^ an 
Abridgment of Sir Walter's Hiftory of the World, 1700 in 8va. 
Sir William Monfon's Naval Trafts, p, 184. Hakluyt, Pot- 
chas'8 Pilgruns, Vol. IV. fol, 1929. Sir Francis Vcrc's Com- 
mentaries^ p. 26/ 3D, &c« 
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a large and populous Town, but unfortified. The Ea?! 

, of £^x propofed likewife fome other Entcrprizcs, but 
met with great Oppofition from the reft of the principal 

' Land and Sea Officers; which, together with other Caufes, 
fo highly difgufted him, that upon his Return he wrote 
ji Cenfure of the Omiffions in this Expedition ; in which 
Paper he raifes four Objeftions to the Condudt of it ; 
that they did not poflefs the Indian Fleet ; that they 
abandoned Cadiz ; that they did not wait for the Car- 
racks and Indian Ships ; and laftly, that they did not 
attack the Enemy in other Parts. Thefe Omiffions 
he charges upon the other Commanders ; and in the 
two laft Articles particularly names Sir Walter Ralegh ; 
whofe Behaviour in this whole Expedition had been 
fuch, as was greatly approved of by the Queen, and 
admir'd by her Subjects ^. 

About two Months after his Return from the Con- 
queft of Cadiz^ he prepared a new Attempt in Favour 
of his Scheme for fettling Guiana. In order therefore 
to enlarge his Difcoveries, and open a Trade there, 
he fitted out a ftout Pinnace, which had been with 
him in the late Engagement, call'd after his own 
Name, the Watt^ well furnifti'd with every thing nc- 
ceffary, under the Command of Captain Leonard Ber- 
rie. This Veflel fai?d from Weymouth in the latter 
End of December 1 596, and arrived on the Coaft of 
Guiana in March following ; and having enteral into 
a friendly Commerce with the Inhabitants of it, and 
learned from them the State and Riches of the more 
inland Country^ returned to England^ arriving at Ply- 

, mouth on t;he 28th of June^ 1597 ^ 

This Expedition affords a ftrong Proof of two 
Things ; that Sir Walter himfelf was earneft in this 
Difcovery, fmce no other Caufe can be affign'd, why, 
having fo many Affairs of Importance upon his Hands, 
he fhould yet bufy himfelf in an Undertaking of this 
Kind 2 And that his Hopes of Succefs were as well 

founded, 
* OldjTi, fol. cv~cyiii. • Hakluyt, Vol. Ill fol. 69?. 
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founded^ as it was poflible in Things of this Nature? 
fmct the Account given us of this Voyage is fuch> 
as is liable to no juft Objeftions '*. 
He was ftill fufpended from the Execution of his Office 
of Captain of the Guard, tho' in the Beginning oi April 
1597, he was in great Hopes to be reftor'd to it * ; an4 
had in the middle oi March preceding flood for the Place 
of Vice Chamberlain ^. And to ftrengthen his Intereft he 
endeavoured about that Time to procure a Reconcilia- 
tion betweten the Earl of Ejfex and Secretary Cecily whofe 
Contefts had given continual Uneafinefs to the Queen *; 
and at lafl: o/i the 1 9th of April 1597, ^^ ^ffefted it **, 
and was admitted for fome Time afterwards into th? 
fecret Confultations, which the Earl and the Secretary, 
held with each other *. On the firft of June follow-^ 
ing, the Secretary brought Ralegh to the Queen, who 
treated hiin with great Kindncfs, and reftorM him to 
the Execution of his Place of Captain of the Guard : 
and the fame Evening he rode abroad with her Ma- 
jefty, and had private Conferences with her, and at- 
tended her in her Privy Chamber, with the fame Free- 
dom as formerly ^. 

Being thus reftor'd to the full Favour of her Ma- 
jefty, he was employed in the J/land Voyage in 1597, 
as Rear Admiral, the Earl of EJfex having the chief 
Command ; and the Lord Thomas Howard the Poft 
of Vice Admiral. The Defign of it was to defeat 
and deftroy at Ferol^ as well as in qther Ports of the 
Enemy, the Spanijh Fleet intended for a new Expedi- 
tion againft E7iglarJ and Ireland ; ^nd to leize uppn 
flich Indian Fleets of Treafure, as they fliould meet 
with, belonging to the King of Spmn -, but efpecially 
to conquer, retain, and garrifon moll pf the Iflcs of 

c 3 the 

** Lives of tb^ Admirals: By John Campbell, Efq; Vol, II. 
p, 56. * Letter of Mr. Whyte^ Apiil 9, 1597. Sidney Pa- 
pers, Vol. II. p. 37. ^ Letter of March 12. Ibid. p. 27. 
« Letter of March 4th. Ibid. p. 24. ^ Letter of April 19J 
Ibid. p. 42. ^ Let:er of April zx. Il^id. p. 44. ^. Lcttei^^ 
JfDc z^ 15J7. Ibid. p. ^4. 
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^he Azores^ and above all the Tercera. But the Spcccft 
of this Expedition did not anfwer the Greatnefs of the 
Preparations for it ; the Jealoufy of the Earl of 
EJfeXj the Commander, obftrufting the great Services, 
which Sir tValter Raltgh*^ Abilities might otherwife 
have performed. Their Differences began foon after the 
failing of the Fleet from Plymouth on the 9th of July^ 
A Misfortune befalling Sir fTalter's Ship in the Bay 
of Bifcdy^ obliged him to He behind the Fleet j and 
afterwards, when this Accident was repaired, arid he 
came to the Rock of UJbon^ he met with a large 
Number of Ships and Tenderi, which were by hini 
eondufted to the Azores. This fignal Service was 
mifinterpreted by the Earl's Creatures into an high 
Offence, as If thefe VefTels had quitted the General to 
wait orf the Rear Admiral. But Sir Walter fatisfied 
the Earl, that thefe Ships came to the Rock of UJbon^ 
ias the Rendezvous apjpointed by his Lordfhip him- 
felf J and that he finding them there, had brought 
them, according to his Duty, to attend iipon his Lord- 
ihip. * In the Council of War, which was held before 
the Ifle of Flores. it was refolv'd, that the General 
and Sir 7^^//^* * fhould jointly attack the Ifland of 
'Fayd\ where the latter waited feven Days for his 
liordfhip, and hearing nothing of him, call'd a Coun- 
cil of War, in which it was determined,- that* iJtf/(?g"i& 
fhould attempt the Town himfelf ; which he did with 
all the perfbnal Bravery of a Soldier, and all the Con- 
duft of an able Conimander, and on the 2 2d of Sep^ 
t ember made himfelf Maftef of the Place. The next 
Day the Earl ^rrivM from a fruitlefs Chace in quefl 
of the Enemy's' Indian Fleetis, which were not in thofe 
Parts ; and finding himfelf deprived of the Honour of 
taking Fc^yal^ was exalperated to fuch a Degree, that 
he broke ibnie of the Officers, who had behaved with 
great Gallantry yxn6.tr Ralegh \ and fomc of his De- 
pendents intimated, that Ralegh himfelf deferv'd to lofe 
his Head for Breach of Articles, in landing without his 
Lordfhip'sOrders. ButhisJuftificationofhinifelf,andthe 

' '. ' Mediation 
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MediatiQQ of the Lord Thomas Howard^, the Vice 
Admiral, brought the Earl to more Moderation, and 
the calhier'd Officers were reftor'd, and Sir Walter 
|Tetum*d to the public Service. The Earl however 
continued under the Influence of his own rafh and 
unadvifcd Temper, heightened by the Flatteries of Sir 
GiVy Morrick^ and Sir Chrijiopher Blount^ and his 
other Creatures \ which led him into feveral Errors, 
in Confequence of which he mifs'd the IVeJi India 
Fleet ; tho' Ralegh had the good Fortune to take feve- 
ral Prizes •. Upon their Return to England^ the Earl 
^endeavoured to transfer the Mifcarriages of the Expe-r 
dition upon Ralegh ; and indeed gain'd on his Side the 
Populace, whom the latter had never manag'd, while 
the more intelligent Part of the Nation were more 
juft to the Merits of his Antagonift ^ ; and the Queen 
herfelf was not well pleased with the Earl's Conduct, 
iince it was judged, that he might have done more 
fhan he did ; and his Proceedings againft Sir Waltery 
in calling his Adions to public Queflion before a 
Council of W^r, were highly difapproved *^. 

The Parliament being met on the 24tli of OSfober 
this Year, Sir Walter^ after a ihort Recefs to his Seat 
^t Sherborne^ took his Seat thpre, and continued an 
^ive Member dqring the reft of the Seffion, which 
fnded by a DifTolution on the 9th of February^^ 
1597-8 **• During the Courfe of it, he was employed 
by the Queen, in the latter End of December 159;^, 
to procure a Reconciliatipn between the Earl of EJfex. 
fnd the Lord Admiral, who having been created Earl 
of Nottingham during the Abfence of the former, it 
was fo highly refented by him, as this Promotion with 
the Pqft of Admiral gave Nottingham the Precedence *, 

c 4 that 

^ Sir Arthur Gqrges's Relation inPurchas's Pilgrim, Vol. IV. 
fol. 1958. Vtrc^s Commentaries, fol. 65, 66,67. ^ Oldys* 
fol. cxxWi. « Letter of Rowland Whyte, Efq; to Sir Robert 
Sidney, Nov. 5, 1597. Sidney Papers, Vol.11, p. 74. * OWjfSjr 
fo|.cxxvii, C2zvi|iu * CamdcDj» Ann. 1597. p. 692« 
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that EJfex ijififtcd upon the Alteration erf the nev 
Earl's Patent, or to maintain his own Right by Com- 
bat againft that Earl, or any of his Sons or Family ^ ; 
\n which he was fo inflexible, that her Majefty was 
oblig'd to create him Earl Marlhal oV-fingland^ in 
prder to fupport his Precedence '. k 

Soon after this, in the Beginning of January 1 597-8^ 
Sir Walter Ralegh^ and Sir Robert Cecily Secretary of 
State, who had been for fome Time upon ill Terms 
with the Earl of EJJex^ were brought into a great De- 
gree of Familiarity, to the Surprize of the Public ^ : 
And Sir Walter follicited the Earl's Intereft to obtain 
fome Reward for his Service, or fome Honour to be 
f onfcrr'd upon him ; having laid afide all Hopes of 
the Place of Vice Chamberlain, for which he found 
his Lx)rdlhip*s Promife engaged to Sir Robert Sidney^ 
whom her Majefty was inclined to prefer to it K He 
was likewife very importunate with Sir Robert Cecily 
that fomething might be done for him, before that 
Serjretaiy went to France as Ambaflador to Henry IV, 
to divert him from the Peace then in Treaty at Ver^ 
vins : And an Offer w^s made to the Earl of EJfex^ 
that if he would affift Sir Walter^ in procuring what 
he wanted, which was probably the Vice Chamberlain- 
^ip, a third Part of the Prizes fhould be pbtain*d 
for the Earl towards the Payment of his Debts ^. Be- 
fore the Secretary*s Departure for France^ Sir Walter j 
who cujtiyated his Fri^ndfhip at that Time with great 
Affiduity, cntertaio'd him with a Banquet and Play \ 
and attended him to Dover "*, the Secretary having, 
before he left London^ agri^ed With the Earl of EJfex to 

ormg 

^ Mr. R. Whyte's Letter tp Sir Robert Sidney, St. Thomas's 
Day, 15517. 'Sidn^ Papers, Vol. 11. p. 77. ( Camden, 

iibi fupra. ^ Mr. Whyte's Letter of the 3d of January, 1597. 
Ibid, ^.79. * Mr.Whytc's Lietter of January 14, 1597. Ibid. 
J). 80. ^ Mr. Whyte's Letter of January 19, 1597. Ibid, 
ipv 82. ' Letter of January 30, 1597. Ibid. p. S6. "» Letter 
of February 11, 1597. Ibid. p. 89. ' . • . ' 
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bring Ralegh^ as well as Sir Rol^ert Sidney^ into the ' 
Privy Council *. 

About the i8th of Fehruaryj 1597-8, upon 
the Advice of a Spanijh Fleet coming upon the 
Coaft, in tUeir Paffage to reinforce their Army in 
Flanders^ Sir Walter haftened into Cornwall^ in order 
to put that County into a Situation of Defence ^ ; and 
on the 4th of March following, there was a Talk of 
fending him Lord Deputy to Ireland "" ; which conti- 
nued for fcveral Days after ** ; and on the 1 5th of that 
Month he was fent for by the Privy Council to give 
his Opinion with Relation to the Affairs of that Kingr 
dom "^ : But he was averfe to the Acceptance of the 
Poft of Lord Deputy ^ 

Before the Death of the Lord Treafurcr in Auguji 
1598, Sir Walter procured the Reftoration of the 
Dutchy Manors in Cornwall to their antient Tenures *, 
and a Revocation of a Tax on the curing of Fifh ^ ; 
and he fhew'd himfelf upon all Occafions a zealous 
Friend to the Privileges and Interefts of that Coun- 
ty, where he fil?d the mofl* important OiEces \ 

Upon the Alarm of an Invafion from Spain in the 
Beginning of Auguli 1599, a Fleet being immedi- 
ately fitted out, Ralegh was appointed Vice Admiral ^ ; 
and about the 1 7th of that Month he took his Leave 
of the Court, to go on board the Fleets But tlic 
Apprehenfions of Danger from the Spaniards being 
foon remov'd, he returned to Court j having a flrong 
Pefire to be created a Baron "*• 

The 

* T ettcr of February 1 5, 1 597. Ibid. p. 90. b Letter 

of February 18, 1597. Ibid, p 91. « Letter of 

March 4th, 1597. Ibid. p. 94. ** Letter of March 10, 

159'. Ibid. p. 95. e Let er of Mirch 15. ibid. 

p. 96. ^ Letter of March i8tb. Ibid. % Carew's SuTvey 
of Cornwall, p 36, 37. Oldys, fol. cxxviii. ** Carcw, 
p. 79, 80. * Oldys. fol. cxxix. ^ Letter of Mr. Whytr, 

of Auguft 5, 1599. Sidney Papers, Vol. II. p. 113. ^ Let- 
ter of Auguil 18, Ibid. p. u;. «» Letter of oejgteniber 20, 
1599. l6id. p. 126, ' ' ' 
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The Earl of Effex^ who had given new OfFencc to 
Sir Walter **, before his going Lord Lieutenant to Irc^ 
land^ about Apil 1 599, having by his Conduft there, 
and unexpeftcd Return from thence, on the 28th of 
September^ provok*d the Queen to order him to be con- 
fined, and to be examined the next Day before her 
Council, Sir Walter adher'd to Secretary Cecily who 
was of the oppofite Party to the Earl, dining with 
Or/7 that very Day , after his Lordfliip's Examination ^ 
And his Prejudices againft and Je^loyfy of the 
Earl were now fo piuch heightened, thgt upon a 
flight Circumftance of Favour fhewn by the Queen 
to his Lordfhip in the beginning of November follow- 
ing, Sir Waftfr fell fick i upon which her Majefty 
gracioufly fent tp fee him ^ A few Days after there 
was difcover'd a Breach of the long Fricndfhip between 
him and LK)rd Cobham-y tho' the Caufc was not 
known *. In the Beginning of 'Pecember he fell fick % 
^d his Diforder foon app^ar*d to b^ an Ague *, at 
which time he was fufpetted with Relation to fome 
Libels * \ but of what Kind they were, we have nq 
Account. However, in the Beginning of January 
following iJ92, he had Expedfaitions of being advanced 
to be a Privy Counfellor ^ ; and a few Days after, hi^ 
Advice was afk'd and followed with regard to the 
Viftualling and Manning of Ireland^. In March 
following, he follicited to be one of the Commifiloners 
of the Treaty at Boulogne ; but her Majefty, as it was 
thought, perceiving, that if he were appointed to 
that Commiflion, he would apply to be of the Privy 
Council, before he went thither, which fhe had no. 
Inclination to grant, he was refufed his Requeft in 

th? 

^ OHys, fol. cxxxi, cxxxii. « Mr. Whyte's Letter of Sept. 
30. 1 599. Sidney Papers, p. 1 29. ' Letter of Npv. 4th, Ibid. 
p. 139. « Letter of Noy. 15. Ibid. p. 141. ^ Letter of 
December %. Ibid. p. 149. * Letter of Decern. 1 3. Ibid* p. t ^o- 
* Letter of January 5th 159^* Ibid. p. 1561 ^ Lettec of Jan. 
\2, Ibid. p. 159. * 
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jthe Other Point". Upon this Difappointment he 
retir*<J with fqme Difcontent to his Seat at Sherborne^ 
where he continued above two Months; but being 
fcnt for about the middle of May \ returned to Court 
about the Beginning of JtinCy arid renew'd his Sollici- 
tation for the Vice-Chamberlainifhip ^ In the latter 
End of that Months or Beginning of the folio wing^ 
he went with Lord Cobham to Flandersj to the Camp 
pf Count Maurice ; and as tlois might give Umbrage 
to the Arch-Duke, Secretary Cecil wrote to the Engujb 
Commiffioners at the Treaty at Boulogne^ on the i^Ih 
of July ', that Cobham and Ralegh had no Charge^ ' nor 
carried either Horfe or Man, but fome half a Dozen of 
their own : But that finding the Queen refolved to have 
Peace, if good Conditions could^be had, they had ob- 
tained leave with Importunity tp fee that one AAion, 
then expeAed, fince they defpair'd of feeing any more 
of the like Kind in her Majefty's time. And in an- 
other Letter, written on the i8th of that Month, 
from Boulogne to the Secretary, by Sir Henry Neville ^ 
one qf the Commiffioners there, he mentions it as a 
Report, that Cobham and Ralegh were gone over upon 
pretext' to fee the Camp and Siegp of the Fort Ifabella 
near Ofiendj where Count Maurice lay yet unprofitably, 
gs he had before at Newport : But Sir Henry thought, 
that they had fome other End j and that in England 
thire was fome Alarm taken at thefe Matters, tho* 
the Commiffioners at Boulogne were not worthy to. 
know it. Sir Henry lilcewife, in a Letter to Mri 
Winwood ' pbferves, that the Journey of Cobham and 
Ralegh 'was not upon Curiofity only, but that they 
carried fome MefT^e. But their Stay in Flanders was 
yery fhort, for they were returned to England by the 
14th of July \ ' ' ' 
'■ * " • Upon 

" Letter pf March ? i. Ibid p. 178, " Letter of March 22, 
p. iSi, April 3, i6cp, p. 185. April 19. p. 188, and May 16, 
p. I9|. • Letter of Juns 2, 1000. p» 198. p Winvvood's 
Memorials, Vol. I. i. tiy ^ Ihl^. p z}o, ' Ibid p, 231. 
• Ibid. p. 215, 
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Upon the Death of Sir Anthony Paukt in the be- 
ginning of Auguft^ the Government of Jerfey becom- 
ing vacant. Sir Walter was immediately thought the 
likelieft Perfon to fucceed in it^, tho* he had Sir 
William Rujfel for a Competitor, to whom it was faid 
that Sir Walter had ofFer'd to refign his Wardenfhip of 
the Stanneries, and the Lieutenancy of Cornwall^ on 
Condition Sir William would defift from his Applica- 
tion. Sir Walter^ who at that time was indifpos'd with 
an Ague, had of late gro\/n into high Credit with the 
Queen ; and his Intereft with the great Men of the 
Court was then very confiderable ". And about the 
23d of that Month of Auguft it was known, that he 
would have the Government of Jerfey^ upon Condi- 
tion of paying the Lord Henry Seymour 300I. a Year 
out of it, who claimed a Grant from her Majefty of 
that Sum, which had been paid him before by Sir 
Anthony Paulet ^ ; and accordingly the Patent wa$ 
pafs'd to Sir Walter for that Government, on the 26th 
of that Month, with a Grant of the Manor or Lord- 
ihip of St. Germain in Jerfey *. 

The Earl of EJ[ex^ who fmce his Return from Ire^ 
land had been confined and fufpended from all his 
Offices, not being yet fufficiendy humbled by the 
Perfecutions, which he had fufFer'd, continued his 
Praftices againft his Enemies at Court, both by do- 
meftic Faftions, and by reprefenting them to the King 
k£. Scotland as ill affedled to his Succeffion : And in this 
manner he was particularly injurious to Ralegh. And 
when that unfortunate Earl, on the 8th of February 
1 6ox, was fo ill advis'd by his Creatures to attempt a 
a public Infurreftion, he pretended, that theC^ufe of his 
taking Arms was to defend himfclf againft the Vio- 
lence of his perfonal Enemies, the Lord Cobham and 

Ralegh 

* Mr. Why te's Letter of Auguft 12, 1600. Sidney Papers, p. 
210. » Letter of Aug. 16, p. 210. "^ Letter of Aug. 23, 

p. 112, and Aug. iz, p. no. » Rymer's Fpeder^, VoL xvi. 
fol. 398. ' 
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Ralegh having form'd a Defign of murdering him v 
tho', on the other Hand, it is certain, that Sir Fer^ 
dinando Gorges^ one of the Earl's AccompUces, after- 
wards accused Sir Chriftopber Blount y another of them, 
of perfuading him to kill, or at leaft apprehend Sir 
Walter ; which Gorges refufing^ Blount difcharg'd four 
Shots after him in a Boat. Blount acknowledged this, 
and at the time of his Execution afk*d Six JFalter For- 
givenefs for it, which he readily granted. While the 
Earl garrifon'd his Houfe, SirfFalter was one of thofe, 
who invefted it -, and when his Lordfhip was brought 
to Tryal on the 19th of February , he with forty of 
the Queen's Guard was prefent upon Duty, and like- 
wife examined with relation to a Conference, which 
he had upon the Thames the Morning of the Infur- 
redtion with Sir Ferdinando Gorges. At the Execution of 
EJfex fix Days after in the 'Tower, Ralegh attended, 
probably in his Charge as Captain of the Guard, and 
flood near the Scaffold, that he might the better an- 
fwer, if EJfex Ihould be defirous of fpeaking to him ; 
but retir'd, before the Earl's Execution, becaufe the 
People fecm'd to take his Appearance there in a wrong 
Light ; tho' he afterwards repented of, fince his retiring 
the Earl had a. Dcfire to fee and fpeak with him before 
his Death; which was, in all probability, to have 
afk'd Ralegh''^ Forgivenefs for having traduc'd and ca- 
lumniated him, in order to colour his own rafli and 
criminal Defigns ^ 

* In the Summer of the Year 1601, Ralegh attended 
the Queen in her Progrefs ; and when the King of 
France came to Calais j upon the Alarm of the Arch- 
Duke's befieging of Q/?^, and fentover to herMajefty, 
then at Dover^ Monlieur de Rofny, afterwards Duke 
of Sully J Sir fValter was one of the Perlbns of Di- 
ftinftion, who receiv'd him^. 

Soon 

» Oldys, foK cxxxv, cxxxix. * Mcmoircs dc SuU/, Tom. 
HI. part. 2. p. 40. Edit, de Roucn^ 1663. 
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Soon after tnt Qucen^s Return from her ProgfefAj 
iier laft Parliament met at Wejiminfter on the 2 7th of 
Otlober 1601, in which Sir Walter fate as one of the 
knights of the Shire for Cornwall^ ; and this being a 
Seffion full of important Bufincjfs, he was frequently, 
engag'd in it. He oppos*d the Aft for fowing cf 
Hempi difapproving or fuch Schemes of compelling 
People to manure or ufc their Ground, contrary to 
their own Judgment or Inclination ; and the Bill wai 
accordingly rejefted. He promoted the Subfidy ; 
and when the Complaint againft Monopolies was 
brought into the Houfe of Commons, on the 20th of 
November^ he defended his Patent for the Pre-emption 
of Tin ; but offered, that, if all other Patents of that 
Kind fliould be repealed, he would give his Confent 
as freely to the cancelling of that, as any Member of* 
thb Houfe ^ ; and it does not appear, that he had any 
Occafion to blufli at Dr. Bennefs mentioning the 
Monopoly ofCardSi as Mr. ^ownjhend * affirms he did^ 
fince that Monopoly belonged to Sir Edward Darcy. 
He fheV7*d the Defefts and Hardfhips in the Bill for 
Reformation of Ahufes in Inns ^ ; and was very adlivd 
in that to reftrain the Tranfportatitm of Ordnance^ 
which was of great Importance of that time; for 
tho* Sir Henry Neville had a Patent for tranlporting 
it, which produced a Duty to her Majefty of three 
thoufand Pounds a Year, yet the Inconvcniencies 
iRrere great j the Englijh Cannon being exported to all 
Countries, which were Friends with Dunkirk^ and 
Confederates with Spain^ in fuch Quantities^ that the 
Spaniards were well fupplied upon very eafy Terms ^^ 
He declared likewife for the Repeal of the Statute of 
Tillage^ which had been made in the time of Dearth ; 
and for the Tix to repair Dover^Haven ) and expofed 

the 

* Townlhend*s Colle£tion8» fol. 1889 204, 23C> 24 4> 245. 
Oewes's Journal, fbl. 626, 633. • p. 23a. * Townflwnd, fol, 
279. • Oldys, fol. cxli, cM. 
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tKe t)efe6b of a Bill for the more diligent kefort to 
Church on Sundays, which was afterwarcis rejected ^ 

It was probably in the Year 1602, that he fold his 
Eftate in Ireland to Mr. Boyle, afterwards Earl of Cork* 
And about Midfummer he fettled his Eftate of Sber- 
home upon his Son iVaker, on account of a Challenge 
which he had received from Sir Amias Prejlon, who 
had been knighted at Cadiz by the Earl of Effexi 
which Challenge Sir Walter intended to anfwer, and 
therefore put his Affairs in Order. The Caufe of their 
Quarrel does not appear ; but they were afterwards re-** 
concil'd without proceeding to a Duel ^. 

The Death of Queen Elizabeth, on the 24th of 
March, 1602-3, prov'd a great Misfortune to 'Ralegh ; 
her Succeflbr King James I. having been, as is already 
obferv*d, extremely prejudiced againft him by the Earl 
of Ejfex. And thofe Prejudices feem to have, been 
heighterfd by Secretary Cecil in his private Correfpon- 
tfences with that timorous and jealous King before his 
Acceffion to the Crown of England, or at leaft imme- 
diately upon that Event ^ ; for tho* Ralegh and Cecil 
had united againft EJfex^ yet after the Ruin of that 
Earl and his Party, their Friendlhip foon terminated in 
a RivalQiip for Power. To which is added another very 
important Caufe of his Majefty's Difguft to Sir Walter-^ 
that he, together with the Lord Cohbam, Sir John 
Fortefcue, and others, would have obliged the King to 
Articles before he was admitted to the ThronCj^ and 
that the Number of his Countrymen fhould be li- 
mited *. Nor is it improbable, that an Offence might 
be taken from his Dcfign of marrying his Son to a 
Ward of his, the Daughter and Heirefs of Bajjet of 
Umberleigh and Hinton-Court in Devonjhire, with an 
Eftate of three Thoufand Pounds a Year j that Fa- 
mily 

^ Townfliend, fbl. 299, 309* • 01dy5, fol. cxlvii, cxlviiL 
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mily being defcended from the Plantagenets^ and laying 
ibme Claim to the Crown at this very Time ^ * But 
whatever Diflike the King had of Ralegh^ he did not 
difcover it immediately upon his Arrival m London in 
the Beginning of May 1 603, but treated him for fome 
Weeks with great Kindnefs. However, his Majefty's 
pacific Genius could not long relifti fo martial a Man, 
who, he apprehended, might engage him in a War ^ ; 
and adtually proposed to him to carry two thoufand 
Men to invade the Spaniards without any Expence to 
the King "* ; and wrote a Difcourfe, defign'd to be 
prefented to him, againji the Peace with Spain now in 
Agitation j advifing his Majefty to continue the Pro- 
tedlion of tht JJnited Provinces : And he intended ano- 
ther Difcourfe concerning the Method of carrying on 
War againft Spain and the Indies. He offered likewife 
to the King a Memorial^ in which he reflefted feverely 
upon Secretary Cecil for his Condudl towards the Earl 
of EJfeXy transferring the whole Blame of that Noble- 
man's Death from himfelf to the Secretary ; and im- 
puting to him, and the Lord Treafurer his Father, 
the Execution of Maty Queen of Scots, his Majefty V 
Mother. But this Memorial had no EfFeft upon the 
King, and a very pernicious one to the Writer of it, 
by cxafperating Cecil ftill more againft him ". Ralegh 
therefore began to be neglefted and ill treated at Court, 
and was foon after removed from the Captainfliip of 
the Guards, which was given to Sir Thomas ErJkiHj 
his Majefty 's Favourite as well as Countryman •; nor 
was it long before he was charged with being engag'd 
in a Plot againft the King and Royal Family, which 

appears 

"^ Obfervations on Sanderfon's Hiftory, p. 12. Edit, 1656. 
Prince's Worthies of Devonihire, fol. 114. & Wood, Athen. 
Oxon. Vol. I. fpl. 366. ' A brief Relation of Sir Walter Ra- 
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appears to have had fome Reality with Regard to fome 
of the Perfons charged with it j but no clear Evidence 
has yet been produced of Ralegh's having any Con- 
cern in it. Thuanus^s Account of this Affair p is en-' 
tirely faulty^ and has nothing of that Accuracy, which 
we fo juftly admire in his admirable Hiftory, being 
formed upon the grofs Mifreprefentations of his Coun- 
tryman Piilor Cayet "* : But the Sum of what our own 
Writers furnifh upon this Subjeft is to this i'urpofe* 
In the Train of Count Aremberg^ who, in the Begin- 
ning of June 1603, came over Embaflador from the 
Archduke Albert^ to congratulate King James^ and 
promote a general Peace, was one Matthew de Lau- 
rencie^ 2, Merchant of Antwerp^ with whom the Lord 
Cobham had held InteUigence fome Years before upon 
Matters of State, with Licence from the Govern- 
ment. Five Days after Aremberg^ Arrival, that is, 
about the 9th of Juney Cobham went to him with Lau- 
rencicy and the fame Night fupp'd with Sir Walter 
Ralegh^ at Durham-Houfe in the Strand^ who by this 
Means came to underftand, that Cobham was entered 
into a new Negotiation with Aremberg \ and he was, 
as the chief of thofe who oppos'd the Peace, offered a 
Sum of Money by Cobham to be a Prompter of it ; an 
Offer of the fame Kind haying likewife been made to 
him by Cobham before the Arrival of Aremberg ^ 
But how little difpos'd Ralegh was to accept of Mo- 
ney from, or to enter into, the Intereft of Spatn^ is 
evident from his Application to the Marquis de Rofny^ 
afterwards Duke de Sully^ immediately upon his Arri- 
val in England as Embalfador Extraordinary from 
France in the Beginning of the fame Month of 7»»^,and 
at the very Time when Ralegh is reprefented to have 
attached himfelf to Spain. For we find by a Letter 

d of 



p Tom. V. L. 129, p. lo^6« ^ Chronologic Septennaire, 

424. Edit* Paris 1605. 8vo. 
nd of Oldys's Life, fol. ccjKliV. 



p. 424. Edit* Paris 160$. 8vo. ' lUiegh's Tryal« at the 



I The LIF^ of 

of Rofny\ to Ilenry IV. written from London the {^ of 
that Month, that both Ralegh and Cobham had come 
to him, exprefsly to acquaint him of the Praftices of 
the Agents and Friends of Spain^ and efpecially the 
Engliih CathoHcs to engage King James in an Alliance 
with that Court againft France and the United Provinces: 
Which Intelligence was confimi'd to him by the Earl 
of Northuraberknd^ who had been gained to the French 
Intereil by the Prefents made to him by Rofny^ and the 
Offer of a Penfion *. 

In the Beginning of the next Month, the Confpi- 
racy, in which George Brooke^ Brother to Lord Cob- 
ham J Watfon and Clarke^ two Romijh Priefts, and others, 
were engaged, being difcover'd. Secretary Cecily who 
had lately been created Baron of EJfendon^ finding 
upon the Confeiiion of Anthony Copley^ one of the 
Confpirators, who was apprehended on the 6th of 
July % that the King's Perfon was to be furpriz'd by 
the Lord Grey of IViltofi, and George Brooke^ Brother 
to Cobham^ he fufpe&ed that Lord himfelf to be in the 
Secret ; and Cobbamh Intimacy with Ralegh^ who was 
now purchafing an Eftate for him, and fettling his 
DoHieftic Affairs, drew Ralegh into the fame Suf- 
picion. Lord Cecil therefore meeting Sir Walter upon 
the Terrace at JVindfor^ acquainted him, that the Lords 
of the Council had fomething to fay to him ' ; upon 
which the latter was examined by them about Cobham's 
Praftice with Aremberg^ whom he. fully cleared ", and 
after Examination further fliid, that whatever Corre- 
fpondence was between Cobham and Arembergy Lauren- 
cie might be better able to give Account of it • and 
therefore advis*d the fending for him ; tho* he knew of 
no Intelligence between them, but fuch as might be 
warranted. The fame Advice ^le afterwards gave in a 

Letter 
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Letter to Lord Cecil '^. When Ralegh return'd from 
Examination a private Prifoner to his own Houfe, 
Cobham fent to him to know what had pafs'd* Ralegh 
returned an Anfwer by Captain Keymis^ that he h^ 
been examined, and had clearM him of all ; and Key-- 
mis bid Cobham be of go^d Comfort, for one Witnefs 
would not condemn him. This Precaution, to arm 
Cobham againft making Difcoveries, was, after his Con- 
feflion of it, objefted againft Ralegh ; but he abfolutely 
denied, that he had fent any fuch verbal Meflage ^^ 
When Cobham was brought to his Examination at 
Richmond^ the Date of which appears to have been 
the 1 8th of Jul}\ and after he had, by a conftant De- 
nial, cleared both himfelf and Ralegh of all that was 
queftion'd againft them both, he was by Device^ as a 
Gentleman, who was prefent at Ralegh*% Tryal ob- 
ferves y, induced to think, that Ralegh had firft im- 
peached and betray'd him. For that Part of Ralegh^% 
Letter to Lord Cecil mentioned above, which referred 
the Lords of the Council to Laurencie for the Tran* 
faftions of Cobham v^'ixh Aremhergy being Ihew'd to 
Cobham^ ^nd accompanied probably with fuch artful 
Suggeftions, as were proper to raife Sufpicions in him 
qH Ralegh y who, he imagined, had accufed him of all, or 
more than he knew ; he burft out into vehement Ex- 
clamations againft that Gentleman ; and in his Rage 
and Madnefs made the following Confeflion ; " That 
*' having a Paflport to go to the King of Spain^ he 
*' intended firft to confer with the Archduke ^ and be- 
*' caufe he Jknew he had not Money to pay his own 
Army, meant from thence to go to Spain^ to deal 
with the King for fix hundred Thouland Crowns ; 
then to reuirn by Jerfey ; and that nothing fhould 
*' be done about the Diftribution of that Money to 

d 2 ** the 
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" the difcontented in England^ till he had fpolien 
" with Sir Walter Ralegh. And that he had never 
" entered into thefe Courfes but by his Inftigation.** 
He fpoke likewifc of Plots, of the Particulars of which 
he could give no Account j yet acknowledged, that 
he was afraid that Ralegh^ upon his Return to Jer- 
fey^ would deliver both him and the Money, that he 
fhould bring over, to the King ". After all this, be- 
fore Cobbam departed to the Stair-foot, he retradled his 
Confeffion, and profefs'd, that he had done Ralegh 
wrong ' ; nor is it certain, that he fubfcrib'd his Con- 
feffion ^. In another Branch of his Examination he 
faid, that he had received of Ralegh a Book written 
againft the King's Title, which he gave to his Brother 
Brooke^ and that Ralegh faid it was fooHftily written. 
But this he likewife retraced. Upon this and other Parts 
of his Confeffion more foreign to Ralegh^ concerning the 
Advancement of thch^dy Arabella Stuarf to the Throne, 
as alfo from that of George Brooke^ a known Enemy to 
Ralegh, as Lord Cecil could not deny, afferting, that 
his Brother Cobham told him, (tho* Cobham in his Con- 
feffion refused to own it) " That the Lord JGrey and 
others were only on the Bye, but he and Ralegh on 
the Main j meaning by this, faid Brooke, the taking 
" away of the King and his Iflue /' together with 
what Ralegh acknowledged in his own Examination, 
** That Lord Cobham offered him eight Thoufand 
'' Crowns for his furtherance of the Peace, tho* Lord 
'' Cecil and the Earl of Northumberland were to have 
" the fame Proffers *^ ; and that in fome Difcourfes he 
might have faid, that the Way to invade England 
was to begin with Stirs in Scotland :" Upon thefe 
Circumftances Ralegh was indifted at Staines in Middle- 

fex. 
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fex^ on the 21ft of September 1603 *^ •, as Cohham and 
Grey were three Days after ; and all of them return'd 
Pfifoners to the Tower of London. 

The Situation of thefe unhappy Men in the Begin- 
ning of the next Month appears from Lord Cecirs 
Letter of the 3d ot that Month frpni the Court at 
Winchefter^ to Mr. Ralph IVinwood^ then Refident in 
Holland ^ ; wherein he obferves, that all the Con^ 
fpirators were already indided ; and that their Defign 
was reducible to thefe two Heads ; " The one, the 
Treafon of Surprize of the King and Court ; the 
Confequence whereof mull needs have proved very 
dangerous and bloody : the other, a Purpofe to 
propound to Spain the Means to raife him a Party 
to extirpate the King and his Iflue, by difburfing a 
" Sum of five hundred thoufand Crowns. In the firft 
** the Lord Grey^ Mr. George Brooke^ Sir Griffin 
*' Markbam, and many other private Gendemen were 
engaged : In the fecond, the Lord Cobham confef- 
feth himfelf guilty, and fo doth George Brooke ; but 
*• Sir Walter Ralegh yet perfifts in Denial of the main 
*' Treafons •, which tho* he doth by having gotten 
" fome Intelligence of the LordCobham's Retraftation, 
'* yet the firft Accufation is fo well fortified with other 
** demonftrative Circumftances, and the Retradlation fo 
*' blemifhed by the Difcovery of that Intelligence, 
" which they had, as f?w Men can conceive it comes 
*' from a clear Heart." 

When the Time of their Tryal drew nigh, in the 
Beginning of November^ Ralegh got a poor Man in 
the Tower to caft up a Letter, fattened to an Apple, 
in at Cobham's Window, while the Lieutenant was at 
Supper, to intreat him, (becaufe he then l^new not 
but Cobham might be arraigned before him) " for 
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** God's Sake, to do him Juftice by his Anfwer, and 
** fignify to him, that he had wronged him in his Ac- 
** cufation :'* And Cobham did, by an Anfwer under 
his Hand, confefs the fame ; but this not being per- 
haps fo full and expreffive as Ralegh expefted, he af- 
terwards fent Cobham another Letter, defiring. that he 
would publifh his Innocence at his Arraignment. But 
tho* Ralegh did not now requeft any further Juftifica- 
tion under his Hand, Cohham fent him another Anfwer, 
clearing him in the moft folemn and perfedt Man- 
ner ^. 

The Plague raging at thai Time in LoridoHy and the 
Term being proclaimed to be held at Winchefier^ Sir 
Walter Ralegh was conveyed in his own Coach, under 
the Cuftody of Sir Robert Manfel^ on the loth of 
November^ to Bagfhot in Surrey^ and thence, two Days 
after, to the Caftle at IVinchejier \ whither the other 
Confpirators were conduced about the fame tijne *. 

Here Cobham having been again prevail'd upon to 
make frefli Agcufations againfl: Raleghyin a Letter to the 
Lords of the Council, at lead fubfcrib'd with his 
Name, the Tryal of the latter was firft brought on 
upon the 1 7th of th^t Month, before the following 
Commifljoners, the Earl of Suffolk Lord Chamber- 
Jain, the Earl of Bevon^ the Lord Henry Howard^ the 
Lord Cecily the Lord Wotton^ Sir John Stanhope Vice 
Chamberlain, Popham Lord Chief Juftice of Eng- 
land^ Anderfon Lord Chief Juftice of the Common 
Pleas, and the two Judges Gaudy and TVarburton^ 
and Sir William Wade. He excepted againft none of 
the Jury, being all Strangers -, but it is affirmed, that 
another Jury had been appointed, the Foreman of 
which was Sir Michael Stanhope^ the next Sir Edward 
J)arcy^ the i)ext Sir IVilliam Killigrew^ all Men of 

Honour, 
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Honour, and who had been near Servants to Queen 
Elizabeth : But thefe being found not proper for the 
Purpofe, were all changed the Night before, and the 
others put in their Places '*. The Indidment having 
been opened and aggravated by Serjeant Healb and 
Coke the Attorney Genera), who endeavoured to fix the 
Treafons of the reft upon Ralegh^ becaufe he was a 
Man of Wit and the Sword \ Cobban^ % Examination was 
read \ upon which Sir Walter Ihew'd the ImprobabiHty 
of the Accufations contain'd in it- The reft of the 
Proceedings upon the Tryal may be feen in the Ac- 
count of it, which has been frequently printed : But it 
were to be wifti'd, that it had been drawn up with 
more Clearnefs and lefs Partiality, of v/hich there are 
ftrong Marks throughout the whole. Inftead tliere- 
fore of tranfcribing from fo common as well as fo fuf- 
pefted a Narrative, it will be to more Purpofe to in- 
fert here fome Parages from the Letter ' of a Gentle- 
man prefent at the Tryal, who remarks, that Sir Wal- 
ter during the Courfe of it, behaved himfelf fo wor- 
thily, fo wifely, and fo temperately, that in half a Day 
the Minds of all the Company were changed from 
the extremeft Hate, to the greateft Pity. The Points, 
with which he was charged, were Defigns of Sedition 
in Scotland ; of the Invafion of England \ of the fet- 
ting up of Lady jirabella's Title ; of the procuring of 
600,000 Crowns, to be diftributed to difcontented Per- 
fons ; the Delivery of a Book againft the King's Title; 
the perfuading Cobham to procure, that the Lady Ara- 
bella fhould write for Afliftance to the King of Spain^ 
and to promife Peace between England and Spain^ the 
Toleration of the Popijh Religion, and to be governed 
by Cobham^ Brooke and Ralegh in her Marriage -, and a 
Purpofe to deftroy the King and his IfTue : AH which 

d 4 things 
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things were alledged to have been undertaken at the 
Inftigation of Ralegh. With regard to the fetting up 
of Arabella^ the Writer of the Letter obferves, no- 
thing was prov'd, any more than with regard to the 
Invaiion of England^ or Sedition in Scotland^ or De- 
ftniftion of the King. Ralegh confefs'd, that he had 
been offer'd by Cobham eight thoufand Crowns from 
the Archduke, which he accepted not, but referred 
him to another Time. He own*d likewife, that fuch 
a Book, as was mentioned, had been in his Hands ; 
but denied, that he had fent it to Cobham, The Proof 
againft him refted only upon Cobhamh Accufation, 
and fome Prefumptions, of which that only was the 
Ground. He Ipent a confiderable Time in difabKng 
that Accufation, as being only utter'd in Fury, by 
Reafon, that by a Device Cobham was brought to think, 
that Ralegh had accused him. He urg'd, that as the 
Accufation proceeded from paflionate Revenge, and 
therefore not to be alledg'd to the Prejudice of another 
Man's Life •, ib the Accufer had afterwards repented 
of it; and tho' he was again by Pradlice drawn to 
affirm it, yet he would never be brought to fet his 
Hand to the Examination. He fhew*d them from 
the Maxims of Divinity, and Civil Statute, and Com- 
mon Law, and Confcience, that there ought to be 
produced againft him two Witneffes ; and that his Ac- 
cufer Ihould be brought to aecufe him Face to Face. 
The Judges determined, that this latter Requeft did 
not ftand with the Ufe of Law ; and to the former 
it was anfwer'd, that a Witnefs accufing another, to- 
gether with himfelf, was injiar multorum. He brought 
ieveral ftrong Arguments in difproof of thefe Opi- 
nions. The Writer of the Letter allows, that there 
were fome Circumft^nces to give Prefumption, but 
no Proof at all ; but what weighed moft with him 
was^ that as foon as Ralegh had been queftion'd the 
firft Time at large, when Cobham was not fo much as 
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nam^d, he fpeedily difpatch'd a Letter to that Lord 
to this EfFed: : " I have been examined of divers 
*' Points touching you before the Lords of the Coun- 
*' cil ; but I have cleared you in all. Be firm, and 
^' know, that one Witnefs cannot hurt you :" Which 
Letter feem'd to have been written by Ralegh rather 
to arm Cobham^ for that which might be to come, 
than to inftruft him for that which was pafs'd ; fince 
there was in Truth no Ground for fuch Expedition. 
• Again it was urg'd, that a Month before Cobhamh 
Accufation, George Brooke had delivered it, as out of 
Cobbam's Mouth, " that Cobham and Ralegh were up- 
** on the MatHj and that it would never be well, till 
*^ the King and his Cubs were taken away.'* To this 
Ralegh anfwer'd, that Brooke was his known Enemy, 
^d therefore did not care what he utter'd to endanger 
him ; and, befides, that Cobham had never confefs'd 
that under his Hand. To the other Point of the Letter 
to Cobbamy the Weaknefs of his Anfwer made it 
ftrong ; for he denied it improbably. But the main 
Evidence being only C^^^^»»*s Accufation, which, all 
Things confider'd, fays the Writer of the Letter, was 
no more to be weighed than the barking of a Dog, 
" I would not for much, adds he^ to have been of«the 
*' Jury, to have found him guilty." For a little be 
fore the Jury went out, after. Ralegh had put 
himfelf upon this, that Cobham had never thoroughly 
departed from his Recantation ; and that if he would 
viva voce accufe him of any Part, he would confefs 
the whole Indiftment ; the Attorney read a Letter 
from Cobham to the Lords, dated the 1 6th of that 
Month oi November^ wherein he again generally ac- 
cused Ralegh as before, and particularly, that he had 
promised to become a Penfioner to the King of Spain 
for Fifteen hundred Pounds a Year, for which he 
would difcover to him all the Secrets, which he could 
difcover : And withall confefs'd, that Ralegh had 
procured him eight or ten Days before, to juflify him 

by 
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by a Letter •, which tho* he had done thro' Importunity, 
yet this laft Letter to the Lords, he protefted, was 
true. To this Ralegh anfwered, confefling, that Cob- 
ham had offered him fuch a Penfion ; but that he not 
only did not accept it, (tho* Cobham told him of divers 
great Counfellors, particularly Lord Cecily who fhould 
have been offered the like for the furtherance of the 
Peace,) but likcwife fo difluaded Cobham from think- 
ing of the like, as that he believed never to hear 
more of it. And as for the Letter, which Cobham 
confefs'd to have written in Ralegh's Juftification, it 
was true, and there it was ; defiring Lord Cecil to 
read it, (which he did), and praying the Jury to mark 
with how much ftronger Proteftations and more Par- 
ticularity that was written to acquit him, than the other 
to condemn him. This was the laft Evidence given ; 
and the Jury, after about a quaiter of an Hour's De- 
liberation, brought in their Verdift guilty : But fome 
of them are reported to have been afterwards fo far 
touch'd in Confcience, as to demand his Pardon on 
their Kjiees ^ : And it is affirm'd by an anonymous 
Writer \ who is fuppofed to be his Son Carew^ con- 
cerning Coke the Attorney General, whofe Infolence 
end ^urrility of Language towards Sir JValter have 
reflected a great dilhonour upon his own Memory, 
which his eminent Abilities in his Profeflion will never 
cflface ; that when his Servant brought him Word in the 
Garden, whither he had retir'd for Air, that the Jury 
had condemned Ralegh of Treafon^ he could hardly be 
perfuaded of it, declaring, that he himfelf had accused 
him but of Mifprifton of ? reafon. But this latter Story 
is not reconcileable with the Attorney's Condud: upon 
the Tryal, in which he ftrenoufly endeavours to lup- 
port the Indidlment, which contains a dired: Charge 
of Treafon againft Sir Walter. 

Upon 
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Upon the whole, the Tryal muft appear, to every 
impartial and intelligent Perfon, a moll unjuftifiable 
Proceeding ; and . Sir John Hawks j SoUicitor General 
to King JVilUamy pronounces it "*, very irregular 
throughouty and that the Accufations againft Ralegh 
did not amount to legal Proof. " I would know, 
' adds bej by what Law is the Depofition of a Per- 

* fon, who might be brought Face to Face to the Pri- 
' foner, read as Evidence ? I would know, by what 
' Law it is forbidden, that the Accufer fhould be 
' brought Face to Face to the Accufed ? I would 
' know, by what Law Brookeh Depofition of what 
' the Lord Cobham told him of Ralegh^ was Evidence 
^ againft Ralegh ? I would know, by what Law the 

* Sjlory Dyer tpld of what an unknown Man faid to 
^ him at LiJbcH of Don Ralegh^ was Evidence againft 
' Ralegh ? I tvould know, by what Statute the Sta- 
' tutes of the 25th of Edward III, and 5th of Edward 

* VI are repealed ? " 

Sentence of Death being pronounced againft Sir 
Walter^ he humbly defired, that the King might 
know the Proofs againft him -, that he ftill pcrfifted in 
his Loyalty, notwithftanding that Verdift, which he 
prayed that his Jury might never anfwer for ; and 
only craved Pardon for concealing Lord Ccbham^s 
Offer to him, which he did thro* a Confidence, that he 
had diverted him from thofe Humours •, and fo ac- 
companied the Sheriff to the Prifon with admirable 
Magnanimity, tho' in a manner fuitable to his unhap- 
py Situation ", He had indeed expefted the Treat- 
ment which he received, as is evident by the Letter ^, 
which he wrote to the King juft before his Tryal, in 
which he folemnly protefted, that he had never intend- 
ed, confented to, or performed Treafon againft his 

Majcfty i 

" The Magidracy and Government of England virdicated, p. 
3^, Edit. 1659, fol. " Sir Thomas Ovtrbury's /Arraignment 

of Sir Vl^, lUiegh, p. 25. *« Scrinia Sacra, p. 85, Edit. 1^54, 
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Majefly -, " and yet, adds he, I know I fliall fall into 
their Hands, e quibus non pojfum evadere^ unlefs by 
your Majefty's gracious CompalTion I be fuftained/* 
And in another Letter to the King, after his Tryal, 
he obferves '', that he was " loft for hearing a vain 
Man ; for hearing only, and never believing or 
approving : And fo little Account made I of that 
Speech of his, which was my Condemnation, that 
I never remembered any fuch Thing, till it was at 
*' my Tryal objefted againft me.'* 

Rakgb was kept near a Month at Wtnchejler in daily 
Expeftation of Death -, the time of which was proba- 
bly appointed, and intimated to him, fince he wrote 
what he intended for his laft Words to his Wife, the 
Night before he expefted to die, in a very pathetic 
Letter % in which he hop'd, that his Blood would 
quench their Malice, who had murdered him, and 
pray'd God to forgive his Perfecuters and Accufers* 
The two Priefts Watfon and Clarke^ were executed on 
the 29th oi November \ and George Brooke ^^^ls beheaded 
on the 5th of December in the Caftle of Wincbefter^ 
dying very penitently, recalling to the Bifhop, who 
attended him, upon receiving the Sacrament, that 
Accufation, which he had made of his Brother con- 
cerning thofe odious Words fuppofed to be uttered by 
Lord Cobbam^ that it would never be well, untill tbe 
Fox and Cubs were taken away. This Fadl is related 
by the Lord Cecil himfelf in a Letter to Mr. fFimvoodj 
from the Court then at Wilton^ the 1 2th of December 
1603*; who commends this i?«w^ of 5r^^y^^. And 
It is the more remarkable, as all the Evidence, which 
was ever pretended, in Relation to Ralegbh Know- 
ledge of the Plot to furprife the King and Court, 
was the hear-fay Teftimony of this Brooke^ that his 
Brother Cobbam fhould fay the Words abovemention'd •, 

and 

' Ralegh's Remains, p. 188. • Ibid. « Winwood's Mc- 
Hiorials, Vol. II. p. 11. 
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and likcwifc that Ralegh and himfelf were on the Main^ 
while Lord Grey^ Brooke^ and others, were only on the 
Bye : Whereas Brooke now, upon the Approach of 
Death, redrafted thofe Words ; which takes away the 
other Story grounded upon it. This Acknowledgment 
of an Enemy of Sir Walter is a new Proof of his 
Innocence " ; who conftantly upon his Tryal diftin- 
guifti'd between the furpriftng Treafon, and the Con- 
ferences with Aremberg ; denying the leaft Knowledge 
of the former ; but, as to the latter, owning, that 
Cobham had talk'd to him of a large Prefent, in cafe 
he would be for a Peace with Spain. 

The King fign'd the Warrants for the Execution 
of the Lords Cobham and Gr^^and Sir Grtffiru Markham^ 
at Wincbefier^ on Friday the 9th of Z)^r. pretending^ fays 
Lord Cecil ^, to forbear Sir Walter /d?r the prefent^ untill 
Lord Cobham*j Death had given feme Light how far he 
ivould make good bis Accufation. Accordingly Mark- 
bam was firft brought upon the Scaffold, and having 
ended his Speech and Prayers, with all he had to 
fay, and being on his Knees ready to receive the 
Stroke of the Axe, John Gill^ Groom of the King's 
Bed-Chamber, produced to the Sheriff his Majefty's 
Warrant to ftay the Execution ; and Markham was 
told, that he muft withdraw a while into the Hall, to 
be confronted by the Lords. Then Lord Grey was 
brought forth, and after having pour'd out his Pray- 
ers and ConfefTion, was likewife call'd afide : and 
laftly. Lord Cobham was expos'd in the fame manner ; 
and performed his Devotions, tho' we do not find, that 
he faid one Word of his Guilt or Innocence, or 
charged Ralegh with having inftigated him. And 
when he had done, the Sheriff proclaimed his Majefly*s 
Mercy, in refpiting the Execution of the three Prifo- 
ners, his Warrant charging the two Priefls, and George 
Brooke^ " as the principal Plotters and Inticers of all 

" the 

" Campbeirs Lives of the Admirals, Vol. II. p. 65, 6^. 
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•* the reft, to the embracing of the faid treafanablc 
*' Machinations * :" tho' Coke^ the Attorney General, 
upon RalegVi Tryal, frequently reproached him with 
being the chief Plotter and Traytor in all this Con- 
fpiracy. 

Ralegh was remanded to the Tower of London^ on 
the 1 5th of December ^ with the reft of the Prifoners \ 
of whom Markham afterwards obtained his Liberty, 
and travell'd abroad ; Lord Grey of Wilton died in 
the Tower, July the 6th 16 14, being the laft of that 
Title * ; and Lord Cobham was confin'd there many 
Years, during which he is faid to have bceri re-ex- 
amin'd, at the Queen's and Ralegh*s Requeft ; and to 
have abfolutely cleared that Gentleman *, whom he 
furviv'd but a few Months, and died in the loweft 
Circumftances of Diftrefs. Sir IValter not long after 
his Confinement in the Tower, upon the unwearied 
SoUicitations of his Lady, who petitioned the King, 
that ihe might be Prifoner with him, was allow'd the 
Confolation of her Company, and had his younger 
Son Carew born there in the Year 1604. In FebrU" 
ary following, a Grant was made by the King of all 
the Goods and Chattels, forfeited by Sir Walter's 
Conviftion, to Truftees of his appointing, for the 
Benefit of his Creditors, and of his Lady andChildren\ 
But fome Debtors taking Advantage of his Mif- 
fortunes, refused to do him Juftice, and particularly 
Mr. William Sander fon^ who had married his Niece 
Margaret Snedale^ Daughter of his Sifter Mary^ and 
had been intrufted by him with receiving great 
Sums for him out of his Office of Wines, and his 
other Places j but now, inftcad of paying, pretended 

a 

* Copy of a Letter written'from Maftcr T. M. near S ll/bury, ta 
Mailer H. A. at London, concerning the Proceeding at Winchcf- 
tcr, &c. printed at London 160^, in 410, reprinted in Stowe'» 
Annals,and Morgan's Phsenix Brit^nnicus p, 91. & feq. v Stowe*9 
Annals » Tugdale's Baronage, Vol. J. fol. 716, Edit. 1675. '^ k- 
ftrvations on Sanderfon's Hiltory, p. 12, and Wtldcn's Court aid 
Charafter of K. James, p. 38, ^9, 40, and Oldys, foi. clxi. b Ky- 
mers Fcedcra, Tom. xvi. p. 569. 
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a Debt to himfelf of two thoufand Pounds from 
Sir fValter ; who thereupon direfted his Truftees to 
commence a Suit againft Sanderfon^ who, in confe- 
quence of it, was caft into Prifon ^ This Circum- 
ftance is mentioned to account for that Spleen and 
Malice, which &i;/^^r/i?;z the Hiftorian, the Son of the 
other, has fhewn to the Memory of. Ralegh m that 
defpicable Performance of his, intitled A compleat Hif- 
tory of King James ^ which wants every Quahty, even 
thofe of common Senfe and Grammar, neceflary to 
fuch a Work. Sir Walter at laft obtain'd a Reftora- 
tion of his Eftate ; which having been aftually made 
over to his eldeft Son Walter before the the Death of 
Queen Elizabeth ^ upon his Refolution to accept of 
the Challenge from Sir Amias Prejion^ that Settle- 
ment prevented his Forfeiture of it, except during his 
own Life ; and the King now granted him that Term 
in it. But he did not long enjoy it ; for the new 
Scots Favourite of the King, Robert Carr, afterwards 
Earl of Somerfety having no Fortune of his own, 
and looking out for one, difcover'd a Flaw in the 
Conveyance of Ralegh\ Eftate to his Son; upon 
which an Information being exhibited in the Exche- 
quer by the Attorney General Hobart^ Judgment was 
given for the Crown, and Sherborne and others of his 
Eftates granted in 1609 to Carrr, the King being in- 
flexible to all the Petitions of the Lady Ralegh and her 
Children **, and Ralegh himfelf in vain expoftula- 
ting with the Favourite, upon the Wrong done to 
him *. 



He 

« Obfcrvations on Sanderfon's compleat Hiftory of Mary Queen 
of Scots, and her Son King James, p. 2. ^ A brief Relation of 
Sir Walter Ralegh's Troubles, p. 6, 7. Edit. 1669, 4to, and Ca- 
rew Ralegh's Cafe at the Committee for Sale of Delinquents 
Eftates, M. S. quoted by Mr. Oldys, fol. clxiii. « Oldys, fol. 
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He foften*d the Rigours of his long Confinement 
in an Application to various Kinds of Studies, even 
thole of Chemiftry and Phyfic, in which laft he 
difcover'd the Cordial^ which bears his Name, tho* 
the Compofition has been fo mix*d with an exceflive 
Number of Ingredients, as has of late lefien'd its 
Reputation ^ ; but it is now reduc'd by the Royal Col- 
lege of Phyficians at London to its original simpli- 
city ^. He wrote likewife feveral Treatifes upon dif- 
ferent Subjeds 5 but his greateft Work, and indeed 
the greateft of any Writer of any Age, is his Hiftory 
eftheWorldj publilh'd in Jpril 1614, in which the 
CoUeftion and Difpofition of that vaft Body of Fa6ts, 
and the Beauty, Strength and Majefty of the Style, 
are equally admirable. He feems to have form'd a 
Plan for a Continuation of that Hiftory ,but not to have 
had Leifure to make any confiderable Progrefs in it ; 
for the Story of his throwing the fecond Part of it into 
the Flames, upon his Bookfeller*s complaining, that 
the (low Sale of the firft had ruin'd him, has not the 
leaft Authority or Probability **. 

The Patron of his Studies was Prince Henry ^ who 
had an high Efteem for Ralegh's Abilities, and for 
whom the latter drew up feveral of his Difcourfes : 
And that Prince, a few Months before his Death in 
1 61 2, obtained the Grant of Sherborne for himfelf, 
with an Intention to reftore it to Sir Walter ; the King 
having given Carr^ then Vifcount Rochefter^ twenty-five 
thoufand Pounds in Money for refigning it to the 
Prince * : And his Majefty allowed Sir JValterh Wife 
and Son eight thoufand Pounds for that Eftate ^. But 
die Death of this Prince, to whom Ralegh fent his 
Cordial juft before he expir'd, was an important Lofs 

to 
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td hifli, as i^ell as to the Natidn. And tho' Sir tVaU 
ter had the Queen's Protedtibn during the Height of 
Lord Rocbejter^% (now Earl of Semerfei^) Favour, yet 
he could not obtain his Liberty till after the Difgrace 
and Condemnation of that Favourite for the Murdct 
of Sir Thomas Overbury. 

However in 1614, he had the Liberty of the Towef 
allowed him •, but in j^ril the fame Year, before he 
obtained that Favour, he had the Misfortune of leeiiig 
his eldeft Son Walter obliged to fly into the Low Couti" 
triesy on Account of a Duel, in which he h^d been 
cngag'd with Mr* Rdbert Tyrwhit^ a Dependent of the 
Eari of Suffolk^ Lord High Treafurer ». At lafl: by 
the Means of fifteen hundred Pounds given to Sir 
William St John and Sir Edward FillierSj half Bro- 
ther to the Lady VillierSj Mother to the new Favou- 
rite Sir George Villiersy afterwards Duke of Bucking-^ 
ham^ Sir Walter procured his Liberty " ; fpi* which he 
returned Thanks to that Favourite on the r7th of 
March 161 5-16 " ; being the fame Day released out of 
the Tower •, after above twelve Years Confinement 
there. But fome Months before he left that Place, he 
faw the Earl of Somerfet brought thither Prifoncr^ and 
afterwards condemned to Death: Which occafioned 
Sir Walter to compare his own' Cafe with that of the 
EarPs, and to remark ; " That the whole Hiftoiy of 
*' the World had not the like Precedent of a King*$ 
** Prifoner to purchafe Freedom, and his Bofom- 
FaVourite to have the Halter, but in Scripture, in 
the Cafe of Mordecai and Haman,^^ Upon hearing 
of which the King is faid to have replied, that Ralegh 

e might 

* MS. Letter of the Lord Carew, t6 Sit* Thomas^ Roc, dated 
from the Savoy, Weftminfter, January 24^ 1615-16. *• Obier* 
vatiops on Sanderfon's Hiftory of K-ing James, p. 1 o. ' Letter 
of Sir Walter ivalegh to Sir George Villiers, apud Oldys, fol. 
acii. • MS. Letter of Lord Care\v> to Sir Thomas Roe, 1.8th 
January 1616-7. 
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might die in that Deceii : Which prov*d true, for hil 
Majeliy afterwards pardon'd Somerfety and executed 
Rakgby equall/ to the Aftomfhinent of the World. 

Sir tVaiter being now at large, had the Means 61 
|irc^ecuting his old Scheme of fettling Guiana^ with 
which he was fo ftrongly poflefs'd, that, even during 
his Imprifonmenty he Mid a conftant Correfpondence 
with that Country, fending thither every Year, or 
every fecond Year, a Ship, to keep the Indians in 
Hopes of being relieved fronv the Tyranny of the Spa- 
niardsj who had again incroach'd upon them, and mal^ 
facred feveral, both of the Inhabitants and of his own 
Men* In thcfe Ships were trought over feveral Na- 
tives of that Country^ with whom he converfed in the 
Tower^ and obt^'d all pofiible Informations concern- 
ing it ^ Upon thcfe U^ts he offered his Scheme for 
piofeduttng his t)iicovery to the Court, before he un-. 
dertook it in Peribn : Nw were there then any 
Doubts^ either as to the Improbability of the Defign,* 
cr its Umlawfidnefs^ hotwitiiftanding the Peate made 
with ^in ; odiorwife the King would not have made 
fuch Grants as he did, even at that Time "> ; which 
ihews^ that he was then convince, thatSir^W/^ had hi 
his fiift Voyage diicovered and tadcen Fofieflion c^ that 
Country for die Crown of Enghnd*^ and that confe- 
Guently his SuUefts were juftly intitled to any Benefits, 
tnat might ariie from its Difcovery^ without the l&ift 
Relpe£t to the Preteniions <^ the Spaniards. Befidei, 
at die Time, when Sir fTaber firft mov'd the Court 
upon this Subjeft, the Spamjb Match was not thought 
of ; and the King's Neceffides being then very prefling, 
he may be prefum^d to have conceived great Hopes 
froni diat Difcovcry ; tho* he might afterwards change 
his Cpinkm, when be grew fo unreafonably fond of 
tiiat Match ^ Upon Sir iiiSj^^Vm^^^s Advancement 

to 
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tb the Poft of Secretary of State, which was on the 
^Qth of March 1614^ Ralegh revived his Fropofal 
aoout Guiana in a Letter to him, in which he com- 
plained of having been extremely mifrcprefented by twa 
or three Courtiers to the King to fuch a Degree, that 
even the united Interefts of Prince Henty^ the Queeit, 
and her Brother the King of Denmark^ who were all 
convincM of his Innocence, could not fet him right in 
his Majelly's Opinion ; but at the fame time acknow* 
led^ng, tnat aU he had remaining was owing to his 
Majefty, declared, that he was ready to facrifice it all 
in his Service ; fmce to die for the King, and not if 
the King, was all the Ambition he had in the Worlds 
But he could not procure Leave of the Court to exe- 
cute his Defign till after he had purchafed his Liberty ^ 
and on the 26th of Juguft 161 6, obtained a Royal 
Commiflion to fettle Guianaj at the Expence of him<* 
felf and his Friends. Some Writers ^ have repre-* 
fented this Commillion as under the Great Seal of hng*^ 
land^ and direfted. To cur trufty and well beloved Sit 
Walter Ralegh, Knight. But according to others \ and. 
the Account given by King James himfelf in his De-^ 
elaration publilh'd after Rakgh^s Death "^^ it Was only^ 
under the Privy Seal^ and without thofe Expreffions of 
Truft or Grace* But it is not impoflible, that this 
Commiifion might pafs both Seals ) and this Conjee* . 
ture is countenanced by a Pallage in a Letter, which 
Ralegh drew up for Mr. Peter Vanlore^ an eminent 
Merchant, to be fent to his Brother Sir Adrian Thi-^ 
haut in Amfierdam^ requefling him to engage another 
Merchant there to communicate to Sir iVaUar feme-* 
thi(ig of Importance, which he knew relating to G«i- 

e 2 ana % 
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ana ; in which Letter mention is made of a Commiflion 
to him under the Great Seal \ However, even that 
Commiflion under the Privy Sealy which was unque- 
ftionably given, grants him very extenfive Powers. 
By oneClaufe he is conftituted General and Commander 
in chief of this Enterprize •, and by another appointed 
Governor of the new Country, which he was to fettle, 
and this with ample Authority : By a third he has 
Power of cxercifing Martial Law, in fuch a Manner, 
as the King's Lieutenant General by Sea or Land, or 
any of the Lieutenants of the Counties of England 
had. Thefe Powers feem to imply in them a virtual 
Pardon to Ralegh ; and perhaps made him lefs foUici- 
tous for an a<5tual one. It is afHrm'd indeed, in the 
King's Declaration^ that htfued much for fuch a Pardon, 
but that it was refufed by his Majefty, " both to dif- 
*' authorife him with thofe, that were under his Com- 
** mand, in Cafe he fhould attempt to exceed his 
•* Commiflion, and to referve him to the Juftice of 
the Law, if by new Offences he fhould make him- 
felf indign of former Mercies." But it is exprefsly 
affirm'd in a Letter of Carew Ralegby that his Father 
had Overtures made him of a Pardon for fifteen hun- 
dred Pounds by iSir William St. Jobn^ one of the Per- 
fons, of whom he had before bought his Freedom ; 
but that Sir Francis Bacon^ newly made Lord Keeper 
of the Great Sealj being confulted by him, difliiaded 
him in thefe Words ; ** Sir, the Knee-timber of your 
•* Voyage is Money. Spare your Purfe in this Parti- 
** cular ; for upon my Life you have a fufHcient Par- 
** don for all that is pafl already, the King having 
** under his Broad Seal made you Admiral of your 
" Fleet, and given you Power of the Maitial Law 
*t over your Officers and Soldiers '." 

The 
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The Spanifif Embaflador Don Diego Sarmiento de 
Acuna^ better known by the Title of Count de Gonde^ 
mar^ who by his Addrefs and Vivacity of Humour 
had gain'd a prodigious Afcendant over the King, at 
the Expence of his Majefly's Honour and the Nation's 
Intereft, took immediate Alarm at RalegVs Prepa- 
rations, and made loud and vehement Aflertions to the 
King, as his Majefty affirms in his Declaration % that 
he knew and had difcover'd the Intention and Enter- 
prize of Sir Walter to be only hoftile and piratical, 
tending to a Breach between the two Crowns, and 
the Danger and Deftruition of the King his Mailer's 
Subjedb in thofe Parts. The King's Anfwer was, as 
he reprefents it himfelf ^ that he would fend Ralegh 
with a limited Commijfion^ and that " he durft not, 
" upon Peril of his Head, attempt any fuch Matter, 
" and if he did, he would furdy do Juftice upon 
" him, or fend him bound Hand and Feet into Sfain^ 
" with all the Gold and Goods he fhould obtain by 
" Robbery and bring home, were they never fo great.** 
But the Umiiations intimated in this Declaration do 
not appear in the Commijfion^ in which there is no Re- 
ftri6tion to any Part of America^ not only the Southern^ 
but other Parts^ being authoriz'd, and all that is inha-- 
Uted by Heathen and Savage Peopky without the leaft 
Specification of Guiana^ or Prohibition to meddle with 
the King of Spainh Subjefts there or elfewhere \ but 
on the contrary, with full Liberty to carry what Arms 
and Ammunition they pleas'd for Defence^ and the 
Royal Aflurance of enjoying unmolefted whatever they 
retum'd with. The Commijfton is not therefore fo well 
and clearly penned^ as the King reprefents in his Decla-f 
ration \ who affirms there likewife, that he, in his own 
princely Judgment^ gave no Belief to Sir Walter's Afler- 
tions, that he had feen and try'd the Gold Ore of the 
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Mine of Guiana^ as being pcrfuaded, that in Nature 
there were no fuch Mines of Gold intire, or that the 
Spaniards^ fo induftrious in the Chace of Treafurc, 
would not have neglefted it fo long : and yet in the 
Commiflion his Majefty takes Care to fecure to him- 
felf his own Dividend of a full fifth of fuch Gold, 
&c. His Majefly obferves alfo in the fame Declara- 
iion^ that he had, for further Caution, enjoin'd Se- 
cretary IVimvood to urge Sir Walter^ upon his Con- 
fcience and Allegiance, to deal plainly, and exprels 
himfelf, whether he had any other Intention, but only 
to go to thefe Golden Mines in Guiana ; which Sir 
Jj^alter not only protefted folemnly unto the Secretary, 
but by him wrote a clofe Letter to his Majefly, con- 
tadning a folemn Profeflion thereof, confirmed with 
many Afleverations, and that he never meant or would 
commit any Outrages or Spoils iipon'the King of 
Spain's Subjedb ; with which Proteftation of Sir /r^- 
$£r his Majefly acquainted the Spanijh Embaflfador, 
who flill perfifted in his Jealoufy and Importunity to 
King James to ftay the Voyage, aHed^ng, that the 
great Number, that Sir Walter had prepared for it, 
/hew'd manifeftly, that he had no peaceaUe Intention ; 
^d offering, upon RalegV% Anfwer thereto, that thofc 
Ships were only provided for his fafe Convoy, that, if 
Sir Walter would go with one or two Ships only to 
feek the Mine, he would move the King of Spain to 
lend two or three Ships with him back again for his 
fafe Convoy to England with the Gold, and the Em- 
baiiador hunfelf to remain here in Pledge for the 
King hisMafl:er'sPerformance thereof. *'But fuch, adds 
** his Majefty, were the conftant fair Offers of the faid Sir 
•* Walter Ralegh^ and fpecious Promifes, as his Ma- 
** jefty in the End rejected the impoitunate Suit of 
^ the faid Span^fh Embaflador for his Stay, and refolv*d 
** to let hun go ; but withall took Order, both that 
^ he, and all thpf^ that went in his Company, ihould 
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** find good Security to behave themfelves peaceably 
^ towards ail his Majefly's Friends and Allies, and tOt 
" cAyfcrvc ftriftly all the Articles of the Comniiffion, 
" which his Majefly, for that Caufe, had the greater 
•* Care to have it well and clearly penned and fet 
** down/* But how clearly this Commiffion was 
penn'd, has been remarked already ; and with regard 
to the clofe Letter j which the King takes Notice Sir 
Walter had written to him, it was probably that, in 
which that Gentlem^ had, in Obedience to his Ma- 
Jelly's Commands, given an Account of the Num- 
ber of his Men, the Byrthen and Strength of his Ships, 
tocher with the Country and River, which he was 
to enter'". This Letter appears to have been com* 
municated by the King to the Spamjh Embaflador, 
by which Means the King oi Spain had an exa6l Know- 
ledge of Rdlegb's whole Enterprize ; and accordingly 
fent to Guiana^ before Sir Walter left the Channel, to 
prepare a greater Force than his to oppofe him "^ : 
Ai^ theOriginal of that very Letter is faid to have been 
found afterwards in the Spanijh Governor's Clofct at St. 
Thome in Guiana^ when that Town was taken ♦. This 
Account is favoured by this remarkable Circumftance, 
of his Majefty's omi)ning to infert that clofe Letter^ 
which he mentions, of Sir Walter^ in his Declaration^ 
as he would moft probably have done, if it had been 
then in his Pofleflion, But to juftHy the Truth of 
his Majefty's Conuljfiunicatipns with the Spamjh Em- 
baflador upon this Subjedi, I Ihall infert here the fol* 
lowing Pafla^ from an original Letter * of Vittiers 
Earl of Buckingham to Secretary Wtnwoody dated 
March 289 161 7, from Lincoln where the Court then 
was : ♦* His Majefty perceiveth by a Letter he hath 

c 4 " received 

• Sr Walter Ralegh's tetter to Sir Ralph Winwood. . "^ Shir- 
ley's Lift of Sir Walter Ralegh, p. 183. Edit. 1677. Howeirs 
Letters, ubi rupra» p. 569. * Howdl, ibjiL ft SUrlfy, ibid. 
> In the Fofleffioo of the late Duke of Montagu. 
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** received from the Spanifi Embaflador, that you 
** have not been yet with him, to acquaint him with 
" the Order taken by his Majefly about Sir WaUer 
** l\alegb\ Voyage ; and theretore would have you go 
to him, as foon as you can poflibly, to relate unto 
him particularly hisMajefty's Care of that Bufinefs, 
•' and the Courfe he hath taken therein." This Letter, 
tho' it gives us no Light into the Particulars of what 
Sir Ralph fVinwood was to deliver to the Spanift> Em- 
baflador, fhews evidently, that his Bufinefs was of a 
Kind, which that honeft Secretary had no Inclination 
or Forwardnefs to be employed in. 

The whole Expence of Ralegh's Expedition was de- 
frayed by him and his Friends. For this Purpofe he 
caird in the eight thoufand Pounds,which he had lent 
to the Countefs of Bedford \ reckoned in King Jamef% 
'Declaration a competent Satisfaction for all his Eftates^ 
tho* Sherborne alone was afterwards valued by the 
State at 5000 /. per Annum. He prevail'd likewilc 
with his Wife to fell her Eflate at Mtcham in Surry ^ 
for 2 goo I. for the promoting the Defign^ ; in which 
he engaged many Adventurers. But the Company of 
Volunteers were fuch, as had never feen the Sea not 
Wars, and, except about forty Gentlemen, were a very 
diflblute, diforderly, and ungovernable Crew, *^ whom 
*' their Friends thought it an exceeding good Gain to 
*' be difcharg'd of, at the Hazard of fome thirty, 
'' forty, or fifty Pounds, knowing they could not 
" have lived a whole Year fo cheap at Home *^/' Se- 
veral Merchants, both in England and foreign Parts, 
contributed likewife to this Adventure ; fo that at laft 
Ralegh was enabled to fit out a Fleet confiding of feven 
Sail, The firft was the Admiral c'aU'd The Deftiny^ 
^ flout Ship, built by Sir Walter himfelf, of the Bur- 
then of 440 Tuns, and carrying 36 Pieces of Can- 
non 

^ Obn^rvations on Sanderfon^s HiHory of King James, p. 11, 
* Ibid, and Ralegh'j Apology, p. 47, ij8. ^ i^alegh's Apblogy^ 
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lion. On board of it were Sir IFalter Ralegh General, 
and his Son Walter Captain, befides 200 Men, of 
whom 80 were Gentlemen Volunteers and Adven- 
turers, moft of them Sir Walter"^ Relations : Which 
Number was afterwards increafed. The fccond, The 
Jafon of London^ 240 Tuns, and 25 Guns, Captain 
John Pennington Vice Admiral, 80 Men, one Gentle- 
man, and no more- Third, The Encounter^ 160 Tuns, 
1 7 Guns, Edward Haftings Captain ; fucceeded, upon 
his Death in the IVeft Indies^ by Captain Whitney. 
Fourth, The Thunder^ 1 50 Tuns, 20 Guns, Sir Wil- 
liam St. Leger Captain, fix Gentlemen, 60 Soldiers, and 
ten Land Men. Fifth, The Flying Joan^ 1 20 Tuns, 
14 Guns, JobnQ>iiley Captain, 25 Men. Sixth, The 
Smthofnptony 80 Tuns, fix Guns, John Baify Captain, 
25 Mariners, two Gentlemen. Seventh, The Page^ a 
Pinnace, 25 Tuns, three Rabnets of Brafs, James 
Barker Captain, eight Sailors. But before Ralegh left 
the Coaft oi" England^ he was jom*d by as many Ships 
more, fo that his whole Fleet confifted of 1 3 Sail, be- 
fides his own Ship. Among thefewere The Convertine^ 
commanded by Captain Keymis ; The Confidence^ com- 
manded by Captain Wollafton ; a Shallop, nam*d The 
FlyingHart^ under Sir John Feme -, two Fly-boats, under 
Captain Samuel King^ and Captain Robert Smith 5 and a 
Caravel, with perhaps another nam'd theCi&//^//5',befides. 
With the former Pait of this Fleet Ralegh fail'd 
fix>m the Thames^ on the 26th of March 1617, but it 
was the End of June^ or Beginning dijuly^ before all 
his Company join'd him, and he left Plymouth with his 
whole Fleet •, after which he was obliged to put into 
Qork in Ireland thro* Strefs of Weather, and remained 
there till the 1 9th of Augufi. He reached the Canaries 
on the 6th of September^ and obtained there fomc Re- 
frcfhipents, with an ample Certificate from the Gover- 
nor, that he had behaved himfelf with great Jufti^c 
sind Honour**. In the whole Voyage, between the 

Cape 
f OUys, fbl. cxcvii— c^c^ix. 



Ixxiv The LIFE of 

Cape de Verd Iflands and America^ he met with fodi 
contrary Winds and fo many Storms, that the FleeC 
was in great Want of Water, and the Crew lb 
fickly, tnat many of the ableft Men both for Sea 
and Land died. However on the 1 7th of November^ 
they came in Sight of Guiana^ and foon after to An- 
chor, in five Degrees, oflF the River Calianay where 
they ftaid till the 4th of December *. Here Ralegh was 
received by the Indians of thofe Parts vdth the utmoft 
Joy, who not only aflifted him with Provifions and 
every thing elfe in their Power, but ofier'd him the 
Sovereignty of the Country, if he would fettle amongH: 
them i which he d^clin'd to accept ^ His eictremc 
Sicknefs for fix Weeks preventing him from under* 
taking the Difcovery of the Mines in Perfon, he was 
cblig'd to depute C^ptsin Keymis to that Service ; and 
accordingly on the 4th of December order'd five fmall 
Ships to fail into the River Oronoque. Aboard theie 
five Veflcls were five Companies of fifty Men each -^ 
the firft commanded by Captain Parker y Brother of 
the Lord Monteagle ; the tecond by Captain Ncrik^ 
Brother of Lord Nor^b ; the third by his Son Captain 
Ralegh ; the fourth hj Cw^tsinTbor^intrft ; and the 
fifth by Prideauxy Lieutenant to Captain Cbidley. Sir 
Warham St. Leger^ Ralegh*s Lieutenant, who had the 
Charge of thefe Companies, falling fick at Caltana^ 
it was conferred upon George Ralegh^ Sir Walter^ 
Nephew, who had ferv'd with great Reputation in the 
IjOW Countries \ and Captain Keymis had the chief 
Charge of landing and condu6Hng them «. But K^- 
!«/> having laid down the Plan of his intended At-* 
tempt upon the Mine, and undertaken to difcover it 
with fix or eight Perfons in Sir John Ferness Shallop, 
Ralegh difliking that Method pf Proceeding, deter- 
mined 

• Sir Walter Ralegh's Letter to Secretary Winwood. ' Letter 
to his Lady from Caliana, Nov. 14, 1617. Printed tipong his 
Remains. • Ralegh's Journal, MS^ apud Oldys, foL cdu 
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mia'd to alter it, and therefore fent to him the follow-^ 
ing Inftruftions « : 

f * K£ymiSy Whereas you are refolv'd, after your Ar- 

V rival into the Oronoque^ to pals to the Mine with 

** my Coufin Herbert and fix Mufqueteers, and to that 

" lEnd delired to have Sir John Fem^s Shallop, I do 

*' jiot allow of that Courfe •, becaufe you cannot land 

" fo fecretly, but that fome Indian^ on the River Side 

** may difcovcr you, who giving Knowledge thereof 

*' to the Spaniardsj you may be cut off before you 

** recover your Boat. 1 therdforc advife you to fuflfer 

<^ the Captains and Companies of the Englijh to pals 

up Weftward of the Mountain jlio^ from whence 

you have no lefs than three Miles to the Mine, and 

to encamp between the Spanijh Town and you, if 

•> there is any Town near it ; that being fo fecured, 

^* you may make Tryal what Depth and Breadth the 

** Mine holds, and whether or not it will anfwer our 

^ Hopes. And if you find it royal, and the ^^ani-^ 

^^ ards be^ to war upon you, then let the Serjeant 

^^ Major repell them, if it is in his Power, and drive 

^^ them as far as he can : But if you find the Mine 

<^ is not fo rich, as to perfuade the holding of it, 

^ and it requires a fecond Sufmly, then fhall you bring 

<^ but a Bafket or two to fatisty his Majefty, that my 

** Defign was not imaginary, but true, tho* not an- 

** fwerable to his Majefly*s Expeftation ; for the 

** Quantity of which I never gave Afliirance, nor 

** could. On the other Side, if you IhaU find any 

** great Number of Soldiers that are newly fent into 

^ the Oronoquey as the Caffique of Caliana told u& 

^* there were, and that the Paflagcs are jalready in- 

** forced, fo as without manifeft Peril of my Son, 

f* yourielf, and the other Caj^tains, you cannot pafs 

f ♦ towards the Mine j then be well advifed how you 

" land, 

t Ralegh's Apology^ P-.26. jS 
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* land, for I know ( a few Gentlemen excepted^f 
' what a Scum of Men you have, and I would nor 
** for all the World receive a Blow from the Spaniard 
to the Dilhonour of the Nation. I myfelf, for my 
Weaknefs, cannot be prefcnt ; neither will the Com- 
pany land, except I abide by the Ships, the Galleons 
of Spain being daily expefted. Piggot the Seijeant 
Major is dead ; Sir Warbam St. Leger^ my Lieute- 
nant, without Hope of Life; and my Nephew, 
George Ralegh^ your Serjeant Major now, but a 
young Man. It is thererore on your Judgment thajc 
I rely, whom I truft God will dired for the befl:. 
Let me hear from you as foon as you can. You 
fhall find me at Punta de Gallo dead or alive ; and 
if you find not my Ships there, yet there you fhall 
find their Afhes, for I will fire with the Galleons if 
it comes to Extremity, but run away I will never.*' 
With thefe Inftrudlions the five Ships fet forward^ 
parting from Ralegh and the reft of the Fleet, with a 
Month's Provifion, on the loth of December^. But 
when they found a new Spamfh Town, call'd St. Tbome^ 
confifling of about 140 Houfes, tho* lightly built, 
with a Chapel, a Convent of Francifcansy and a Garri- 
fon,ere6ted on the main Channel of the Oronoque '\ about 
twenty Miles diftant from the Place, where Antonio 
Berreo^ the Governor taken by Ralegh in his firfl 
Difcovery and Conqueft here, attempted to plant; 
Keymis and the reft thought themfelves obliged, thro* 
Fear of having the Enemy's Garrifon between them 
and their Boats, to deviate from their Inftruftions, 
which enjoin'd them, firft to carry a little Party to 
makei Tryal of the Mine, under Shelter of their own 
Camp ; and then to deal with the Spanijb Town as it 
ihould behave towards them* They determined there- 
fore 



^ Ralegh's Journal, apud Oldys. fol. cciii. * Heylin'i 

Coiinography, p. 1084* 
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fore to land in one Body, and encamp between the 
Mine and the Town ^, by which Means, tho* them- 
felvcs were the ftronger, their Boats were expos'd, and 
the Mine left untry*d, contrary to Ralegh^s Orden 
For about three Weeks after their Departure, landing 
by Night, nearer the Town than they fulpefted, and 
intending to reft themfelves on the River Side till 
Morning, they were in the Night-time fet upon by 
the Spanijb Troops, apprized of, and fore-arm*d for 
their coming. This Charge was {o unexpedtcd, and 
ftruck the common Soldiers with fuch Amazement and 
Confufion, that had not the Captains and fome other 
Gentlemen animated the reft, they had ^11 been cut to 
Pieces. But the reft, by their Example, fooin rally- 
ing, made fo vigorous an Oppofition to the Spaniards^ 
that they forc'd them to a R£treat, till in the Warmth 
of the Purfuit the Englijb found themfelves at the 
Spanijh Town before they knew where they were. 
Here the Battle was renewed againft them, being af- 
faulted by the Governor himfelf Don Diego Pala^neca^ 
and four or five Captains at the Head of their Com- 
panies 5 againft whom Captain Ralegh^ from the Heat 
and Impatience of Youth, being but twenty^three 
Years old, neglefling his own Safety, and not waiting 
for the Mufqueteers, rufh'd forward at the Head of a 
Company of Pikes, and having killed one of the 
Spamjb Captains, was himfelf fliot by another ; but 
prefling ftiU forward with his Sword upon Erinettay 
probably the Captain who had ftiot him, this Spam- 
ard with the But-end of his Mufket fell'd him to the 
Ground ; and after thefe Words, Lord have Mercy 
upon me^ and pro/per your Enterpnze^ young Ralegh 
fpoke no more. His Serjeant John Plejfington imme- 
diately thruft the Spanijh Captain thro* the Body with 
his Halbert. Two other Spanijh Officers were kill'd at 

the 

^ Ralegh^s Apology, p. 29. andi his Lett r to Lord Carcw, 
printed at the E d of that Apology, p. 64. 
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the fame Time, and the Governor himfelf fell in th< 
fame Engagement ^, which happened on the 2d of 
January 1 6 1 7* 1 8 "*. The Sfatiifb Leaders being all thus 
dilpatch'd, and many of their Soldiers, the reft fled 
and were difpers'd, fome to fhelter about the Market 
Place, from whence they kill'd and wounded the Em- 
UJb at Pleafure, fo that the latter faw no Way left tor 
Safety but by firing the Town, and driving die Elne- 
my tp the Woods and Mountains, whence they ftill 
kept the Englift) waking with perpetual Ate-ms". 
Others were more careful to defend the Paflages to 
their Mines, of which they had three or four not far 
diftant, than they had been to defend the Town it- 
felf •. 

Captain Keymis had now, by the Removal of ali 
Obftru6tions,an Opportunity of vifiting and making a 
Tryal of the Mine, which he aflur'd Ralegh in a Let- 
ter of the 8th of January^ he was preparing to do % 
and aftually attempted, with Captain Ttbom- 
hurft^ Mr. ff^. Herbert ^ Sir John Hamaen^ and others-, 
but at their firft Approach near the Bank, where they 
intended to land, he received from an Ambufcade of 
the Spaniards in the Woods a Volley of Shot, which: 
flew two of his Company, hurt fix others, and wounded 
Captain T^homburft dangeroufly in the Head* This 
ftaggePd his Resolution, elpecially as he found the 
River fo low, fo that he could not approach the Banks 
in mofl other Places near the Mine by a Mile, and 
the Woods thick and unpaflfable ; and confidcr'd, that 
if they fhould difcover the Mine, they had no Men to 
work it, the Spaniards themfelves havmg feveral Gold 
and Silver Mines near the Town, which were ufelefs 
for want of Negroes. Keymis therefore about the mid- 
dle 

* Ralegh's Apology, |». 30, ji, 33. and his Letter to his Wife. 
A Camdeni Annales Regis Jacob!, p. 28. > RalegVs r^po- 

^^» P- 3"- . • Ralegh's Remains, p. 178. f Kcyrnb** 

Letter to Ralegh's Apology, p. 39. 



Sir Walter Ralegh.' Ixxix 

file of February returned to Punta de Galloy without 
difcovering the Mine, alledging the Reafons mentioned 
above^ and that the Companies oiEngUJh in the Town 
of St. Tbime were not able to defend it againft the 
daily and nightly Aflaults of the Spaniards *». Befides, 
as fbme Mitigation of their ill Succefs, and Induce- 
ment to further Hopes, JCfpmf produced two Ingots of 
Gold, which had been referv*d at St. Thcmsj as the 
King of Spain's ^nto or Proportion, together with 
other valuable Spoils of the Governor, and a large 
Quantity of Papers, Letters, Memorials, Schemes, 
Flan^ and Maps found in that Governor's Study. 
Among thefe were four Letters, which plainly difco- 
ver*d, not only Ralegh's whole Enterprize to have 
been betray'd, but his Life thereby put into the Power 
of the Spaniards. The firft was from the King of 
Spain dated the 19th of March 1616-17, and fent by 
a Bark of Advice to Guiana : The fecond, another of 
that King of the 2d of M^, to the Governor of that 
County : The third, fent from that King by the Bi- 
fl^op pt Porto Ricoy and delivered to that Governor on 
the 1 5lh of Jufy : And the fourth from the Farmer 
and Secretary w the Cuftoms in the Indies. Thefe 
Letters difcover^d tiie Preparations made by the Spa- 
mards to receive Ralegh ; who complainM of the Trea- 
choy of betraying and expofmg him to th^m, in the 
Letter, which he wrote about a Month after to Se- 
cretary fFinwoody and in that to his Lady. To the juft 
Iadignation,which he conceiv'd upon this C)cca{ion,was 
added the Mortification of finding, that Captain' Key- 
mis had made no Tryal of the Mine ; upon which he 
reproached that Captain with having undone him, and 
wounded his Credit with the King pall: Recovery. 
This affefted Keymis with fo fenfible a Concern, that 
he rctur'd to his Cabbin, where he fliot himfelf, but 

finding 

? FalcgVs Apology » p. 42—46, and Letter to Winwood. 
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finding the Wound not mortal, he difpatch'd hint** 
felf with a long Knife thruft thro' his left Pap into his 
Heart '. 

The ill State of Sir fFalter*s Health would not 
fuffer him to repair the Negle6t of KeymiSj by going 
up the River himfelf ; for all the while he lay with the 
five larger Ships at Punta de Galloy he was incapable of 
fuch a Voyage, and at the fame Time was in con- 
tinual Apprehenfion of being attacked in this divided 
State of his Fleet by the Spanijh Armada^ fent out pur- 
pofely to lay wait for and deftroy him ; but the Enemy 
mifs*d him by flaying in the wrong Place •. 

However his Misfortunes and Difappointmcnts did 
not alter his Refolution of returning home, tho* thc- 
Crew of his own Ship fell to Mutiny upon their Ar- 
rival at NewfounMandj where fomc were for ftaying 
Abroad. But the Majority being of Opinion to re- 
turn to England^ he arrived with his leaky Ships at 
Kingfak in L'eland ^ By this Time the News of • 
the firing St, ^bome^ and the Slaughter of the Spam^ 
ards there, being brought to England^ and the Spanijb 
Embaflador infilling upon Satisfaflion for the Injuries . 
done to his Mailer's Subjedls, King James on the i ith • 
of June 1618, publifh*d a Proclamation", declaring 
his Deteftation of Sir JValter^s Conduft towards the 
Spaniards at Guiana ; and charging fuch, as were ac** ^ 
quainted with the Particulars, to repair to any of his [ 
Privy Council, and certify their whole Knowledge, . 
This Proclamation aflerts, that his Majefly had, by 
ixprefs Umitation and Caution^ rellrain'd and forbid 
Ralegh from attempting any Aft of Hoflility upon any . 
Territories or Subjedb of loreign Princes, with whom 
his Majefly was in Amity, and more particularly thofe. 
of his dear Brother the King of Spain. Yet it is evi- 
dent 

* Ralegh's Apology, p. 39. and Letters to Winwood and to hit 
Wife. ' Rakgh*s Journal and Letter to Winwood. < Old/ij^. 
fol. ccviii. ^ Rymer, Tom. jcvii. fol. 9a. 



Sir Walter Ralegh. bcxxi 

dent, that the Commiflion, to which this Proclama- 
tion refers, contains no fuch Limitation. 

The Proclamation, however, did not deter Sir fFal-^ 
tCTy upon his Arrival at Plymouth in the Beginning of 
Jufyy from landing, and refolving to furrender him- 
felf voluntarily into the King's Hands, to whom he 
wrote an excellent Letter in Defence of himfelf. As 
he was upon the Road to London^ before he came to 
A/bburtofiy he was met by Sir Lewis Stuckleyy Vice Ad- 
miral of Devojjjbircy and his own Kinfman, who had 
Orders from the Court to arreft and bring him up 
Prifoner. And this Man, who had Meannefs enough 
to undertake an OfEce fo unfuitable to the Relation 
between them, appears to have executed it with equal 
Dilingenuity, 

Sir PFalter returned with him to Plymoutby where 
being now apprehenfive of the Refentment of the King 
and his Hifpaniolifed Minifters, he contrived to convey , 
himfelf out of the Kingdom in a Veffel hired for that 
Purpofe by Captain Samuel King^ an old Officer of 
his. But changing his Refolution in that Refpeft, he 
proceeded on his Journey towards London ♦ ; yet think* 
ing it proper to gain Time for the appeafing of his 
Majefty, at Salijburyy by the Afliftance of one Manourie^ 
a French Quack, he counterfeited Sicknefs for feveral 
Days, during which he wrote his Jpolajy. However, 
on the 7th of Auguft he arriv'd at London^ where he 
was permitted the Confinement of his own Houfe ; but 
having ftill good Reafons not to truft himfelf to the 
Mercy of the Court, he form'd a Defign to efcape into 
France^ which Sir Lewis Stuckley^ who was privy to 
and encouraged it, difcover'd ; and Sir Walter being 
feiz'd in a Boat upon the River below fVoolwich, was 
a fecond time, on the i oth of Auguft ^ committed to 
j^e ^ower. But tho' his Death feem'd abfolutely de- 

f termin'dj 

{( Captain Kis)g*i Narrative^ MS. apud Old/t, fol. ccxiu 
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termin*d, yet it was not eafy to find a Method to com- 
pafs it, fince his Conduft in his late Expedition could 
not be ftretch'd in Law to fuch a Sentence. It was 
refolv'd therefore to facrifice him toSpaitty in a Manner, 
which has juftly exposed the Court to the Abhorrence 
of all fuccceding Ages, by calling him down to Judg- 
ment upon his former Sentence, pafs*d fifteen Years 
before, which they were then a(ham*d or fcrupled to 
execute : fo that, by a ftrange Contrariety of Pro- 
ceedings, he, who had been condemned for being a 
Friend to tlie Spaniards^ now loft his Life for being 
their Enemy. A Privy Seal was accordingly fent to 
the Judges to order immediate Execution •, upon which 
a Conference was held on Friday the 23d of 0^. 161 8, 
between all the Judges of England, concerning the 
Manner how Prifoners, who have been attainted of 
Treafon, and fet at Liberty, fhould be brought to Exe» 
cution. 

In Confequence of their Rdblution, a Privy Seal 
came to the King's Bench, commanding that Court to 
proceed againft Sir Walter according to Law * j who 
the next Day received Notice from the Council to pre» 
pare himfelf for Death ^ ; and on Wednesday the 28th 
of that Month, at Eight in the Morning, was taken 
out of Bed in the hot Fit of an Ague, and carried to 
the King's Bench Bar at fFe^minJtcr. The Chief JuA 
tice^ Sir Henry Montagu, ordered the Record of hia 
Convidbion and Judgment at Wincbe&er in 1 603 to be. 
read, and then demanded, what he had to ofFer^ why 
Execution fhould not be ^warded ? To this Sir Walter 
pleaded the Commiflion granted him by his Majefty^^ 
for his late Voyage, which iniplyed a reftoring Lif<& 
to him, by giving him Power, as Marlhal^ on thq Lif<5, 

and Death of QiJ{ffs, He then began to jyftify his 

Con*. 

« Sj> Richard Huttan's Tleports, p. 21. Judge Crooke's j^c-c 
ports, %, fol. 495. ^erJeant Kollcs*s Reports^ jo. p. ^t ^ Ci^« 
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Conduit in that Voyage, but the Court refus'd to hear 
him ; and fo Execution was awarded againft him. He 
defir*d them, that he might not be cut off fo fuddenly, 
fince he had fomewhat to do in Difcharge of his 
. Coafcience, fomething to fatisfy his Majefly, and 
the World in ; calling upon God to be his Judge, 
before whom he fhould fnortly appear, that he was 
never difloyal to his Majefty ; whkb Iwilljujiify^ faid 
he, where IJhdl not fear the Face of any King on Earth. 
He was then led to the Gate-Houfe near the Palace- 
Yard ; and the fame Day the Warrant for his Exe- 
aition was produced, and fign'd at IVeflmvnfier^ tho* 
his Majefty was then retired into the Country, having 
rejefted all Petitions in his Favour ^, The next Morn- 
ing, Tihurfday the. ^-pth of October ^ the Day of the Lord 
Mayor's Inauguration, a Solemnity never perhaps at-» 
tended before with a public Execution, Sir Walter 
Ralegh was conduced by the Sheriffs of Mddlefex^ to 
the Old Palace-Tard in JVefiminfier. He was afTifted in 
his laft Moments by Dr. Robert Tolfon^ then Dean of 
IVeJiminftery and afterwards Bifliop of Salifbury^ who 
has written an Account of his Death ** ; in which he 
obferves, that being furpriz'd at Sir Walter Ralegh^ 
Contempt of Death, and expoftul'ating with him upon 
it. Sir Walter told him plainly, that he never feared 
Death, and much Icfs then -, for which he blefled God : 
that as to the Manner of it, tho* to others it might 
feem grievous, yet, for himfelf, he had rather die fo, 
than in a byrning Fever. That this was the Effeft of 
Chriftian Courage, he convinced the Dean then, and 
/ thinks ftys he, all the Sfe5iators at his Death. He faid 
nothing as to the old Plot, but juftified himfelf fully 
as to witat had been lately objcded to him. The Dean 

t 2 having 

» Otdys, fol. ccxxlv— ccxxvii. ^ In a Letter to ^\r John 

Ilhani, oJ Lamport in Nonhamptonihire, dated at N^ eftminfter 
College, Nov. 9. 1618, ftill prelcrv'd in the Family, and cited by 
Mr. Campbell, Lives of the Admirals, Vol. II. p. 84, 85. 
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having put him in Mind of the Earl of EJfex^ he faid, 
that Lord was taken off by a Trick ; wluch he told 
the Dean privately, but it is not fet down by him. Sir 
Walter eat his Breakfaft heartily that Morning, fmoak*d 
his Pipe, and made no more of Death, than if he had 
been to take a Journey ^. On the Scaffold he conversed 
freely with the Lord Arundel and others of the Nobility j 
and in his Speech vindicated himfelf from two Sufpi- 
cions, which the King had conceived againft him^ and 
which he apprehended had haftened his Death ;. one of 
which was, that he had been engaged in fome Plot or 
Confederacy with France \ and the other, that he had 
fpoken difloyally of his Majefly. He confefs'd his 
Attempt to efcape, and his pretending Sicknefs at 
Salijbury^ in order to gain Time for pacifying his Ma- 
jefly. He forgave Manourie the Frenchman^ and Sir 
Lewis Stuckley^ the Injuries, which they had done him. 
He denied, that he was brought by Force into Eng- 
land from his laft Voyage, and that he had no Inten* 
tions to return thither ; and vindicated himfelf from 
the Imputation^ that he did not defign to go to Gui^ 
ana at all, and that he knew of no Mine there, but 
merely us*d it as a Pretence to gain his Liberty. He 
cleared himfelf like wife from another Calumny, of hav- 
ing defign'd to leave his Men at Guiana ; as alfo from 
having been a Perfecutor of the Earl of £^y, and 
infulting him at his Death. He cpncluded with de» 
firing the Company to join with him in Prayer to that 
great God of Heaven, " whom, fays he^ I have 
grievoufly offended, being a Man full of Vanity, 
who has lived a finful Life in fuch Callings, as have 
been moft inducing to it : For I have been a Sol- 
•* dier, a Sailor, and a Courtier ; which are Courfes of 
•* Wickednefs and Vice.** Then Proclamation being 
made, that all Men Ihould depart the Scaffold, he 

prepared 

• lUd. 
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prepared himfelf for Death, giving away his Hat? and 
Cap and Money to fome Attendants, who ftood near 
him. When he took leave of the Lords and other 
Gentlemen, he intreated the Lord Arundel to defirethe 
King,that no fcandalous Writings to defame him might 
be publifh*d after hisDeath •, concluding, / have a long 
Jmrney to go, and therefore will take my Leave. Then 
having put off his Gown and Doublet, he called to the 
Executioner, to fhew him the Axe ; which not being 
prefently done, he faid, Ipr^ythee let me fee it. Dofl 
thou thinky that I am afraid of it ? And having it in 
his Hands, he felt along the Edge of it, and fmiling 
faid to the Sheriff, This is afharp Medicine, but it is a 
Phyficianfor all Bifeafes. Then going to and fro on 
every Side ot the Scaffold, he defir'd the Company to 
pray to God to aflift him and ftrengthen him. The 
Executioner kneeling down, and afking him Forgive- 
nefs. Sir Walter laying his Hand upon his Shoulder 
granted it ; and being aflc'd, which Way he would lay 
himfelf on the Block, he anfwer'd. So the Heart be 
right, it is no Matter which Way the Head lies. As he 
ftoop*d to lay himfelf along, and reclined his Head> 
his Face being towards the Eaft, the Executioner fpread 
his own Cloak under him. After a little Paufe, he 
gave the Sign, that he was ready for the Stroke, by 
lifting up his Hand \ and his Head was ftruck off at 
two Blows, his Body never fhrinking nor moving. His 
Head was fhewn on each Side of the Scaffold, and then 
put into a red Leather Bag, and with his Velvet Night 
Gown thrown over, was afterwards conveyed away in 
a Mourning Coach of his Lady's. His Body was interred 
in the Chancel of St. Margaret^ Church in Weftmin- 
fter ; but his Head was long preferv*d in a Cafe by his 
Widow, who furviv'd him twenty-nine Years -, and 
after her Death, by his Son Carew, with whom it is 
laid to have been buried at Weft Horfely in Surry, which 
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had been a Seat of Sir IFaUer ^ who was fixty fix Years- 
of Age at his Death ». 

Thus fell this great Man, the Vidim of a mean 
and corrupt Court to a foreign Power, whofe Influence 
had at that Time an abfolute Afcendant in the Coun- 
cils of England over the true Interefts of the Nation* 
And it is remarkable, that King James himfelf, foon 
after Ralegh's Execution, condefcended to plead that as 
a Merit with the Court of Spain, having direftcd one 
of his principal Minifters to write to Mr. Conifigton,\M 
Agent at Madrid **,to prefs that Court to aft with Sin- 
cerity towards him, fince his Majeily had given fo many 
Tcftimonies of his, efpecially in the caufing Sir JVd^ 
Ur Ralegh to he put to Death, chiefly for the giving fhem 
SatisfaSlion \ in which, as well as in other Points, his 
Majefty had ftrained upon the AffeSions of his People^ 
who were greatly affefted by the Courage and Gon- 
ftancy Ihewn by him at his Death, which they attri- 
buted to the Defire his Majefly had to fatisfy Spain. 
Mr. Cottington was likewife inftrufted to let that Court 
know, " how able a Man Sir Walter was to have done 
his Majefty Service; and yet, to content them, he had 
not fparcd him, when, by preferving him, he might 
have given great Satisfaction to his Subjefts, and had 
at Command, upon all Occafions, as ufeful a Man, 
as ferved any Prince in Chriftcndom." And in Faft, 
his Death rais*d fo univerfal a Difcoritcnt thro* the 
Nation, that the King thought proper to publifh foon 
after a Declaration of the Demeanor and Carriage of Sir 
Walter, as well in bis Voyage, as in and fince bis Return \ 
in which were pretended to be the true Motives and In-- 
ducements^ which occafioit'd his Majefty to proceed in doing 
Jujiice upon him. It begins with the Affertion of that 

Principle, 

*" GlJys, foL ccxxvli — ccxxx. « Caiidcni Annales Regis 

Jkcobi, p. 53. Wood's Hiftor. Oxqn. Vol. I. col. 44O. and Prince's 
Wtithiescf Levonlhire, •* Ruflvwortii's Colkdio;is,VoL I. p. 9^10. 
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Principlcj of which himfelf was fo fond, and which 
Jed him and his Family into fo many Errors of perni- 
cious Confequence both to themfelves and their Subjefts^ 
that Kings are riot hound to give Account of their ASiions t9 
airy but God. However, he declares that he was willing to 
reprefent his Proceedings in this Cafe to the World; and 
accordingly urges feveral Charges againft Sir ff^alter Rd-^ 
legh^ fome of which have been already taken Notice of^ 
endeavouring tofhew, that xhtMAn^ofiGuiana was amera 
Fidtion of Ralegh j and that his original and only Defigh 
"was to plunder the Spanijh Settlements, and to furprize 
their Fleets ; that he had form'd a cruel Purpofe to leave 
the Land Soldiers on Shore at Guiana j that after the De-* 
feat of his Deligns, he had no Intention to return home, 
but to go to the Eaft-IndieSy or to fettle at Newfound-- 
iand\ that after his Arrival in England he contrived 
feveral Stratagems to efcape : By all which Offences 
he had made himfelf unworthy of his Majefty's Mer-* 
cy. But this Declaration had very little EfFeft in fa- 
tisfying the Minds of the People, who likewife lhew*d 
the utmoft Contempt for the humble Petition and Infor^ 
mation of Sir Lewis Stuckley, touching his own Beha^ 
viour in the Charge committed unto him for the bringing up 
cf Sir Walter Ralegh, and the fcandalous Afperjions 
c<ifi upon him for the fame \ which was printed the fame 
Year 1618. And indeed no Regard was due to a Man 
of his Charafter, who^ before the End of that very 
Year, was furprizM in Whitehall clipping the Gold be-* 
ftow*d on him as a Reward for his Treachery ; and be- 
ing condemned for that Crime, and reduced to the Ne- 
cclfity of ftripping himfelf to his Shirt to raife Money 
to purchafe a Pardon, withdrew himfelf trom the Odium 
of Mankind to the Ifland of Lundy in the Severn Sea *, 
where he died mad, on the 29th of .^a^///? i6zo*^, in 
lefs than two Years after Sir Walter Ralegh. 



* Aullcas Coqainarise, p. 94. Frankland'«s Annali of __ ,, 
James, p. 32. ai^d Howell's Letters, Vol. II. p. 37a, * Cam 
.dcni AnnalcJ Peys Jawbi, p. do. 
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Additions to the Life of Sir Walter Ralegh. 

Page xxi. 'TT^ H E Supporition, that it was in hit 

X. Return home from Portugal^ that he 
touched upon the Coaft of Ireland^ feems contradidked by 
an original Letter of Captain (afterwards Sir) Francis 
Allen to Anthony Bacon^ Efq; elder Bi other of Lord 
Chz,ncd\ox Bacon^ dated 2X London^ Auguft ij^ 15^9* 
extant among the Papers of Mr. Bacon^ Vol. L FoL 122. 
in the Lambeth Library ; in which Letter that Gentle- 
man writes, " My Lord ofEJfex hath chafed Mr. Ralegh 
from the Courts and confined him into Ireland. 
Conjedture you the reft of that Matter.'* 
Page xxvi. The Conjefture about the time of Sir 
JValtef% Difgrace and Confinement on Account of 
d<^auching Mrs. Throckmorton^ is fully eftabUfhed by 
the following Paflage of an original Letter of Sir Ed- 
ward Stafford to Anthony Bacon^ Efq-, among that 
Gentleman's Papers, Vol. 11. FoL 123* dated ^tDrury- 
HoufCy July 30, 1592 : " If you have any thing to do 
*' with Sir Walter Ralegh^ or any Love to make to 
** Mrs. "Throckmorton^ at the Tower To-morrow you 
" may fpeak with them, if the Countermand come 
*' not to-night, as fome think will not be, and par- 
*' ticularly he, that hath Charge to fend them thither/* 
Sir Walter continued in the "lower till the latter End 
of September y when he was difcharged from it, and 
after fhewing himfelf two Days in London^ went into 
the Weft to look after his Share in the great Prize, the 
Madre de Dios^ taken from the Spaniards \ as we learn 
from a Letter of Mr. Morgan Colman to Mr. Anthony 
Bacon^ dated at Lcnacn^ Septen:bcr 23, 1592, among 
Mr. Bacon' % Papers, Vol, II. FoL 142. And Mr. Bacon 
himfelf writes to Mr, (afterwards Sir j Anthony Standen^ 
in a Letter about March 159I, Ibid. FoL 16 j^ that Sir 
.Walter " having been alir.olt a Year in Difgrace for 

" feveral 
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" feveral Occafions .... is yet hovering between 
«* Fear and Hope." However he took his Seat in the 
Parliament, which begun i^f^^ry 1592, and was dif- 
folv'd on the 9th of Jpril 1593 ; and diftinguifh'd 
himfelf in it upon many Occafions. His Endeavours 
to recover her Majefty's Favour prov'd unfuccefsful 
during the reft of that Year : but in the End of Ja- 
nuary 1 59I he had Hopes of being appointed a Privy 
Counfeilor, among fome others then expefted to be 
made ; as we find by an original Letter of Mr. Nicbo^ 
las Faunt^ formerly Secretary to Sir Francis JValJingham. 
This Letter is dated on the 31ft of that Month, and 
addrefs'd to Mr. Anthony Bacon^ among whofe Papers 
(Vol. 11. fol. 34.) it is extant ; but the Writer of it, 
who was attached to the Earl of EJfeXy was no Friend 
to Sir Walter. " Of other Choice of Counfellors, fays 
" he, here is a Bruit ; but nothing aflured. Sir Walter 
" Ralegh looketh for a Place amongft them ; and it is 
" now feared of all honeft Men, that he fhall prefently 
" come to the Court ; and is thereto wrought to ferve 
" a turn. And yet it is well withftood. God grant 
" him fome farther Refiftance, and that Place he bet- 
" ter dcferveth, if he had his Right.'* 
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On the SCAFFOLD. 

IDefire to be borne withal, bccaufe this is the 
third Day of my Fever : And if I fliew any 
Weaknefs, I befeech you to attribute it to my 
Malady, for this is the Hour I look for it. 

Then paujing a while^ dire£ling himfelf towards a 
Window^ "johere the Lord of Arundel, and the Lord of 
Doncafter, with fome other Lords and Knights fat^ with 
a loud Voice he [did as followeth, 

I thank God of his infinite Goodnefs, that he hath 
fent me to die in the Sight of fo honourable an Af* 
fembly, and not in Darkhcfs. But by reafon the Place 
where they fat was fome Dijiance from the Scaffold^ that 
they could not eaftly hear him^ he faid : I will ftrain my 
Iclf, for I would willingly have your Honours hear 
me. The Lord of Arundel anfwered^ We will come 
upon the Scaffold. Where y after he had faluted every 
one of the'ui feverally^ he began as followeth. 

As I faid, I thank' my God heartily, that he hath 

brought me into the Light to die, and hath not 

Z fuffered 
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fufFered me to die in the dark Prifon of the Tower^ 
where I have fufFered a great deal of Adverfity, and 
a long Sicknefs^ and I thank God, that my Fever 
hath not taken me at this time, as I pray'd God ic 
might not. 

There are two msdn Points of Suspicion, that hi* 
Majefty hath conceived againil me, and wherein his 
Majefty cannot be fatisfied^ which I defire to clear 
and refolve you of. 

One is, that his Majefty hath been informed, that 

I have had fome Plot with France^ and his Majefty 

iiad fome Reafon to induce him thereunto. One 

Reaibn, that his Majefty had to conjecture fo, was^ 

that when I came back from Guiana^ being come to 

-Plymoufbj I endeavoured to go to Rochel-, which was 

l>ecaufe I would fain have made my Peace before i 

<^ame to England. Another Reafon was, that upon 

^Tjy Flight I did intend to fly to France for faving of 

*>ny Life, having had fome Terror from above. A 

^liird Reafon was, the French Agent's coming to me, 

^xid it was reported, that I had Commiffion from the 

ing of France. 

But this I fay, for a Man to call God to Witnels 

a Falfhood at any time is a grievous Sin ; and what 

^dxall he hope for at the Tribunal Day of Judgment ? 

^ut to call God to Witnefs to a Falfhood at the Time 

^f Death, is far more grievous and impious, and there 

Is no Hope for fuch an one. And what fhould I 

«xped, that am now going to render an Account of 

Mny Faith ? I do therefore call the Lord to Witnefs, 

SIS I hope to be faved, and as I hope to fee Him 

in his Kingdom, which I hope will be within this 

Quarter of this Hour ; I never had any Commiffion 

from the King of France, nor any Treaty with the 

French Agent, nor with any from the French King ^ 

neither knew I, that there was an Agent, or what he 

was, till I met him in tny Gallery at my Lodging un- 

• look'd 
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Iook*d for. If I fpeak not true, O Lord, let me ne- 
ver come into thy Kingdom. 

The fecond Suljpicion was, that his Majefly hath 
been informed, that I fhould fpeak diflionourably and 
difloyally of him. But my Accufer was a bafe French- 
many a kind of a Chymical Fellow, one whom I knew 
to be perfidious ; for being drawn into this Aftion at 
WinchefteTy m which my Hand was touch'd, and he 
being fworn to Secrecy over Night, revealed it in the 
Morning. 

But in this I Ipeak now, what have I to do with 
Kings ? I have nothing to do with them, neither do 
I fear them : I have now to do with God ; therefore to 
tell a Lye now to get the Favour of the King, were 
in vain. Therefore, as J hope to be faved at the laft 
Day, I never fpake diflionourably, difloyally, or dif- 
honeflily of the King ; neither to this Frenchman^ nor 
to any other ; neither had I ever, in all my Life, a 
Thought of 111 of his Majefly. Therefore I cannot 
but think it fl:range, that this trencbman being fo bafe, 
lb mean a Fellow, fliould be fo far credited -, and fo 
much for this Point. I have dealt truly, and I hope I 
fliall be believed. I confefs, I did attempt to efcape \ 
and I did difllemble and feign myfelf fick at SaHJbury^ 
but I hope it was no Sin. The Prophet David did 
make himfelf a Fool, and did fuffcr Spittle to fall 
upon his Beard to efcape the Hands of his Enemies, 
and it was not imputed to him as Sin ; and I did it to 
prolong Time till his Majefly came, hoping for fome 
Commiferation from him. 

I forgive this Frenchman^ and Sir Lewis Stuckley^ 
and have received the Sacrament this Morning of Mr. 
bean, and I do alfo forgive all the World. But thus 
much I am bound in Charity to fpeak of this Man, 
that all Men may take good heed of him : Sir Lewis 
Stuckleyy my Kinfman and Keeper, hath affirmed, that 
J fliould tell him, that I did tell my Lord Canw^ and 

my 
4 
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my Lord Boncajier^ of my prefcnt Efcape ; but 
1 proteft before God, I never told Stuckley any 
fuch thing, neither did I tell my Lord CareWy or 
my Lord Doncajler^ of my pretended Efcape. It was 
not likely, that I Ihould acquaint two Privy Counfel- 
lors of my Purpofe -, neither would I tell him, for he 
left me fix, feven, eight, nine, or ten Days, to go 
where I lifted, while he rode about the Country. 

Again he accufed me, that I fhould tell him, that 
my Lord Carew and my Lord Doncajler would 
meet me in France^ which was never my Speech or 
Thought. 

Thirdly, he accufed me, that I fhewed him a 
Letter, and that I fhould give him Ten thoufand 
Pounds for my Efcape ; but caft my Soul into ever- 
lafting Fire, if I ever made him Offer . of Ten thou- 
fand Pounds, or One thoufand Pounds-, but mere- 
ly I fhewed him a Letter, that if he would go with 
me, his Debts fhould be paid when I was gone; 
neither had I One thoufand Pounds, for if 1 had 
had fo much, I could have done better with it, and 
made my Peace otherwife. 

Fourthly, when I came to Sir Edward Pelham^ 
who had been fometimes a Follower of mine, who 
gave me good Entertainment, he g^ve out, that I 
had received fome Dram of Poifon in Sir Edward 
Pelham"^ Houfe; when I anfwered, that I feared no 
fuch thing, for I was well afTured of them in the 
Houfe. Now God forgive him, for I do, and I de- 
fire God to forgive him : I will not only fay God is 
the God of Revenge, but I defire God to forgive 
him, as I hope to be forgiven. 

T'hen be looked over bis Note of Remembrancty Well, 
faith bey thus far have I gone \ now a little more, and 
I will have done by and by. 

It was told the King I was brought per Force 
into England^ and that I did not intend to come 
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again, whereas Captain Charles Parker^ Mr* ^rejham^ 
Mr. Leak^ and divers others, that knew how I was 
€lealt withal, fhall wjtnefs for me : for the common 
Soldiers, which were an hundred and fifty, muti- 
med, and fent for me to come into the Gun-room 
to thcnn, for at that Time they would not come to 
me ; and there was I forced to take an Oath, that 
I would not come into England till they would 
Jiave me, or clfe they would caft me into the Sea 
wd drown me -,. afterwards they entered my Cabbin 
and fct themfelves ag^nft me. After I had taken 
this Oath, with Wine and other Things I drew tht 
chiefeft of them to defift, and at length I perfuadcd 
them to go ixitqf Ireland : then would they have gone 
into the Nortif Parts of Ireland \ but 1 told them 
they were Redjhanks : But at laft with much ado I 
perfuaded them to go into the South Parts; pro- 
mifing to get their Pardons, but was forced to give 
them an hundred and twenty-five Pounds at King^ 
fale to bring them home, otherwife I had never got 
from them. 

There was a Report, that I meant not to go to 
Guiana at all, and that I knew not of any Mine, 
nor intended any fuch Matter, but only to get my 
l^iberty, which I had not the Wit to keep. But it 
was my full Intent to go for Gold, for the Bene- 
lit of his Ma^efly, and thofe that went with me, 
with the reft of my Countrymen : But he, that knew 
the Head of the Mine, would not difcovcr it, when 
he faw, that my Son was flain, but made himfelf 
^way. And, then he turned to my Lord of Arundel^ 
(ind faidi Being in the Gallery in my Ship at my 
Departure, your Honour took me by the Hand, 
^nd faid you would requeft me one Thing, that 
was. That whether I made a good Voyage cr bad^ yet 
I Jhould return again into England, when I made 
yQU a Prorpife, and gave you my Faith, that I 

would. 
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would. And fo you did^ (anfwer^d my Lord) // is 
triie^ they were the hfi Words I fpake unio you. 
Another Opinion was, that I carried to Sea with 
me a thoufand fix hundred Pieces, and that was all 
the Voyage intended, only to get Money into my 
Hands, and that I had weighed my Voyage be- 
fore \ whereas I proteft I had but an hundred 
Pounds in alt the world, whereof I gave twenty-. 
five Pounds to my Wife, The Reafon of this 
Speech was this \ there was entered Twenty thou-» 
land Pounds, and yet but Four thoufand Pounda 
in the Surveyor's Book: now I gave my Bill for 
the other Sixteen thoufand Pounds for divers Ad-* 
venturers; but I proteft I had not a Penny of 
Money more than One hundred Pounds, as I hope 
to be faved. 

Another Slander was raifed, that I would have 
gone away from them and left them at Guiana } 
but there were a great many worthy Men, who ac-^ 
companied me always, as my Serjeant Major Georget 
Rakgbj and divers others (which he then named) that 
knew my Intent was nothing fo. And thefe be the 
material Points I thought good to fpeak of. I am 
now at this Inftant to render my Account to God ^ 
and I proteft, as I fliall appear before Him, this that 
I have fpoken is true. 

I will fpeak but a Word or two more, becaufe I; 
will not trouble Mr. Sheriflf too long. 

There was a Report fpread, that I flhould rejoice 
at the Death qf my Lord of EJfex^ and that I flioul4 
take Tobacco in his Prefence ; when, as I proteft, I 
flied Tears at his Death, though I was one of the- 
. contrary Fa6tion ; and at the Time of his Death I was; 
all the while in the Armory at the further End^ 
where I coqld but fee him. I was forry, that I wast 
Wt with him, for I heard he had a Defire to fee- 

WCi and be reconciled to me. So that I proteft I 
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lamented his Death, and good Caufe had T, for it 
was the worfe for me as it proved, for after he was 
gone I was httle beloved. 

And now I intreat you all to join with me in 
Prayer, that the great God of Heaven, whom I 
have grievoufly offended, being a Man full of all 
Vanity, and have lived a finful Life, in all finful 
Callings, having been a Soldier, a Captain, a Sca- 
Captun, and a Courtier, which are all Places of 
Wickednefs and Vice ; that God (J fay) would for- 
gave me, and caft away my Stns from me, and 
that he would receive me into everlafting Life. Sa 
I take my Leave of you all, making my Peace with 
God. 
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ORDERS 

To be Gbferved By 

*rhe Commanders of the Fleet and Land 
G)mpanicS} under the Charge and Con- 
dud of Sir WALTEk Ralegh Knight^ 
bouild for the South Patts of America 
Or elfewhere. Given at Plymouth iii 
Devonxh&ThAxA of May^ 1617. 

I R S T, Becauie no Aftiori nor Eriterprize caii 
profper (be it by Sea or Land) Without thi 
Favour and Affiftance of Almighty (aod, the 
Xord and Strength of Ho(b and Armies, you fhall 
jiot fail to caufc Divine Sfervice to be read in your 
JSjbip Morning and Everiirig, in the Morning before 
thinner, and at Night before Supper, or at leaft 
(if there Be Interruption by foul Weather) Once the 
Day, praafing God every Night with firiging of a 
Pfalm at the fetting of the Waitch. 

Secondly, You fhall take efpecial Care that God be 
not blafphemed in your Ship, but that after Admo- 
nition given, if the Offenders do not refrain them- 
felves, you fhall caufe them of the better Sort to be 
fined out of their Adventures, by which Courfe, if 
ho Amendment be found,* you fhall acquaint md^ 
withal. For if it be threatened in the Scriptures^ that 

g tU 
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7 be Curfe Jhall not depart from the Houfe of the Swearer^ 
much Icfs from the Ship of the Swearer. 

Thirdly, No Man ftiall refufe to obey his OfEccr 
in all that he is commanded, for the Benefit of the 
Journey : No Man (being in Health) (hall refufe to wait 
his Turn as he fhall be direftcd ; the Sailors by the 
Mailer and Boatfwain ; the Landmen by their Captain, 
Lieutenant, and others. 

You (hall make in every Ship two Captains of the 
Watch, who (hall make choice of two Soldiers every 
Kight to fearch between the Decks, that «o Fire nor 
Candle-light be carried about the Ship, after the 
Watch fet; nor that any Candles be burning in any 
Cabbin without a Lanthorn, and that neither but while 
they arc to make themfelves unready. For there is 
no Danger fo inevitable as the Ship's Firing, which 
may as well happen by taking of Tobacco between the 
Decks^ and therefore forbidden to all Men but aloft 
the upper Deck. 

You (hall caufe the Landmen to learn the Names 
and Places of the Ropes, that they may a(fift the Sai- 
lors in their Labours upon the Decks, though they 
cannot go up to the Tops and Yards. 

You (hall train and initruft your Sailors ((b many 
as (hall be found fit) as you do your Landmen, and 
regifter their Names in the Li(b of your Companies, 
making no Difference- of ProfefTions; but that all 
be efteemed Sailors and all Soldiers : For your 
Troops will be very weak when you come to 
Land, without the A(riftance of your fea-faring 
Men. 

You (hall not give chace, or fend aboard any 
Ship, but by Order from the General : And if you 
come near any Ship in your Courfe, if (he be be- 
longing to Prince or State in League or Amity with 
his Majefty, you (hall not take any thing from them 
by Force, upon pain of Punilhmcnt as a Pirate -, al- 
though ^ 
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though in manifeft extremity or Want you may 
(agreeing for the Price) relieve yourfelves with Things 
neceflary, giving Bond for the fame, provided that it 
be not to the disfumifhing of any fuch Ship, whereby 
the Owner or Merchants be endangered for the Ship 
or Goods. 

You ftiall every Night fall a-flem the General's Ship, 
and follow his Light, receiving Inftruftions in the 
Morning what Courfe'to hold ; and if you Ihall at any 
time be feparated by foul Weather, you Jlhall receive 
certain Billettes fealed up, the firft to be opened on 
this fide the North Cape, if there be Caufe ; the fe- 
cond to be opened at the South Cape ; the third, after 
you Ihall pafs twenty-three Degrees ; and the fourth 
from the Height of Cape de Verd. 

If you difcover any Sail at Sea, either to windward 
or to leeyrard of the Admiral, or if any two or three 
of our Fket fhall difcover any fuch Sail which the 
Admiral cannot difcern; if Ihe be a great Ship, and 
but one, you fhall ftrike your Main-top-fail, and 
hoift it again fo often as you ihall judge it to be an 
hundred Tuns of Burthen ; as if you judge her to be 
two hundred Tuns ta ftrike and hoifl twice, if three 
hundred, thrice j and fo anfwerable to her Great- 
nefs. . 

If you difcern a fmall Ship, you fhall do the like 
with your Fore-top-fail; but if you difcover many 
great Ships, you fhall not only flrike your Main-top- 
fair often, but put out your Enfign in the Main-top ; 
and if fuch Ships or Fleet go large before the Wind, 
you fhall alfo (after your Signs given) go large, and 
ftand as any of the Fleet doth, I mean no longer than 
that you may judge the Admiral and the reft have feen 
■your Signs and your fo ftanding. And if you went 
large at the Time of the Difcovery, you fhall hale 
oft your Sheets for a little Time, and then go large 
againj that the reft may know that you go large, 
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to flicw us that the Ships or Fleet difcovercd kctep 
that Courfe •, fo you fhall do if the Ships or Fleet 
difcovercd have their Tacks aboard, namely, if you 
had alfo your Tacks aboard at the Time of the Dif- 
covery, you (hall bear up for a little Time/ and after 
hale your Sheet oft again, to fhew us what Courfe the 
Ship or Fleet holds. 

IF you difcover any Ship or Fleet by Night, if the 
Ship or Fleet be to windward of you, and you to 
windward of the Admiral, you (hall prefently bear 
up to give us Knowledge ; but if you think you might 
fpeak with her, then you fhall keep your loof and 
fhoot oflF a Piece of Ordnance to give us Knowledge 
thereby. . ' 

For a general Rule, let no Man prefumc to fhoot 
off' any Piece of Ordnance but in difcovering a Ship 
or Fleet by Night, or by being in Danger of the 
Enemy, or in Danger of Fire, or in Danger of 
finking, it may be unto us all a moft certain In- 
telligence of fome Matter of Importance, and you 
fhall make us know the Difference by this ; for tf 
you give chace, and being near a Ship, you fhoot 
to make Jier ftrikc, we fliail lee and know you fhoot 
to that End, (if it be by Day,) if by Night, we 
llaall then know that you have feen a Ship or Fleet 
more than dur own, and if you fufpeft we do not 
hear the firft Piece, then you may fhoot a fecond, 
but not otherwife, and you muft take almofl a Quar- 
ter of an Hour between your two Pieces : If you be 
in Danger by a Leak, (I mean in prefent Danger) 
you ihall flioot two Pieces prefently one after another ; 
and if in Danger of Fire, three Pieces prefently one 
after another. 

In foul Weather every Man Ihall fit his Sails to 
keep Company with the reft of the Fleet, and not 
run fo far a-head by Day, but that he may fall 
a-ftern the Admiral before Night. In cafe w.e Ihould 

be 
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be fet upon by Sea, the Captain fhall appoint fuffi- 
cient Company to aflift the Gunners, after which, 
if the Fight require it, the Cabbins between the 
Decks fhaU be taken down, and all Beds and Sacks 
employed for Bulwarks ; the Mufketteers of every 
Ship fliall be divided under Captains, or other ON 
ficcrs, fome for the Fore-caftle, others for the Waft, 
the reft for the Poop, where they fhall abide, if 
they be not otherwife directed. The Gunners fhall 
not fhoot any . great Ordnance at other Diftance than 
point-blank. An Officer or two fhall be appointed 
(o take care that no k)ofe Powder be carried be-i 
tween the Decks, or near any Linftock or Match in 
Hand. You fhall faw divers Hogflieads in two 
Parts, and filled with Water, fet them aloft the 
Decks. . You fhall divide your Carpenters, fome in 
the , Hold^ if wy Shot come between Wind and 
Water, and the reft between the Decks, with Plates 
of Lead, Plugs, and all Things nccefTary laid by them. 
You fhall alfo lay by your Tubs of Water certain 
wet Blankets to caft upon and choke any Fire. The 
Mafter , and Boatfwain fhall appoint a certain Number 
of Saildcs to every Sail, and to every fuch Com-- 
pany a Matter's Mate, Boatfwain's Mate, or Quar- 
ter Matter, fo.. as when every Man knows his Charge 
imd Place, Things may be done without Noife or 
Confufion, and no Man to fpeak but the Officers : 
As for Example, if the Matter or his Mate bid 
heave *out the Main-top-fail^ the Matter's Mate, 
Boatfwain's Mate, or Qyar^er Matter which hath 
.Chaise pf that Sail, fhall with his Cppipany per- 
form it without callin'g gut to others ; ^nd fq for the 
Fore-fail, Fore-top-fail, Sprit-fail, and the rett ; the 
Boatfwain himfelf taking no particular Charge of any 
Sail, but overlookij^ aU, and feeing every one do his 
Puty. 
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No Man fhall board a Ship of the Enemy with-* 
out Order, becaufc the Lofs of a Ship to us is of 
more • importance than of ten to the Enemy ; as alfo 
by one Man's boarding all our Fleet may be en- 
gaged, it being a great Difhonour to lofe the leaft 
bt our Fleet. Every Ship being under the Lee of 
the Enemy, fhall labour to recover the Wind, if the 
Admiral endeavour it, and we find an Enemy to 
keward of us, the whole Fleet fhall follow the Ad« 
miral. Vice Admiral, or other leading Ships within 
Mufket-fhot of the Enemy, giving fo much Liberty 
to the leading Ships after her Broad-fide difcovered, 
as fhe may flay and trim her Sails, then is the fe- 
cond Ship to give her Side, and the third and fourth, 
which done they fhall all take as the firft Ship, and 
giving the Enemy the other Side, fhall keep him 
under a perpetual Volley: Thus mufl you do fa 
the windermofl Ship of the Enemy, which you Aiall 
batter in pieces, or force her to bear up and ihtangle 
the reft falling foul one of another to their great 
Confufion, 

It the Admiral give chace and be headxoofl: Man^ 
the next Ship fhall take up his Boat if other Or- 
der be not given : Or if any other Ship be appoint* 
cd to give chace, the next Ship, if the chacing Sh^ 
have a Boat at her Stem, fhall take her up. Bf any 
make a 'Ship to fbike, he fhall not enter her till the 
Admiral come up. 

The Mufketeers, divided into certain Quarters of 
the Ship, fliall not deliver their Shot but at fuch 
Diflances as their Commander fhall direct them. 
You fnall take a fpecial Care for the keeping of the 
Ship clean between the Decks, to have your Ord- 
nance in Order, and not cloy'd with Trunks and 
Chefls. Let thofe that have Provifion of Victuals, 
dehver it to the Steward ; and every Man put his 
ArriicI in Canvas Clcakbag^, except feme few 

Cheils 
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Chefts which do not pefter the Ship. Every one that 
ufeth any Weapon of Fire, be it Mufket or other 
Piece, flxall keep it clean, aad if he be not able to 
amend it, being out of Order, he Ihall prefently ac- 
quaint his Officer therewith^ who fliail command the 
Armourer to amend it. 

No Man, fhdl keep any Feafting or Drinking 
.between Meals, nor drink any Healths on the Ship's 
Provifion. Every Captain, by his Purfer, Steward, 
.or other Officer, Ihall take a weekly Account how 
the Victuals wafte. The Steward fhall not deliver any 
Candles to any private Man, or to any private Ufe. 

Whofoever fhall Ileal from his Fellows either 
^parel or any thing elfe, fhall be punifhed as a 
Thief; or jf tny one fleal any Vidtuals, either by 
breaking into the Hold, or otherwife, he fhall receive 
the Punifhment of a Thief and the Murderer of Ws 
Fellows. 

There is no Man fhall ftrike any Officer, be he 
Captain^ Lieutenant, Enfign, Serjeant, Corporal of 
the Ftdd, a Quarter Mafler, nor the Mafter of 
any Ship, Matter's Mate, Boatfwain, or Quarter 
Mafter i I fay, no Man fhall offer any Violence to 
any of thefe, but the fupreme Officer to the infe- 
rior, in TimQ of Service, upon pain of Peath. No 
^private Maij ihall ftrike one another, upon pain of 
receiving fuch • Puniftiment as a Martial Court fhall 
think him worthy of. 

No Man fhall play at Cards or Dice, either for his 
Apparel or Arms, upon pain of being difarmed, and 
made a Swabber. And whoever fhall fhew himfelf'a 
Coward upon any Landing or otherwife, he fhall be 
difarmed, and made a Labourer and Carrier of Viduals 
for the reft. 

No Man fhall land any Men in any foreign Parts, 
without Order from the General, the Serjeant Major, 
or other chief Officer, upon pain of Death : And 
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Fherefoever we fliall have caufe to lapd, no Man flial| 
force any Woman, be fhc Chriftian or Heathen, upon 
pain of Death. And you (hall take efpeciai Care» 
ivhen God fhali fpffcr us to land in the In4ies^ not to 
eat any Fruits unknown ; fuch Fruits as you do not 
find eaten hy Birds oi> the Tr^c, pr Beafts under the 
Tree, you fliall avoid. 
You fliall not flecp on the Ground, nw eat any new 

.Flefli till it be falteci two or tjiree Hours, which other- 
wife will l?rped a pioft dangerous Flux -, fo will the 
Fating of pver-fat Hogs or Turkics. Ydu fliall alfo 
have a great carf that you fwiip not in any Rivers but 
where you fee the Indians fwim, becaufe mofl: of the 

. Rivers are full of Alligators. You fliall not take any 
thing from any Indian by Force, for from thenceforth 
we fliall never be relieved j but you mufl: ufe them 
with all Courtefy. And for trading or exchanging with 
0iem, it muft !;« done by pnc or two pf evtry Ship 
JTor all the reft, and the Price to be direfted by tt^e 
(Cape Merchant, for othcrwife all our Commoditips will 
be of fmall iPricp, and greatly to our Hindtanc^. 
For other Orders on the Land we will eflablifli them 

^ (when Qpd fliall fend us thither) by general Confent : 
In the mean, time 1 will value every Maq's HohouF 
Recording to their Degree and Valour, and taking care 
for the Service of God and Profpcrity of our Enter-r 

" prize. 

When the Admiral fliall hang put a Fla^ or Enfign 

* pp the Mizen Shrouds, you Ihall know it to l?e a Flfg 
of Counfel to* come aboard, 



T«« 



* . 



[cv] 



I 1 ' .. -- 



* The Dutiful 



ADVICE 



OF A 



Loving SON 

TO HIS 

Aged FAT HE R. 

SIR, 

I Humbly befeech you, bpth in xtSpt&i of the Ho* 
nour of God, your Duty tx) his Church, and xh% 
Comfort of your own Soul, that you ferioufly con-? 
jidq* in what Terms you ftand, and weigh yourfelf in 
a Chriftian Ballance ; taking for your Counterpoife, 
jhc judgments of God: Take heed in time, that the 
Word Tekel^ written of old againft Belfiiazzar^ and in- 
terpreted by Daniel^ be not verifi^ in you, whofe 
Ej^ofition was, Tou have been ppfea^ in the Scale ^ and 
found of too light JVeighi. 

Remem-p* 

* This Piece has always pafTed among Sir Wolar Ralegh'*s Re<i^ 

inains, as written by himfelf ; but it appears, ratker, to be a Libc) 

' siigaiolt him^ written by fome of his Enemies. For this Reafon it is 

fucen from his Works, and added here^ for the Satisf^dion of thoff^ 

who may be of another Opinion, 
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Remember that you arc now in the waining, and the 
Date of your Pilgrimage well nigh expired, and now 
that it behoveth you to look towards your Country; 
your Force languifheth, your Senfcs impair, your Body 
droops, and on every Side the ruinous Cottage of your 
faint and feeble Flefh threateneth the Fall : And having 
ip many Harbingers of Death to premonifh you of your 
End, how can you but prepare for fo dreadful a Stran- 
ger ? The young Man may die quickly, but the oki 
Man cannot live long: The young Man's Life by 
Cafualty may be abridged, but the old Man's by no 
Phyfick can be long adjourned; and therefore, if 
green Years Ihould fometimes think of the Grave, the 
Thoughts of old Age fhould continually dwell in the 
fame. 

The Prerogative of Infancy is Innocency j of Child- 
hood, Reverence j of Manhood, Maturity ; and of old 
Age, Wifdom, 

And feeing tlieh that the chiefcft Properties of Wif- 
dom are to be mindful of Things paft, careful for 
Things prefent, and provident for Things ^o come ; 
life now the Jftrivilcge of Nature's Talent, to the Be- 
jiefit of your owa ooul, and procure hereafter to be 
►wife in weil-doin^ and watchful in the Forefight of 
/uturc Harms. To f^e the World you are now 
^unable ; and though, you were able, yet you have lit- 
S\t Caufe to be willing^ feeing that it never gave you 
-but an unhappy Welcome, a hurtful Entertainment, 
-and now doth abandon you with an unfortunate Fare- 
well. ■ -^ - y 

You have long fowed in a Field of Flint, which 
.could bring nothing forth biit a Crop of Cares, and 
Affliftions of Spirit, rewarding your Labours with 
.Remorfe, and affording for your Gain, eternal Dan- 

; It is now more than a feafonable Time to alter the 
Courfe of fo unthriving a Hufbandiy, and to enter 

into 
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into the Field of God's Church, in which, fowing the 
Seed of repentant Sorrow, and watering them with the 
Tears of humble Contrition, you may hereafter reap a 
more beneficial Har^'^eft, and gather the Fruits of ever*- 
lafting Comfort. 

Remember, I pray you, that your Spring is fpcnt, 
your Summer over-paft, you are now arrived at the 
Fall of the Leaf ; yea, and Winter Colours have long 
fincc ftaihed yoiir hoary Head. 

Be not carelefs (faith St. AuguJHne) though our loving 
Jjord bear long with Offenders ; for the longer he ft ay s^ not 
finding Amendment ^ the forer he will fcotcrge^ \wben he 
comes to Judgment : And his Patience infoftrong forbears 
cy, is cnly to lend us Refpite to repent^ and not in any 
wife to enlarge us Leifure to fin. 

He that fa toffed with Variety of Stormis, and can- 
not come to his defired Port, maketh not much Way^ 
but fa much turmbiled. So, he that hath pafled many 
Years, and purchafed little Profit, hath a long Being, 
but a Ihort Life ; For, Life is more to be meafured by 
well-doing than by Number of Years ; fteing that moft 
Men by many Days do but procure many Deaths, and 
others in fhort Space attain to the Life of infinite Ages^ 
What is the Body without the Soul, but a corrupt 
Carcafe } And what is the Soul without God, but a 
Sepulchre of Sin ? 

If 'God be the Way, the Life, and the Truth, he 
that goeth without him, ftrayieth ; and he that liveth 
without him, dieth j and he that fa not taught by him, 
erreth. 

Well faith St, Auguftine^ God is our true and chief eft 
TJfCy from whom to revolt j is to fall \ to whom to return^ 
is to rife ; and in whom to ft ay ^ is to ft and fur e, 

God is he, from whom to depart, is to die ; to 
whom to repair, is to revive j and in whom to dwell, 
is Life for ever. Be not then of the Number of thofc 
that begin not to live, till they be ready to die : And 

then 
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then after a Foe's Defert, come to crave of God a 
Friend's Entertainment. 

Some there be that think to fnatch Heaven in a Mo* 
mcnty which the beft can fcarce attain unto in the Main-» 
tenance of many Years, and when they have glutted 
tfaemfelves with worldly Delights, would jump from 
Diveses Diet to Lazarus^s Crown, from the Service of 
Satan to the Solace of a Saint. 

But be you well alTured, that God is not fo penuri<< 
t>us of Fnends, as to hold himfelf and his Sangdom 
fale^ble for the Refufe and Reverfions of their Lives, 
who have facrificed the principal thereof to his Ene-. 
mies, and their own brutifh Luft ; then only cealingto 
p&nd, when the Ability of offending is taken from 
them. 

True it is that a Thief may be faved upon the Grols, 
and Mercy found at the laft Gafp :^Eut well faith St; 
Augujline^ Though it be pqffibky yet it is fcarce credibk^ 
that he in Death Jhould find Favour^ whofe whole Life de^ 
ferved Death ; and that the Repentance fbould be morejuit 
cepted^ that more for Fear of Hell and Love of bimfldf^ 
than for the Love of Gody and Loathfamnefs tf Sin^.try^ 
eth for Mercy. 

Wherefore, good Sir, make no longer Delays \ but 
being {b near the brcaking-up of your mortal Houie^ 
take time before Extremity, to pacify God's Anger. 

Though you fuffered.the Bud to he blafted, though 
you permitted the Fruits^to be perifhed, and the Leaves 
fo dry up ; yea, though you let the Boughs to wither^ 
gnd the Body of your Tree to grow to decay, yet, 
(alas !) keep Life in the Root, for fear left the whole 
^Tree become Few^l for HellrFire. For furely where 
the Tree falleth, there it fhall lie, whether towards 
the South, or to the North, to Heaven or to Hell ; 
jind fuch Sap as it bringeth forth, fuch Fruit fhall it 
f vpr bear. 

Pc^th 
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Dwfh hath already filed from you the better Part of 
your natural Forces, and left you now to the Lees, and 
Rcmiffals of your wearyilh and dying Days. 

The Remainder whereof, as it cannot be long, Co 
doth it warn you fpeedily to ranfom your former Lofles; 
for what is Age but the Calends of Death ? And what 
importeth your prefent Weaknefs, but an Eamcft of 
your approaching Diflblution ? You are now embarked 
in your final Voyage, and not far from the Stint and 
Period of your Courfc. 

Be not therefore unprovided of fuch Appurtenances 
as are behoveful in to perplexed and penlous a Jour- 
ney j Death itfelf is very fearful, but much more ter- 
rible in relpedi: of the Judgment it fummoneth us 
unto. 

If you were now laid upon your departing Bed, bur- 
thened with the heavy Load of your former Trelpafles, 
and gored with the Sting and Prick of a feitered Con- 
fcience 5 if you felt the Cramp of Death wrefting your 
Heart-ftrings, and ready to make the ruefiil Divorce 
between Body and Soul ; if you lay panting for Breath, 
and fwimming in a cold and pale Sweat, wearied with 
flruggling againfl your deadly Pangs, O ! wh^;t would 
you give for an Hour's Repentance ; at what a Rate 
would you value a Day's Contrition? Then Worlds 
would be wotthlcfs in refped of a little Refpite j a 
fliort Truce would feem more precious than the Trea- 
furcs of an Empire ; nothing would be fo much efteem- 
ed as a fhort Time of Truce, which now by Days, 
and Months, and Years, is moft laviflily mif-fpent. 

Oh how deeply would it wound your woful Heart, 
when looking back into your former Life, you confi- 
dcred many heinous and horrible Offences committed, 
many pious Works and godly Deeds omitted, and nei- 
ther of both repented, your Service to Grod promiled, 
and not performed ! 

Oh 
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Oh how inconfolable were your Cafe, your Friends 
being fled, your Senfes affrighted, your Thoughts a* 
mazed, your Memory decayed, and your whole Mind 
aghaft, and no Part able to perform what it fhould 5 
but only your guilty Confcience peftered with Sin, that 
would continually upbraid you with many bitter Ac- 
cufations ! 

Oh, what would you think then, being ftripped out 
of this mortal Weed, and turned both out of Service 
and Houfe-room of this wicked World, you are forced 
to enter into uncouth and ftrange Paths, and with un- 
known and ugly Company, to be convented before at 
moft fevere Judgc^ carrying in your Confcience your 
Indi6bnent, written in a perfed Regiftcr_ of all your 
Mifdeeds, when you fhall fee him prepared to give 
Sentence upon you, againft whom you have fo often 
tranfgreffed, and the fame to be your Umpire, whom* 
by fo many Offences you have made your Enemy, 
when not only the Devil, but even the Angels would 
plead againft you, and your own felf, in Delpight of 
yourfelf, be your own moft Iharp Impeacher ! 

Oh, what would you do in thefe dreadful Exigents, 
when you faw the ghaftly Dragon, and huge Gulph of 
Hell, breaking out with moft fearful Flames, when 
you heard the weeping, wailing and gnafhing of Teeth, 
the Rage of thofe hellifh Monfters, the Horror of the 
Place, the Terror of the Company, and the Eternity' 
of all thofe Torments ! 

Would you then think them v/ife that fhould delay 
in fo weighty Matters, and idly play away the Time- 
allotted, to prevent tl^efe intolerable Calamities ? Would 
you then count it fifcure, to nurfe in your own Bofom* 
fo many Serpents sts Sins, and to fofter in your Soul 
fo many malicious Accufers, as mortal and horrible 
Offences ? Would you not think one Liife too little to 
repent in for fo many, and fo great Iniquities, every 

.one 
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one whereof were enough to throw you into thofc un- 
fpeakable and intolerable Torments ? 

And why then (alas ! ) do you not at the leaft devote 
that fmall Remnant, and Surplufage of thefe your lat- 
ter Days, procuring to make an Attonement with God 5 
and to free your Soul and Confcience from that Cor- 
ruption which by your Fall hath crept into it ? Thofe 
very Eyes that behold, and read this Difcourfe, thofc 
very Eirs that are attentive to hear it, and that very 
Underftanding that confidereth and conceiveth it, fhall 
be cited as certain Witneffes of thefe rehearfed Things. 
In your own Body fhall you experience thefe deadly 
Agonies, and in your Soul fhall you feelingly find 
thefe terrible Fears ; yea, and your prefent Eflate is in 
Danger of the deepeft Harms, if you do not the fooner 
recover yourfelf into that Fold and Family of God's 
faithful Servants. 

What have you got by being fb long a Cuflomer to 
the World, but falfe Ware, fuitable to the Shop of 
fuch a Merchant, whofe Traffic is Toil, whofe Wealth 
is Trafh, and whofe Gain is Mifery ? What Interefl: 
have you reaped, that might equal your Detriment in 
Grace and Virtue ? Or what could you find in the Vale 
x)f Tears, that was anfwerable to the Favour of God, 
with Lofs whereof you were contented to buy it ? 

You cannot now be inveigled with the Paffions of 
Youth, which making a Partiality of Things, fets no 
Diflance between counterfeit and current 5 for thefe are 
now worn out of Force, by Traft of Time are fallen 
into Reproof, by Trial of their Folly. 

Oh let not the crazy Cowardice of Flelh and Blood, 
daunt the Prowefs of an intelligent Perfon, who by his 
Wifdom cannot but difcern how much more Caufe 
there is, and how much more needful it is, to fervc 
God, than this wicked World. 

But if it be the ungrounded Prefumption of the Mercy 
of God, and the Hope of his Alfiftancc at the laft Plunge, 

(which 
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(which indeed is the ordinary Lure of the Devil to rcr 
claim Sinners from the Purfuit of Repentance :) Alas I 
that is too jjalpable a GoUufion to miflead a fi>und 
and fenfible Man, howfoever it may prevail with 
lick and ill-afFefted Judgments. • "Who would rely in 
eternal Affairs, upon the gliding Slipperinefs, and run- 
ning Streams of our uncertain Life ? Who, but one of 
diftemper*d Wits^ would offer Fraud to the DecyphercF 
of all Thoughts ; with whom diiSemble we may to ouf 
Cofl, but to deceive him is impoffible ? 

Shall we efleem'it cunning to rob the Time from 
him, and befiow it on his Enemiesy who keepeth Tale 
of the leaft Minutes^ and will examine in the End how 
every Moment hath been employed ? It is a prcpo- 
fterous kind of Policy, in any wife Conceit to fight 
againft God, till our Weapons be blunted, our Forces 
confumed, our Limbs impotent, and our belt Time 
ft>ent ; and then when we fall for Faintnefs, and have 
fought ourfelves almoft dead, to prefume on his Mercy. 

Oh ! no, no, the Wounds of his moft facred Body, 
fo often rubbed and renewed by our Sins, and every 
Part and Parcel of our Bodies fo divers and fundry ways 
abufed, will be then as fo many Whet-ftones and In- 
centives, to edge and exafperate his moft juft Revenge 
againft us. . , 

It is a ftrange Piece of Art, and a very exorbitant 
Courfe, when the Ship is found, the Pilot well, the 
Mariners ftrong, the Gale favourable, and the Sea calm, 
to lie idly in the Road, during fo feafonable Weather : 
And when the Ship leaketh, the Pilot fick, the Mari- 
ners faint) the Storms boifterous, and the Seas a Tur- 
moil of outrageous Surges, then to launch fortli, hoift 
up Sail, and fet.out for a long Voyage into a far 
Country. 

Yet iiich is the Skill of thcfc Evening Repenters, who 
though in the Soundnefs oi^ i;iicir i icakh, and perfeft 
Ufe of tlieir Reafon, they cannot r- folvc to cut the 

Cable^^ 
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CaUei) and weigh the Anchor that withholds them 
£^001 God, 

Neverthelefs they feed themfelves with a ftrong Per- 
luafi<m» that when they are aftoniihed, their tVits di« 
:firaded, theUnderflanding duiked, and thek Bodies and 
Souls racked and tormented with the Throbs and Gripes 
of a mortal Sicknefs *; then, forfooth, they will begin 
Co think of their weightieft Matters, and become fud* 
^en Sarnti) when Ihcy arc fcarce able to behave them- 
selves like reafonable Creatures^ 

No, no, if neither the Canon, Civilj nor the Com- 
lIK>n Law; will allow that Man (perifhed in Judgment) 
ihould nndce wy Teflament of his temporal Subflance, 
Jiow tan he tfafit is animated with inward Garboils of 
^m'unfettled Confcience, diftrained with the wringing 
Fits of his dymg Flefhj maimed in all his Ability, and 
circled in on every Side with many and ftrange Incum- 
brances, be thought of due Difcrction to difpofe of 
his chidfeft Jewel, which is his Soul •, and to difpatch 
the whole Martage of all Eternity, and of the TreaTures 
of He^fven, in fo fhort a Spurt ? 

No, no, they that will loiter in Seed-time, and be- 
gin to fow when others reap j they that will riot out 
their Health, and begin to caft their Accounts when 
they are fcarce able to fpeak ; they that will flumber 
out the Day, and enter upon their Journey when the 
Light doth fail them, let them blame their own Folly, 
if they die in Debt, and be eternal Beggars, and fail 
headlong into the Lap of endlefs Pei*ditiort. 

Let fuch liften to St. Cyprian*^ Leflbn : Let, faith he, 
the Gritvoufnefs of our Sore be the Meafure of our Sorrow ; 
kt'd deep Wound ha^e a deep and dilige7it Cure ; let no 
Mali's Contrition be lefs than his Crime, 
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A brief Relation of Sir Wal^e^ R.alcgk*i 
Troubles : With the taking awetji the 
Lands and Caflle of Sherburn in Dots 
fet from ifim and his Heirs^ heing biji 
indubitable Inheritance, 

To the Right Honourable the Commons of EngkmJU 
affcmbled in Parliament; the humble Petition of 
Carew Ralegh^ Efq; only Son of Sir JValtir Rakgb^ 

. late deceafed. 

Humbly Sheweth, 

rHJ T whereas your Petitioner eonceiveth^ thai iiS 
late Father^ Sir Walter Ralegh, was mojt unjiifihf^ 
and illegally condemned and executed ; and his Lands 
and Cafile of Sherburn wrongfully taken from him and his^ 
as may more at large appear by this brief Narrative here-- 
unto annexed ; the Particulars whereof your Petitioner is^ 
upon due Proofs^ ready to make good: Tour Petitioner 
therefore^' humbly fuhmitting to the great Juftice and In-- 
tegrity of this Houfe^ (which is no way more manifefted^ 
than by relieving the Oppreffed) humbly cravetb^ that ht 
may receive fuch Satisfaction^ for thefe his great Oppreffions 
and Loffes^ as to the Wifdom and Clemency of this honour^ 
able Houfe fhall feem fit . 

And your Petitioner Ihall humbly pray, &fr* 

WHEN King James came Into Englandy he found 
Sir Walter Ralegh (by the Favour of his late 
Miftrefs Queen Elizabeth) bord Wardcyi of the Stan-* 
nariesy Lord Lieutenant of Devonfhire and Cornwall^ 

Captaia~ 
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Optab oF the Guard, and Governor of the Kle of 7^; * 
Jiy I with a larg$ Poflfeffion of Lands both in England 
and Irekmd. The King for fome Weeks ufed him 
with great Kindnefs, and was pleafed to acknowledge 
^Tprs ■ Prefents^ which he had received from him be* 
ang in Scothmd^ for which he gave him Thanks. But 
finding him (^ he faid himfelf ) a martial Man, ad* 
di£bcd to foreign Afiairs and great Actions, he feared 
deft he ihould Engage him in a War, a Thing moffc 
hated, and contrary to the King's Nature ; wherefore 
he bqg^ to look upon him with a jealous Eye, efpe^ 
daily after he had prefented him with a Book, wherein, 
With great Animofity, he oppofed the Peace with Spain^ 
then in treaty, perfuading the King rather vigoroufly 
to profecute the War with that Prince, then in hand j 
promifing, and that with great Probability, within few 
Years to leduce the Wefi Indies to his Obedience. But 
Sir Walter Ralegb*s Enemies, foon difcovering the King's 
Humour, refolved at once to rid the King of this Doubt 
and Trouble, and to inrich themfelves with the Lands 
and Offices of Sir JValter Raiegb. Wherefore they plot* 
ted to accufe him, and the Lord Cobbamj a fimple paf- 
fionate Man, but of a very noble Birth and great Pof- 
icflions, of High Treafon. The Particulars of their Ac* 
cufation I am utterly ignorant of, and I think all Men, 
both then and now living -, only I find in general Terms, 
they were accufed for plotting with the Spaniard^ to 
bring in a foreign Army, and proclaim the Infanta of 
Spain^ Queen of England -, but without any Proofs, and 
the Thing itfelf as ridiculous as impoflible. However,*" 
Sir WaUer Raiegb was condemned without any Witnefs 
brought in againft him, and the Lord Cobhamy who 
was pretended to have accufed him barely in a I^ettcr,^ 
in another Letter to Sir Walter Raiegb^ upon his Sal- 
vation cleared him of all Treafon, or treafonable Acti- 
ons, cither againft King or State, to his Knowledge j 
which original Letter is now in the Hands of Mr. Ca- 
ll z rr^ 
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rew Ralegh, Son of Sir fTalierj to be produced $t any 
1 ime. Upon this Condemnation, all his Lands and 
Offices were feized, and himfclf committed dofe Prifo* 
ner to the Tower ; but they found his Caftle ef Sber*, 
burtty and the Lands thereunto belonging, to be loi^ 
before entailed on his Children, fo that he could no( 
forfeit it, but during his own Life. And the King^ 
finding in himfelf the Iniquitv of Sir WaUer^t Condem* 
nation, gave him all what he had forfeited again, but 
ftill kept him clofe Prifoner ; feven Years after his 
Imprifonment, he enjoyed Sberbum ; at which Time it 
fell out, that one Mr.. Robert Car^ a young Scold 
Gentleman, grew in great Favour with the King ; and 
having no Fortune, they contrived to lay the Foun- 
dation of his future Greatnefs upon the Ruins of Sir 
fValter Ralegh. Whereupon they called the Convey-^ 
ance of Sberbum in Queftion, in the Exchequer Cham- 
ber, and for want of one fmgle Word (which Word 
was found notwithftanding in the Paper-book, and was 
only the Overfight of a Clerk) they pronounced die 
Conveyance invalid, and Sberburn forfeited to the Crown; 
a Judgment eafily to be forefeen without Witchcraft, 
fince his chiefeft Judge was his greateft Enemy, and 
the Cafe argued between a poor friendlefs Prifoner and 

A King of England. 

Thus was Sherbum given to Sir Robert Car (after 
Earl of Somerfet ; ) the Lady Ralegh • with her Chil-" 
dren, humbly and eameftly petitioning the King for 
Compaffion on her, and her's, could obtain no other 
Anfwer from him, but that he mun have the Land, 
he mun have it for C^r. She being a Woman of a very 
high Spirit, and noble Birth and Breeding, fell down 
upon her Knees, with her Hands heaved up to Hea^- 
yen, and in the Bitternefs of Spirit bcfeeched God Al- 
mighty 

* S1)C w>s the only Daughter of Sir Nicholas ^hrogmorton^ whQ 
\va5 arraigned in Queen Ma*-ys Time, and accjuitted. See FoiCs 
J^s and MQnuffKKts, 
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inightjr to look upon the Juftnefs of her Cauf e,and 

puniih thofe who had fo wrongfully expofed her, and 

her poor Children, to Ruin and Beggary. What hath 

happened fince to. that Royal Family, is too fad and 

<Uaftrous for me to repeat, and yet too vifible not to 

ht difcemed.' But to proceed : Prince Hemjy hearing 

tl|c King had given Sherburn to Sir Robert CoTj came 

with fome Anger to his Father, defiring he would be 

pleaied to bellow Sberhurn upon him, aUedging that it 

was a Place of great Strength and Beauty, which he 

much liked, but indeed, with an Intention to give it 

back to Sir Walter Ralegh^ whom he much elleemed. 

The King, who was unwilling to refufe any of that 
Prince's Defires (for, indeed, they were moft com- 
monly delivered in fuch Language, as founded rather 
like a Demand than anintreaty) granted his Requeft ; 
and to fatisfy his Favourite, gave him twenty-five thou- 
fmd Poimds in Money, fo far was the King or Crown 
frmn gaining by this Purchafe. But that excellent 
Prince, within a few Months, was taken away ; how 
and by what Means is fufpeded by all, and I fear was 
then too well known by many. After his Death, the 
King gave Sbtrbum again to Sir Robert Car, who not 
many Years after, by the Name of Earl of Somerjet^ 
was arraigned and condemned for poifoning Sir Tbomas 
Overbury^ and loft all his Lands. Then Sir John Digby^ 
now Earl of Brijiol^ begged Sherburn of the King, and 
had it. Sir Walter Ralegh being of a vigorous Confti- 
tution, and perfed Health, had now worn out fixteen 
Years Imprifonmcnt, and had feen the difaftreus End 
of all his greateft Enemies ; fo that, new Perfons and 
new Intcrefts now fpringing up in Court, he found 
Means to obtain his Liberty, but upon Condition, to 
go a Voyage to Guiana^ in Difcovery of a Gold Mine ; 
that unhappy Voyage is well known, almoft to all 
Men, and how he was betrayed from the Very Begin- 
ning, his Letters and Defigns being dUcoyered to Gon^ 

damcre. 
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danunre^ the Spar^ AmbafTador, wherd^f he found fucH 
Oppofition upon the Place, tlut though he took anil 
fired the Town of St. "Tbma^ yet he loft hit eldefi: Sofl 
in that Service, and being defperately. fick himfelfy wa| 
made fruftrate of all his Hopes. 

Immediately upon^ his Return hcMe, be was fnadtf 
Prifoner, and by the violent Purfuic of GcnJfim^e^ aod 
fome others, who could not think their Eflates (afei 
while his Head was upon his Shoulders, the King re? 
folved to take Advantage of his former CondemaatiQii 
iixteen Years paft, being not able to taktf 4way his Uf^ 
for any new Aftion; and, though he had given. hjof 
a Commiflion under the Broad-Seal to execute martial 
Law upon his own Soldiers, which was conceived, by 
the beft Lawyers, a full Pardon for any Offence com? 
mittcd before that Time, without any further TroubU' 
of the Law, cut off his Head. 

Here. Juftice was indeed blind, blindly executing 
one and the fame Perfon upon one and the fame Con- 
demnation, for Things contradidtory ; fox SkfFalter 
Ralegh was condemnol for being a Friend to the Spa^ 
niardy and loft his Life for being their utter Enemy, 
Thus Kings, when they will do what they pleaiei 
pleafe not him they fhould, God ; and, having made 
their Power fubfervient to their Will, deprive them- 
ielves of that juft Power whereby others are fubfervient 
to them. To proceed : Mr. Carew Ralegh^ only Son 
of Sir Walter^ being at this Time a Youth of. about 
Thirteen, bred at Oxford^ after Five Years, came to 
Court ; and, by the Favour of the R ight Honourable 
William Earl of Pembroke^ his noble Kinfinan, hoped 
to obtain fome Redrefs in his Misfortunes; but the 
King, not liking his Countenance, faid, he appeared 
to him like the Ghoft of his Father ; whereupon the 
Earl advifed him to travel, which he did until the 
Death of King James^ which happened about a Year 
^ter. Then cgming ovefj ctnd a Parliament fittings 

he. 
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he, ^(pGndiisg « thisCiiftoiD of thi$ Land, a4(irefl^ him- 
^df 10 them by Pc«^M t<> be rcftored in Blood, thereby* 
^a CMkUt him Cd ic^rit (juch L^d$, as might come- 
ipto him either as Hkir to his Father, or any other 
WKfi bul, his Be^ition having keen twice read in the 
l4mlf Houfti Kiog. C^^^/j?^ itnt Sir 7^i^i FuUertont 
(then of the Bed-cnamber) wmo M^ R^i^gk^ to com- 
ifiw4 hitA Mt coipe Unfeo him ; and, being brought into 
tlie Kingfn Chamber by the faid Sir Jamesy the King, 
aftor tiffing him wifh ^eat Civility, notwithftanding told 
l^m plainly, tl^at^ if hen he was Prince, he had pro* 
n^Sm the Earl c^ Arfi^/ to fecure his Title to Sh^eirbum^ 
^ffax&: the Heii^ of Sir Weaker Rakgb ; whereupon the 
ImtI had gven him, then Prince^ ten thoufand Pounds; 
that now he was bound to make good his Promife, be- 
ing King ; that )tllerefore, unlefi he would quit all his 
{ht and Title to Sherburne he neither could nor would- 
^ his Bill of Reftoration, Mr. Rakgb urged the 
jfs of his Caufe ; that he defired only the Liberty 
qf a Subjeft, and to be left to the Law, which was ne- 
ver denied any Freeman. Notwithftanding all which* 
AUegations, the King was refolute in his Denial, and fa 
left him. After which Sir James Fuller f on ufed many 
Ai^guments to perfuade Submiffion to the King's Will ^ 
as, the Impoffibility of contcfting with kingly Power ^^ 
the hot being reftored in Blood, which brought along 
with it fo many Inconvcniencies, that it was not poffible 
without it to pofiefs or enjoy any Lands or Eftate in 
this Kingdom ; the not being in a Condition, if his' 
Cloak were taken from his Back, or Hat from his 
Head, to fue for Reftitution. All which Things being 
confidcred, together with fplendid Promifes of great 
Preferment in Court, and particular Favours from the 
King not improbable, wrought much in the Mind of 
young Mr. Ralegh, being a Pcrfon not full twenty Years 
old, left friendlefs and tortunelefs, and prevailed fo far, 

that'he fub'micted to the King's Will 

Where- 
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Whereupon there wis an Aft pifibd for hb HeAtM-' 
don, and, together with it, a Settlement of Sbtrbmrn 
to the Earl of Briftol^ and, in fhew of fome kind of 
Recompence, four hundred Pounds a Year PenfioUi 
during his L^e, granted to Mr. RaUgb after the Deatli 
of his Mother, who had that Sum paid onto ber^ da« 
ring Life, in lieu of Jointure. 

Thus have I, with as much Brevity, Humility, and 
Candour (as the Nature of die Cafe wUl permit) related' 
the PrefTures, Force, and Injuftice conmiitted upon a 
poor opprefled, thou^ not undeloving t» F^u^^ and 
nave forborne to fpecify the Names or diofe, who were 
Inftruments of this Evil, left I fhould be thought to 
have an Inclination to fcandalize particular, and per-* 
chance noble Families. 

Upon the Confidcration of all which, I humbly fub* 
mit myfelf to the Commons of England^ now r(q>re- 
fented in Parliament ^ deiiring, accoi^g to their great 
Wifdom and Juftice, that they will right me and my. 
Poftcrity, according to their own bcft liking ; havings 
in mv own Pcrfon, (though bred at Court) never op- 
pofea any of their juft Rights and Privileges, and, tor- 
the future, being refolved to range myfelf under the 
Banner of the Commons of England ; and, fo far forth 
as Education and fatherly Inftrudtion can prevail, pro- 
mifc the fame for two Sons whom God hath fent me. 

+ Sir Walter Ratcgh difcovercd Virginia at his own Charge^ 
which cod him forty thoufand Pounds. He was the firft, of all ch€ 
Englijh, that difcovercd Guiana in th« Weft-Indies. He took the 
Iflands of Fay all from the Spaniard^ and did moft fignal and exmnent 
Service at the taking of Cadiz, He took from the Spaniard the 
grcateft and richcft Carick, that ever came into England : Another 
bhip likewife laden with nothing but Gold, Pearls^ and CochineaU 
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Of GOVERNMENT. 

lOVERNMENT is of two forts. 

1. Privacy Of a Man's felf, Sohrielyi 
of his Family, called Owowoffjy. 

2. Publick^ Of the Commonwealth, 
called Policy. A Man muft firft go- 
vern himfcif, e'rc he be fit to govern 

And his Family, e're he be lit to bear 
a Fart in the Government of the Commonwealth. 

Of POLICY. 

POLICY is an Art of Government of a Common- 
wealth, and fome part of it, according to that 
State, or Form of Government, wherein it is fettled 
for the publick Good. . 

Stattt is the Frame or fet Order of a Common- 
wealth, or of the Governors that rule the fame, efpe- 
dally of the chief and fovereign Governor that com- 
mandeth the reft. 

B The 
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The State of Sovereignty cbnfifteth in ^vc Pcnlits. 

1 . Making or annulling of Laws. 

2. Creating and difpofing of Magiftrates. 
3* Power over Life and Death. 

4. Making of War, or Peace. 

5. Higheft or laft Appeal. 

Where thefe five are, either in one or in fnore, 
there is the State. 

Thefe five Points erf* State reft either in 

1. One; Monarchy or Kingdom. 

2. Some few chief Men for Virtue and Wifdom, 
called Arijiocracy. 

3. Many, called a Free State^ or Popular State. 
Thefe three forts of Government have refpeft to the 

common Good, and therefore are juft and lawftil Stales. 
Thefe three degenerate into three other Govern- 
ments, viz, 

1 . Monarchy into Tyranny. 

2. Ariftocracy into Oligarchy. 

3. Popular Eft ate mto Commonwealth or Government 
of all the common and bafer fort, and therefore called 
a Commonwealth by an ufurped Nick-name. 

Thefe all refpeft their own, and not the publick 
Good, and therefore are called Baftard Governments. 

1. MONARCHY. 

A Monarchy^ or Kingdom, is the Government of a 
State by one Head, or Chief, tending to the com« 
mon Benefit of all. 

Monarchies^ or Kingdoms^ are of three forts, touching 
the Right or Pofleffion of them, viz. 

1 . Hereditary^ by Defcent, as the EngUJhy French ^ &id. 

2. EleSfivej by Suffrage of the other Orders ^ or fomd 
of them, as the Polonian. 

Mixty or of both Kinds, viz. by Defcent, yet not tiec 
to the next of Blood, as the ancient Jewijh State. 

Monarchies are of two Sorts, touching their Powc 
or Authority, viz. 

I. Intir 
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l\ RUrti Where the whole Power of ordering all 
State Matters both in Peace and War, doth by Law and 
Cuftom appertain to the Prince, as in the Engli/h King- 
dom, where the Prince hath Power to make Laws^ 
Leagues, and War •, to create Magiftrates ; to pardon 
Life, of Appeal, 6fr. Though to give a Contentment 
to the other D^ites^ diey have a Suffrage in making 
Laws, yet ever fubjed to the Prince's Pleafure^ or 
negative Will. 

2. Limited or re/trained^ that hath no full Power in 
all the Points or Matters of Stale ; as the Military 
King that hath not the Sovereignty in time of Peace, 
as to the making of Laws, ^c. but in War only, as 
the Polonian Kings. 

n. Aristocracy^ vr Senatory State, 

AN Arifkcracy is the Government of a Conimon- 
wealdi by fome competent Number of the better 
Sort, prcferr*d for their Wifdom and other Virtues for 
the public Good. 

Jbriftocracies are of three Sort's, viz. Where the 
Senators are Chofen, for^ 

1. Virtue^ Riches ^ and the Common Good, as the 
Venetian^ 

2. Virtue^ and the publick Good, without rcfpeft of 
Wealth ; as fometimes the Roman, when fome ot the 
Senators were fetched from the Plough, and fome from 
the Schools. 

3. Virtue and Wealth, more refpefting their private 
thii the public Good, which inclineth towards an 
Ol^arciyi, or the Government of the richer or nobler 
Sort, as in Rome towards the End. 

in. Free State, or Popular State. 

TH E Popular State is the Government of a 
State by the choicer Sort of Peojfle, tending to 
the publick Good of all Sorts, viz. with due Refpcft 
of die better, nobler, and richer Sort. ^ 

B a , In 
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In every Juft State ^ fomc part of the Government Is, 
or ought to be imparted to the People; as in a 
Kingdom, a Voice or Suffrage in making I^aws; 
and fometimes alfo, in levying of Arms (if the Charge 
be great, and the Prince forced to borrow Help of 
his Subjefts) the Matter rightly may be propounded 
■ to a Parliament, that the Tax may feem to have pro- 
ceeded from themfelves ; fo Confultations, and fomc 
Proceedings in judicial Matters, may in part be 
referred to them. The Reafon, left feeing themfelves 
to be in no Number, nor of Reckoning, they miflikc 
the State, or kind of Government : And where the 
Multitude is difcontented, there muft needs be many 
Enemies to the prefent State. For which Caufe, 
Tyrants (which allow the People no manner of Deal- 
ing in State Matters) are forced to bereave them of 
their Wealth and Weapons, and all other Means 
wherein tliey may refift, or amend themfelves, as in 
Rujbkndy Turkey^ &c. 

IV. Tyrannv. 

A Tyranny is the fwerving, or diftorting of a 
Monarchy ; or the Government of one tending not 
to the publick Good, but the private Benefit of himfelf^ 
and his Followers. As in the Bju^m and Turkijh 
Government^ where the State and Wealth of other Or- 
ders are employed only to the upholding of the Grcat- 
nefs of the King or Emperor. This is the wotft o 
all the Baftard Stately becaufe it is the perverting o 
the beft Regiment, to wit, of a Monarchy^ which, 
refembleth the fovereign Government of God himfelf. 

V. OtiGARCHY, or /i&tf Government of a few. 

AN Oligarchy is the fwerving, or the Corruptioa 
of an Ariftocracy^ or the Government of feme 
few, that are of the wealthier or nobler Sort, withouc 
any Refpeft of the publick Good. The chief End 
of thefe Governors^ is their own Grcatnefs and enrich-- 

ing. 
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^ng. And therefore their Manner is to prepare fit 
!lMeans to uphold their Eftates. This State is not al- 
<:ogether fo bad, as is the Tyranny^ and yet worfe than 
-the Qmmonwealtb^ becaufe it refpedcth only the Good 
of a few. 

VL Commonwealth. 

A Commonwealth is the fwerving or Depravation of 
a free, or popular State^ or the Government of 
the whole Multitude of the bafe and poorer Sort, with- 
out refpeft of the other Orders. 

Thefe two StateSy to wit, the Oligarchy^ and 
Commonwealth^ are very adverfe the one to the other, 
and have many Bickerings between them. For that 
the richer or nobler Sort fuppofe a Right or Supe- 
Tiority to appertain unto them in every Refpeft, 
becaufe they are fuperior, but in fome Relpefts on- 
ly, to wit, in Riches, Birth, Parentage, ^c. On 
the other Side, the Common People fuppofe, there ought 
to be an Equality in all other Things, and in fome 
State Matters ; becaufe they are equal with the Rich or 
Noble, touching their liberty. Whereas indeed neither 
the one nor the other are fimply equal or fuperior, 
as touching Government and Fitnefs thereunto, becaufe 
they are fuch, to wit, becaufe they are rich, noble, 
free, ^c. but becaufe they are w//^, virtuous^ valiant^ 
&c. and fo have fit Parts to govern a State. 

The feveral States are fometimes mixed, and inter- 
wrought one with the other, yet ever fo, as that the 
one hath the Pre-eminence or Predomination over 
the other, as in the Humors and Complexions of the 
Body. So in the Roman State^ the People had their 
Pkbifcita^ and gave the SufFr^tge in the Eleftion of 
Magiftrates : Yet the Senate (as the State ftood) for 
the moft Part fwayed the State^ and bare the chief 
Rule. So in the Venetian State, the Duke feemeth to 
reprefent a Monarchy and the Senate to be his Coun- 
cil : Yet the Duke hath no Power in State Matters^ 

B 3 but 
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but is like a Head fet on by Art, that beaitth no 
Brain. And fo that State is Senatorical or Ariftocratical 

Caufes of States and Commonwealths in general 

Caufes of /^ i . Foundings or f i . Meafure. 

States^ or I fettling a State \ 

oi Common- J where are to be J 2. Parts^ and 

'nxalths are J confidered. ( their ^alities. 

of three | 2. Preferving z, State. 

Sorts, viz. ^-3. Changing and Altering a State. 

Founding a State. 

N Founding a State are to be confidered two 
Things, I. Pt'oportion. 2. Parts. 



I 



I. Proportion is a juft Meafure or Mediocrity of 
the State^ whereby it is framed and kept in that 
Order, as that neither it exceed nor be defeftive in his 
Kind, to wit, fo that a Monarch be not too Mo- 
narchical, ftrid, or abfolute, as the Ruffe Kings ^ 
nor Ariftocraticalj that is, over-mated, or eclipfed by 
the Nobility, as the Scottijh Kingdom, but ever re- 
fpeftive to the other Degrees. That Arijtocracy be 
not too magnificent nor intire to itfelf, but communicate 
with the People fome Commodities of State or Go^ 
vemmentj as the Venetians^ and fometimes the Romans 
allowed the People to eleft certain Magiftrates out of 
themfelves, to have a Tribune, to make Plebifcita^ 
(^c. So a Free State or Commonwealth, that it be not 
over popular, viz. That it deprefs not too much the 
righer, wifer, nor learned Sort •, but admit them to 
Offices with a Caution out of the Rules and Myfteries 
of that State, that they feek no Alteration of the 
prefent State. The Realfon, becaufe the moderate $tates 
in their feveral Kinds, (as all other Things that ob- 
ferve the mean) are beft framed for their Continu- 
ance, becaufe they give lefs Caufe of Grudge, Envy, 
and affeding the Wealthy Honour^ and Ubertyy which 
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they fee in others that govern the State \ and fo are lefs 
Xubjeft to Stirs and Commotions, and cafieft kept in 
their prefent State wherein they are fet. 

2. The Parts of the State^ or thofe Magiftrates 
"that bear Place or Sway in the publick Government. 
Parts or Partakers of Publick Government^ are, 

1 . Council or Senate^ which confulteth of all Matters 
-pertaining to War and Peace, Magiftrates, £sf f . in ad- 
mitting of whom there ought to be more (pecial Care, 
^at they may be Men expert in Matter of Policy^ be- 
c^ufe it is their ^ra^e and Vocation^ as Men ufe to 
chufe for Pilots and Mafters of Ships, fuch as know 
the Art of Navigation^ and not Hufband-men, fsfr. 
And fo the contrary. 

2. Magiftrates and Officer ^y which are to be Ex- 
ecutioners gf that which is confulted, and found to be 
expedient for the Commonwealth^ wherein are to be 
gbferved (he kinds of Magiftrates, that they be fuch 
as fit thatt kind of Government ; the Time of their 
Continuance, and the Manner of their Eleftion or Ap- 
pointing, by whom, out of whom, and in what 
manner they be chofen. 

. 3. Judges y to determine in Civil and Criminal Matters^ 
where are to be obferved, out of whom they are to 
\t chofen 5 what Kinds are neceflary, an4 the Manner 
Pf Judgment and Judicial Proceedmg, 
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I. Superiors^ which are to be fuch, 
and of that kind» as agree with the Stafe^ 
as Confuls for a Year, and not perpetual 
DiHators in a Senatory State. Prators^ 
and Cenfors^ that overfee Manners and 
Orders of the People, 

For a Kingdom, lieutenants of Shires, 
Marfiah^Mdfters ofHorfe^ Admrah^ &c. 

Inferiors^ as Confervators of Peace^ 
Conftables^ &c. 

Overfeers of Youth, that take Care of 
their Education for civil and warlike 
Exercife. 

Clerks of theMarket, that provide for 
the Quantity, and Price of Vi6hial. 

jEdiles for Buildings, Streets, Bounds. 

^ueftors^ or Tiysafurers^ to keep and 
difpenfe thepublickTreafury. 

Jffuariesy or Recorders^ which keep 
the publick Records. 

I . Coalers to keep Prifons and Prifoners. 
L Surveyors of Woods and Fields, (^c. 



dens. 



As Bijhops or Pajiorsy Elders^ Wat'- 



i.Ecck''^ 
Hafiical. 



2. Time of Mdgiftratesy whereof fome 
are perpetual, fome for a Time, viz. 
for more Years, a Year, half a Year, 
according to theNeceflity of the Common- 
wealthy and not perpetual ; or at leaft not 
Hereditary in a Kingdom. Yearly in an 
Ariftocracyy or half Yearly in a Free 
State. 

3. Manner of Choice, by whom and 
how to be chofen, where eipecially 
they are to be chofen by Sufir^e, and 
not by Lot* 

Caufes 
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Caujes of preserving a State^ or CommotifweaUb. 

In prefer- r i . Myjie- 1 1 . Generaly to all States. 

ving of I ries^ or < 2. Particular y for every feveral 

States two ) Sophifms. L State. 

Things I 2. Rules ^S i. General, for all States. 

required ^or J^ionsX 2. P articular ^ for every State. 

Mystjeries, ^r Sophisms. 

MTJterieSy or Sophifms of 5/^3:/^, are certain fecret 
Pradticcs, cither for the avoiding of Danger^ 
or averting fuch EfFedts as tend not to the Prclerva- 
tion of the prefent State^ as it is fet or founded. 
State Myfteries are of two Sorts. 
I . General : That pertain to all States ; as firft to 
provide by all Means, that the fame Degree or Part 
of the Commonwealtby do not exceed both in ^antity 
and ^ality. In ^antity, as that the Number of the 
Nobility, or of great Perfons, be not more than the 
State or Commonwealth can bear. In ^aUty, as that 
none grow in Wealth, Liberty, Honours, &?r. more 
than it is meet for that Degree 5 for as in Weights, 
the heavier Weights bear down the Scale : So in Com- 
monwealths, that Part or Degree that excelleth the 
reft in ^ality, and Quantity, overfwayeth the reft after 
it, whereof follow Alterations, and Converfions of 
State. Secondly, to provide by all Means, that the 
middle Sort ot People exceed both the Extreams, 
(viz.) of Nobility and Gentry, and the bafe Rafcal, 
and beggarly Sort. For this maketh the State con- 
ftant and firm, when both the Extreams are tied to- 
gether by a middle Sort, as it were with a Band ; as 
for any Conlpiracy of the rich and beggarly Sort to- 
gether, it is not to be feared. To thefe two Points, 
the particular Rules' in Sophifms of every Common-- 
wealthy are to be applied. 

2. Particular : That ferve for Prefervation of every 
Commonwealth, in that Form of State^ wherein it is 

fettled. 
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fettled. As in a Kingdom ; that the Nobility may 
be accuftomed to bear the Government of the Prince, 
cfpecially fuch as have their Dwelling in remote Places 
from the Princes Eye, it is expedient to call them 
up at certain Times to the Prince's Courts under Pre- 
tence of doing them Honour, or being defirous to fee, 
and enjoy their Prefence, and to have their Children, 
cfpecially their Eldeft, to be attendant upon the Prince, 
as of fpecial Favour towards them and theirs, that fo 
they may be trained up in Duty and Obedience to- 
wards the Prince, and be as Hojtages for the good 
Behaviour, and faithful Dealing of their Parents, efpe-r 
daily if they be of any fufpeded Note. To that 
End ferves the Perjian Praftice, in having a Band, 
or Train of the Satrapa^s Children, and other Nobles 
to attend the Court ; which was well imitated by our 
Train of t Henchmen, if they were of the nobler Sort, 
Again, fometimes to borrow fmall Sums of his Sub- 
jects, and to pay them again, that he may after bor- 
row greater Sums and never pay : So in an Oligarchy^ 
left it decline to. a Popular State, they deceive the 
People with this and the like Sofhifms, (viz,) they 
compel their own Sort, to wit, the rich Men, by 
great Penalties, to frequent their Aflemblies for choof- 
ing of Magiftrates, for Provifion of Armour, War- 
like Exercifes, making and Execution of Laws, fs?r. 
By that Means feeming to bear a hard Hand over the 
richer, but ^o fuffer the poorer and meaner Sort to 
be abfent, ajid to negleft thefe Aflemblies, under 
Pretence, th^t tjiey will not draw them from their 
Bufinefs, and private Earnings : Yet withal to cite 
thither fofne few of them, (viz.) fo many as are 
pafily over-matchf^d by the richer Sort, to make a 
Shew that they would have the People, or poorer 
Sort, Partakers likewife of thofe Matters, yet terrify- 
ing thofe that come to their Aflemblies, wjth the 
Tedioufnefs of Confylts^tions, Greatnefs of Fines, if 

they 
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they ffiould mif-do, to the End, to make them un- 
willing to come again, or to have to do with thofe 
Confultations ; by which Means the richer Sort do ftill 
govern the State^ with the People's Liking, and gQo4 
Contentment. 

Axioms or Rules of preferving the 5/j/^, are 

1. General^ that ferve for ^1 Commonwealths. 

II. Particular^ that ferve for every feverd State^ 

General Rules. 

TH E firft and principal Rule of Policy to be ob^ 
ferved in all States^ is to profefs and praftife, and 
;naintain the true Worfliip and Religion of Almighty 
God prefcribed unto us in his Word, which is the 
chief End of all Government. The Axiom^ that God 
be obeyed fimply without Exception, though he 
command that which feemeth unreafonable and abfurd 
to Human Policy ; as in the Jews Commonwealtb : 
That all the Men Ihould repair Yearly to one Place 
to worfhip God four Times, leaving none to defend 
their Coift, though being befet with many Enemies : 
Nor to fow the feventh Year, but to fufFer the Ground 
to reft untilled without refped or fear of Famine, £5?^. 

2. To avoid the Caufes of Converfion^ whereby 
States are overthrown, that are fet down in the Title 
of Convex fions : For that Commonwealths (as natural 
Bodies) are preferved by avoiding that which hurteth 
the Health and State thereof, and are alfo cured by 
contrary Medicines. 

3. To take heed that no Magijtrate be created or 
continued contrary to the Laws and Policy of that 
State. As that in a Senate^ there be not created a per- 
petual DiSator^ as Cafar in Rome. In a Kingdom, that 
there be no Senate^ or Convention of equal Power with 
the Prince in State Matters, as in Poland. 

4. To create fuch Magijtrates as love the State as 
\t is fettled ; and take heed qf th? contrary Praftices, 

as 
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as to advance popular Perfons in a Kingdom or Arifith 
cracy. And fecondly, to advance fuch as have Skill 
to difcern what doth preferve, and what hurteth or 
altcreth the prefent State. 

5. To that End to have certain Officers to pry 
abroad, and to obferve fuch as do not live and 
behave themfelves in fit Sort agreeable to the prefent 
State^ but defire rather to be under fome other Form, 
or Kind of Government, 

6. To take heed that Magiftracies be not fold for 
Money, nor Magiftrates take Bribes in their Offices, 
which is efpecially to be obferved in that Commonweakby 
which is governed by a few of the richer Sort; for if 
the Magiftrate gain nothing but his Common Fees^ the 
common Sort, and fuch as want Honour, take in 
good Part that they be not preferred 5 and are glad 
rather that themfeves are fufFered to intend private 
Bufinefs. But if the Magiftrate buy and fell Matters, 
the common People are doubly grieved, both becaufe 
they are debarred of thofe Preferments, and of that 
they fee to grow by them ; which is the Caufe that 
the German Oligarchies continue fo firm, for they both 
fufFer the poorer Sort to grow into Wealth, and the 
richer Sort are by that Means freed, and fecured from 
being under the Poon 

7. To take heed that the State^ as it is fettled and 
maintained, be not over-ftricb, nor exceed in his 
Kind ; (viz.) that a Kingdom be not too Monarchi- 
cal, nor a popular State too popular : For which Caufe 
it is good, that the Magiilrates fometimes yield of 
their Right touching Honour, and behave themfelves 
familiarly with thofe that are equal unto them in other 
Parts, though inferior for Place and Office; and 
fometimes popularly with the common People, which 
is the Caufe that fome Commonwealths^ though they be 
very fimply, and unikilfuUy ki^ yet continue firm, 
becaufe the Magiftrates behave themfelves wifely, and 
with due Refpeft towards the reft that are without 

Honour j 
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Honour j and therefore fome kind of moderate Popu- 
larity is to be ufed in every Commonwealth. 

8. To take heed of fniall Beginnings, and to meet 
i^icb them even at the firft, as well touching the 
breaking and altering of Laws, as of other Rules 
which concern the Continuance of every feveral State. 
For the Difeafe and Alteration of a Commonwealth^ 
doth not happen all at once, but grows by Pegrees, 
which every common Wit cannot difcern, but Mea 
expert in POLICY. 

9. To provide that that Part be ever the greater in 
Number and Power, which favours the State as now 
it Hands. This is to be obferved as a very Oracle in 
all Commonwealths. 

I p. To obferve a mean in all the Degrees, and 
to fufFer no Part to exceed, or decay over-much. 
As firft, for Preferments, to provide that they be 
rather fmall and fhort, than great and long 5 and 
if any be grown to over-much Greatnefs, to with- 
draw or diminilh fome Part of his Honour. Where 
thefe Sopbifins are to be praftifed, obferve, to do it by 
Parts and Degrees ; to do it by Occafion or Colour 
of Law, and not all at once. And if that Way 
fcrve not, to advance fome others of whofe Virtue 
and Faithfulnefs, we are fully afliired, to as high a De* 
gree, or to a greater Honour, and to be the Friends 
and Followers of him that excelleth, above that which 
is meet. As touching Wealth, to provide, that thofe 
of the middle Sort (as before" was faid) be more in 
Number ; and if any grow high, and overcharged 
with Wealth, to ufe the Sopbifins of a popular State^ 
viz. to fend him on Embaflages, and foreign Nego- 
ciations, or employ him in fome Office that hath great 
Charges, and little Honour, fcfr. To which End, the 
Edilqhip ferved in fome Commonwealths. . 

1 1 . To fupprefs the Factions, and Quarrels of the 
Nobles, and to keep others that are yet free, from 
joining with them in their Partakings and Faftions. 

12. To 
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12. To incrcafe or remit the common Ttocs and 
Contributions, according to the Wealth, or Want 
of the People and Commomvealtb. If the People be 
increafed in Wealth, the Taxes and Subfidics may 
be increafed. If they be poor, and their Wealth 
diminilb, efpecially by Dearth, Want of TrafEck, 
6ff. to forbear Taxes and ImpofitionSj or to take 
littlci Otherwife Grudge and Difcontentments muft 
needs follow. The Sophifms that ferve for Impofi- 
tions, are thefe, and other of like Sort : to pretend 
Bufinefs of great Charge, as War, building of Ships^ 
making of Havens, Caftles, Fortifications, fc?f. for 
the common Defence ; fometimcs by Lotteries, and 
like Devices, wherein fome Part may be beftowed^ 
riic reft referved for other Expences ; but Princely 
Dealings need no Pretences. 

134 To provide th^t the Difcipline znd Training X)f 
Youth of the better Sort be fuch as agreeth with 
that Commonwealth : As that in a Kingdom, the Sons 
of Noblemen be attendant on the Court, that they 
may be accuftomed to Obedience towardb the Prince* 
In the Senatory Stale, that the Sons of the Senators be 
not idly, nor over-daintily brought up, but well in- 
ftrufted and trained up in Learning, Tongues, and 
Martial Exercife\ that they may be able to bear riiat 
Place in the Commonwealth, which their Father held j 
and contrariwife in a popular State. 

14. To take heed, left their Sophifms or fecret 
PradHces for the Continuance and Maintenance of 
the State be not difcovered ; left by that Means they 
refufc and difappoint themfelvcs, but be wifely ufed^ 
and with great Secrecy. 

Particular Rules. 

Rules and Axioms for preferving of a Kingdom, Here^ 

ditary or Conquered, 

Kingdoms Hereditary, are preferved at Home by 
the Prince's ordering, 

I. Himfelf^ 
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i. Himfetfy viz. By the Tempering and Modera- 
tion of the Princely Power and Prerogative. For the 
lefs and more temperate their Power and State is, the 
more firm and liable is their Kingdom and Govern- 
ment-, becaufe they feem to be farther off from st 
Mafter-like, and Tyrannical Empire ; and lefs unequal 
in Condition to the next Degree, to wit, the Nobility ^ 
and fo lefs fubjeft to Grudge and Envy. 

2i His Nobility J (ffc. By keeping that Degree and 
due Proportidn, that neither they exceed in Nurabef 
Inore than the Realm or State can bear, as the Scottifo 
Kingdom, and fometimes the Englijh^ when the Realm 
was overcharged with the Number of Dukes^ Earls^ 
and other Nobles ; whereby the Authority of tht Prince 
was eclipfed, and the Realm troubled with their Fac- 
tions and jimbitions. Nor that any one fo excell irl 
Honour, Power, or Wealth, as that he refembles ano- 
ther King within the Kingdom, as the Houfe of 
JLancafter within this Realm. To that End, not to 
load any with too much Honour or Preferment, be- 
caufe it is hard even for the bed and worthicfl: Men, 
to bear their Greatnefs and high Fortune temperately, 
as appeareth by infinite Examples in all States. Th6 
Sopbifms for preventing, or reforming this Incon-^ 
Venience, are to be ufed with great Caution and Wif- 
dom. If any great Perfon be to be abated, not to 
deal with him by Calumniation or forged Matter^ and 
fo to cut him off without Defert, eipecially if he be 
gracious among the People ; which befides the In- 
juftice, is an Occafion many times of great Danger 
towards the Prince. Nof to withdraw their Honout 
all at once, which maketh a defperate Difcontent- 
ment in the Party, and a Commiferation in the People, 
and fo begetteth greater Love towards him, if he be 
already gracious for his Virtue, and publick Service. 
Nor to banilh him into foreign Countries, where he 
may have Opportunity of praftifing with Foreign 
States^ whereof great Danger may enfuc, as in the 

Example 



i6 Maxims ^ State. 

Example of Coriolanus^ Henry IV. and fuch like* But 
to ule thefe, and the like SophifmSy viz. T6 abate their 
Greatnefs by Degrees, as Davidj Joah^ Jufiiman^ Bel- 
Jifariusy &c. To advance feme other Men to as great, 
or greater Honour, to fhadow, or over-mate the Great- 
nefs of the other. To draw from him by Degrees 
his Friends and Followers, by Preferments^ Rewards^ 
and other good and lawful Meana ^ efpecially, to be 
provided that thefe great Men be not employed in 
great and powerful Affairs of the Commonwealtb^ 
whereby they may have more Qpportunity to fway 
the State. 

3. His People^ viz. So to order and behave himfelf, 
that he be loved and reverenced of the People. For 
the Prince need not greatly fear home Confpiracies, 
or foreign Invafion, if he be firmly loved of his own 
People, The Reafon, for that the Rebel can neither 
hope for any Forces for fo great Enterprife, nor any 
Refuge, being difcovered and put to flight, if the 
Multitude affeft their Prince : But the common Peo- 

Sle being once offended, he hath Caufe to fear every 
/loving, both at home and abroad. This may be 
cfFefted by the Prince, if he ufe Means and Art of 
getting the Favour of the People, and avoid thofe 
Things that breed Hatred and Contempt, viz. if he 
feem as a Tutors or a Father^ to love the People, and 
to proteft them ; if he maintain the Peace of his 
Kingdom, for that nothing is more popular, nor 
more pleafing to the People, than is Peace. 

4. If he fhew himlelf oftentimes gracioufly, yet 
with State and Majeftyy to his People ; and receive 
Complaints of his Suppliants, and fuch like. 

5. If he fit himfelf in open Courts^ and Place of 
Jufiicey that he may feem to have a Care of Jufticc 
among his People. If he beflrow many Benefits and 
Graces upon that City, which he maketh the Seat of 
bis Empire^ and fo make it fure and faithful unto 
him ; which is fit to be in the Middle of his King* 

dom^ 
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^tiis as the Heart in the middle of the Bddyi or 
the Sun in the middle of Heaven \ both to di- 
vide himielf more eafily into all the Parts of his Tky- 
minionS) and left the furtheft Parts dt one end 
move^ whilft the Prince is in the othen If he go 
in Progrefs many Times to fee his Provinces, elpe* 
cially thofe that arc remote. 

6. tf he gratify his Ccurtiers and AtttndaHts in that 
Sort, and by fuch Means^ as that he may feem not 
to pleafure them with the Hurt and Injury of his 
People^ as with Monopolies j and fuch like. 

7. If he commit the handling of fuch things as 

Erocure Envy> or feem grievous, to his Minifters % 
ut referve thofe things which are grateful^ and well 
pleafing, to himfelf ^ as tht French Kings^ who for 
that Purpofe, as may feem, have ercdted their Couri 
iat Paris^ which acquitteth the Prince from Grudge 
and Envy^ both with the Nobks and the People. 

8. If he borrows fometimes Sums of Money of his 
People, though he have no Need, and pay the fame 

juftly without Defalcation of any Part of his Exche- 
quer^, or other Officer. 

9. If he avoid all fuch things as may breed Haired 
or Contempt of his Perfon j which may be done, if 
heihew hinifelfnottoo^^/, incotf/iantj bard^ cruel^ 
0minati^ fearful^ and dafiardly^ &c. But contrariwife 
religious^ grave^ juji^ valiant^ &c. Whereby ap- 
peared! the falfe DoArine of the Macbiavelian Policy \ 
for what better Means to keep the People in Obe- 
dience, than Love, and Reverence of the People to« 
twuds the Prince ? 

10* If the Prince be well flimifhed wth warlike 
Provifion, which is to be rumoured^ and made 
known Abroad ; if it be known, that he is reve- 
renced^ and obeyed by his People at home. 

II. If he provide fb much as lieth in him^ that 
his ndghbour Kingdoms grow not pver-much in 
Power and Dominion \ which if it happen, he is to 

C Joill 
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join fpccdily with other Princes, which arc in like 
Danger,, to abate that Greatnefs, and to ftrengthen 
himfelf and the reft againft it. An Ovcrfight of the 
Chriftian Princes towards the King of Spain. 

12. If he gpt him Intelligencers by Reward or 
other Means, to deteft or hinder the Defigns of that 
Prince, with whom he hath Differences, if any thing 
be intended againft his Sfale. Of at lesA have feme 
of his own lodging Abroad about that Prince's Courts 
tinder colour of Embajfagij or fome other Pretence •, 
which muft be Men of Skill and Dexterity to ferve for 
that Turn. 

1 3. To obferve the Laws of his Country, and not 
to encounter them with his Prerogative^ nor to ufc 
it at all where there is a Law^ for that it makd:h a. 
fecret and juft Grudge in die Peoples Hearts, ef- 
pecially if it tend to take from them their Commodities^ 
and to beftdw them upon other of his COURTIERS 
and Minifters. 

14.. To provide efpecially, that that Part, which 
favouretb the State^ as it ftandeth, be more potent 
than the other ^\C\Q!ti favowretb it not^ 6r defireth a 
Change. 

15. To make fpecial Choice of go(xl and found 
Men to bear the Place erf Magifirates^ eipecially fuch 
as aflift the Prince in his C&itnjilsj and Policies^ and 
not lean overmuch to his own Advice ; contrary to 
the Rule of Macbiarvelj who t^cheth, ^hat a Prince 
can have no good Counfel^ except it be in himfelf \ his 
Reafon, becdufe if he ufe the Counfel of fome one^ be is 
in Danger to be over-wrought^, and fupplanted by him ; 
and if he counfel with more, ^ben be fhall be Dif 
t raited ivith the Differences in Opinions. As if a Prince 
of great, or mean Wifdom, could not take the 
Jiidgmpit of all his Counfellors in any P6int of Pclicy\ 
or of fo many as he himfclf thinketb gOod, and to 
take it either by Word, or in Writing j and himfetf 
tlien in private penife ihcm all* and to after good arrd 

matun 
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hiaturi Deliberation j make Choice of the bcfl ; with- 
out ariyDiftraftibri, or binding hiiiifelf to the Dire£fion 
of any One. For the Proverb is thjc, that two Heads 
are better than oney and therefore thtj^dvicesi arid Con-^ 
fultations df a Senatory of State^ is compared by fonie 
to a Feaji^ or Dinner^ where man^ contribute towards 
the Shot; by which rnearis they have more variety of 
Dijhes, and fo better Fare : And yet every Man mUy 
make choice of that Dift) that ferveth him befi for his 
Health arid Apfetife\ 

. 1 6. The Prince himfcif is td fit fomfetimes in 
Piace of publick Jufticej and to give ah Experiment 
of his Wudoih and Equity^ whereby great Reverence 
iuid Eftimatioh is gotten ; as in the example of Solo^ 
fnon; which may feem the Rfeafon; why bur Kings 
bf England had thfeir Kings-Bench in place of publick 
Jufticfe; after the manner of the aritient Kings that, 
fate in the Gate j where; fc* better performing of 
this princdy Duty, fbme fpecial Caufes may be fe- 
le6ted; which may thoroughly be debated arid con- 
fidered upon by the Prince in private^ with the Help 
and Advice of his learned Council, and fo be decided 
piiblickly, as before is faid, by the Prince himfelf i 
at leaft, the Prince is to take account bf every Mi- 
hifttr bf publick Juftice,^ that it may be kriowh that 
he hath a Care of Jiifticei arid doihg right to his 
Pebple, which makes the Juftices alio to be more 
carcd^iil iri performing bf their Dutifes; 

ly: Tb be mbderate irt his Taxes; and Impofiti* 
bhs J &hd when deed doth require to ufe the Subjects 
Purfei to do k by Parliament,' and With their Con • 
ieiits, making the Catife apparent to them^ and fhe\^- 
ing his Unwillingnefs iri charging them. Finally fo 
to ufe it, that it may feem rather oa Offer from his 
Subjedls, than art Exa^ftiori by ham. 

1 8. To flop fmall Beginnings ; tint^j this Erid,^ 
to compoXind the Difftntions that rife amongft tKc 
Ncblcs^ wkh Caution^ th«: ftich as arc free be ndt 

^ C 2 drawn 
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drawii intb Parties, whereby many Tixne^ tltie Prince 
is endangered, and the whole C&mm0tweaUh fet in a 
Combujlion ^ as in the Example of the Barvns JVar^ 
and die late Wars of France^ which grew from a 
Quarrel betwixt the Guifion Fa£iion^ and the odier 
NobiUfy. 

J9* To ftip up the People, if they grow fecure, 
and fiegUgent of Armour^ and other Provijion far the 
Commenwealthj by fome Rumour or Fear of Danger 
at Hoiiie, to make them more ready when Occafion 
Fequirtth* But this ieldom to be uira, left it be flip* 
poled a falfe Alarm, when there is need indeed. 

20. To have Ipecial Gu-e, that his ChUflren, ef- 
pecially the Heir apparent, have fuch bringing up as 
is meet for a King^ viz. in Learning, efpecially of 
Matters pertaining to State, and in Martial Exerciie ^ 
contrary to the' Practice of many Princes, who ilif-^ 
fer their Children to be brought up in Plealure, and 
to Ipend their Time in hunting, (^c. which by rea« 
ion of their Defeds, afterwards is a Caiife of Mif- 
government and Alteration of State. 

n. Kingdoms new gotten^ ifr pur chafed by Force^ are 

preferved by thefe Means. 

FIRST, if they have been Subjefts before to his 
Anceftors, or have the fame Tongue, Man- 
ners or Faihions, as have his own Country, it is an 
i^afy Matter to retain fuch Countrjles, widiin thejr 
Obedience, in ^ cafe the Prince's Blood of the faid 
Country be wholly extinft. For Men of the laaic 
^iqlity^ Tongue^ and Condition^ do ^iXy fhoU^ and 
combine themfelves together^ fo much the rather, if 
the People of that Country have ferv^ before, and 
were not accuftomied to their mjon Uberty \ wherein 
efpecially is to be obferved, that the Laws and 
Cuftoms of that purchafed Country be not altered 
nor innovated, or at leaft it be done by little and 
littl^ So thc^ Bu^undians and Acjuitans were an- 
nexed 
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5cxed to France^, The Rcafon, becaufc partly tb^ 
have been accuftomed to ferve^ andpartfy^ for that they 
mil not eafily agree about any other to be their Prince^ 
fthe Blood Royal be once extinguijbed. As for the 
nvafion of a Foreign Country, whereunto the 
prince hath no Right, or -whereof the right Heir is 
Sving, it is not the Part of a juft Civil Prince, 
fhuch lefs a Chriftian Prince, to enforce fuch a 
Country ; and therefore, the Machiavilian Pradices 
in this Cafe, to make fure Work by cxtinguiihing 
kc Blood Royal^ is lewd and impertinent: The like 
is* to be faid of murthering the Natives, or the 
jreateftPart of them, to the end he may hold the 
:eft in fure Pofleffion. A thing not only ag^nft 
"^tftian Religionj but it is inhumane, unjuft, cruel, 
ind barbarous. 

2. The fafeft way is, (fuppofing a Right) that 
feme good Part of the Natives be tranfplanted in- 
:o Tome other Place, and our Colonies, confiding 
3f fo many as fhall be thought meet, be planted 
iiere .in fome Part of the Province ; Cajiksj Forts ^ 
md Havens^ fcizcd upon, and more provided ii^ 
It Places,* as the manner was of the Babylonian 
Monarchy which tranfplanted Ten Tribes of the Jews : 
And of the Romans in France^ Germany^ Britany^ 
md other Places. The Reafon : 
X. For that otherwife Forces of Horfe and Foot, 
are to be maintained within the Province^ 
which cannot be done without great Charge. 
2. For that the whole Province is troubled and 
grieved with removing and fupplying the Ar- 
my with Viftuals, Carriages, £5?^. 
z. For that Colonies are more fure and faithful, 

than the reft. 
As for the Natives that arc removed from their 
former Seats, they have no m'*ans toJiurt, and 
the reft of the Natives being free from the in- 
convenience, and fearing that thcmfclves may 
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be fo fcrvcd if they attempt any Thiiig raihly^ 
are content to be quiet. 
The l^urks practice in jifta^ where the chief 
Grounds and Dwellings are poflefled by ;he 
Soldiers, whom they call ^imariat^e. 
3 . That the Prince have his Seat anc^ his RefidencCj 
in his new iPurchafe, especially. For ^ Time, till 
Things be well fettled j dpedaUy if the Province, 
be great and large, 4s the Turks in Greece : Tlu^ 
|veaions : 

I. Becaufe the pr(:f^ncc qt the Prince availeth 
much to keep Thmgs in order, and get thc^ 
good-will of nis new Suhjefts. 
^. They conceive that they have refuge by the 
Prince's prefence, if they be opprcflcd by the 
Lieutenants, and inferior Governors: Where 
it will be convenient for the winning the Peo- 
ple's Hearts, that ibme Example be made d[ 
puniflring of fuch as have committed any Vkh 
Icnce or Oppreflion* 

3. Becaufe being prefent, he feeth and hearetl^ 
what is thought and attempted ; and fb may 
quickly give Remedy to it,- which being abient, 
he cannot do, or not do in time. 

4. If the Prince himfelf cannot be prefent to rc- 
fide, then, to take heed th^t the Charge of Govern- 
ing, or new Purchafe, be committed to fuch as be 
fure Men, and of other meet Quality, that depend 
wholly upon the Prince's favbur, and not to Natives^ 
or other of their own Subjefts, that are gracious for 
their Nobility^ or P^irtue ; efpecially, if thq Province, 
be great, and fbmewhat far diftant, which may foon 
fcduce the unfettled AfFedions of thpfe new Spb- 
jeds : As for fuch CovernorSy as depend wholly 
upon the Prince's Favour, being not born, but 
createn Nohlij they will not fo eafily fuflfer them- 
ifelves to be won from their Duty ; and in cafe they 
^ojuld revolt, yet they are notable to make any 

great 
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grtat Strength, for that the People obey them but 
as Inftruments and Minifters, to keep them in Sub- 
jeftion, and not for any 111- will, 

5. To have the Children of the chief Noblemen, 
and of greateft Authority, Hoftagcs with thefe in 
Safe-keeping, the more the better: For that no 
]Sond is Stronger, than that of Nature, to contain the 
parents and Allies in Obedience, and they the reft, 

6. To alter the Laws but by Degrees one after 
another, and to make others that are more behoove- 
ful for the eftablifhlng of the prcfent Government. 

7. To keep the People quiet and peaceable, and 
well affeftea fo much as may be^ that they may 
feem by being conquered, to have gotten a Proteftor, 
rather thah a Tyrant ; for the Common People y if they 
enjoy Peace, and be not diftraftcd nor drawn 
from their Bufinefe, nor exafted upon beyond Mea- 
^ure^ are eafily contained under Obedience ; yetnot- 
withftanding, they are to be difufed from the Praftice 
of Arms^ and gtherExercifes which increafe Courage, 
and be wcakei^ed gf Armour, that they have neither 
Spirit, nor Will to rebel. 

' 8. If there be any Paftion i^ the Country, to take 
to him the Defence of the better and ftroneer Part,' 
^d to combine with it, as Cafar in Frarwe.^ 

9. To Ippk well to th? Borders^ and CQ^fining 
Provinces^ and if any rule tliere of great, and 
equal Power t9 himfelf, to join League .with /bme 
other Border ersy though of lefs Strength, to hinder 
the Attempts (if any fhould be) by fuch neighbour 
Prince. For it happeneth often, that a Country in- 
fpfted by one neighbour Prince, calleth in another, 
of as great, or greater Power, to affift and refcue it 
from the other that invadeth it : Sq the Romans were 
called into Greece^ by the Miolians \ the Saxons^ by 
the Britains y the DaneSy by the Saxons. 

C 4 10. T^, 
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10. To leave their Titles and Dignitiei to the Nsu 
tives, but the Command and Authority^ whoUy to 
his own. 

X I. Not to put much Truft, nor to pra£tice too 

often the Sopbifms of Policy, elpecially thofe that ap^ 

pertain to a Tyi;annical State^ which are ibon de- 

tt&tA by Men of Judgment^ and fo bring Difcredit 

to the Prince, ^d his Policy among the wifer,. and 

better fort of his Subjeds, whereof muft needs fol-i 

low very ill Effedfcs, 

The Scpbijh^ of Tyrants, are rather Cobe koown^i 

than pradifed) (which are for the fupporting 

of their Tyrannical States) by wife and good 

Princes, and are thefe, and fych like AS iol^ 

low, 

Ruizes of Politick Tyranti. 

RULES pra6lifedby3>r<j»//areQf twoSortSj, 
viz, 

1. Barbarcm and Profejfed^ which is proper to 
thofe that liave got Head, and have Power fufficient 
of themfelves, without others Hclfji as in the Xurkijh 
and Ruffe Government. 

2. Sophijiical^ and Dinemhted \ as in fbme States 
that ^e reputed for good and lawful MonarcbieSy but 
inclining to Tyrannies ; proper to thpfe which are 
not yet fettled, nor have Power fufficient of them* 
feheS, but muft yfe the Power and Help pf others,^ 
andf o are forced to be Politick Sopbifteri,, 

I. Sopbifms of a Barbarous and ProfeffedT^amiy, 

TO expel and banifh out of his Country all 
honeft Means, whereby his People may attain 
to Learning, Wifdom, Valour,- aqd other Virtues, 
that they might be fit for that Eftate, and fervilc 
Condition. For that thefe two. Learning and mar-s' 
tial Exercife, efFedt two Things moft dangerous to 
% Tyranay ; viz, Wifdom and Valour, For that 

Mco 
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Menpof Spirit and Underftaoding, can hardly endure 
a fervile State. TothisEnd, to forbid leajning of 
liberal Arts, and martial Exerdfe % as in die Rufpt 
Government. So JkUan the Apofiate dealt with the 
Cbriftians. Contrariwiie, to ufe his People to^bafc 
Occupations, and mechanical Arcs» to keep them 
from IdlenefS| and to put jway &om them all high 
Thoughts, and manly Conceits ^ and to give, them 
a Liberty of drinking till drunks and of other, bafe 
and lewd Conditions, that they may be fotted, and 
{o made unfit for other Enteiprifes. So the Egyptian 
Kings dealt with the Hebrews ^ fo the Riiffe Empe-* 
ix>r with his Ruffe People % and Charles the Fifth 
with the N^tberhnds^ when he purpofed to ehclofe 
their privileges, and tq bring them under his abfo^ 
lute Government. 

2. To mgke fare to him, ^and his State, his Mir 
Utary Men by Reward, Liberty, and other Means, 

K^fpecially, his Guard, or Pr^torian Band ; that be^ 
ing PartaJcers of the Spoil and Benefit, they may 
like that St<ite and continue firm to it ; as the Turk^ 
his Jamfaries \ the Rujfey his BcyarenSy Sec. 

3. To unarm his People of Weapons, Money, 
and all Means, whereby they may refift his Power 1 
and to that End, to have his fet and ordinary Ex« 
aftions, (^c. once in two, three, or four Years, and 
fometimes yearly, as the 7urk and Rujfe ; who ia 
wont to fay. That bis Peopk muji be ufed, as his Flack 
of Sheep J viz, Their Fleece taken from them^ left it 
overlade them^ and grow too heanrf ; that they are like 
to his Beardy that the more it was Jbaven^ the thicker 
it would grow. And if there be any of extraordi-^ 
nary Wealth, to borrow of them in the mean while^ 
till the Tax come about, or upon fome devifej 
Matter, to confifcate their Goods, as the common 
JPradice is of the Ruffe and TWri. 

4. To be ftill in Wars, to the End his People 
Biajr need a Captain j and that his Forces may be 

kept 
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kept in Praftide, as the Rujfe doth yearly agamll 
the Tartar^ Polonian^ and Sweden^ &c. 

5. ToctitoflFfoch as excel the reft in Wealth, 
Favour or NphiKty ; or be of a pregnant, or afpir- 
ing Wk, and fo are fearful to a Tyrant ; and to 
flitter none to hold Office, or any Honour, but only 
of him ; as die Turk his Bajhaesj and the Rufje h\% 
Ruzzes. 

* 6v To forbid Guilds, Brotherhoods, Fcaftings, 
and ether Afiemblies among the People, that they 
haVe no Means or Opportunity to eonfpire, or con- 
fer together of public Matters, or to maintain 
Love amongft thenifelvcs, which is vciy ^dangerous 
to a Tyrant ; the Rttff^s Pra6tice. 

7. To have their Beagles, or Liftners ip. every 
Corner, an4 all Parts of the Realm, efpecial|y in 
Places that are moft fufpedted •, to learn what pvery 
Man faith, or thinketh; that they may prevent 
all Attempts, and take away fuch as niiflike the|r 
SfaSe. * V 

8. To make Schifin and Diviiion among his 
Subjeds, viz. To fet one Nobleman againft ano- 
ther, and one rich Ms^h againft another, that through 
Fadtion and Difagreement among themfelves, they 
may be weakened, and attempt nothing ag^nft 
him ; and by this Means entertaining WhilpeHngs, 
and Complaints, he may know the Secrets of both 
Parties, tod have Matter againft them both, when' 
Need requireth. So the Ruffe made the Fa(3ioj> o( 
the Zemfk^y and the Oppreffibny. 

9. To have Strangers for his Guard, and to 
entertain Parajites^ and other bafe and fervilc Fel- 
IpwSj,. not too wile, and yet fubtle ; tjiat wiU be 
ready for Reward to do and execute what he 
commandeth, thoygK never fb wicked and unjuft. 
For that go6d Men cannot flatter, and w^fe Men 
cannot ferve a Tyrant. 

AJl' 
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AU thefc Pradtices, and fuch like, xnay be coa^ 
traced into one or two, viz, To" bereave hi* 
Subje(?b of Will and Power to do hiqi Hur^ 
or to alter the prefent State* The Ufe ui 
Caution^ npt Imitatiop. 

Ttr^opinffns of %e Scpbifticd^ or fubtk tyrant ^ to 

hold up bis State. 

J. njPO m^Ice Shew qf a good King, by obferv- 

X ipg a Temper and Med|ocri^ in his iGo- 

Tenwnent^ and whole Couffe of Life ^ to which 

ilncJi It is neceflary, that this fubfle Tyrant, be a 

cunning Pqlitician^ or a MacbiaruiUan at the leaft ^ 

and V that He be taken fo to be, for that it maketh 

Hni more to be feared and regarded, and he is 

tnought thereby not unworthy to goyem others. 

a. To make Shew not of Severity, but of Gra- 
yity 5 by feeoiing reverend^ ai}d not terrible in his 
Speech and (jefture, and Habit^ ^nd other De- 
meanon 

3. '^o pretend Care- of the Commonwealth ; and 
to tliat End, to feem loth to exa£t Tributes, and 
pther Chargps ; and yet to make Neceflity of it, 
where none is : To t]^:]^d to procure fuch War 
as can bong no Danger towards his State, and tkat 
might f alily be compounded, or fome pther charge- 
able Buiinefs ; and to continue it on, that he may 
continue his Exadion and Contribution fo long as 
he lift. And dieref&re to employ fome in his 
publick Service, the reft to hoard up in his Trea- 
fury, which 'is fometimes pra&ifed even by lawful 
Princes, as Edward the IVth in his Wars againft 
fram0^ when having levied d great Sum of Money 
throughout his Realm, efpeclally of the Londoners^ 
he went over Seas^ and returned without doing 
^y thing. "^ 

4. Sometime&rto give an Account by open Speech, 
and publick Writing, of the Expence of fuch Taxes 

and 
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isA Impofitbns, as he hath recdh^ bf his Siibjcfts, 
diat he may fcem to be a goodHulband and frugal, 
and not a Robber of the Commonwealth. 

5. To that End, to bcftow fome Coft upon pub- 
Uck Buildings, or fbme other Work for tne com- 
mon Good, efpecially upon the Forts, Forts, and 
chief Cities of his Realmi that fo he may feem a " 
Benefador, and have a Delight in the adorning of 
his Country, or doing fome Good for it. 

6. To forbid Feaftings, and other Meetings, 
which increafe Love, and give Oppcntunity to con- 
fer together of public Matters^ under Pretence of 
foarii^ Coft for better Ufcs. To that End the 
Curfieu Bell was firft ordained by WilUarn the Ctnt- 
queror^ to ^vc Men Wammg to repafa- Home tt a 
certain Hour. 

7. To take Heed that no one grow to be over 
great, but rather, many equally great, that they 
may envy and contend one with another 5 if he re- 
iblve to weaken any of this Sort, to do it warily 
and by Degrees; If quite to wreck him, and to 
have his Life, yet to give him a lawful Trial, after 
the Manner of his Country : And if he proceed fo 
far with any of great PoiiMsr^tnd Eftimation, as to 
do'him Contumely, or Diigrace, not to fuffer him 
to efcape, becaufe Contumely and Diigrace are 
Things contrary unto Honour, wWch great Spuits 
do moft defire, and fo are gioved rather to a Re^ 
venge for their Difgrace, than to any Tliankfulnefii^ 
or acknowledging the Prince's Favour for their 
Pardon or Difmiffion : True in Atheifts^ but not 
in true Chrijlian Nobility. 

8. To unarm his People, and ftore up their 
Weapons, under Pretente of keeping them fafe^ 
and having them ready when Service requiretli^ 
.iiid then to arm them with fuch, and as many 
:.s he fhall think meet, and to commit them to 
f^ich as are fure Men. 

9. To 
f 
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). To tnake Sclufm and Diyiru)n um^bl^^ 
among hi^ Nobility, and betwixt the Nobility and 
the People, afid to fet one rich Man againft ano* 
ther, that they combine not together, and th4t 
himfelf by hearing the Griei^ and Comp^nts, may 
know the Secrets of both Parties, and to have 
Matter s^ainil them both, when it lifteth him to 
::all them to an Account* 

lo- To offer no Man any Contumely or Wrong, 
sfpecially, about Women^* Matters, by attempting 
tae Chaitity of their Wives or I^iu^ters, which 
hath been the Ruin of many Tyrants, aqd Q)nver- 
Qon of their States. As ojf TarjuimuSt, by Brutus ; 
/^ius^ by Virgmius^y Pifijiratus^ by Hanmdius^ yikx" 
mder Medkes^ Duke of Fkrcnce^ jikifus of Placeniia^ 
R^derij:us King of Spainy &c. 

11. To that End, to be moderate in his Plea* 
fiires, or to, ufe them clofely that he be not feen ; 
For that Men fober, or watchful, or fuch as feem 
fo^ are not likely fubjoS: to Contempt, or Confpi- 
racies of their own. 

12. To reward fuch as atchleve ibme great or 
:ommendable Enterprize s or do any fpecial Adtion 
!br the Comnionwealth^ in that Manner as it may 
feem, they could not be better regarded, in cafe 
Jiey lived in a Fue State. 

13. All Rewards and Things grateful, to come 
:rom himfelf; but all Puniihments^ £xa£lions, and 
Things ungrateful, to. come from his Officers, and 
Hiblic Minifters ; And when he hath effected what 
le would by them, if he fee his People dilcontented 
vithal, to make them a Sacrifice to pacify his Sul> 
efts, 

14. To pretend great Care of Religion, and of 
erving God, (which hath been the Manner of the 
inckedeit Tyrant^) for that People do lels fear any 
HEurt from thofe, whom they do think .rlrtuous 

and 
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irfd religious ; nor attempt lightly to do then] 
Htirty for that they think that God protcdb them: 

1 5. To have a ftrong and furc Guard of foreiga 
Soldiers^ and to bind them by gbbd Ttims^ that 
they having at leaft Profit, may depend upon him 
and the prefent State; As Caliguid; the German 
Guard, where thfe Nobility arc many and mighty. 
The like praftifed by lawful Kings; as by tile 
French King. 

16. To procure that other great Perlbns be in 
the fame Fault, or Cafe with them, that for that 
Caufe they be forced to defend the TYRANT, 
for their own Safety; 

17; To take Part^ arid to jbih himfelf with the 
ftronger Part ; if the Common People, and mean 
Degree be the ftronger, to join with them \ if the 
Rich and Noble^ to join with them. For fo that 
Part, with his own own Strength, will be ever able to 
overmatch the other. 

18. So to frame hli Maniiers tod whok Beha- 
viour, as that he may feem if not perfectly good, 
yet tolerably evil; or Ibmewhat good,^ fomewhat 
bad. 

'* Thefe Rules of hypocritical Tyrarfts arfe to. Be 
known, that they may be avoided, and met 
withal s and not drawn into Imitation* 

Preservation of an ARiSTOfcRACfr. 

RULES t6 pttferv^ a Smatofy State^ are partly' 
taken from the cbttiinon Axioms, and partly 
from thbfe that preferVc a Kingdom; 

Preserving of an Oliqarchy, by 
Sophifnis- Rules* - 

• • • 

I . T N Confultauons and Aflemblie^ ab6trt pubHc 

X Affairsy to o^der the Mgtter^ that isiU may 

^ve Liberty to frequent their common Aflemblies^ 

aiid 
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and Councils •, but to impofe a Fine upon the richer 
Sort, if they omit that Duty. On the other Sidc^ 
to pardon the Common People, if they abfent them- 
felves, and to bear with^them under Pretence, that 
they may the better attend their Occupations, and 
not be hindred in their Trades, and Earnings. 

2. In Eleftion of Magiftrates, and Officers : To 
fuffer the poorer Sort to vow, and at^ure the bear- 
ing of Office, under Colour of fparing them, or to 
enjoin fome great Charge as incident to the Office,, 
which the Poor cannot bearr But to impofe fome 
great Fine upon thofe diat be rich, if thfey refufe 
to bear Office, being Eleft unto it- 

3. Injudicial Matters : In like Manner to order, 
that the People may be abfent from public Trials, 
under Pretence of following their Bufinefs* But 
the Richer to be prefent, and to compel them by 
Fines, to frequent the Court. 

4. In Warlike Exercife and Arms: That the 
Poor be not forced to have Armour, Horfe, iSc. 
under Pretence of fparing their Coft, nor to be 
drawn from tlieir Trades by Martial Exercifes ; but 
to compel the richer Sort to keep their Proportion 
of Armour, Horfe, iSc. by exceffivc Fines, and to 
exercife themfelves in Warlike Matters, &?r. 

5. To have fpecial Care of iuftnidting their Chil- 
dren in liberal Arts, Pdlicy, and Warlike Exercife, 
and to obferve good Order and Difcipline. For as 
Popular States are preferved by the Frequency, and 
Lioerty of the People, fo this Government of the 
Richer, is prderved by Difcipline, and good Order 
ti Governors. 

6. To provide good Store of Warlike Furniture, 
tfpecially of Horfe and Horfemen^ and oi Armed- 
men^ viz. J^ike^ &c. which are proper to the Gentry ; 
as 5iv/, and light Furniture are for 2iPopularCompany\ 

7. To put in Pradice fome Points of a Popular 
Staflt i viz. To lade tig one Man with too much 

Prefer- 
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Prefennent ; to make yearly or half Yearns Mi-^ 
mitrates» tSc. For that the People are pleaied witlk 
luch Things, and thejr are better iecured by this 
Means from the Rule of one. And if any grow to 
too much Greatnefs, to abate him by the Sapbifms 
fit for this State. 

8. To commit the Offices and Magiffarades, to 
thoie that are befl able to bear the greatefl: Charges 
for public Matters, which both tendech to the 
Confervation of this State^ and pleafeth the People^ 
for that they reap fome Relief and Benefit by it. 

9. To the lame End, to contract Marriages 
among themfelves \ the Rich with the Rich, ' &fr. 

10. In fome Things which concern not the 
Fainis^ and Ai27//^rj (?/* ^S/^^, as electing Magiftrates, 
making Laws, ^c. to give an Equality, or fome^ 
times a Preferment to the Common People, and 
not to do, as in fome Oligarchies they were wont 5 
viz. To fwear againfl the People, to fupprefs and 
bridle them -, but rather contrary, to minifter an 
Oath at their Admiflion, That they JhaU do no 
Wrong to any of the People 5 and if any of the Richer 
offer Wrong to any of the Commons^ to Ihew lome 
Example of fevere Puniihment. 

For other Ascioms that preferve this State, they 
are to be borrowed from thofe other Rules 
that tend to the preftrving of a Popular^ and 
Tyrannical State ; for the ftrift Kind of OUgar^ 
chy is kin to a Tyranny. 

Preservation op a Popular Statec 
Sophifms. Rules or j^ioms% 

I . Y N pubHc Ailemblies and Confultations about 
X Matters of State, creating of Ma^rates, 
public Juftice, and Exercife of Arms, to praftife 
the contrary to the former Kind of Government, 
to wif, an Oligarchy. For m Popular States', the 

ComxJioils^ 
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Commons and meaner Sort are to be drawn to thole 
Aflemblies, Magiftrates, Officers, Warlike Exercife, 
^c. by Mul6bs and Rewards, and the richer Sort 
are to be fpared, and not to be forced by Fine, or . 
otherwife, to frequent thefe Exercifes. 

2, To make Shew of honouring and reverencing 
the richer Men, and not to fwear againft them, as 
the Manner hath been in fome Popular States, but 
rather to prefer them in all other Matters that con- 
cern not the State and public Government- 

3. To t\t& Magiftrates from among the Com- 
mons by Lot, or Ballotting, and not to chufe any 
for their Wealth's Sake. 

4* To take Heed that no Man bear Office twice, 
except it be Military, where the Pay, and Salary, 
fc?r. is to be referved into their own Hands, to be 
difpofed of by a Common Council, fc?r. And to fee 
that no Man be too highly preferred* 

5. That no Magiftracy be perpetual, but as (hort 
as may be, to wit, for a Year, half a Year, £s?r. 

6. To compel Magiftrates, when their Time 
cxpireth, to give an Account of their Behaviour 
and Government, and that publicly before the 
Commons. 

' 7. To have public Salaries and Allowance of 
their Magiftrates, Judges, fsfr. and yearly Divi- 
dends for the common People, and fuch as have 
inoft Need among them. 

8. To make Judges of all Matters out of all 
Sorts, fo they have fome Aptnefs to perform that 
Duty. 

9. To provide that public Judgments and Tjials 
be not frequent •, and to that End to inflid great 
Fines and other Puniihments upon Pettifoggers and 
Dilator-s, as the Law of Requital, fcPr. Becaufe for 
the moft part the Richer and Nobler, and not the 
Commons, are indifted and accufed in this Com- 
monwealth, which, caufeth the Rich to confpire 

D againft 
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againft the State -, whereby many times the Popu- 
lar State is turned into an Oligarchy^ or fome other 
Government. Hereto tendeth that Art of Civil 
Law, made againft Accufers and Calumniators: 
Ad SenatuS'Confultum Turpilianumy Li.de Calumnia'- 
toribus. 

10. In fuch free States as are popular, and have*, 
no Revenue, to provide that public Affemblies be- 
not too often : becaufe they want Salaries for Plea- 
ders and Orators ; and if they be rich, yet to be 
wary, that all the Revenue be not divided amongft 
the Commons. For that this Diftribution of the 
common Revenue among the Multitude, is like a 
Purfe or Barrel without a Bottom. But to provide, 
that a fufficient Part of the Revenue be ftored up 
for the public Affairs. 

1 1 . It the Number of the Poor increafe too much 
in this kind of State, to fend fome abroad out Of 
the Cities, into the next Country-places, and to 
provide above all, that none do live idly,' but be 
fet to their Trades. To this End, to provide that 
the richer Men place in their Farms and Copyholds, 
fuch decayed Citizens. 

12. To be well advifed what is good for this 
State, and not to fuppofe that to be fitfor a popular 
State, that feemeth moft popular; but that ^hich 
is beft for the Continuance thereof: And to that 
End, not to lay into the Exchequer or Common Trea- 
fury^ fuch Goods as are confifcate, but to ftore 
them up as holy and confecrate Things, which 
except it be praftifed, Confifcations and Fines of 
the common People would be frequent, and fo this 
State would decay by weakening the People. 

Conversion of States in general. 

COnverfion of a State, is the Declining of the 
Commonwealth, either to fome other Form 
of Government, or to its full and laft Period ap- 
pointed by God. Ccufes 
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Caufes of Converjions of States are of two Sorts : 

General and Particular. 

GEneral, (viz.) i. Want of Religion : viz. of 
the true Knowledge and Worfhip of God, 
prefcribed in his Word ; and notable Sins that pro- 
ceed from thence in Prince and People, as in the 
Examples of Saul^ Uzziah^ the Jewijh State, the 
four Monarchies, and all other. 

2. Want of Wifdom and good Counfcl to keep 
the State, the Prince, Nobles, and People in 
good Temper, and due Proportion, according to 
their feveral Orders and Degrees. 

3. Want of Juftice either in Adminiftration, (as 
ill Laws, or ill Magiftrates) or in the Execution, 
as Rewards not given where they Ihould be, or 
there beftowed where they fliould not be, or Pu- 
nifhments not inflifted where they fhould be. 

4. Want of Power and Sufficiency to maintain 
and defend itfelf, viz. Of Provifion, as Armour, 
Money, Captains, Soldiers, ^c. Execution, when 
the Means or Provifion is not ufed, or ill ufed, 

5. Particular : To be noted and coUedted out of 
the Contraries of thofe Rules, that are prefcribed 
for the Prefervation of the Commonwealth. 

Particular Caufes of Conn^erjion of States^ are of 

two Sorts. 

I. 'TJ^Oreign : By the Over-greatnefs of Invafion of 
X/ fome Foreign Kingdom, or other State of 
meaner Power, having a Part within our own, 
ivhich are to be prevented by the Providence of 
^he Chief, and Rules of Policy for the preferring of 
ivery State : This falleth out very feldom, for the 
jreat Difficulty to overthrow a foreign State. 

2. Domejlic : Sedition or open Violence by the 
Wronger Part. Alteration without Violence. 

D 2 • Sedition. 
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Sedition. 

C^Edilion is a Power of Inferiors, oppofing itfelf 
1^ with force of Arms againft the Superior Power. 

^ti/i ditto jecedens. 

Caufes of Sedition are of two Sorts. 

\ Liberty. /TTTHEN they that are of equal 

VV Quality in a Commonwealtby 

or do take themfelves fo to be, are 

. , not regarded equally in all, or in any 

2 of tliefe Three. 

§ ^ Riches, ) Or, when they that are higher in 

^ j Quality, or take themfelves fo to be, 

are regarded but equally, or with lefs 



I 

^.Honour. 



Refped than thofe that be of lefs 
Degree in thefe three Things, or in 
^any of them. 



I. /^Ovetoufnefs orOppreflion, by theMagiftrate 
V>l or higher Power, viz. when the Magif- 
trates, cfpecially the Chief,, encreafeth his Subftance 
and Revenue beyond Meafure, (either with the 
public or private Calamity, whereby the Gover- 
nors grow to quarrel among themfelves as in Oli- 
garchies) or the other Degrees confpire together, and 
make Quarrel againft the Chief, as in Kingdoms : 
The Examples of IVat Tykr^ Jack Straw^ &c. 

2. Injury, when great Spirits, and of great Power, 
are greatly wronged and diflionoured, or take them- 
felves fo to be •, as CoriolanuSj Cirus minor^ Earl of 
fVarwick. In which Caufes, the beft Way is to 
decide the Wrong. 

3. Preferment, or Want of Preferment ; wherein 
fome have over-much, and fo wax proud, and afpit^ 
higher : Or have lefs than they deferve, as they 
fuppofe, and fo in Envy and Difdain, feck Inno- 
vation by open Fadion ; fo C^far, i^c. 

4.. Sonie 
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.. Some great Neceflity or Calamity : So Xerxes 
r the Foil of his great Army, And Senacherib 
r the Lofs of 185000 in one Night. 

I. T^iV"^, when the Chief exceeds 

JlL/ the Mediocrity beforemention- 

ed, and fo provoke th the Nobility and 

\ other Degrees, to confpire againft him, 

as Brutus^ C^^s^ fifr. againft C^efar. 

2. Fear J 'viz. Of Danger, when one 
or more difpatch the Prince by fecret 
Praftice or Force, to prevent his own 
Danger, as ArPabanus did Xerxes. 
\ 3. Luft or Lechery y as Tarquinius 
J Super bus hy Brutus ^ Pijiftratinda by 
ticular. "i Armodius^ Appius by Virginius. , 

4. Contempt ; For vile Quality and 
bale Behaviour, as Sardanapaius by 
Arbaces^ Dionyjtus the younger by Dion. 

5. Contumely -, When fome great Dif- 
grace is done to fome great Spirit, 
who ftandeth upon his Honour and 
Reputation, as Caligula by Choreas. 

6. Hope of Advancement^ or fome 
great Profit, as AlitbridateSy Anobar- 
Janes. 



2. 



Alteration without Violence. 



I. 



■^Aufes of Alteration without Violence are; 
^ Excefs of the State; when by Degrees the 
te groweth from that Temper and Mediocrity 
erein it was, or Ihould have been fettled, and 
:eedeth in Power, Riches, and Abfolutenefs in 
Kind, by the Ambition and Covetoufnefs of the 
Aef, immoderate Taxes, and Impofitions, ^c. 
plying all to his own Benefit, without Refpeft of 
ler Degrees, and fo in the End changeth itfelf 

D 3 into 
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into another State or Form of Government as a 

Kingdom inCo a Tyranny, an Oligarchy into an 

Arifiocracy. 

2. Excefs, of fome one or more in the Common- 
wealth } viz. When fome one or more in a Com- 
monwealth grow to an Excellency or Excefs above 
the reft, either in Honour, Wealth, or Virtue ; and 
fb by PermilTion and popular Favour, are advanced 
to the Sovereignty ; by which Means, popular States 
grow into Oligarchies i and Oligarchies and Arifio- 
cfacies into Anarchies. For wMch Caufe, the Athe- 
matts, and fome other free States, made their Laws 
of Ofiradfmes, to banifh any' for a Time that fliould 
excel, tlK)' it were in Virtue, to prevent the AJte- 
ration of their State ; which becauTe it is an unjuft 
Law, 'tis better to take Heed at the Beginning to 
prevent the Means, that none ihould grow to chat 
Height and Excellency, than to ufe fo Iharp and 
unjuft a Remedy, 
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AND 



Myfteries of State. 



CHAP. I. 

the Definitiott and Divijion of Public Weals and Sove- 
reign StateSy according to their feveral Species or 
Kinds. 



A 



Commonwealth is a certain Sovereign Go- 
vernment of many Families, with thofc 
things that arc common among them. 



yf// CommonweaUbs are either 
Monarchies, Ariftocracies, Democracies. 

A Monarchy is that State where the Sovereignty 
t'^fteth in the Perfon of one only Prince. 

An Ariftocracy, is where fome fmall Part of the 
People have in them as a body Corporate, the Sove- 
reignty and fupreme Power of the whole State. 

A Democracy, is where all the People have Power 
^d Authority Sovereign. 

So 
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So doth it appear, that the Place and Perfon where 
the Sovereignty refteth, doth caufe the State to b<K 
cither a Monarchy, an Ariftocracy, or Popular Gck 

vernment. 



CHAP. 11. 

Of Sovereign or MonarcbicalGovemment^ with itsefferUial 

Marks J and fpecifical Differences. 

§ 

Sovereignty is an abfolute and perpetual Power 
in every public State ; and he is properly and 
only a Sovereign, that acknowledgeth no Superior 
or Equal, nor holdeth of any other Prince, Perfon 
or Power, but God and his own Sword. ' 

The Firft Mark of Sovereignty js abfolute Power 
and Authority to command ail Subjefts in general, 
and every of them in particular, without Confent of 
any other Perfon or Perfons, either gheater or infe- 
rior to Himfelf. 

The Second Mark of Majefty is Authority to 
make War, and conclude Peace, at his Pleafure. 

The Third is Power to beftow all Honours and 
chief Offices at his Pleafure. . 

The Fourth Mark of Sovereignty is Appellation. 
The Fifth Mark and laft, is Power to pardon all 
Subjefts by Rigour of Law or otherwife condemned 
in Life, Lands, Goods, or Honours. 

Thefe Powers are not to be imparted to any Offi- 
cer, Deputy or other Magiftrate, but in the Prince's 
Abfence, and for feme urgent Occafion. 
Monarchies are of three Sorts : 
Signioril, Royal, Tyrannical, 
The Diverfity of Monarchies doth not proceed from 
the Nature of the State, but the divers Proceeding$ 
of thofe Princes that govern 5 for ^eat Difference 
there may be between the Nature ot the Common- 
wealth and the Government thereof. That Prince 

that 
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that giveth the Magiftracy, Honours, and Offices 
without refpeft of Nobility, Riches or Virtue, may 
be faid to govern Popularly. And that Monarchy 
may be faid to be governed Ariftocraticaily, when 
the Monarch imparteth the principal honours and 
Offices to the noble and rich Men only. 

The fame Difference there is to be found in States 
Ariftocratical and Popular -, for the one and the other 
may be both Signioril, or Tyrannical. 

A Monarch Signioril is lie who by force of Arms 
and juft War, is made Owner of Mens Bodies and 
Goods, aud governeth them as a Mafter of a P'amily 
governeth bafe Servants aad Slaves. 

A Monarch Royal, is he whofe Subjefts are Obe- 
dient unto his Laws, and the Monarch himfelf obey- 
cth the Laws of God and Nature, fuffering every 
Subjeft to enjoy Liberty Natural, with Property in 
I-ands and Goods, governing as a Father governeth 
liis Children. 

A Monarch Tyrannical, is he who without re- 
jgard to the Law of God or Nature, conimandeth 
JE*>eemen as Slaves, and ufeth their Lands and Goods 
as his own. 

CHAP. III. 

Of Monarchy Signioril^ exemplified in the Turkifli and 

Weft-Indian Empire. 

AL L People fubjeft to Princes, are governed 
as Free-men by their Prince and certain other 
particular Lords of Lands and Liberties -, who not 
by the Prince's Commiffion but by antient Laws or 
Cuftom have Inheritance and Tenements ; or elfe 
they are by one Prince and his Minifters command- 
ed, which Minifters have not by Law, or Ordi- 
nance, any Authority or Intereft of themfelves, but 
being Uke to the People (bafe Men and Slaves) 
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they command only by Commiflion in the Prince's 
Name ; and the Authority of thofe Miniftere doth 
ceafe at the Prince's Pleafure, fo that the People 
do not acknowledge any Superior but the Prince, 
nor owe any Service to other mean Lords : So as 
all the People ftand without Property in Lands or 
Goods ; for Example, the Empire of Turkey and 
the IVeJl-Indies. 

The Provinces of this Monarchy are allotted to 
fundry Magiftrates or Minifters, and they altered 
and removed at the Prince's Pleafure ; out it is 
otherwife in a Monarchy Royal, becaufe the Mo- 
narch is there accompanied with many mean Lords* 
And albeit thofe mean Lords are Subjedts unto the 
Prince, yet have they particular Tenants who may 
not without juft Caufe be difpofleffed by the Prince ; 
and thofe People having had Dependency of their 
Lords and their Anceftors, do ever bear unto them 
a certain natural Love and dutiful Refpeft : Who- 
fo therefore compareth thefe Principalities, fhall 
perceive, that to conquer a State Signioril there 1$ 
great Difficulty ; but bemg conquered, it may eafily 
be maintained -, for the Difficulty to conquer fuch a 
State, proceedeth from the Lack of mean Lords to 
call in and affift the Prince that doth invade : Who 
therefore defireth to fubdue a Nation thus governed, 
mull of Force aflault all the People, and rather 
truft in his own Strength then the Aid of the Coun- 
try. But if he can prevail, then one only Fear 
remaineth, which is the Prince's Pofterity, which 
neceflarily muft be extinguifhed, becaufe the Prince's 
Race only hath Intereft both in the People and 
Soldiers. But to enter a Monarchy RoyaJ, is an 
Enterprize of no great Difficulty, when he that 
doth enter, hath the Fricndfliip and Aid of fome 
mean Lords to take his Part, and prepare the Place 
where he is to arrive, 

CHAR 
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C H A P. IV- 

i Of Monarchies Royal^ with the Means to maintain 
I them. 

Monarchies Royal, are for the moft Part an- 
tient and hereditary, and confequently eafy 
to be governed. For it is fufficient for the Prince 
to maintain the old Laws^ and on Occafion tempo- 
rize with thofe Accidents that happen : fuch a State 
cannot be taken from the Prince without exceffive 
Force; and if it be, it (hall be foon recovered. 
Example, England and France. 

But if a Monarchy newly conquered, be annexed 
unto an old, and not properly antient, then is it 
with much more Difficulty maintained. 

Firft, for that Men naturally inclined to Varia- 
tion are ealily induced to take Arms againft him 
that newly governeth. 

. Secondly, every new Prince is forced to exa6t as 
'Well upon thofe Subje6ls that joined with him as 
^hofe that did refill him, and therefore fliall offend 
iDoth. Example, Ireland annexed to the Crown of 
England : Sicify and Naples to Spain. 

The Means to maintain fuch a Monarchy is, 
Firft, to extinguifh the Race of him that was 
antiently Prince. 

Secondly, to continue all Laws and Cuftoms in 
the former Force ; for fo fhall the Subjeft find no- 
thing altered but the Prince, and therefore will 
foon reft contented : and the rather if that new 
Monarchy and the antient Dominion of the Prince 
be of one Language : But if the People be of a 
contrary Language and Humour, then to hold it, 
there needeth great Induftry and Fortune : In that 
Cafe the beft Way is that the Prince fliould inhabit 
there, as well to encounter all Inconveniencies pro- 
ceeding from the Subjeft, as to prefcrve the People 

from 
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from Oppreflion of his own Minifters. Another 
Way is to fend thither certain Colonies, and plant 
them in fit Places, or elfe to fettle fome Garrifons 
both of Horfe and Foot; but Colonies are lefi 
chargeable to the Prince : As for the People inha- 
bitant (v/ho muft neceflarily remove, they being a 
fmall Number and difpoflefled) they cannot have 
Power to oflfend : for in that Cafe, this Rule or 
Maxim fliall be found true, that Men muft bd 
either kindly intreatcd, or with all Extremity op- 
preffcd ; becaufe of light Injuries they may be re- 
venged, but of utter Oppreflion they cannot. 

A third Way to hold a conquered Dominion, is, 
to cherifh and defend the Neighbours of little Power, 
and opprefs or keep under thofe that are moft po- 
tent ; and above all to take Order that no foreign 
Prince or Power do enter ; for it is ever to be look- 
ed for, that fo many of the Nation as are difcon- 
tented, either for Ambition or Fear, will be ever 
ready to bring in Strangers ; and to conclude this 
Matter of Principality annexed, I fay it behoveth 
every Prince poflefled of fuch a State, never to in- 
crcalc the Power of any potent Neighbour, never 
to opprefs thofe that are of fmall Power, never to- 
perinit any foreign Potentate to enter, but ever to 
j)lant Colonies and Garrifons, or elfe to make that 
Dominion his chief Habitation. 



CHAP. V. 

Of Monarchies ^Tyrannical. 

Tyrannical Princes are not advanced by Favour, 
neither do they trufl unto Fortune, but by 
Degrees of War, or elfe by fome other indirect 
Means do afpire unto Greatnefs ; and therein do 
maintain themfelves by all Ways either honed or 
dilhoneft, without Refpedt of Juflice, Ccnicicnce, 

or 



^he CABINEt-GoUNCIL. 47 

or Law either of Nations or Nature : A Prince by 
fuch impious Means afpired^ and defiring to hold 
that he hath gained, will take Order that the Cru- 
elties he committeth may be done roundly^ fud- 
denly, and as it were at an Inftant ; For if they be 
executed at Leilure and by Piece-meal, then will the 
Prince's Fears continue long, and the Terror in 
Subjects take deeper Impreflion, whofe Nature is 
fuch that either they muft be bound by Benefits, 
or by Cruelty made fure from offending. Example, 
Diotrjifius and Agdthocks. 

i 

C H A P. VL 

Of new-found Monarchies and PrincipalitieSj with tbi 

Means to perpetuate, them. 

SOME Other Princes there are, that from priratc 
Eftate have alpired to Sovereignty, not by un- 
natural or impious Proceedings as the former, but 
by Virtue and Fortune, and being afpired . have 
Found no great Difficulty to be maintained ; for 
Rich a Prince having no other Dominion, is forced 
tX) fettle himfelf where he is become a Prince. But 
here is to be noted, that albeit fuch a Man be vir- 
tuous, yet wanting Fortune, his Virtue proveth to 
Imall Purpofe, and Fortune without Virtue doth 
leldom work any great Effeft. Howfoever it be, 
a Prince being afpired, both by the Aid of the one 
and of the other, fhall notwithflanding find fome 
Difficulty to hold what he hath gotten : becaufe > he 
5s forced to introduce new Laws and new Orders of 
Government differing from the old, as well for his 
own Security, as Confirmation of the Government : 
for avoiding of which Dangers, he is to confider 
whether he be of himfelf able to compel his Sub- 
jefts to obey, or muft pray in Aid of other$ : If he 
can do the firft, he needeth not doubt i but being 

driven 
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driven to the other, his Greatnefs cannot long con* 
tinue ; for albeit a Matter of no Difficulty it is to 
pcrfuade a People, yet to make them conftant, is 
a Work well near impofiible. Example, TbefeuSj 
Cyrusy Romulus. , The fecond Sort of new Princes 
are fuch as be afpired by Favour or Corruption, oi 
by the Virtue or Greatnefs of Fortune or Friends : 
A Prince by any or all thefe Means advanced, and 
dcfirous to hold his Eftate, muft endeavour by his 
own Virtue to maintain himfelf without depending 
upon any other : which may be done by this Means i 
Firll, to affurc all Enemies from offending; Se- 
condly, to win the Love and Friendfhip of fo many 
Neighbours as poffibly he may ; Thirdly, to com- 
pafs all Defigns tending to his Honour or Profit, 
and bring them to pafs either by Fraud or Force; 
Fourthly, to make himfelf honoured and followed 
of Captains and Solders ; Fifthly, to opprefs all 
thofe that would or can offend •, Sixthly, to b< 
obfequious and liberal to Friends, magnanimouj 
and terrible to Foes ; Seventhly, to calTe all olc 
and unfaithful Bands, and entertain new ; Eighthly 
to hold fuch Amity with Kings and Princes, a 
they ought reafonably to favour him ; or if thq 
would offend, eafdy they cannot. Example, Gio 
vannicy Torrigiani^ defar Borgia. 

The third and laft Means whereby private Per 
fons do afpire to Principalities, is not Force am 
Violence, but meer Good- will and Favour of Men 
The Caufe or Occafion thereof, is only Virtue, a 
Fortune, or at leaft a certain fortunate Craft an-" 
Wittinefs ; becaufe he afpireth either by Favour c 
the People, or by Favour of the Nobility •, for theJ 
contrary Humours are in all Commonwealths to t 
found. And theReafon thereof is, that the great Mc 
do ever endeavour to opprefs the People, and tb 
People do labour not to be opprefied by them. C 
thefe divers Appetites one of thefe three. EfTctS 
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do proceed, viz. Principality, Liberty, or licen- 
tious Life. Principality may come either by Love 
of the Multitude, or of the great Men ; for when any 
of thefe Fa6tions do find themfelves opprefled, then 
do they foon confent to make one a Prince, hoping 
by his Virtue and Valour to be defended. Example, 
FraHcefco Sfarza^ Alejfandro de Medici. 

A Prince in this Sort afpired, to maintain his E- 
ftate, muft firft confider well by which of thefe 
Fa6tions aforefaid he is advanced ; for if by Favour 
of great Men he be afpired, then muft he meet with 
many Difficulties •, for having about him divers Per- 
fons of great Quality, and fuch as were but lately 
his Equals, hardly Ihall he command them in fuch 
Sort as it behoveth : But if the Prince be advanced 
by the People, few or none Ihall hardly difobey him. 
So it appeareth that a Prince made by the Multitude 
is much more fecure than he whom the Nobility pre- 
ferreth ; for common People do not defire to enjoy 
more than their own, and to be defended from Op- 
prefllon ; but great Men do ftudy not only to hold 
their own, but alfo to command and infult upon 
Inferiors. 

Note J that all Monarchies are Principalities^ 
But all Principalities are not Monarchies. 



CHAP. VII. 

Of Councils J and Counfellors in general. 

A Senate or Council is a certain lawful Aflembly 
of Counfellors to give Advice to him or them 
that have in the Common-weal Power Sovereign. 

A Counfellor is called in the Latin Senator ; which 
Word fignifieth in effeft an old Man. The Grecians 
and Romans alfo moft commonly compofed their 
Councils of antient and expert Peribns ; for if thqr 
or the greater Part of them had been young Men, 

£ thea 
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then might the Council have more properly been 
called a Juvenate then a Senate^ 

The chief and moft neceflary Note required in a 
Counfellor, is to have no Dependance on any other 
Prince or Common- weal 5 either Oath, Homage, 
natural Obligation, Penfion, or Reward: In this 
Point the Venetians have been ever moft precife, and 
for that Reafon, do not admit any Cardinal or other 
Clergyman to be either of or at their Councils; there- 
fore when the Venetian Senate is aflembled, the Ulher 
being ready to fhut the Door crieth aloud, Fmra 
Preti^ depart Prieft. Note alfo, that in every State 
of what Quality foever, a Secret or Cabinet-council 
is mainly neceffary. 



c H A R vm 

Of Councils in fome particular Monarchies^ Arifioh 

cracieSj and Democraciis. 

TH E King of Spain, for the Government of 
his Dominions hath feven Councils, viz, the 
Council of the Indies^ the Council of Spain^ thfe 
Council of Italy and the Low-Countries, the Council 
of JVar, the Council of Orders, the Council of i»- 
quijttion, and the Council Royal. 

In France are three Councils, viz. the Council- 
Privy, the Council of Judges, which they call Pre- 
fidents et Conceliers de Parliament, and the great 
Council, which they call JJfemblei du treys EJiates. 

Of Councils in Ariflocracies. 

In Venice, befides the Senate and great Council, arc 
four Councils, viz. the Sages of the Sea, the Sages 
of the Land, the Council of Ten, the three Prefidents 
of Quarantia, and the Senate : All which Councils 
do amount to an Hundred and Twenty Perfons, 
with the Magiftrates. ' ^ 

The 
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Thegreat Council of Ragufa confifteth of fixcy 
Terfons, and hath another Privy-council of Twelve. 

Of Councils fft Democracies. 

Genoa hath three Councils ; the great Council of 
Two-hundred, the Senate which confifteth of Sixty, 
tod the Privy-council which hath Twenty-fix Coun- 
feilors ; fo it doth appear that in all Commonwealths, 
be they Monarchies, Ariftocracies, or Popular States, 
the Council*privy is moft neceflary and often ufed ; 
ftlfo this difference is to be noted between the Coun- 
cils in Monarchies, and the Councils in Ariftocracies 
and States Popular ; that is to fay, that all Delibera* 
tions fit to be publiQied, arc in a Monarchy confult- 
cd and refolved upon in the Council-privy, and after 
ratified by Common- council : But in Optimacies or 
popular Government the Cuftom is contrary. 

Here alfo is to be noted, that albeit the Ufe and 
Authority of every Senate and Privy-council is moft 
Heedful, yet hath it no Authority to command but 
in the Name of thofe in whom the Sovereignty reft- 
eth ; for if Counfellors had Power to command 
ab^lutely, then fhould they be Sovereigns, and 
confequently all Execution at their Pleafure \ which 
may not be without detrafting from Majefty, which 
is a thing fo fovereign and facred, as no Citizen or 
Subjeft of what QuaUty foever, may touch or ap- 
proach thereunto. 



CHAR IX. 

Of Officers and CommiffionerSj with their refp^rue 

DifUnSiions. 

AN Cfficer is a Perfon Publick, that hath 
Charge ordinary and limited by Law. 
A Commiffioner is alfo a Perfon Publick, but his 
Charge is extraordinary and limited by Conuniflion. 

E 2 Officeit 
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Officers are of two Sorts^ and fo be CommiAion- 
ers| the one hath Power to command, and ^xt 
called Magiftrates ; the odier hath Authority to ex- 
ecute : fo the one and the other are Perfons Publick j 
yet are not all publick Perfons either Officers or 
Commiffioners. 

Commiffioners are ordained to govern in Provin- 
ces, in War, in Juftice, in difpofing the Treafure, 
or fome other Funftion concerning the State ; but 
all Commiffions do fpring and proceed from the So- 
vereign, Magiftrates, and Commiffioners. And 
here is to be noted that every Commiffion ceafeth i 
he that granted the Commiffion doth die, or rcvofc 
it, or if the Commiffioners during his Commiffioj 
fhall afpire to Office and Authority equal to his thaf^ 
made it. 



C H A P. - X. 

Of Magiftrates^ their Ratifications and EkSims. 

AMagiftrate is an Officer having Power to com- 
mand in the State -, and albeit that every Ma— 
giftrate to be an Officer, yet every Officer is not ^* 
Magiftrate, but they only that have Power to com- 
mand. 

Alfo in making of Officers and Magiftrates in 
every Commonweal, three things are fpecially to 
be obferved, viz. who doth make them, what Men 
they are that fhould be made, and the Form and 
Manner how they are made. 

The Firft appertaineth to him or them in whonn 
the Sovereignty refteth ; the Second alfo belongetb 
to Majefty ; yet therein the Laws are commonly 
followed, efpecially in Ariftocracies and States popu^ 
lar : In the one the Magiftrates are chofen out of the 
moft Wealthy or moft Noble : In the other, clcfted 
out of the whole Multitude, 

- • The 
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The form and manjier of choofing Magiftrates in 
jfrijlocraqes and Hates Popular, is either by Eledion, 
Tjy Lot, or by both, and their Office is to cpmpel 
thofe that do not obey ^hat Soyereigrjty com- 
mandeth ; for all Force of Commandment lieth i^ 
Compulfion. 

Commandment likewife is of two Sorts : The one 
may be called Sovereign and Abfolute, above Laws, 
above Magiftrates, and above People* In Monar- 
chies fuch Command is proper to the Prince only 5 
in Arijtocracies it reftcth in the NobiUty ; and in vD^- 
mocracies the People have that Power. 

The fecond Commandments are fubjeft both to 
Sovereignty and Law. 

Here is to be noted, that every Magiftrate may re- 
call his own Commandmentj and forbid what he 
did command, yet cannot ' revoke that which he 
hath judged. 

Alfo in Prefence of the Sovereign, all Autho- 
rity df Magiftrates ceafeth •, and \r\ Prefence of great 
Magiftrates thp inferior have no Power ; and Magi- 
ftrates equal cannot do any thing but by Confent, if 
his CoUegues or Fellow-Magiftrates be prefent. 



CHAP. XI. 

Oifirvations intrin/tfafly concerning every puhlick State 
in Points of JufiicCj Treafure^ and War, 



I 



^ H E Firft concern Matter Intrinfick. 
The Second touch Mattc;r Extrinfick. 

Matters Intrinfick are three. 

The Adminiftration of Juftice. 

The Managing of the Treafure. 

The Difpofing of thing? appertaining to War. 

E 3 Mktters^ 
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Matters Extrinpck are alfo there. 

The Skill how to deal with Neighbpurs. 

The Diligence to vent their Deugns. 

The Way how to win fo much Confidence with 
fome of them, as to be piadc Partaker of whatfocvcr 
they mean to enterprize. 

Touching Admnifiratm ofjuftict. 
The good and dircft Adminiftration of JufticCj 
is in all Places a principal Part oif Government ; for 
feldom or never fhall we fee any People difcontented 
and defirous of Alteration, where Juftice is equally 
adminiftred without refped of Perfons ; and in every 
State this Confideratipn is required, but moft of aU 
in Countries that do front upon other Princes, or 
were lately conquered : Hereunto the Prince's Vi^T 
lancy and the Magiftrates Uprightnefs are efpecially 
required ; for oftentimes the Prince is deceived, amL- 
the Magiftrates corrupted. It behoveth alfo tlie 
Prince to maintain the Judges and Minifters oJF Juf- 
tice in their Reputation, and yet to havp a vigilant 
Eye upon their Proceedings, and the rather if their 
Authority do include Eqi^ity, and from their 
Ccnfure be no Appeal j and if tKeir Office be during 
Life, and' they are Men bom arid dwelling in the 
fame Country ; all thefe Things are duly to be con- 
fidered of the Prince : for as to call the Judges into 
queftion, is as it were to djfgrace thfc judicial Scat ; 
fo to wink at their Corruptions were matter of juft 
Difcontent to the Subjeft. In this Cafe therefore 
the Prince cannot do more than by^his WilHom to 
make choice of gpod Men ; and being chofen, to 
hold them in good Reputation, fo as the ordinary 
Courfe of Juftice may proceed ; for otherwife great 
Diforder, Contempt, and general Confufion ivill 
enfue thereof. Secondly, he is to keep his Eye upon 
their Proceedings ; and lafljy, to referve unto himfelf 
a liipreme Power of Appellation. ' 

T(^ching 
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touching the Tnafure. 

The want of Money is in all States very perilous, 
and moft of all in thofc which are of Icaft Strength, 
and do confine upon Nations with whom they have 
comtxionly War, or unafllifed Peace, but moft peril- 
ous of all to thofe Governments which are remote 
from the Prince, or Place where they are to be re-, 
iievcd. 

The means to levy Treafure are four. 

Firft, the Cuftoms and Impofitions upon all forts 
of Merchandize and Traffick is to be looked into and 
advanced. 

Secondly, the exceflive Eating of Ufury muft be 
fuppreffcd. 

Thirdly, all fuperfluous Charges and Expences 
are to be taken away, 

Laftly, the Doings and Accounts of Minifters are 
feverally to be examined. 

Touching the Matter of Cuftom and Impoft,there- 
of aflurcdiy a great Profit is in every State to be 
raifed; chiefly where Peace hath long continued, and 
where the Country afFordeth much Plenty ol' Com- 
modities to be carried out, and where Ports are to 
receive Shipping. 

The moderatirg of Intereft is ever neceflary, and 
chiefly in this Age, by reafon that Money aboundeth 
in Eiurope^ - fince the Traffick into the Indies ; for fuch 
Men as have Money in their Hands in great Plenty, 
would in no wife employ the fame in Merchandize, if 
lawful it were to receive the utmoft Ufury, being a 
courfe of moft Profit and greateft Security. 

The taking away erf" fuperfluous Expences is n© 
other thing than a certain wife and laudable Parfi- 
mony \ which the Romans and other well-governed 
States did Aiie. Thefc Expences confift in Fees, Al- 
lowances, and Wages granted to Minifters of little 
or nq Neceffity ; alfo in Penfions, Rewards, Enter- 

E 4 tainments 
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tainments and Donaries, with fmall Difficulty to be 
mcxierated, or eafily to be fupprefled. 

By abridging or taking away of thefe needlefs 
Expcnces a marvellous Profit will be faved for the 
Prince ; but if he continue them, and by impofing 
upon the People do think to increafe his Treafure or 
Revenue, befides the Lofs of their Love, he may alfo 
hazard their Obedience, with many other Inconve- 
nicncies. 

Touching TFiar. 

Whatfoever Prince or Commonweal is Neigh- 
bour to any People which can, will, or were wont 
to offend, it is neccffary to have not only all things 
prepared for a Defence of his Perfon and Country, 
but alfo to forecaft and ufe every Caution and other 
Diligence -, for the Inconveniencies which happen 
to Government, are fudden tod unlook*d for ; yea 
the Providence and Provifion required in this Cafe 
ought to be fuch, as the Expences all other Ways 
employed muft ftay to fupply the Ncccffity of 
War, 



■^»> 



CHAP. XII. 

Extrinftck Obfervation^Jhewing how to deal with Neigh- 
bour Princes and Provinces refpeSivelyy how to pre- 
vent their Dejigns^ and decypher their Intendments. 

TH I S firft Point of Matter Extrinfick is of 
fuch Quality as being well handled procureth 
great Good, but otherwife becometh dangerous ; 
fot the Proceeding muft be diverfe according to the 
Diverfity of Ends which the Prince or Governor in- 
tendeth ; for if he defire to continue Peace with his 
Neighbours, pne Way is to be taken •, but otherwife 

he 
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he is to work that feeketh Occafion to break, and 
to became an Enemy to one or more of his Neigh- 
bours. If he do defire to live peaceably with all, then 
he is to obferve thefe Rules, viz, 

Firft, to hold and continue firmly all Contradb 
aiid Capitulations. 

Secondly, to fhew himfelf refolved neither to of- 
fer nor take the leaft touch of Wrong or Injury. 

Thirdly, with all care and favour to further Com- 
merce and reciproke TrafKck for the Profit of the 
Subjed, and Increafe of the Prince's Revenue. 

Fourthly, covertly to win fo great Confidence 
with Neighbours, as in all Actions of Unkindnefs 
among them he may be made Umpire. 

Fifthly, to become fo weH believed with them as 
he may itmove fuch Diifidences as grow to his own 
Difadvantage. 

Sixthly, not to deny Protection or Aid to them 
that are the Weakeft, and chiefly fuch as do and 
will endure his Fortune. 

Laftly, in Favouring, Aiding, and ProtedUng 
(unlefs Neceflity Ihall otherwife fo require) to do it 
moderately, fo as they who are to be aided, be- 
come not jealous, and confequendy feek Adherency 
elfewhere, which oftentimes hath opened way to 
other Neighbours that defire a like Occafion. 

How to prevent their Dejigns. 

This Point in time of War is with great Diligence 
|o be looked unto ; alio in Time of Peace to prevent 
all Occafions that may kindle War is behoveml ; for 
to forefee what may happen to the Prejudice of a 
Prince's Profit or Reputation, is a Part of great 
Wifdom. The Means tp attain the Intelligence of 
thefe Things are two. 

The firft is by Friends, the next by Efpials ; the 
one for the moft part faithful, the other not fo 
^iflured. z 

Thefe 
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Thcfe Matters are well to be confidered ; for al- 
beit the Nature of Man defireth nothing more than 
curioufly to know the Doings of others, yet are 
thofe things to be handled with fo great Secrecy and 
Diffimulation as the Prince's Intent be not in any 
wife fufpefted, nor the Minifters made odious ; for 
thefe fometimcs to win themfelves Reputation, do 
dcvifc Caufes of Difference where no need is, divining 
of things future which prove to the Prejudice of their 
own Prince. 

^0 win Confidence with Neigbbaurs. 

This 5s chiefly attained unto by being loved and 
honoured ; for thefe things do work fo many good 
Effefts, as daily Experience fufficeth, without any ex- 
prcfs Example to prove them of great Force. 

The Ways to win Love andTruft, is in all Aftibns 
to proceed jultly, and fometimes to wink at Wrongs, 
or fet afide unnecefTary Revenges ; and if any thing 
be done not juftifiable, or unfit to be allowed, as 
oftentimes it happeneth, there to lay the blame upon 
the Minifter, which muft be performed with fo great 
fhow of Revenge and Diffimulation by reproving 
and punilhing the Minifter, as the Princes oflFendea 
may be fatisfied, and believe that the Caufe of Un- 
kindnefs proceeded from thence. 

Now only it refteth that fomewhat ihould be feid 
touching Provifion, to the end the People may not 
be drawn into Defpair by Famine or extreme Dearth 
of Viftual, and chiefly for want of Corn, which is 
one principal Confideration to be regarded, accord- 
ing to the Italian Proverb, Pane in Piazza^ Giuftitia 
in Palazzo^ Jiverezzaper tut to : Whereunto I could 
wifh every Prince or fupreme Governor to be thus 
qualified, viz. Facile de audienza \ nonfacOede cre^ 
denza^ dejiofo de fpedition^ ejfemplare in coftunii propriiy 
(^ inquei de fua cafa tale cbevorra governor e^ e non 
ifjfer govemato da altro j he della raggiofte. 

CHAR 
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CHAP. xm. 

Obfervations confirmed by Authorities of Princes and 
' Principalities y charailering an excellent Prince or 
Governor. 

EVery good and lawful Principality is either E- 
leftive or Succefllve : Of them, Eleftion feemeth 
the more Antient ; but Succeflion in divers relpefts 
?he better : Minore difcrimine fumitur Princeps quam 
quicritur. Tacit. 

The chief and only Endeavour of every good 
Prince, ought to be the Commodity and Security of 
the Subjefts ; as contrarywife the Tyrant feeketh his 
own private Profit with the Oppreflion of his Peo- 
ple : Civium non fervitus fed tutela tradita eft, Sal. 

To the Perfedion of every good Prince, two 
things ^c neceflkrily required, viz. Prudence and 
Virtue ; the one to dired his Doings, the other to 
govern his. Life : Rex erisji reSie jeceris. Hor. 
. The fecond Care which appertaineth to a good 
)?rince, is to make his Subjeds like unto himfelf ; 
for thereby he is not only honoured, but they alfo 
the bettei- governed : Facile imperium in bonos. rlaut. 

Subjefts are made good by two Means, viz. by 
Conftriaint of Law, and the Prince's Example ; for 
in all Eftates, the People do imitate thofe Conditions 
whereunto they fee. the Prince incUned : ^i quid 
faciunt principeSj pr/ecipere videantur. Quintil, 

All Virtues be required in a Prince/but Juftice 
^nd Clemency are mrtft neceffary ; for Juftice is a 
Habit of doing things juftly, as well to himfelf as 
others, and giving to every one fo much as to him 
aj^rtaineth. This is that Virtue that preferveth 
Concord among Men, and whereof they be cal- 
led Good : Jus Cff aquifas vincula civitatum. Cic. 

* It 
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* It is the quality of this Virtue alfo to proceed 
equally and temperately ; it informeth the Prince 
not to furrharge the Subjedb with infinite Laws ; 
for thereof proceedeth the Impoverifhment of the 
Subjefts and the Inriching of Lawyers, a kind of 
Men which in Ages more antient, did feem of no 
Neceflity : Sine caujtdicis fatis falices dim fuere futu- 
raquefunt urbes. Sal. 

The next Virtue required in Princes is Clemency, 
being an Inclination of the Mind to Lenity and Com- 
paflion, yet tempered with Severity and Judgment ; 
this quality is fit for all great Perfonages, but chiefly 
Princes, becaufe their Occafion to ufe it is moft ; by 
it alfo the Love of Men is gained : ^id vuU r^- 
narcj languida regnet manu. Sen. 

After Clemency, Fidelity is expefted in all good 
Princes, which is a certain Performance and Ob- 
fervation of Word and Promife ; this Virtue fcem- 
cth to accompany Juftice, or is as it were the fame, 
and therefore moft fit for Princes : SanSiJ/mum 
generis humani bonum. Liv. 

As Fidelity foUoweth Juftice, fo doth Modefty 
accompany Clemency ; Modefty is a Temperature 
of Redbn, whereby the Mind of Man is Q} govern- 
ed, as neither in Adtion or Opinion he over-deem- 
eth of himfelf, or any thing that is his j a Quality 
not common in fortunate Folk ; and moft rare in 
Princes : Superbia commune nobilitatis malum, Sal. 

This Virtue doth alfo moderate all external De- 
monfcration of Infolence, Pride, and Arrogance, 
and therefore neceflary to be known of Princes, and 
all others whom Favour or Fortune have advanced : 
Imfnme fielicitati tu^e franoSy facilius illam reges* 
Curt. 

But 

• The Author of the Epidle Dedicatory to the Dutchefs of 
Suffoiky prefixed to Mr. Latimer* s Sermon, faith that Lawyers 
Covetoufnefs hath almofi devoured England, 
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But as Princes are to obferve the Bounds of 
Modefty, fo may they not forget the Majefly ap- 
pertaining to their flipreme Honour, being a certain 
reverend Greatnefs due to princely Virtue and royal 
State : A Grace and Gravity no lefs befeeming a 
Prince then Virtue itfelf ; for neither over-much 
Familiarity, nor too great Aufterity, ought to be 
ufed by Princes : Facilitas autoritatemj fe^eritas amo^ 
rem minuit. Tac. 

To thefe Virtues we may apply Liberality, which 
doth not. only adorn, but highly advance the Ho- 
nour due to Princes j thereby aifo the Good-will of 
Men is gained ; for nothing is more fitting a Prince's 
Nature then Bounty, the fame being accompanied 
with Judgment, and performed according to the 
Laws of LiberaUty : Perdere mtdti fciunt^ donare 
nefciunt. Tac, 

It fcemeth alfo that Prudence is not oply fit, but 
alfo among other Virtues neceflary in a Prince ; for 
the daily Ufe thereof is in all human Adions re- 
quired, and chiefly in Matters of State and Govern- 
ment : Prudentia imperantis p'opria et unica virtus. 
AnSt. 

The Succefs of all worldly Proceedings doth Ihew 
that Prudence hath compaflfed the profpcrous Event 
of human Aftions, more than Force of Arms or 
other Power : Mens una fapiens flurium vincit manus. 
Eurip* 

Prudence is either natural, or received from 
others ; for whofo can counfel himfelf what is 
fit to be done, needeth not the Advice of others : 
But they that want fuch Perfedtion, and are never- 
thelefs capable, and are willing to know what others 
inform, ought to be accounted wife enough : Lau- 
datiffimus eft qui cun£ta videbit^ fed laudandus eft is 
£ui farct reStl monenti. Hefiod, ' 

C H A ?, 
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CHAR XIV, 

Of the Princess intimaie CounfeUors and Miniflers tf 
State^ with fbeir feveral Requifites. 

ALBEIT the excellent Spirit of fomc Princes 
be fuch as doth juftly dcferve the higheft 
Commendation ; yet for that every Courfe of Lifd 
needeth theAid of Men, and the Mind of one cannot 
comprehend the infinite Care appertaining to pub^ 
lick Affairs; it behoveth Princes to be afliued r 
Magna negotia adjutoribus egent. Tac. 

Thefe Affiftants may be properly divided into 
CounfeUors and Minifters ; the one to advife, the 
other to execute : without Counfel, no Kingdom^ 
no State, no private Houfe can (land ; for Expe- 
rience hath proved that Common- weals have prof- 
pered fo long as good Counfel did govern \ but 
when Favour, Fear, or Voluptuoufiiefs enteredf 
thofe Nations became diforderod, and in the End 
fubjeft to Slavery ; ^iddamfacmm profeiio tfi con^ 
fuUatio. Plato. 

CounfeUors are Men fpecially felefted to give 
Advice to Princes or Common-wealths, as wcU in 
Peace as in War : The chief Qualities required in 
fuch Men, are Fidelity and Knowledge, which two 
concurring do make them both good and wife^ 
and confequently fit for Counfel : Prudentis p-o- 
frium munus reSte confulere. Arift. 

The Eledtion of CounfeUors is, and ought to be 
chiefly among Men of long Experience, and grave 
Years : for as Youth is fitteft for Aftion in refpedi 
of corporal Strength ; fo elder Folk having felt the 
Force of every Fortune, and obferved the Courfe 
of worldly Proceedings, do feem moft nieet for 
Confultation : Conjilia fenum^. fa£ta juvenum. Plato« 

Albeit we fay, that the ExceUency of Wifdom 
Ihould be in CounfeUors j yet do we not require 

fo 
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ib quick and fiery a Conceit as is more apt for 
Innovation than orderly Government: Hebetiores 
judm acutiores melius Remp. adminiftrant. Thucyd. 

To Fidelity and Experience we wifh that our 
Counfellors fliould be endued with Piety, Liberty, 
Gonftancy, Modefty, and Silence ; for as the Aid 
and Afliftance of God, is that which governeth all 
good Counfels, fo Liberty of Speech, and magna- 
nimous uttering of what is good and fit, is necef- 
fary in Counfellors. Likewife to be conftant and 
not to vary in Opinion, either for Fear or Favour, 
is very commendable : Alfo, as Modefly in giv- 
ing Counfel efcheweth all Offences, and gaineth 
Good-will ; fo Secrecy is the bcft and mod fecure 
Means to govern all publick Affairs : Res magna 
luftineri nonpojfunt ab eo qui tacere nequit. Curt. 

The firft Obftacle to good Counfel is Pcrtinacy, 
or Opiniativenefs, a Condition far unfit for Coun- 
fellors ; yet fome Men are fo far in love with their 
own opiniaftre Conceits, as that they cannot pa- 
tiently endure Oppofition •, Secondly, Difcord muft 
from Counfellors be removed, becaufe private Of- 
fence many times impeacheth publick Proceedings ; 
Thirdly, Afieftion is an Enemy to Counfel, the 
ame being commonly accompanied with Anger, 
/^Therewith nothing can be rightly or confiderately 
ione; Laftly, Avarice feemeth a Vice worthy to be 
ibhorred of all Counfellors, becaufe it driveth away 
x>th Fidelity and Honefty, the principal Pillars ctf 
ill good Counfel : Pejfimum veri affeilus (ff judicii 
venerium^ utilitas. Tac. 

To good Counfel other Impediments there ar^ 
wrhich Iquare not with Wifdom ; for all crafty and 
hazarding Counfels do feem in the Beginning likely 
tt> fucceed *, but afterwards, and chieffy in the End, 
do prove hard and of evil Event. It therefore fecm-» 
eth behoveful to be wary ia refolving, and bold in 

exccut- 
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executing : Animus vereri quifcitj fcit tuto aggre£. 
Pub. 

Another Let to good Confultation is immoderate - 
Defire, which every wife Man muft endeavour to — 
reftrain : Cupiditate pauca reSfe fiunt^ circumfpeSHont^ 
flurima. Thucyd. 

Thirdly, Hafte is an Enemy to good Delibera — 
tion, for whofo greedily defireth any thing, pro — 
ceedeth raftily, and ralh Proceeding endeth ever — 
in Repentance : Scekra imfetUy bona con/ilia mor^ 
valefcunL Tac, 

Of Ministers of State. 

Having already fpoken of Counfellors, fome- 
what is to be fpoken of Minifters ; I mean thofe 
that either pubhckly or privately ferve the Prince 
in any Fundtion. In choice of which Men, Care 
muft be had ; Firft, that they be Perfons honeftly 
born, for no Man defcended of bafe Parentage may 
be admitted, unlels in him be found fome noble 
and excellent Vertue : Optimus qui/que Nobiliffimus. 
Plato. 

Secondly, they ought to be of honeft Con- 
dition, and of good Fame \ for that Commonweal 
is better and more fecure, where the Prince is not 
gpod, than is that where his Minifters are evil. 
It feemeth therefore that Minifters fhould be Men 
of good QuaUty and blamelefs : Emitur fola virtute 
potefias. Claud. 

Thirdly, Confideration is to be had of their Ca- 
pacity and Fitnefs for that Fun6tion wherein they 
are to be ufed -, for as fome Men are apt for Learn- 
ing, fo others are naturally -difpofed to Arms. 
AMb, it is neceflary that every one fquare with the 
Office whereunto he is appointed, in which Matter 
fome Princes have ufed great Caution ; fbr as they 
little liked of Men excellent, fo they utterly deteft- 
cd the Vicious j the one they doubted to truft in 

regard 
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regard of themfclves, the other were thought a pub- 
lick Indignity to the State* Wife Men have therefore 
refolved that thofe Wits which are neither over- 
haughty and Angular, nor they which be bafe or dull, 
are fitteft for Princes Secrets and Services ; howib-. 
ever we may fay with Tacitus : Nefcio quomodo Aulica 
bac comitia affeilus dirigit^ (^ fato quodam ac forte naf- 
cendiy ut catera^ it a principium inclinatio in hos^ offenjio 
in illos eft. Tac. 

And becaufe the Courfc and Quality of Men's 
Lives ferving in Court, is of all other the moft un- 
certain and dangerous, great Heed and Circumfpeftion 
ought therein to be ufed^, for whofo ferveth negligent- 
ly, forgetting the dutiful Endeavours appertaining to 
the Place, feemeth to take a Way of no good Speed. 
^anto quis obfequio promptiory tanto honoribus ^ epibus 
extollitur. Tac. 

It fliall alfo become fuch a Man to look well unto 
his own Profit, and behave himfelf rather boldly than 
baflifully : Malus minifier Regit imperii pudor. Sen. 

To be modeft, and clofely to handle all Aftions, 
is alfo a Courfe well befeeming a Courtier ; neither 
fhall he do well to attribute any good Succefs to his 
own Virtue or Merit, but acknowledge all to proceed 
from the Prince's Bounty and Goodnefs, by which 
means. Envy is efchewcd, and the Prince not robbed 
of his Honour : Hac eft conditio Regumy ^afus tantum 
adverfos bomimbus tribuant^ fecundos virtutijua, Prov, 
Emped. 

And to conclude thefe Precepts fummarily, I fay it 
behoveth all Minifters and Servants in Court to be 
patient, wary, and of few Words : Fmudum fedes 
Aula. Sen. 
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CHAP. XV. 

The An of Rulingy or My/iery of Regiment. 

TO govern, is a certain Skill how to comman«::3 
and continue Subjeds in due Obedience, fo a-S 
ofFend they ought not^ or if they will they cannot 5 
wherein two fpecial Things are to be confidered, viz:^^ 
the Nature of Men, and the Nature of the State 5 
but firft the Condition of the Vulgar muft be well coa- 
ceived : Nofcenda natura vulgiy £5? qui^ modis tcmfe- 
ranter babeatur. Tac. 

The Difpofition of Men is divers -, fome are^apt to 
Anger, fome are hardy,, fome fearful; it therefore 
behoveth the Prince to accommodate his Government 
to the Humour of the People whom he governeth : 
Principis ejt virtus maxima nojfefuos. Mart. 

Likewifc the Nature of Commonweals is mutable 
and fubjeft to change, and Kings are not only ac- 
companied with Fortune, but alfo followed with Hate, 
which breedeth a continual Diftdence, chiefly towards 
thofe that are neareft to Majefty : Sufpe£lus femper invi- 
fufque dominantibus quifquis proximus deflinatur. Tac. 

Moreover the vulgar Sort is generally variable^ rafh> 
hardy, and void df Judgment : Ex opijiionCy multa ex 
veritatc paiica judicat. Cic. 

To^' ponfirm a Government, Force and Anns are 
of griiteft NecefTity •, by Force, I mean the Guards 
an4 Arms which Princes ufe for their Defence or Or- 
nament : fifliks in foroy Miles in curia principem comi^ 
t4ri debet. Tac. 

i To this may be added Fortification and ftrong 
^uildings, in thefe Days much ufed by new Princes, 
and others alfo to whom People yield not wiUing 
Obedience. In ancient Times, Princes planted Colo- 
nies, as well to fupprefs Rebellion in conquered Couii- 
tries, as to front fufpefted Neighbours: Colonize 
vera fedes fervitutis, Tac. 

The 
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The Government of Princes is alfo greatly increafed 
by a Virtue, which I call a commendable AfFeftion 
in Subjefts, proceeding of Love and Authority : 
Thefc Effefts do grow from the Prince's own Merit, 
but their Being Uveth in the Mind of the People ; / 
this Love is gained by Lenity, Liberality, and Mercy; v 
yet is every of them to be tempered : Nee aut reve-- 
rentiam terrore^ aut amorem humtlitate. captabis. Plin. 

Affedbion is alfo no way fooner won than by Libe- 
rality, the fame being ufed with Judgment and Mode- 
ration : Bellorum fociiSy pericukrum confortibusj Jive de 
te hem acfortiter meritis. Sgi. 

By Indulgence likewife, and Princely Affability, the 
Love of Men is gained ; for the Multitude defire no 
more than neceflary Food, and Liberty to ufe ordi- 
nary Recreations : Vulgo^ Jicut pueris^ omne ludicrum in 
pretio eft. Sen, 



CHAP. XVI. 

Of Princely Authority \ wherein it conjifts^ and bow far 

to be extended and delegated. 

Authority is a certain reverend Impreffion in the 
Minds of Subje6ls and others touching the 
Prince's Vutue and Government -, it refteth chiefly in 
Admiration and Fear: Ingenita quibufdam gentibus 
erga reges fuos veneratio. Curt, 

Authority confifteth in three Things*, viz. the Form 
of Government, the Strength of the Kingdom, and 
the Condition of the Prince ; for in them all Reputa- 
tion and Security refteth : Majeftas imperii^ falutis tu- 
tela. Curt. 

Whofo defireth to govern well, it behoveth him to 
ufe Severity, Conftancy, and Reftraint ; for over- 
much Lenity introduceth Contempt, and certain Hope 
of Impunity ; the Condition of Men being fuch as 
cannot be rcftrained by Shame, yet it is to be com- 
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mandcd by Fear : Sahtaris feveritas vincit inanm 
fpeciem dementiie. Cic. 

Yet ought Severity to be ufed with great Refped: 
and fparingiy^ becaufe over-great Terror brecdcth 
Defperation : Pana ad paucos^ metus ad omms ferve- 
niat. Cic. 

To govern conlbmtly, is nothing elfe but to con- 
tinue the old and ancient Laws in Force without 
Change or Innovation, unlefs exceeding great Com- 
modity or urgent Neceflity fhall fo require ; for where 
extreme Punilhments are ufed, Reformation is always 
needful : Nocet interdum prifcus rigor 6? nimia feveri- 
tas. TaCe 

Alfo to reftrain Authority is a Matter of great Ne- 
ceflity, and worthy a wife Prince ; elfe he makcth 
others Partakers of the Honour and Power to himfelf 
only due, the fame being alfo dangerous : Periculo- 
fum privati bominis nomen fupra (immb ^ juxta) prin- 
cipes extolli. Tac. 

It feemeth a!fo perilous that great Authority given 
to private Men fhould be long ; for thereby oftentimes 
they are made infolent and apt to Innovation : Liber- 
tatisfive principatns magna cujiodia ejij Ji magna imperia 
diutuma effe nonjinas. Liv. 

Authority is aJfo reinforced and enlarged by Power, 
without which no Prince can either take from others 
or defend his own : Parum tut a fine viribus majejtas. 
Liv* 



CHAP. xvn. 

Of Power and Force^ and bow to be raifed and 

maintained. 

EOWER and Strength is attained by thefe five 
Ways: Money, Arms, Counfel, Friends, and 
uine 5 but of thcfc the firft and moft forcible is 

Money : 
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Money : Nihil tarn muni f urn quod non expugnari pecu^ 
nid pojjit. Cic. 

Next to Money; Arms are of moft ufe, as well to de- 
fend as to offend ; to keep, as to conquer j for of- 
tentimes Occafion is to be offered as well to take from 
others, as to hold what is our own : Sua retinere pri- 
vat a eft domus^ de alienis cert are Regia laus eft. Tac. 

Alfo of great and neceffary Ufe is CounfeU to de- 
vife how Arms ought to be employed or enforced : 
Arma concilio tempei'anda. Tac. 

Likewife, Friends and Confederates do greatly in- j 
creafe the Virtue of Power, the fame being fuch as ' / 
have both Wit and Ability to aid : In - caducum parie- 
tern ne inclina. Adr. 

The laft, yet not the leaft Part of Power, confifl- 
etli in Fortune; whereof daily Experience may be feen: 
for the Succefs of all human Adions feem rather to 
proceed from Fortune than Virtue : Omni ratione po- 
tentior fortuna. Curt. 

To thefe Particularities concerning Power, we may 
add the Qualities of the Prince, which greatly grace 
his Authority ; thefe are partly internal, and partly 
external : By the one I mean the Virtues of the Mind, 
by the other a certain feemly Behaviour and comely 
Gefture of the Body ; of the firft Kind I do fuppofe 
Piety and Providence to be the chief, for Piety mak- 
sth a Prince venerable, and like unto God : Oportet 
principem res divina^ videri curare ferib (sf ante omnia. 
Arift. 

Providence is a Forecaft, and likely Conjedure of 
Things to come, fuppofed to be in thofe Princes that 
in their A6lions proceed flowly and circumfpedly ; 
it feemeth alfo a Courfe of princely Difcretion to be 
retired, and not ordinarily to converle with many : Au^ 
tmtatem abfentid tiieare. Suet, 
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CHAP. xvra. 

OfConfpiracj and Treafani with tbeCaufes mdWajs 

of Prevention or Difcovery. 

C3n(piraqr is commonly addrefled to the Prince's 
Peribn; Treafons are addrefled againft his Govern- 
ment, Authority, Country, Subjeds, or Places of 
Strength. Thefe Mifchiefs are eafily feared, but hard- 
ly efchewed j for albeit open Enemies are openly 
encountered, yet Fraud and Subtlety are fecret Foes, 
and confequcntly not to be avoided : Occulta pericuk 
neque pra^idere neque vitare in promptu eft. Sallufb. 

The Danger of Confpiracy proceedeth of divers 
Caufes, as Avarice, Infidelity ot Subjefts, Ambition 
in Servants, and Corruption in Soldiers, therefore 
with great Difficulty to be avoided : Vit^e tua dom- 
nus efty quifquis fuam contempfit. Sen. 

Notwithftanding it feemeth that either by Inquifi- 
tion, Punifhment, Innocency, or DefUny, die evil 
AfFedion of Men may be oftentimes difcftvered : 
I. For whofo will curioufly inquire and confider 
the Aftions and ordinary Speeches of Men (I mean 
thofe that be Perfons of Honour and Reputation) 
may oftentimes vent the Mine that lurkcth in the 
Minds, ^oniam rarb niji male loquuti nuUefaciunt. 
Lipf. 

2. Punifhment is likewife a thing fo terrible, that 
the Confideration thereof, with the Hope of Re- 
ward, doth often difcover thofe dangerous Intentions: 
Cruciatu aut pramio cunSta pervia funt. Tac. 

But as it isT Wifdom in Princes to give Ear to In- 
formers, fo are they not always to be believed ; for 
Hope, Envy, Hate, or fome other Paflion, oftentimes 
draw them to fpeak untruly: ^is innocens effe poteft 
Ji accufare fufficit ? Tac. 

3. The third and likelieft Defence againft Confpira 
cy, is the Prince's own Innocency j for never having 

injured 
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injured any Man, it canHot be thought there liveth 
any Subjeft fo lewd as will endeavour to hurt him : 
FideliJJima cujiodia princips ipjiiis innoCentia, Pl.in. 

4. The laft and beft Bulwark to withftand the Force 
of this Mifchief, we call Deftiny ; which proceeding 
from the Fountain of divine Providence, may be 
truly called the Will of God ; in whofe Power it 
refteth to prote£t and defend good Princes : Ilk erit 
a latere tuo^ £5? cujtodiet pedem tuum ne capiaris. Pfal. 

Treafons are mod comnaonly enterprized by co- 
vetous Perfons, who preferring private Front before 
Fame or Fidelity, do not tear to enter into any im* 
pious Adion : To this Humour ambitious Men, 
diflentious, and all fuch as be defirous of Innovation, 
are inclined : Pukra loquentes iidem in peBore prava 
Jiruentes. Horn, 

To thefe Offenders no Punifhment equal to their 
impious Merit, can be devifed, being Perfons odious as 
^well to Friends as Foes : Pr^ditor-es elicun in quos antepo- 
9iunt^ inviji funt. Tac« 



CHAP. XIX. 

Of publkk Hate and Contempt^, zvith the Ckcafions and 

Means to redrefs and avoid it, 

HAving briefly touc&ed the Virtues acid Means 
whereby Princes are maintained in Authority 
and Honour, let foniefhing be faid of the Caufes from 
whence their Ruin ttotb proceed -, the chief whereof 
feemeth to be Hate and Contempt : Hate cometh of 
Fear, which the more common it is, the more dan- 
gerous. Nulla vis imperii t ant a eji^ qua premente metH 
poffit ejfe diutuma. Cic, 

The; Caufes of Fear arc Puniftiments, Impofitions, 
and Rigour ; and therefore it behoveth a Prince not 
only to fhun them, but to efchew thofe Adions where- 
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by he may reafonably incur their Sufpicion : Sentias 
enim homines ut metuant aut oderinty non minus opinione 
i^ famay quam cert a aliqua ntime moveri. Cic. 

Yet Punifhment, Impofition, and Cenfure, are in all 
States neceflary, although they fhew and feem terrible, 
and confequently breed a certain Defperation in Sub- 
jects, unlefs they be dilcreetly and modeftly ufed ; for 
extreme and frequent Punifhments tafte of Cruelty ; 
great and many Imports favour of Covetoufnefs •, Cen- 
fure of Manners, when it exceedeth the quality of Of- 
fences, doth feem Rigour in thefe Matters ; therefore 
it behoveth the Prince to be moderate and cautelous^ 
chiefly in capital Punifhment, which muft be confined. 
within the Bounds of Juftice : Sit apud principem par- 
fimonia etiam vilijjimi fanguiitis. Sen. 

But if for Security fake the Prince be forced to pu- 
nifh, let the fame be done with Ihew of great Sorrow 
and Lothnefs : Tanquam invitus^ 6? magno cum tarmento 
ad cafiigandum veniat. ?i^^. 

Let all Punifhments alfo be flowly, executed ; for 
they that are haflily punifhed do feem to have been 
willingly condemned ; neither ought any capital Pu- 
nifhment to be inflifted, but only that which is pro- 
litable to the Commonweal, and for Example fake* 
I^on tarn ut ipft pereawt^ quam ut alios pereundo deter^ 
reant. Sen. 

In punifhing alfo, a fpecial Refpedt mufl be had, 
that no Shew of Content or Pleafure be taken therein. 
Forma rabiei eft fanguim tf? vulneribus gaudere. Sen, 

Alfo in punifhing,Equality mufl be obferved,and the 
Nature of the Punifhment according to the Cuftom. 
Nee eifdem de cauft$ alii ple5lantury alii ne appellentur 
quidem. Cic. 

But in punifhing public Offences, wherein a Mul- 
titude have part, the Execution ought to be otherwife, 
and as it were at an Inflant, which may haply feem 
terrible j but in effeft is not. Frequens vindi^a pau^ 
cCTWn odium reprimit^ omnium irritat. Sen. 

Another 
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Another Means to fatisfy a People offended, is to 
punifli the Minifters of Cruelty, and with their Blood 
to wafli away the common Hatred. Piaculares publicil j 
odii viSiim^e. Plin. By this King David did appealed 
the Gibeonites, 

The next Caufe of Difcontent cometh of Impofi- 
tions, under which Word is comprehended all Levies 
of Money, a Matter nothing pleafing to People, as 
that which they efteem equal to their own Lives. 
Pecunia anima ^ fanguts eft mortalibus. Plaut. 

Firft, to remove Hate conceived of this Caule, 
there is nothing better than publick Expoftulation of 
Neceffity : for what Commonwealth or Kingdom can 
be without Tributes ? Nulla quies gentium Jine armis^ 
tiec arma Jine ftipendiis^ necftipsndia fine tributis haberi 
queunt. Tac. 

Tfte fecond Remedy againft Hate for Impofiticns, 
is to make moderate Levies and rare. For as Tiberius 
the Emperor was wont to fay, a Sheep (hould be 
fleeced, not flead. ^i nimis emungity elicit favgui- 
nem. Tac. 

Thirdly, alfo to efchew the Offence of People, it 
behoveth the Prince to have a vigilant Eye on Infor- 
mers, Promoters, and fuch fifcal Minifters, whofe Cru- 
elty and covetous Proceedings do oftentimes occafion 
great Hate ; but this Mifchief may be, though hardly, 
encountered, either by chufing honefl Officers, or 
(proving otherwife) not only to remove them, but to 
life them as Spungcs. Exprimendi pqftquam biberint. 
Suet. 

In all Impofitions or Taxations, no Cruelty or 
Force ought to be ufed, the fecond Caufe to kindle 
Hate, and to meet with that Mifchief; nothing is 
better than to proceed moderately, and without Extre^ 
mity. Ne boves ipfos^ nunc agroSy pcftre^nd corpora fer* 
vitio aut posn^ tradant, Tac. 

The fourth Remedy is the Prince's own Parfimony, 
not giving fo largely to private Perfons, as thereby to 
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be forced to take from the Multitude. Magn^ opes mn 
iam mult a capiendo ^ quam baud tnulta ferdendo^ quaruntur. 
Maecenas. 

The laft Help againft Hate, is in Taxation to proceed 
equally, indifferently, and without Favour or Relpedj 
and that the Affeffors of Taxes may be eledfced of the 
meaner fort of People. Populus maximamfdem rerum 
fuarutn babes. Tac. 

Touching Cenfure, which we numbered amongft the' 
Caufes whereof Hate is conceived, much needeth not 
to be fpokcn, becaufe the fame is difcontinued, or rather 
utterly forgotten ; yet doth it feem a Thing neceflary, 
being a certain Obfervation and Controulment of fuch 
evil Manners, and Diforders, as were not by Law cor- 
rigible 5 thefe Officers were by the Romans called Ma- 
gifiri pudoris £2? modeJii4e, Liv. 

To the Fun6tion of Cenfures, thefe two Things were 
anciently fubjeft. Manners and Excefs; under Manners 
I comprehend Wantonnefs, Drunkennefs, Dicing, 
Brawling, Perjury, and all fuch Lewdnefs as Modefty 
condemneth. Thefe Diforders were anciently punijDhed 
by the Difcretion of Cenfors in all Ages and Sexes, to 
the end that Idlenefs might be generally avoided. Uni- 
verfa flebs ifobeat negotiafua^ quibus a malo publico deti- 
neatur. Sallufl. 

Excefs includeth Riotoufnefs, Expence of Money, 
prodigal Houfe-keeping, Banqueting, and Superfluity 
in Apparel, which Things are the Mothers of many 
Mifchiefs. It alfo feemeth in fome fort perilous to the 
Prince, that the Subjeft fhould exceed either in Co- 
veting or Confuming. Nemo nimis excedatj frue amcO" 
rum copid^ Jrve opum. Arift. 

The Punifhment inflifted upon thefe forts of Of- 
fenders, were either Ignominy, or pecuniary Punifb- 
ments. Cenforis judicium damnato mbil affert nift rubo^ 
rum. Tac. 

The firft and chiefeft Means to remove thefe Incon- 
vcniencies, is the Prince's own Example, whofe Life 

being 
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being well ccnfured, eafily reducedi others to Orden 
Vita principis cenfura perpetua. Plin. 

Secondly, Thofe Diforders may be taken away 
without Danger, if the Cenfures do proceed by degrees 
and leifurely ; for the Nature of Man may not fud- 
denly be altered. Vitia quadam tollit facilius princeps^ 
fi eorumjii pattens. Sen. 

Thefe are the chiefeft Rules whereby to efchew 
Hate ; but impoffible it is for any Prince or Mihifter 
utterly to avoid it -, for being himfelf good, he incur- 
reth the. Offence of all bad Folk : if he be evil, good 
Men will hate him ; this Danger therefore wife and 
virtuous Princes have little regarded; becaufe Hate 
may be gained as well by good as evil Doing. Odia 
qui nimium timet^ regnare nefcit. Sen. 

One other Means to remove this Error is, to reward 
the good and well-deferving Subjects ; for no Man can 
think him cruel, that for Love to Virtue ufeth Au- 
ftcrity ; which will appear when he beftoweth bounti- 
fully to the good. Frd^mio ^ pa:na Refpublica contine- 
tur. Solon, 

The other Vice which endangereth the State of 
Princes, we call Contempt •, being a certain bafe and 
vile Conceit, which entereth into the Subjefts, Stran- 
gers, or Servants, of the Prince and his Proceedings ; 
for the Authority of a King may be refembled to the 
Powers of Man's Mind, whereunto the Hands, the 
Feet, the Eyes, do by Confent obey. Vires imperii in 
confenfu obedientiumfunf. Liv. 

. The Caufes of Contempt do proceed chiefly from 
the Form of Government, Fortune, or the Prince's 
Manners •, the Form of Government becometh con- 
temptible, when the Prince defying to be thought 
merciful, ruleth rather pitifully than juftly : which 
manner of Proceeding, taketh away all Reverence in 
the People, and in lieu thereof entereth Liberty, or at 
Icaft a certain Boldnefs to offend. Facultas faciendi 

quod 



y6 The Cabinet-Council.' 

quod cuilibet vifum^ non pot eft eomprimere ingenitamjingtir 
lis hominibus pravitatem. Tac, 

Alfo to be mutable, irrefolute, light and inconfi- 
derate in beftcwing the Honours and Offices of State, 
maketh the Prince contemptibk. ^i prafentibus 
fruitufy nee in longius confultat. Arift. 

But if Contempt be caufed by Fortune, or as may 
be faid more reasonably, by Deftiny, and that thofe 
Friends do fail, who ought in Duty to defend the 
Prince and his Authority, then is there fmall Hope to 
efchew Contempt, Fato obnoxia virtus. Plaut. 

The Prince's Manners do breed Contempt, when he 
yieldeth his AfFeftions to Senfuality and Sloth, or if he 
incur the Sulpicion of Simplicity, Cowardice, or any 
fuch Vice, unworthy the Dignity he beareth : Com- 
mon People do fometimes alfo difefteem the Prince for 
external and light Caufes, as Deformity of Perfon, Sick- 
nefs, or fuch like. Mos vulgi eft^ fortuita fsf externa ad 
eulpam trahere. Tac. 



CHAP. XX. 

Of Diffidence and Diffimulation in the Management of State 

Affairs. 

ALbeit Roundnefs and Plain-dealing be moft wor- 
thy Praife, chiefly in private Perfons ; yet be- 
caufe all Men in their A6tions do not fo proceed, it 
behoveth wife Men and Princes above others, at oc- 
cafions to fcmble and diflemble \ for as in all A6ti* 
ons a Prince ought to be flow and advifed ; fo in Con- 
fent and Believing, Hafl:e and Facility is moft danger- 
ous ; and though Credulity be rather an Error than a 
Fault, yet for Princes it is both unfit and perilous. 
Wherefore it importeth them to be defended with this 
Caution, Nihil credendoy atque omnia cavendo. Cic* 

Not- 
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Notwithftanding he muft not ihew himfelf diffident 
or diftruftful utterly ; but as I wilh he Ihould not over- 
flightly believe all Men, fo ought he not for finall 
Caufes diftruft every Man : Muliifalkre docuerunty dum 
timentfalli. Sen. 

Diflimulation is as it were begotten by Diffidence^ ^^ 
a Quality in Princes of fo great Neceffity, as moved 
the Emperor Tiberius to fay, Nefcit regnarCj qui nefcit 
dijfvmulare. 

The Neceffity of Diffimulation, is chiefly to be ufed^ 
with Strangers and Enemies : it alfo iheweth a certain 
Dilcretion in Magiftrates, fometimes to difguife with 
Friends when no Oflfence doth thereof follow: Doli non 
funt doliy niji aftu colas. Plaut. 

This kind of Craft albeit in every Man's Conceit not 
praifable, is neverthelefs tolerable ; and for Princes and / 
Magiftrates (the fame being ufed to good Ends) very 
neceflary. But thofe Cunnings which are contrary to 
Virtue, ought not of honeft Men to be ufed j neither 
dare I commend Adulation and Corruption, though 
^ey be often ufed in Court, and are of fome learned 
^Writers allowed : Deciperepro moribus temporum^ pru- 
Jientia eft. Plin. 

By great Subtilty and Frauds contrary to Virtue and 
Piety, I mean Perjury and Injuftice, which though aU 
Men in Words deteft, yet in Deeds are ufed of many, 
perfuading themfelves by Civillations and Sophiftica- 
tions to excufe the Impiety of their falfe Oaths : as it 
is written of Lyfandtr : Pueros talis, viros juramentis fir- 
cumvenirefolebaf, Plut. 
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CHAP. XXL 

Of War Defenfive and Invajhe : with Ifjfiruffions 
touching • Laws of ArmSy Soldiers^ and MiUtarj 
Difcipline. 

THE Art Military is of all other Qualities moft 
neceffary for Princes ; for without it they can- 
not be defended -, Force of Men only fufficeth not, 
unleft the fame be governed by Council, and martial 
Wifdom : Duo fun f quibus reff. fervatur \ in hofies forti- 
tudo^ Cff domi Concordia. Tac. 

Military Knowledge concemeth War, and every 
War is either Foreign or Domeftical : Touching Fo- 
reign, it muft be confidered when it muft be begun, 
how to continue it, and when to be ended •, to begin 
War, a Prince is to take heed that the Caufe be juft, 
and the Enterprize advifedly entered into : Sunt enim 
y belH ficut pacisjura^ jufteque ea non minus acfortiter 
gerere debes. Liv. 

The Laws of Arms, are in all Commonweals to be 
duly obierved : for to enter Fight rafhly and without 
Refpedt to Reafon, were beaftly ; alfo to kill or flay 
would work no better Effeft, than that all Nations 
fhould without Mercy murther one another : Barbaro 
riiu cadem cade^ £5? fanguinem fanguine expiare. Sal. 

No War therefore is to be made, but fuch as is juft. 
And in every juft War thefe three Things are to be 
looked into, (viz) that the Author be of Authority, 
that the Caufe be good, and the End juft ; for in all 
States, the Prince, or they in whom the Sovereignty 
refteth, are the juft Authors of War : others have no 
fuch Authority : Si quis privatim fine publico fcitOy fa-^ 
ctmbellumvefecerity capitate efto. Plato. 

Wars are of two forts : Defenfive and Offenfive; the 
one to relift, the other to invade -, againft Defence no- 
thing can be faid, becaufe it is natural and neceflary : 

LJi 
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Efi non modo jujium fed etiam necejfarium cum vi vis illafa 
defenditur. Cic. 

Dcfenfive War is of two forts, either to defend 
thine own, or thy Friends -, for it is Reafon that every 
one ihould keep fecurely that which to him apper- 
taineth : and therewith alfo by Arms to defend the 
Liberty of Country, Parents, and Friends: Nullum 
helium d civitate fufcifiturj niji aut fro fide aut fro fa- 
lute. Cic. 

The Hke Reafon leadeth us to aflift and protect 
Friends ; for the common Obligation of human So^ 
ciety doth fo require : ^i enim non obfijiitjji poteji^ in- 
juria^ tarn efi in vitio^ quamji parent es aut fatriam^ aut 
Jocios deferat. Cic. 

Invafion is alfo juft and allowable, but not ever ; 
for whofo hath been robbed, or fpoiled of his Lands 
or Goods, may lawfully feek Repofleflion by Force : 
yet fo, as before any Fcwrce be ufed, he firft civilly feek 
Reftitution, wherein if Juftice be denied, then is the 
life of Arms neceflary : Jufium helium quihus necejjari- 
um ; £5? pia arma quihus nulla nifi in armis relinquitur 
Jpes. Liv. 

Likewife Invafion is lawful againft Barbarians, whole 
Religion and Impiety ought to be abhorred, chiefly if 
they be potent and apt to offend ; for the Caufc of 
fuch War is Compulfion and Suppreffion of Evil : Cut 
licentia iniquitatis eripitur^ utiliter vincitur. Auguft. 

Finally, To conclude this Matter of Invafion, I fay, 
jhat no Revenge^ no Defire of Honour or Empire, 
are any lawful Caufes of War ; but the Intent thereof 
ought to be diredted only to Defence and Security : For 
wife Men do take Arms to win Peace, and in Hope of 
Reft they endure Travel : Ita helium fufcipiatur ut ni- 
hil aliud quam pax quafita videatur. Cic. 

Having faid fomewhat ^ainft unjuft War, let ua 
fpeak of Temerity and unadvifcd War, an Enterprize 
worthy Difcommcndation: Ofnr^s helium fumtnt facile ^ 

^gerrime 
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^gerrime dejinunt ; nee in ejufdtm poteftate initium 
Jinis eft. Sal. 

A wife Prince therefore ought neither to undertaki 
any unlawful Invafion, nor without fober and matu 
Deliberation enter into any War, as he that is unwillin 
to offend, yet of Courage enough to defend : Ne^ 
provoces bellunij nee timeas. Plin. 

To make War, three Things are required ; Money, 
Men, and Arms ; and to maintain a War, Provifion 
and Council are needflil : Therefore a wife Prince, ht- 
fore he begins a War, doth carefully confider what 
Forces and Charge thereunto belongeth : Diu apparan- 
dum eft helium^ ut lincas melius. Pub. 

Above all other Provifions, Care muft be had, that 
Bread be not wanting ; for without it, neither Vifl*ory 
nor Life can be looked for : ^i frumentum necejfari- 
umque commeatum non praparat^ vincitur fine ferro. 
Vegetius. 

Laftly, it behoveth a Prince always to have Arms 
in rcadinefs, I mean Harnefs, Horles, Weapons, Ar- 
tillery, Engines, Powder, and every other Thing ne- 
cefTary either for Service on Horfe or Foot : We may 
add hereunto Ships, and Shipping of all forts, with 
every Furniture of Offence or Defence : For thefe 
Preparations make a Prince formidable, becaufe no 
Man dare do, or attempt Injury to that King or Peo- 
ple, where Preparation is ever ready to revenge : Siui 
deftderat pacem^ pr£parat helium. Calf. 

By Men we mean a Multitude of Subjects armed, 
trailed to defend or offend : Thefe are of two forts. 
Captains and Soldiers ; and Soldiers are either Footmen 
or Horfemen ; the one of great ufe in the Champain, 
the other in mountainous Places -, alfo for Defence or 
Aifault of Towns, or Grounds fortified moft nec^ffary, 
and confequently meet for Service in all Places, which 
moved Tacitus to fay, Omne in pedite robtir. Tac. 

For fudden Service, Horfes do feem moft meet, and 
the Execution of any Enterprize is by them mcfl 
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pcedily performed : Neverthekfs the Actions of Foot-' 
hen do feem more certainly executed, chiefly if they 
)c well armed, and (kilfuUy led ; for fo ExperiefiCC 
lath of late time proveci ; bcfides, that they are of lefs 
ixpence and of greater Number : In umverfum afii^ 
nanti plus inpedite robur. Tac. 

Having thus proved, that both tiorfe arid Foot be 
icceiKary ; kt us remember^ that unlefs they be fer- 
iriceable, great Numbers are to imall Purpofe : jk&»i* 
^ opus eft belloy nofi multis nominibus. Liv. 

To make Soldiers ferviceable, confifteth in good 
Choice and good Difcipline ; the one at this Day little 
regarded : Emunt militem^ non legunt, Liv. 

Soldiers ought to be elefted out of the moft honeft 
tod able Number of Bodies j and every Company 
compofed of Men known one to the other; for thereby 
they are made the more confident : But hereof is fmall 
heed taken ; for commonly they are Purgamenta urbi* 
umfuarum. Curt. 

Touching Difcipline, it feemeth that thereof the ex- 
ternal Form, and not the certain Subftance is obferved; 
For as in former Ages, Soldiers endeavoured to be 
virtuous and modcft, fo now they rather ftudy to ex- 
cel in Riot^ than in martial Knowledge: Exerckus 
lingua quam manu promptior, pradator efi fociis^ 6? ipfi 
fr^eda hojtium, Sal. 

For as much as Soldiers arc made good by EkftioA 
and Choice, it feemeth that the I'oundation and 
Ground of Service, confifteth in the Difcretion and 
Judgment of thofe that have Authority to make Elec- 
tion; yet wil] we add, that they muft be chofcn o£ 
natural Subjefts, for Strangers are covetous, and coflf- 
fequently corruptible; they are alfo mutinous and 
cowardly : Their Cuftom lixewife is to rob, burn, and 
^il both Friends and Foes, and to «onfume the 
prince's Treafure : OJfa vides regum vams exfu&a nu^ 
dullis. Juven. 

G But 



82 T^e Cabinet-Council. 

But the Native Soldier is faithful and obedient, rc- 
folute in Fight, loving to his Country, and loyal to 
his Prince : Gentes qua fub regibus Jiint^ pro JDeo co- 
lunt. Curt. 

Native Soldiers are of two forts, viz. They that 
be in continual Pay, and they that are trained ready to 
ferve, but do notwithftanding attend their own private 
Affairs, until they be called : The firft are for all 
Princes neceffary : In pace decus^ in bello pTiefidium. 
Tac. 

Of this fort no great Number ought to be, as well 
to efchew Diforder, as alfo to fave Expences. 
The fecond kind of Foot Soldiers are to be levied in 
Villages, as People more patient of Pains, and fit for 
the Wars ; yet fo judicioufly difpofed as the Citizens : 
Odio pr^efentium £5? non cupidine mutationis. Tac. 

Touching the Number of thefe extraordinary Sol- 
diers, that muft be referred to Difcretion : Bellum pa- 
rare^ Jimul £5? arario par cere. 

To conclude, I fay thefe Numbers of ordinary and 
extraordinary Foot, ought to be according to the 
number of the People, not inferting any Gentlemen ; 
for Service on Horfeback is to them only proper : 
Alas rufticis non tribuo ; in nobilitatem £2? in divites bac 
tpauperibus oner a inclines. Liv. 

The moft certain Notes whereby to conceive the 
Difpofition of Men fit to become Soldiers, are thefe 
five : The Country where they are born, their Age, 
proportion of Body, their Quality of Mind, and their 
.Faculty. Touching 

Firfl, The Country, it is a Thing apparently prov- 
ed, that .mountainous Regions, or barren Places, and 
Northern Habitations do breed Wits well difpofed to 
the War : Locorum afperitas hominum quoque ingenia 
durat. Curt. 

SeconHly, The Age moft apt for the War, was 
anciently obferved to be about eighteen Years, and fo 

the 
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the Romans ufed : Facilius eft ad virtutem inftruere novos 
militeSj quam revocare frateritos. Veget. 

Thirdly, The Stature of a Soldier ought to be ob- 

lerved : Marius liked beft the longeft Bodies ; Pyrrbus 

preferred large and well proportioned Men j but V^ 

^eiius in his Choice, rather efteems Strength than 

Stature : Utilius eft fortes milites ejfe quam grandes. V^et. 

Fourthly, the Mind or Spirit of a Soldier ought to 

be confidered, for that Mind which is quick, nimble, 

bold, and confident, feemeth apt for War : He is 

alfo of good Hope, that loveth Honour more than 

Eafe or Profit : In brief. Is qui nihil metuit niji tur^ 

pemfamam. Sal. 

Laftly, it is to be marked in what Art or Faculty 
a Man hath been bred : for it may be prefumed that 
Filhers, Fowlers, Cooks, and others, trained up in 
effeminate Arts, are unfit for martial Endeavour. 
And as thefe Men were in refpeft of their Trade, 
thought unmeet ; fo in old time. Slaves, and mafter- 
lefs Men were repulfed from Arms, as Perfons in- 
famous : Sed nunc tales fttciantur armis quales Domini 
habere faftidiunt. Veget, 

How Soldiers ought to be chofen, thefe few Words 
we have fpoken, may fuffice. Let us therefore fay 
fomewhat of Difcipline. Choice findeth out Soldiers, 
but Difcipline doth make and continue them fit for 
Service: Paucos viros fortes natura prccreat^ bcna in^- 
ftitutione plures reddat induftria. Veget. 

Difcipline is a certain fevere Confirmation of Sol- 
diers in their Valour and Virtue, and is performed by 
four Means, Exercife, Order, Compulfion, and Ex^- 
ample. The two firft appertain to Valour, the third 
to Virtue, the laft to both : But of Exercife, firft, I 
fay, that a Soldier being chofen, ought to be inform* 
ed in Arms, and ufed in Exercife arid Adtion ; the 
Word Exercitium importeth nothing eife : Exercitus 
diciturj quod melius Jit exercitando. Vajfrg, 
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Order confiftcth in dividing, difpofing, and placii^ 
of Men aptly at all Occafions to be commanded, as 
the Leaders ftiall diredt : This Matter requireth a 
large Difcourfe, and therefore I refer it to fkilful 
Captains and Writers, as Poh/biusy Vegetius^ De la 
Nonne^ and others. 

Compulfion and Correftion, b tKat which bridleth 
and governeth the Manners of Soldiers : For no Order 
can be obferved amongft them, unlefs they be con- 
tinent, modeft, and abftment ; for Continency is chiefly 
to be fhewcd in their Diet, and moderate Defires : 
Degenerat a robore ac virtute miles ajfuetudine volupta^ 
turn. Tac. 

The Modefty of a Soldier is perceived by his Words, 
Apparel, and Adions : For to be a Vaunter, or vain- 
glorious Boafter, is far unfit in him that profefleth 
Honour or Arms, feeing true Virtue is filent : Viri 
militia natiy faSlis magni^ ad verhrum lingu^eque or- 
tamina^ rudes. Tac. 

The Apparel of a Soldier (heweth Modefly, if 
therein he doth not exceed ; for albeit it fitteth 
well the Profefllon of Arms, to be well armed and 
decently apparelle<i ; yet all Superfluity favoureth of 
Ignorance or Vanity : Horridum militem ejfe decet^ mk 
delatum auro argent o^e^ fed ferro. Liv. 

Abftinence is alfo fit for all Soldiers, for thereby 
guided, they refrain from Violence, and Infolency ; 
by that Rule alfo they are informed to govern them- 
felv^s civilly in the Country where they ferve, and 
likewife in their Lodgings : Never taking any thing 
from the Owner, nor committing any Outrage : Vi- 
vant cum provincialibus jure civili^ nee infolefcat animus 
qui fe fenfit armatum. 

The laflMark of Difcipline we callctiExample, imder 
which Word is comprehended Reward and Punifhment: 
For Men are rewarded whenfoever they receive for any 
excellent or Angular Service, Honour, or Riches: 
And for Evil they have their due when they tafte the 
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Punifhment thcFeunto belonging : Necejfarium efi 
acrius ilk dimicet^ quern ad opes 6f dignitates or do militia 
£s? imptratoris judicium confuevit evebere. Veget. 

Likewife as Gold and Glory bclongcth to good and 
well defcrving Soldiers •, To Punifhment is due to thofe 
that be vicious and cowardly ; for nothing holdeth 
Soldiers in Obedience fo much as the Severity oi Dif- 
cipline : Mlites imperatorem poiius quam bojiem metuere 
debent. Veg. 



CHAP. xxn. 

Of Generals and Commanders^ and tbeir requijite AbiliHes 
in martial Enterprifes and Expeditions. 

OF Soldiers let this little fuffice; we will now fpeak 
of what Quality Chieftains and Leaders ought 
to be •, for upon them dependeth the Welfare of whole 
Annies : Militaris turba fine duce^ corpus fine fpiritu. 
Curt. 

A Chief or General in War, is either of his own 
Authority Chief, or a General that commandeth in 
the Name of another* Of the firft Sort are Empe- 
rors, Kings, and Princes ; of the other, be their 
Deputies., Lieutenants, Colonels, and indeed all ge- 
neral Commanders in the War : Now whether it be 
more expedient that the Prince Ihould command in 
Pcrfon or by Deputy, divers wife Men have diverfly 
thought, therefore it may be thus diftingiiilhed ; if 
the War do then only concern fome particular Part or 
Province, then may ihe fame be performed by a Lieu- 
tenant ; put if the whole Fortune of a Prince do 
thereupon depend, then is he to command in his own 
Perfon, and not otherwife: Dubiis bellorum exemptis 
fumnue irerum Csf imperii feipfum refervat. Tac, 

It therefore importeth the Prince fometimcs by his 
pwn Prtfencc, fometimes by his Deputation, to per* 
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form that Office : but however occafion Ihall require^ 
it ever behoveth that one only Commander ought to 
be ; (for Plurality of Chieftains doth rarely or never 
work any good EfFeft) yet with this Caution, that 
he be of Experience and wile : In belUca prafeSura 
major afpeSlus babendus peritia auam virtutis out mcrutn. 
Arift. 

1 lie Qualities required in a Chieftain, are thefe : 
Skill, Virtue, Providence, Authority, and Fortune. 
By Skill, we mean he Ihould be of great Knowledge, 
and long Experience ; for to make a fufficient Captain, 
the Information of others, or his own reading is not 
enough : j^/ norit quts ordo agminis^ qua cura exploan- 
d:^ c iicntus urgendo trahendove bello modus, Cic. 

Military Virtue is a certain Vigour or Force both 
of Body and Mind, to exercife Soldiers as well in feigned 
"War as to fight with the Enemy ; and fummarily a 
Captain ought to be Laboriofus in negotioj fortis in 
periculo^ induftrius In agendo^ celeris in conficiendo. Cic. 

Next to Virtue we placed Providence as neceflary 
in great Captains ; for being of fuch Wifdom they 
will not hazard nor commit more to Fortune than 
Neceffity (hall inforce ; yet true it is. Fools and vul- 
gar Folks that commend or difcommend Adlions ac- 
cording to Succefs, were wont to fay : CunSiatio fer- 
vilis •, Jiatim exequi^ Regium eft. But advifed and pro- 
vident Captains do think : ^emeritas pratcrquam quod 
fiulta^ eft etiam infelix. Liv. 

Albeit Providence be the beft Means of good Speed, 
yet fome Captains of that Quality and in Skill excel- 
ling, have been in their Adtions unlucky; when 
others of lefs Sufficiency have marvelloufly prevailed \ 
we may therefore reafonably fay with Cicero^ Siuod 
dim Maximo^ Marcello^ Scipionij Mmio & ceteris mag- 
nis Imperatoribus^ non folum propter virtutentj fed etiam 
propter fortunam fapius imperia mandata^ atc^ue exeV" 
cltus ejfe commijfas. Cic. 

Laftly, 
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Laftly, we wifhed Authority to be in Chieftains ; 
for it greatly importeth what Opinion or Conceit the 
Enemy hath of fuch a Governor, and likewife how 
much his Friends and Confederates do efteem him : 
but the chief and only Means to maintain Authority, 
is Aufterity and Terror : Dux autoritafem maximam 
feveritate fumat^ omnes culpas militares legibus vindkety 
nulli errantium credatur ignofcere. Veget. 

Alfo, Experience hath proved that fuch Chieftains 
as were affable and kind to their Soldiers, were much 
loved, yet did they incur a Contempt: but on the 
other fide thofe that commanded feverely and terribly, 
although they gained no Good-will, yet were they 
ever obeyed: Duxfacilis inutilis. App. 



CHAP. xxm. 

Of Councils in War^ and Direilions taHic and fir at age- 
matic^ with Advice bow to make an honourable Peace. 

AFter Men found and framed fit for the War, to 
fmall or no Purpofe fhall they ferve, unlefs 
they be employed by Wifdom or good Council : Non 
minus eft Imperatoris conftlio quam vi perficere. Tac. 

Council in War is of two So/ts ; direft Council and 
indired •, the firft (heweth a plain and orderly Courfe 
for proceeding, as to lay hold on Occafion : for as in 
all other human Actions, Occafion is of great Force : 
Occajio in hello folet amplius juvare quam virtus, Veget. 

As Occafions prefented are Means of good Succefs ; 
fo Fame worketh great Effedls in the Wars ; there- 
fore it behoveth a Captain to be conftant,' and not apt 
to believe the vain Rumours and Reports of Men : 
Male imperatur^ cum regit vulgus duces fuos. Sen. 

Confidence is alfo to be efchewed, for no Man is 
fooner furprifed, than he who feareth Icaft; alfo^ 
Contempt of the Enemy hath be^^n occafion of great 

G 4 Difcom- 



88 7be Cabinet-Council. 

Difcomfiturcs ; thercfoie as. a Captain ough^ not tQ 
fear, fo ihould he not contemn nis Enemy: Ninda 
fiduciafemper olmoxia. IEm\\. 

As Security, and over-much Eftimation of our owi^* 
Virtue or Valour is hurtful -, fo doth it import every 
;ood Captain to hp well informed, not only of his own 
'orces, out alfo of what Strength the Enemy is : 
Likewife, it )behoveth him' to know the Situation of 
the Country and the Qu^ity of the People, wit}i 
every other Circuniftafice. Morfover, th^ General*s 
Honour and Capacity pught to be Juiowji with the 
Condition and Nature of the Enemy : Impetus acrtf 
cunSl ati one languej cunt y aut inperfidiam mutantur. Tac, 

Temerity in War is alfo dangerous ; for wife Cap- 
tains were wont not to enterprife any thing without 
Deliberation and good Opportunity, unlefs they were 
thereunto by Neceflity intorced : In rebus afperis 6f 
tenui fpe^ fortijjima quajue con/tlia tutijfifna funt. 
Liv. 

Some wife Men, not fuperftitioufly but difcreetly, dp 
think prodigious Signs from Heaven or ofi Earth jtre 
not to be neglefted, neither are Dreams in tipie of 
War to be contemned : Nam amat henigmtas numinisj 
feu quod merentur homines^ feu quod tangitur eorum affee- 
tione^ bis quoque rationibus prodere qua impendent,. 
jEmil. 

A wife Captain will alfo wait Opportunities^ and fpy 
out fit Time when the Enemy is wearied \ or pretend- 
ing Fear, draw him into Danger ; which Advantages, 
with many other, are gainecf chiefly by obferving of 
Time : ^ia Ji in occqftonis momento^ cujus pr^etervolat 
fipportunitas cuniiatus paulum fueris^ fiequicquam mox 
cn.iffam qt^erere. Liv. 

Next tne Obfcrvation of Time, the Place is to be 
well confidered, whether it be for thine Advantage 
or thine Enemy's : AmpUus prodeft locus fat^ ^utm 
\irtus. Veget* ^ • * . - • f ^ 

Thirdly^ 
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Thirdly, It importeth much, that Men be well 
ordered, trained, and prepared for the Fight ; for the 
want of Art i$ caufe of many Difadventures, and 
many times a fmall Supply of choice Soldiers on 
Horfe-back or Foot, doth feem to the Enemy very 
terrible: Likewife, a fudden Shout or Conceit hath 
amazed a whole Army : Milites vanis fcf inanibusy ma^ 
gis quam jujlis formidinis caufis fnoventur. Curt. 

Fourthly, It were to good Purpofe, that in order- 
ing of Men for Fight, Soldiers of one Country or 
Nation, fliould be ranged together, and above all to 
forefee, that the leaft Lofs of Blood be among the 
natural Subjefts, and fo handle the Matter, that the 
ehief Slaughter light upon Strangers and Mercenaries : 
Ingens vlEtoria decus^ citra domejiicum fanguinem bel^ 
lanti. Tac. 

The General's own Courage and lively Difpofition 
to fight, will greatly animate the Multitude of Sol- 
diers 5 as a contrary Countenance or Appearance of 
Fear, will exceedingly maze and daunt : Necejfe eft ad 
fugam farati Jinty qui ducem fuum fentiunt defperare. 
Veget. 

It were alfo for thy great Advantage, that the 
Forces fhould be ordered for the Fight before the 
Enemy be prepared, 

Firft, For that thou may'ft the better perform what 
thou thinkeft fit to be done. 

Secondly, That thereby thine own Forces will there- 
of receive great Coun^, being readieft to aflail the 
Enemy, aiid to begin the Fight : Flus ammi eft infe^ 
renti periculufny quam prapulfanfi. Liv. 

After Viftory, it is not the bell Policy to execute 
th|5 Enemies with extreme Cruelty, but proceed mo- 
derately ; for it Ihall fuffice the Viftory is thine : 
Claujis ex defferatione crefcit audaeia^ fc? cum Jpei nihil 
ejty fumit afmaformido. Veget. 

Laftly, 
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Laftly, I would advife that the General Ihould be 
wary in his Aftions, and in every Enterprize to fruf- 
trate the Soldiers from Spoils and Pillage : S^tpe oblii- 
$it vincentibus pravum inter ipfos certameny omijfo boftc 
Jpolia confeilandi. Tac. 

Of direft Councils, let that we have laid fuffice. 
We will now fpeak of Councils indirect, commonly 
called by the GreekVf ord Stratagems or Subtile Pra^ices: 
Which manner of Proceeding, hath been in times paft 
of divers grave Writers condemned : Vir nemo mentis 
idta clanculum velit occidere boftem. Eurip. 

Notwithftanding the Opinion of this, and divers 
other Writers worthy Credit, it feemeth realbnable, 
and in Piety allowable, that Stratagems and Subtilties 
may be ufed in the War, yet with fuch Caution as the 
• fame may ftand with Fidelity and Honour : for Fraud 
being ufed contrary to Contrafts and A greements made 
with the Enemy, is mere Treachery : As to poiibn 
him or her, a Murtherer to kill him, were plain Im- 
piety : Feeder atum injufte faUere impium. Liv. 

Alfo, out of the War covertly to kill a particular 
Enemy by fecret Aflault or Praftice, is not warrant- 
able, either by Faith or Honour ; yet to ufe all Craft, 
Cunning, and Subtilty in open War, is both allow- 
able and praifable j and fo is thought by Chriftian 
Writers : Cumjujium helium fufcipitur^ ut aptrte pugnet 
quis aut ex infidiis^ nihil adjufiitiam interefi. Aug. 

The fame is alfo approved by divers Authors of 
good Credit : Confifce Jive dolo feu firiSto ccmminus 
enfe. The fame is alfo affirmed by Xenopbon^ Reipfa 
nibil utilius in hello dolis. 

Thus having briefly touched what Councils are re- 
quired in War, let us confider how Viftory is to be 
ufed ; for the End of every good War is Peace : To 
the enjoying whereof, three Things are required, Wa- 
rinefs, Mercy, and Modefly ; becaufe over-great Con- 
fidence may happily impeach the End of good Succefs. 
Res fecund^ negligent iam creant. Liv, 

I alfo 
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i alfo . wifh the Vidtory to be handJed mercifully, 
becaufe all Conquefts are in their own Nature cruel 
enough. And the Ire of infolent Soldiers, forces the 
Conquered to become defperate : Graviffime morfus ir^ 
ritata neceffttatis^ Curt. 

To proceed modeftly, is alfo an honourable Quality 
in him that conquereth : For in profperous Fortunes, 
Men do hardly refrain covetous and proud Doings ; 
yea, fome good and great Captains have in like Cafes 
forgotten what did beft become them : In rebus fecundis 
etiam egregii duces infolefcunt. Tac. 

After Vidtory foUoweth Peace : For ifWar did ever 
continue^ no State or Government could Hand : There- 
fore how kreat, or how long foever the War be, the 
end muftl^e Peace j the Name whereof is not only 
fweet, but alfo comfortable : Pax una triumphis innu- 
meris potior. 

Peace is not only good and profitable to him that is 
viftoridus, but alfo to thofe that are viftored : Pacem 
reduci velle viSoriy expedite viffo necejfe eft. Tac. 

Neverthelefs until good and honourable Peace be 
ofiered. Arms may not be laid afide : Wherein I wilh 
Tullyh Advice to be followed : BeUum gerendum eft ; Ji 
beUum omttemus^ pace nunquamfruemur. Liv. 

In Treaty of Peace, two Things muft be confidered : 
Firft, that the Conditions be honourable. To condc- 
fcend to any bafe Conditions, is unto a princely Mind 
not only great Indignity, but alfo intolerable : Cum 
dignitate potius cadendum^ quam cum ignominia fervien- 
dum. Plut. 

It alfo importcth, the Peace Ihould be fimple, true, 
and unfeigned i for all feigned and diffembling 
Amity is to be doubted : PacefufpeSia tutius eft helium. 
Mith. 

The fitteft Seafon to fpefJk of Peace, is either when 
the War beginneth, or during the l^'imt that the Ene- 
mies be of equal Force ; for if the War continueth, it 
muft behove the weaker to yield to Neceffity : Not un- 
like 
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like the Shipmaftcr, who to fave himfelf doth caft the 
greatefl Part of his Loading into the Sea : NeceffitaH 
parCj quam ne dii quidemfuperant. Liv. 

Finally, having gcneroufly defended thy felf, and 
performed all Things required in a magnanimous Cap- 
tain, and finding neverthelefs thy Force infufficient, it 
cannot be dilhonourable to accept Peace, Wherefore 
laying afide Hatred and Hope, which are but weak 
Supporters, thou may'fl recommend thee and thine to 
the approved Difcretion of an honourable Enemy: 
ViHores fecund^ res in miferaii$nem ex ira vertwU . liv. 

Now for as much as every Peace promifeth Reft and 
Quiet, as well to the Vidorious as to the Viftorcd ; wc 
may add thereunto, that the Prince vidlorious receiveth 
thereby Honour, Profit, and Security. For although 
his Happinefs may occafion Hope of greater Succefs ; 
yet in refpeft of Fortune's Mutability, it fhall be good 
and glorious to liften to Peace : Decorum principi eft cuM 
viSoriam prcpe in manibus habeat^ pacem non abnuere^ ut 
fciant omnes te £*? fufcipere jufte bellum i^finire. Liv. 

It feemeth alfo the more honourable •, for whofo is 
viftorious, doth give Peace and not take it : He alfo 
Iheweth himfelf difcreet by ufing a Moderation in Vic- 
tory, and no Extremity in fpoiling, which our wife and 
godly Writers have commended : Pacem contemnentes^ 
^gloriam appetentes^ pacem perdunt 6? gloriam. Bern. 

Peace is alfo profitable for the Viftorious, becaufe 
continual War breedeth Wearinefs, and of violent Pro- 
ceeding Defperation and Peril cometh: Maximi &? 
pwrtiferi morfus ejfe folent morientium beftiarum. Sen. 

Likewife Peace is more afTured than any Viftory : 
Hope of the one is in thine own Power ; the other in 
the hand of God : Add thereunto the Force of For- 
tune, which hath great Power in all human Aftions : 
In rebus fecundis nihil in quenquam fuperbe ac violent er 
confulere decetj nee prafenti credere fortuna^ cum quid 
vefper f&raty incertusjis. Sen. 

AlfQ 
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Alfo Conditions of Peace ought to be reafonable and 
freely bellowed : For no People can live contented 
undef fuch a Law as forceth them to loath the State 
wherein they are : Miferapax hello bene mutatur. Sea. 



CHAP. XXIV. 
Of Civil War^ with the Caufes and Remedies thereof. 

THE greateft and moll grievous Calamity that 
can come to any State, is Civil War ; for therein 
Subjefts take Arms againft their Prince, or among 
themfelves, whereof foUoweth a Mifery more lamen- 
table than can be defcribed : Non atas^ non dignitas 
quenquam frotegit^ quo minus Jlupra cxdibus^ iS c^des 
Jlupris mifceantur. Tac. 

The firfl Caufe of Civil War procecdeth of Deftiny^ 
for God in his own divine Providence, forefecth many 
Years before, that great and mighty Empires (hall be 
ruined. 

Infe magna ruunt : Utis bine numina rebus 
Crefcendi pofuere modum Lucan. 

The fecond Caufe is Exccfs, Riot, and diflblute 
life 5 for nothing breedeth Civil Fury fo foon as over- 
great Happinefs ; alfo pompous Apparel, Banqueting, 
and prodigal Spending, confumeth Riches, and Plenty 
is turned into Poverty ; for by thefe means are Men 
brought into Defperation : Rapacijfmo cuique ac perdi- 
tiffimoy non agri aut fanus^ fed fola inftrumenta vitiorum 
manebunt. Tac. 

Now to confider how Defliny might be efchcwed, 
were in vain 2 For fuch a Remedy no Wit or Wifdom 
can devife ^ being the Decree of God, no doubt it is 
inevitable : Ita fato placuit^ nuUius ret eodemfmper Um 
ftare fortunam. Sen. 

There is nothing exempt from the Peril of Mutation; 
the Earth, Heavens, and whole Wocld is thereunto 

fubjc£t; : 
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fubjeft: Certis eunt cunSa temporibus *9 nafcidebent^ cref- 
iere^ extingui. Sen. 

Touching the fecond Caufes of Civil War, fbme 
Remedies may be ufed, becaufc it proceedeth of Fac- 
tion, Sedition, or Tyranny. I call Faftion a certain 
Aflbciation of divers Perfons, combined to the Offence 
of others. It proceedeth often of private or public 
Difpleafure, and more often of Ambition : Nemo 
eorum qui in Rep. verfantur^ quos vincat^ fed a quibus 
vincatur^ afpictt. Sen. 

1 . Faftions are of two forts ; for either they confift 
of many or of few Perfons : both be dangerous, but 
the former more apt to take Arms j and that Party 
which proveth wpakeft, prayeth Arms of foreign 
Forces. 

2. The other Faflion wherein are fewer Partakers, 
be commonly great Perfonages, or Men of more Im- 
pbrtance than ordinary People \ and that proveth moft 
perilous and bloody : Nobilium fa£iiones trahunt adfe^ 
fcf in partes^ univerfum etiam pop^lum. Arift. 

Albeit fome wife Men have held Opinion that Fac- 
tions are neceffary, yet cannot that Conceit be reafon- 
ably maintained, unlefs it be upon Confines, and in 
fuch Places where Confpiracy is feared, which Cato in 
his private Family ufed : Semper contentiunculas aliquas 
out dijfenfum inter fervos callide ferebat^ fufpe£lam habens 
nimiam concordiam eorum^ metuenfque. Plut. 

Faftions amongft the Nobility, are fometimes fup- 
prefled by forbidding Colours, or unknown Badges 
to be worn ; alio to inhibit Names or Watch-words of 
Mutinies is neceffary, which was Mscanas^ Counfel to 
Augufius\ and Arifiotle thinketh it fit, that Laws 
Ihould be made againft the Factions of Noblemen: 
Nobilium contentiones 6? partes etiam kgibus oportet pro* 
kibere conari. Arift. 

Another Caufe of Civil War, we call Sedition, which 
is a fudden Commotion or Affembly of common Peo- 
ple, againft their Prince or his Magiftrates ; the Origi- 
nal 
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nal of which Diforders may proceed of div^ers Caufcs^ 
but chiefly of Oppreflion : Imminentium fericulorum re-- 
medium^ ipfa pertcula arbitrari. Arift. 

Again, Fear may be the Occalion of Sedition, as 
well in him that hath done Injury, as in him that look- 
cth to be injured, and is defirous to prevent it before 
it Cometh. It may proceed alfo of over-great Mild* 
hefs in Government : Non miferiis fedlicentia^ tantum 
ctmcitum turbarum^ lafcivire magis pkbem qudm favire. 
Liv. 

Sedition many times arifeth of Poverty, or of the 
Artificers, whofe Arts are grown jout of ufe, and con- 
fequently no means whereof they can live : Semper in 
civitate^ quibm opes nulla funt^ bonis invidenfj Vetera 
odere^ nova expetunt^ odia rerum fuanim mutari omnia 
Jiudent. Sab. 

Laftly, Sedition cometh of Tyranny, Infolency, or 
mutinous Difpofition of certain Captains, Cavaliers, or 
Ringleaders of the People : For albeit the Multitude 
is apt to Innovation, yet doth it ftand firm, until fome 
firft Mover taketh the Matter in hand : Multitudo om- 
nis^ Jicut mare^ per fe immobilis. Liv. 

Of thefe Movers fome are ambitious, who wanting 
other Means to afpire, hope by Praftice of Sedition, 
to compafs their Defigns j or elfe they arc Unthrifts, 
who having confumed their own, feek by Violence to 
poflefs themfelves of other Men's : Or elfe they are 
vain and light Perfons, that without Caufe or Reaibn 
attempt Innovation, themfelves know not for what : 
Non tarn pramiis periculorum^ quam ipjis periculis l^eti^ 
fro certis fcf olim partiSy nova^ ambigua^ ancipitia 
malunt. 

Thus having told the Caufes of Sedition, I wiih the 
Remedies were prepared : Omne malum nafcens facOc 
cpprimitUTy inveteratum fit plerumque robuftius. Cic. 

The firfl way to fupprefs Sedition, is Eloquence and 
excellent Perfuafion, which oftentimes worketh great 
Effefts among the Multitude j chiefly when it procccd- 

^h 
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cth from fome reverend and grave Pcrfon, for his 
Wifdom and Integrity of Life honoured : For the 
Prince himfelf is not to take this Office in hand, unlefs 
Neccffity fo inforce : Integra autoritas principis tnajori- 
bus remediis fervetur. Tac. 

If Pcrfuafion cannot prevail, then Force muft com- 
pel : But before fuch violent Proceedings, ufe Art and 
Cunning either to appeafe the People, or at leaft to 
difunite them ; and rather if the Prince do offer fair 
and promife plaufibly : Verba apudpoptdum plurimum 
vaknt. Tac, 

It is lawful alfo in fuch Cafes for Princes to ufe Sub* 
tilty 5 and the fame not prevaiHng, to wafh away the 
Stain thereof with Clemency : For when Arms are 
laid down, and every one yielded, general Punifliment 
were needlefs : Omnium culpa fuit^ paucorum Jit pana. 
Tac. 

The laft Caufe of Sedition we named Tyranny, 
which is a certain violent Government, exceeding the 
Laws of God and Nature. The Difference between 
Kings and Tyrants is this ; the one employeth Arms 
in Defence of Peace, the other ufeth them to terrify 
thofe of whom his Cruelty hath deferred Hate : Aufer^ 
re^ trucidarey rapere^ faljis nominibus imperium^ atque ubt 
folitudinemfecerinty pacem appellant. Tac. 

The Quality of Tyrants is to efteem Promoters 
more than good Miniflers, becaufe thofe Men are the 
Scourge of infinite others. They are alfo Protedors of 
impious Perfons, and (land in daily doubt of noble and 
virtuous Men : Nobilitasy opeSy amijft gefiique bonores^ 
pro crimine : et ob virtutes certijfimum exitium. Tac. 

Tyrants do alfo endeavour to fupprefs the Know- 
ledge of Letters and civil Life, to the End all good 
Arts fhall be exiled, and Barbarifm introduced : PeUunt 
Japienti^ profejforesy £2? omnes bonas artes in exilium 
ngunt. Tac. 

Thefe and fuch like, be the Conditions of Tyrants, 
who. for the moft part are depofed and flain ; for as 

Kings 
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Kings live long, and deliver their Dominions to their 
[Children and Pofterity, fo Tyrants being feared and 
iiated of all Men> cannot continue in their Eilate. 

jid generum Cereris Jine cade 6? 'Onlnere pauci 
Defcendunt reges l^ftcca morte Tyranni. Juven. 

The Remedies of thefe Mifchiefs which proceed 
from the Violence of fuch a Prince, are Perfecution or 
Patience. Many generous Spirits have ufed the firft ; 
perfuading themfelves rather to die, than endure tlvc 
Sight of a Tyrant. Alfo the Grecians did think it a 
Service acceptable, to murder the Pcrfon of fuch an 
impious Prince : GrMt homines deorum honor es tribue- . 
bant lis qui Tyrannos necaverunt. Cic. 

Neverthelefs, in Chriftian Confideration the other 
Courfe is to be taken : Let Patience therefore encoun- 
ter this Mifchief ; for feeing all Kings, as well the bad 
as the good, be fent by God, they muft be endured : 
Res eft gravis oc cider e regalem ftirpem. Homer. 

Perfecution is not only perilous, but for the moft 
part unfortunate: For thereof prefcnt Revenge is 
taken by that Prince that fucceedeth : Facinoris ejus 
ultor eft^ quifquis fuccejferit. Tac. 

The Murder of I'yrants is alfo followed with many 
Inconveniencies, worfe than Civil War itfclf : Princi- 
pes bonij votis expetendi^ quakfcunque tolerandi. Tac. 

For as Fire, Floods, and other inevitable Plagues 
are neceflarily to be fuffered : So evil Princes in their 
Covetoufnefs and Cruelty, ought to be patiently en- 
dured, becaufe their Office is to command, and Sub- 
jc6ts muft obey : Ltdignd^ digna habenda funt^ Rex qua 
facit. Sen. 

And as it is the ufe of vulgar People to find Faults 
in the long Reign of Princes j fo the Ambition of 
great Subje6ls is defirous of Novelty : Prafens impe- 
jriumfubditisfemper grave. Thucyd. 

H To 
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To conclude, wc (ay that the beft Remedy iagsunft 
Tyranny, is Patience : For fo long as Men are, fo long 
will Vices be : Regum it^enia toleranda^ neque vjui ere- 
br^e fmtaHoms. Tac. 



CHAP. XXV. 

yt Celle£iion of Political Obfervations^ (confirmed hj 
Reafon and Experience) advertijlng Princes^ State/- 
men^ and private Perfonsy bow to demean tbemfelvei 
in all Fortunes and Events. 

TO the Perfedions of Men, three Things arc nc- 
ceffarily reguired j Nature, Nurture, and Ufc i 
The firft giveth Capacity, AptMfs, an4 Underftand^ 
ing, which arc Graces from above. Nurture, is 
Lwning, Knowledge, Art or Order. Ufc, is Pradice^ 
Experience, and orderly Obfervation \ whereof may be 
conceived, that Nature alone fufficeth not ; nor can 
Nurture work any good Effeft, where natural Apmefs 
wanteth ; and they can frame no PerfeAiony unlefs Ex- 
perience be alfo conjoined : Nemo nafcitur fapiens^ fed 
Jit. Sen. 

Ambafladors, Negotiants, and generally all other 
Minifters of mean Fortune, in convcrfation with 
Princes and Superiors, muft ufe great Rd^)e6):» fhcW" 
ing themfelves rather ceremonious than prdumptuous^ 
and acknowledge their Obligation great, for thcFavour 
and Grace they find in thoie which might command 
them. 

It is no Wifdom ever to commend or difcommend 
the Adtions of Men by their Succefs 5 for oftentimes 
. fome Enterprizes attempted by good Counfel, end urv- 
fortunately; and others unadvifediy taken in hand^ 
have happy Succefs. Whofo then commcndeth incon* 
fiderate Counfels, for their fortunate Event, thereby 
cncourageth Men to jar, and difcomfgrt the wifcr Sort 

to 
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to fpcak what they know, and by Experience have 
poved. 

In Aftions public, and every other Matter of 
mpeat moment, the Beginning is well to be confidered : 
For afterwards it lieth not in our Power, without dif- 
honour to abandon what was begun. 

TheTime doth not always ferve, nor is apt Occafioa 
always offered to enterprise what we would ; yet who- 
(b doth exped every Opportunity, fhall cither attempt 
nothing at all^ or if he do^ the fame for the moft part 
himeth to his own Difadvantage. 

When any Refolution fa taken, either with over 
great Hafte^ or too much Affedion^ feldom it recdveth 
|ood Succefs : For he that doth the one, hath no lei- 
lure to confider^ the other tranfporteth the Mind, fo as 
it cannot conceive more than that which prdently 
preffeth. 

To thefe we add others^ I mean fome of them that 
nave leifute^ and arc void of Affeftionj yet for want of 
batural Capacity, or for continual Negligence in their 
doings^ never bring any thing' well to pafs^ 

Whofo defireth to be beloved in a Commonwealth, 
nuft reft content with that which Men do give, and 
lie Laws allow him to take ; fo fhall he neither incur 
Danger nor Envy : For indeed, that which is take nor 
octorted from others, and not that which is given, 
loth make Men hated. 

Arms^ Laws, and Religion, may not in any well 
g^ern*d State be dif^joined ; for every one of them in 
particular maintaineth them all united. 

In Aftions of Warj Courage and Condu6t are of 
great neceffity \ yet all good Government confiftcdi in 
ofing the Virtues moml ; and in handling the Matter 
rf martial Policy, it is fit to imitate the Proceedings of 
antient and approved Captains. 

Among mortal Men, there is nothing more common 
than to believe the Eftate of one Man to be better than 
another \ for hereof it cometh, that every one endca- 

H 2 voureth 
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voureth rather ta take from others with Travcli than^ta^ 
-'enjoy his own with Reft. * 

The State of Princes is good, being well ufed; fo' 
is the Fortune of private men, if therewith they be 
contented. The rich Man liveth happily, fo long w.\ 
he ufeth his Riclies temperately ; and the poor Maa.; 
that patiently endureth his Wants, is rich enough. . 

Whenfoever a Man is io dangeroufly diftreffed, asci-. 
ther proceeding or ftanding, he liveth in like Peril, thea 
doth it behove him in any wife to refolve upon A6Hon. 
The Reafon is, that fo long as nothing is done, the 
fame Accidents that caufed his Dangers, do ftiU re- 
main in their former Force j but if he endeavour to 
enterprize fomewhat, either he may meet with Mean^ 
to make him fecure, or at the hardeft, fhew himfelf of 
fo great Courage and Wit, as he dare and can attempt 
a Way to do it. 

It feemeth a Thing of great Difficulty, or rather im- 
poflible for any Prince or Magiftrate to efchew the 
evil Speech, and bad Report of Men ; for if they be ' 
good and virtuous, then they incur the back-biting 
of lewd Perfons ; if evil, then will all good Men ex- 
daim againft them. 

All Commonwealtlis ought to defire Peace, yet it 
is ncceflary ever to be prepared for War; becaufe 
Peace difarmed is weak, and without Reputation: 
Therefore the Poets feign, that Pallas the Goddefs of 
Wifdom, did always appear armed. 

Every Prince (well advifed!) ought to govern his 
Subjefbs and Servants in fuch fort, that by his Affabi- 
lity and Virtue they may be induced rather to lerv6 
voluntarily, tfian for Pay or Hope of Preferment. For 
dtherwife doing, whenfoever the Prince fliall/want 
Means to pay, the Subjeds Hkcwife will fail of Good- 
will to ferve. But he that faithfiiUy loveth, doth nei- 
ther in Profperity become arrogant^ nor in contrary 
Fortune retire, or complain of the fxnall Favour he 

findethj 
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fiadeth : For (till Death) Love and Life remain at the 
firince's Coofunandment. 

Where poor Men find Juftice, evil Men arc punilh- 
td|t Meafures and Weights be juft, Youth well nur- 
tured, and old Folk free from Avarice, there is the 
'.::Cominoaw€althgood and pctfe6L 

^ In War between Neighbours, Neutrality is com- 
mendable,; for by that means we efchew many Troubles 
♦vid gceat Expences, fo long as the Forces of either 
I Side be Co equal in. Strength, as we need not fear the 
' Viftory of aiw : For fo long their Difcord is our Se- 
I curity, and oftentimes ofFereth us means to incr^afc our 
State and'Reputation, 

The chief Reafons to move War, are, the Juftice 
of the Caufe, the Facility of Succcfs, and the Profit 
of the Viftory. 

In all human Actions it behoveth to accommodate 
the Counfel of Men unto prefent Neceflity, and never 
^o expofe Security to manifeft Peril ; nor hope of that 
"which without great Difficulty or ImpoflibiUty cannot 
be obtained. 

It is the Nature of Men having efcapcd one Extreme, 
which by Force they were conftrained long to endure, 
to run headlong into the other Extreme, fojgetting 
that Virtue doth always confift in the Mean. 

The Multitude is inclined to Innovation, and cafily 
induced by falfe Perfuafion, and confequcntly eafily 
traofported by feditious Leaders. 

Men are naturally dij^fed to fear thofe Things 
which threaten Danger and Terror : yet unJefs thefe 
perils bv fome new Accident be daily revived, that 
Fear by little and little vaniflieth, and Security recovcr- 
cth the Place. 

Whofo findeth himlBt contemned, or iK>t relpefted^ 
becoaieth difcontentj which Humour in generous 
Minds, breedeth oftentimes adventurous Imaginations, 
whereof audacious Attempts have followed, chiefly in 

H 3 Perion5 
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Perfons of Authority and Reputation; for fie that 
hopcth no Good, feareth no Evil : Yet true it iSj> tha? 
dangerous Enterprifes, the more they be thought upon^ 
the Icls Hope they give of good Succcfs^ lOr which 
rtafon Conlpiracies not fu^denly executed^ arc for the 
moft part revealed or abandoned. 

All People do naturally imitate the Manners of 
their Prince, and obferving his Proceedtng39 tsSoVk 
to hate or love him : But if they happen oncb to hate 
the Prince, then his Doings, good or evil, arc aftcr- 
v^ards not good ; but if at the Begitming he gained 
the Love of the People, then every bad Adtion is i^ 
puted a Virtue ; as though he could {lot be induced to 
do amifs, without good Caufe or Reafbn. 
^ Greatly are Princes deceived, if in the Eleftion of 
Minifters they more refpeft their own particular Aflfec: 
tion^ than the Sufficiency of the Perfon ele6ted« 

A Prince having conquered any new Dominion, is 
thereby rather incumbered than ftrengthened, uaIcIs 
the fame be after well governed ; and feldom is it 
feen, that a Principality by ill means gotten, hath beeif 
long enjoyed. 

As to the Perfeftion of the whole Body, Soundnefs 
of Head only fuf^ceth not, unlefs the other Members 
alfo do their Office ; eveii fo it is not enough that a 
Prince be faultlcfs, but it behoveth alfo that the Ma- 
giftrates and Minifters fhould perform their Duty. 

Great Princes rarely refift their Appetites, as for 
the moft Part private Men can ; for they being always 
honoured and obeyed, do feldom with Patience endtre 
the want of any thing reafonable, as being perfuaded 
that what they defire is juft, and that their Command* 
ment hath Power to remove all Difficulties. 

All Men are naturally g[|pd, when no refpeffc of 
Profit or Pieafurc draws them to become eVil. But 
this WotUs Corruption, and our Frailty is iuch» as 
eafily and often for our particular Intereft we incline 
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to the wprft J which w^s the Caufe that wife Law- 
makers found out Reward and Punifhment : The one 
to incite Men to good, the other to fear them from 
h6ngev\l. 

A Tyrant e^deavpureth to maintain his Eftate by 
{hree Means. Firft, he praftifeth to hold all SubjedU 
in cxtrf am awe, and to be bafely minded, to the end 
they fhould want Courage to take Arms ^gainft him. 
Secondly, he kindleth Diffidence and Difcord among 
fhe grpat Men •, thereby to remove occafion of Con- 
fpiracy and Combination. Laftly, he holdeth them 
difarmed and idle, fo as they neither know, nor can 
attempt any thing againft him, 

To govern, is nothing elfe but tp hold Subjefts in 
]U>ve and Obedience ; tor in refpeft of the End they 
pught not, and in regard of the other they cannot at- 
tempt any thyig cpntr^ to th^ Governpr's Will, and 
their Duty. 

The Laws and Ordinances of a Cpmmon-weal, 
piade ^t the Beginning thereof lehen Men were good, 
do often prove unprofitable when they are become 
pvil ; apd therefore new Laws are made according to 
ihc Accidents which h^pen. 

The Difcontent or Dilorder of People is ever occar 
(ioned by the Inequality of their Goods^ becaufe the 
poorer Sort would be made equal with die rich ; but 
the Offence that grows among great Men, \& the Defire 
pf Honour ; fpr they being equal, do ei^de^vpu^ to a- 
ipire to equal Authority. 

A Prince that defireth by means of his Amb^ador 
tp deceive another Prince, muft firft abufe his owi^ 
AmbafTador, to the End he fhould dp and fpeak with 
more Eamefbnefs, being indeed pcrfuadcd that the In- 
tent and Meaning of Ip M^flcr is fimple, which hapr 
iy wpuld not, were hyjrivy that his Prince's Meaning 
were to diflfemble. Tiiis Courfe is alfo commonly 
holden by thofe that by Employment ot a third Perfon 
would pcrfuad? any th^ng feigned pr fi^lfe. 

H 4 For 
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fcftcth, bccaufe the Want of Judgment drawcth hi^ 
to take Pleafure in vain Things. And as one incapable 
of what is good and true, will follow that which is cvi\ 
and falfe : So on the other Side, if he that ^vethCoun-. 
fel be not faithful, then will he a thoufand Ways dif- 
guife and diffemble the Truth, and confequcntly mif- 
cany the Mind of him that is counfelled j yea in thq 
End utterly abufe him. 

The Affairs and Proceedings of the World ^ fo 
variable, and accompanied with fo many Chances and 
Changes, as impofliblc it feemeth to judge what is beft : 
Therefore Experience informeth,^ that the Conjcdhires 
of the moft wife, prove vain and uncert^. I theij:- 
fcre miflike the Judgment of thofe Men, that will let 
flip Opportunity of prefent Good, (though it be fmall) 
for fear of a future Evil, notwithftanding it be gre^ter^ 
unlefs the Evil be very near at hand, or certain. For 
if that do not follow which is feared, then wilt thoH 
repent to have omitted that which was defired. 

Whenfoever a general Opinion is conceived, of the 
Angular Virtue and Knowledge of any Man, although 
he be indeed ignorant, and far unworthy that account,, 
yet it is hard to remove fuch g %|led Conceit ; die Rea- 
fon is, that Men having at the firft given Credit tQ 
common Report, do make thereof fo deep an Impref? 
fion, as afterwards without great Difficulty cannot b^ 
removed. 

The Bodies of Men, Munition and Money, may 
juftly be called the Sinews of War, yet of them 
the two firft are more necefTary, for Men and Arma 
have means to find Money and Meat ; but Money 
and Meat cannot fo eafily find Soldiers and Swords. 

One wife General having but a thoufand Men^ is 
more to be feared and efteemed, than twenty Com? 
manders of equal Authority ; for they being common- 
ly of divers Humours, or judging diverfly, do never^^ 
or very rarely, what is to be done, and confeauently 
lofe much Time before any Refolution can be tjucen. 

A Princ9 
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A Prince of ipeai) Force, ought not in any wife to 
fidventure his Eftate upon one Day's Fight j for 
if he be viftorioiis, he gaineth nothing but Glory j but 
if he lofe, he is utterly ruined. 

T« moft Part of Men are delighted with Hiftories, 
for the Variety of Accidents th^fcin contained ; yet are 
there few that will imitate wh^t they read, and fitid 
done by others ; being perfuaded that Imitation is not 
only hard, but impoffible-, as though the Heavens 
and Men were changed in their Motion or Order^ an4 
Power, which they anciently had. 

The Nature of Men is fuch, as will not endeavour 
any Thing good, unlefs they be forced thereunto : for 
Where Liberty aboundeth, there Confufion and Diforr 
flcr follow. It is therefore fuppofed, that Hunger and 
Poverty make Men induftrious •, but good Laws in- 
Force them to be hcmeft : For if Men were of themn 
felves good, then Laws were needlefs. 

There are two Kinds of Adulation : The firft pro-' 
fccdeth from a fijbtle Malice, the fecond cometh w an 
ordinary Ufe of Converfation ; the one tendeth to Pro- 
fit and Deceiving, the other hath no further Defign 
than a Refpe£t or Fear to offend ; whereunto the moft 
honeft are i(i fome fort bound. Whofo bindeth him- 
felf to Flattery, doth thereby bewray his Intent, either 
(o gain, Gt not to lofe that he hath ; for the Perfon 
flattered, is always fuperior to him that doth flatter ; 
or at leaft one, as may in fome fort fl:and him in fl:ead. 
It may therefore be inferred, that only Men of bafe 
and miferablc Condition, and fuch as cannot help or 
hurt, be free from Flatterers. And contrarywife, 
magnanimous and fortunate Folk, proud Men, and 
foch as content themfclvcs with their prefent Eft:ate, 
^ feldom found to be Flatterers. 

Every wife Prince doth pre-fuppofc that Times of 
Trouble may come, and diat on all fuch Occafions he 
^all be forced to ufe the Service of Men diverfly qua- 
lified. His Study therefore is in the mean time fo 
^ ' to 
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to entertain them, as when tliofe Storms arife he may 
reft aflured to command them ; for whofoever per* 
fuades himfelf by prefcnt Benefits to gain the Good- 
will of Men, when Perils are at hand, fhall be de- 
ceived 

In ancient Times Princes and Governors were wont, 
when Peace and Security were moft like to continue, 
to find or feign Occafions to draw tlieir Subjefts to 
Fear, to the End that Doubt might move them to te 
more careful of their own Well-doing; for well 
they knew it a general Defedb in Men to be rcachlefs, 
and never willing to ufe Induftry, unlefs by Neceffity 
they were conftrained. 

All Hiftories do fhew, and wife Politicians do hold 
it neceilary, that for the well-governing of every Com- 
monweal, it behoveth to pre-mppofe that alT Men are 
evil, and will declare themfelves fo to be when Oc- 
cafion is offered ; for albeit fome Inconvenience doth 
lie hid for a Time, it proceedeth from ^covert Occa- 
fion, which for want of Experience Was not found 
until Time, the Mother of Truth, difcover it. 

Neutrality is always a Thing dangerous and difal- 
Jowable, becaufe it ofFendeth all Parties : He that is 
ftrong looketh to be aflifted in his Greatnefs •, and he 
that is weak not being defended, holdeth himfelf of- 
fended : the one is not affured from FotSy and the 
other holdeth no Friends. 

Albeit, Neutrality procure prefent Quiet and Secu- 
rity, during the Troubles of others.; yet after the 
fame falleth out a Difadvantage, becaufe it entertain- 
cth a certain Falfcnefs, and fo in fhort Space will be 
perceived, not unlike thofe Men that borrow upon 
Ufury ; for albeit they enjoy a certain Time, with- 
out Trouble or Charge, yet the fame being fpent, and 
the Day of Payment come, they then feel the great 
Danger which their fliort Pkafure hath purchafed, 

Whofo examineth all human A6tions, mail find that 
in efchewing one Inconvenience, wc prefently incur 

another. 
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another. As for Example, if we endeavour to make 
our DominioDS mighty, it behoveth to have the fame 
fully replenifhed with People, and well armed, and 
fo being, they are not eafily governed. On the other 
fide, if our Country be not well-peopled^ or difarm*d, 
then It is eafily holden in Obedience ; yet therewith fo 
weak, that it can neither increafe the Bounds thereof, 
nor defend itfelf. It is therefore necefl&ry in all our 
Deliberations, to confider what Inconvenience is leaft, 
and choofe that, as the beft : for to find all perfcd, 
void and fecurc of Sufpeft or Imperfetflion, is im- 
poflible. 

A Prince being inftantly required to take Part with 
other Princes, the one being in Arms againft the other^ 
if he deny both, incurreth the Sufoicion of both, and 
niay be thought to have^ fecret Intelligences with one 
or both of them ; fo as either of them Ihall account 
him an Enemy, and confequently he that proves vifto- 
rious will be revenged ; and the other holding him 
fufpefted, will not acknowledge his Friendfliip. 

It is the ufe of Men to prefume much upon their 
own Merit, and feeing the Succels of fome others to 
be fuch, as without Caufe or Defcrt are alpired to 
Dignity, thereby encouraged they promifed to them- 
felves the like : Neverthelefs being entered into the 
Courfe of their Defign, and finding many Croflfes 
and Impeachments, they'' do not a little repent their 
Over-weening and Prefumption, but alfo many times 
utterly abandon their rafli and unadvifed Enterprize; 
neither can I think that the Virtue or Sufficiency of 
any Man, without the Favour of the Heavens, can ad- 
vance him ; for as the Poet faith. Nee velle juvat^ 
potiufve nocety Jifata repugnant. 

Whofo ferveth a Prince far from his Prefence, 
Ihall with great Difficulty content him. For if he 
commit any Error, it fhall be aggravated: befides 
that the Inftruftions fcnt unto him cannot be particu- 
larly conceived, becaufe the State of worldly Things 
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doth daily alter. Alfo, to ferve aloof, is a 
of Danger and far from Reward ; which Inconve- 
nience may, for the moft part, be avoided by kixzl 
that attendeth near to his Prince's Perfon. 

Let no Man that cometh to ferve in Court, afliire 
himfelf by his Wifdom to be advanced, or efchew all 
Encounters. Neither is he to bear himfelf fo carclcfi 
as to commit all to Fortune, but be perfwaded tha£ 
this Worldly Life is like to a Voyage at Sea j where- 
in albeit Art, with the Favour ol the Wind^ may 
do much •, yet can we not aflure ourfelves td arrive' 
fafe in the Haven appointed \ for daily Experience doth 
fhew, that fome ftrong Ships in the calmeft Weathcf^ 
are drowned or impeached by the Way, when others 
much weaker and difarmed pafs Iccurely. 

Among Men worthy of Commendation^ thole 
/hzvt merited beft that firft planted true Religion : 
next, they that framed Kingdoms and Common^ 
wealths ; the third Place is due to fuch as have aug- 
mented or enlarged their Dominions ; laftly^ learned, 
IVfen deferve Fame and Memory : And as every of 
thefe are worthy of Fame and Honour, fo ought they 
to be accounted infamous that introduce Atheifm, of 
the Subverfion of Kingdoms^ or are become Enemies 
to Leamihg and Virtue. 

Whofocver taketh in hand to govern a Multitude^ 
cither by way of Liberty or Principality^ and cannot 
aflure himfelf of thofe Perfons that are Enemies to 
that Enterprize, doth frame a State of fhort Peifeve- 
ranee ; yet it is true that fuch Princes be unfortunate^ 
as for their own Security, are inforced to hold a Courfe 
extraordinary, and have the Multitude their Enemy i 
for he that hadi few Foes$ may with fhiall Difhonour 
be ailured ^ but he that is generally hated can by no- 
Means live affured 5 and me more Cruelty he ufeth^ 
the weaker his Principality proveth. 

In commending another Man, great Moderation v^ 
to be ufed 5 for as Contumely ofFcndcthhim againft whom 
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tt is ufed s fo jgreat Praifcj befides that it is uttered 
With Danger to his Judgment that fpeaketh it, the 
fame doth oftentimes offend him that heareth it. For 
Self-love Which commonly pofTeffeth Men, caufes the 
Good or Evil we hear, to be meafured with our own. 
And confequently every Man that is touched with 
like Deferts and Defe6b, doth grow offended that his 
Conunendation is not fet forth, and feareth left lus 
fenperfcdtion (hould be difcovered. 

It is often, or rather ever fecn, that the Force of 
Leagues not ufed in their firft Heat, becomes cold 5 
becaufe Sufpicion foon entereth, which in Ihort Space 
Will deftroy whatfoever was concluded, and may not 
without long Time be rejoined. 

The Power of Ambition, which pofTeffeth the Minds 
t)f Men, is fuch, as rarely or never fufiereth thena to 
reft : The Reafbn thereof is, that Nature hath fram- 
ed in them a certain Difpofition to dcfire all Things^- 
but not power to obtain them ; fo as our Defires being 
greater thanour Power, thereof followethDifcoptent and 
evil Satisfadlion, Hereof alfo proceedeth the Varia- 
tion of Fortune y for fome Men defu-ing to get, and 
others fearing to lofe that they have gotten, do occa«- 
fion one Man to injure another, and confequently 
public Wars do follow; bv Means whereof, one 
Country is ruined, and another enlarged. 

Princes of great Power, and chiefly thofe that arelnha- 
bitants of the North, having many Children, were wont 
to be much inclined to the Wars, as well to win unto 
themfelves Honour, as alfo to get PoflefTions for 
dieir Sons ; which manner of Proceedings did often- 
times remove fuch Diffurbance as the Plurality of 
Brethren bringeth. Thefe, and other Reafons, induc- 
ed Princes to attempt War againft thofe Kingdoms, 
which in their Opinion feemed eafily conquered, or 
whereunto they can pretend Title ; for by Co- 
lour thereof, they may the rather juftify their Proceed- 
ings. 

Whea 
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When a Prince deferreth to anfwer an Ambaflador, 
it proceedeth from fome of thefe Refpedls ; cither 
becaufe he will take Time to refolve himfelf of fome- 
what whereof he doubteth, or that he intendeth co- 
vertly to deny that which is demanded, or that he 
cfteemeth not the Prince that doth demand, or that 
he difdaincth the Perfon by whom the Demand is 
made, or elfe that he intendeth to hear from his own 
Minifters to be better refolved. Wherefore a difcreet 
Negociator ought in fuch Cafes, to conlider which 
of thefe Reafons move the Prince where he is employ- 
ed, to entertain him with Delays, and make his Dif- 
patch accordingly. 

The Sufficiency of good Counfellors confifteth in 
four Things: 

Firft, They ought to be wife and fkilful how to 
handle their Affairs, directing all D<nngs to pubKc 
^^ommodity. 

' Secondly, To be juft in their Proceedings, giving 
to every one that which to him appertaineth. 

Thirdly, To be flout, and void both of partial Re- 
ipefts and Fear. 

And laflly. To be temperate and moderate in their 
Defires. 

Whofo defireth to govern well and fecurely, it be- 
hoveth him to have a vigilant Eye to the Proceed- 
ings of great Princes, and to confider ferioufly of 
their Defigns : For it is a Matter of fmall Difficulty to 
live in Peace with' him who defirth our Amity, and 
provideth for others that endeavour to offend us. 

The Intelligences that Princes fhidy to attain, are 
procured by divers Means : Some are brought by Re- 
port, lome vented byConverfation and Sounding, fome 
by means of Efpials ; but the mofl fure and credible 
Occurrents, are thofe which come from Ambaifadors, 
chiefly thofe, that either for the Greatnefs of their 
Prince, or their own Virtue, be of mofl Reputation. 
For thofe Men converfmg daily with great Perfo- 
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tiages; ^d pondering diligently their MannerSiWords* 
Wifdom, and the Order of each Man's Proceedings* 
yea 6f thfe Prince himfelf, mjly With Comniodity attain 
unto Mattfers of ItnpOrtanCc fooher than they tbw: arc 
Writers of Rumours', or that take upbn them to con-^ 
jefture of Things to come; 

Whenfoever a People is induced tb commit fo great 
an Errori as to give Reputation to one only Man^ to 
the End he Ihould opprefs all thofe great Men whom 
they hate, they thereby give him Opportunity to be- 
come their Prince ; and to being affiftcd with their Fa- 
vour and Aid j he may- likewife extinguifh all the reft 
of the Nobility ; and they being extirpated, he will 
alfo endeavour to tyrannize over tlie People^ by whofe 
Help he alpired. 

. So many as are not confenting to the Tyranriy, reft 
Enemies to the Perfon of the Tyrant, who can by n0 
Means gain the Love of all. For impoffible it ii| * 
that the Riches of any Tyrant Ihould be fo great; and 
the Honours he can give fo many^ as may fatisfy all. 
Hereof it cometh, that thofe Tyrants that are favoured 
of the People^ and disfavoured of the Nobles^ are 
moft fecure ; becaufe their Tyranny is fUpported with 
a greater Strength (having the Multitude their Friends) 
than is the Tyrant whom the Humour of the Nobler 
only hath advanced. 

A dangerous Thing it is in all Commonwealths, by 
continual punifhing, to hold the Minds of Subjefts ia 
Sufpicion; fot Men^ ever fearing their Ruin, v^l 
(without Refpeft) determine to fave themfelves, and 
as Men defperate^ attempt Innovation. All capital 
Executions ought therefore to be executed fuddcnly, 
and as it were at one Inftant, fo to allure the Minds 
of Men frcMn further Moleftations. 

The Intent of every wife Prince that maketh War^ 
cither by Ele<5tion or Ambition, is to gain and hold 
what is gotten : Alfo, to ufe the Matter fo as there- 

I by 



114 7^^ Cabinet-Council. 

by he may inrich himfclf, and not impoverifli his own 
People or Country. 

He that inlargeth his Dominion^, doth not always 
increafe his Power ; but he that increafeth in Force 
as well as in Dominion, (hall thereby grow great ; 
otherwife he gaineth no more than is Ihortly to be loft, 
and confequently he ruineth himfelf : for he who Ipends 
more in the War, than he gains by Vidory, lofeth 
both Labour and Coft. 

Every Prince and Commonwealth, muft above all 
Things, take heed that no Neceflity, how great foe- 
ver, do perfuade him to bring into his Dominion any 
AuxiUary Soldiers ; becaufe the hardeft Conditions the 
Enemy can offer, are more eafy than is fuch a Relb- 
lution. 

A Prince fheweth his Ruin at Hand, whenfoever 
he beginneth to break the Laws and Cuftoms, which 
tf e ancient, and have been long Time obeyed by the 
People of his Dominion. 

That Prince which careth to keep himfelf fecure 
from Confpiracy, ought rather to fear thofe to whom 
he hath done over-great Favours, than them whom 
he hath much injured : For thefe want Opportunities, 
the other do not, and both their Defires are as one, 
becaufe the Appetite of commanding, is always as 
much or more than the Defire of Revenge. 

Whenfoever a Prince difcovers a Confpiracy, he 
muft well confider the Quality thereof, meafuring the 
Force of the Confpirators with his own ; and finding 
them many and mighty, the Knowledge thereof is to 
be diffembled, until the Prince's Power be prepared to 
oppofe theni j otherwife he hazardeth his own Se- 
curity. . 

It hath been by .long Experience found better to 
fpnd one General to an Army, though he be of mean 
SufKciency, than to give the fapie Authority to two 
or more excellent Perfonages with equal Commif- 
fion. 

He 
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He that coveteth to be over-much loved, often- 
times becomes contemptible ; and he that eua::avour- 
cth to be over-much feared, is ever hated : And to 
hold the Mean between them, cannot be exaftly done, 
becaufe Nature will not fo permit. 

Whofo afpireth to any Dignity, muft refolve him- 
felf to endure the Envy of Men, and never to be 
moved for any Offence conceived againft him, thi? 
they that be offended, be his dear Friends : Neither ihall 
he for the firft Aflfront or Encounter, relinquilh his 
Hope ; for he that conftantly maketh Head againft 
the Aflault of Fortune, fhall after with Facihty arrive 
where he defigned. 

In giving Counfel to a Prince or Commonwealth^ 
and therewith defiring to efchew Danger and Offence, 
no other Mean is to be taken than th^t the Counfel- 
lor fhall without Paflion or Perfuafion pronounce his 
Opinion, an dnever to affirm any thing as a Refof* 
lution, but with Modefly to defend that he fpeaketh ; 
j(b as the Prince which follows his Advice, may fcem 
to do it voluntarily, and not forced by the Importu- 
nity of him that gave the Counfel. 

A difcreet Captain being in the Field againft the 
Enemy, of whofe Virtue he hath had no Proof, ought 
firft by light Skii^milhes to feel of what Virtue he ia, 
and not to enterprize any general Adventure, to the 
End that Terror or Fame Ihould not daunt nor dif* 
courage his own Soldiers. 

Albeit Fraud be in all A<5kions deteftcd, yet is 
the fame in martial Enterprizes commendable and 
glorious J For that Captain who compafTcth his De* 
figns by Wit or Stratagem, is no lefs commended 
than he that vanquilheth the Enemy by Violence and 
Force. 

In Times of Extremity, when Refolution muft be 
taken for the faving or utter Lois of the Stiite, then 
no Regard is to be had of Juftice or Injuftice^ IVI^rcy 
or Cruelty, Honour, or Ignominy, but rather fetting 
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afide all Refpefts, that Courfe is to be followed wfiicH 
defen:is the Lives and Liberties x)f Men. 

Whofo defireth to know what will be hereafter^ 
let him think of what is pall, for the World hath ever 
been in a circular Revolution ; whatfoever is now, 
was heretofore ; and Things paft or prefent, are no 
other than fuch as fhall be again : Redit orbis in 
orbem. 

A Prince tl at defireth to obtain any thing at the 
Hand of another, mull, if it be poflible, urgQ a fud- 
den Anfwer, and lay before him that is moved, a 
Neceffity to refolve prefently, giving him to under-; 
ftand that Denial or Delays may breed a perilous and 
fudden Indignation. 

There is nothing more difficult, doubtful, and dan- 
gerous, than to attempt Innovation ^ for he that tak- 
cth in Hand an Enterprize of fuch Quality, maketh 
dul thofe his Enemies which lived well under the old 
Order, and findeth them cold Defenders that afFeft his 
Novelties, which Coldnefs proceedcth chiefly of In- 
credulity ^ for Men ar&not eafily induced to bcUeve a 
new Thing, till Experience hath proved it to be 
good. 

There is no Art or other Knowledge, fo fccmly 
tod neceffary for a Prince as the Ait Military^ with 
the Ordinances and Difcipline thereof ; for that is the 
only Skill required in him that commsmdeth, and 
fuch a Virtue as doth not only mainadn them that arc 
born Princes^ but often aidvanceth private Men to 
that Dignity. 

The deep Impreffions which old Injuries make in 
the Minds of great Men, cannot with new Benefits 
be razed out ; it is alfo to be remembered that Inju- 
ries be done all together, for they offend the lefs and 
will be forgotten the fooner ;' but Benefits Ihould by 
little and little be bellowed, fo ihall the Memory of 
them long continue. 
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A fmall Plcafure or Difpleafure, prefently done, 
jdoth move more than a great good Turq bcftowed in 
tt;imcs paft j for the Tafte of Things prefcnt, doth 
make a deeper Impreffion in the Minds of Men than 
doth the Memory of Things paft, or Expeftation of 
Things to come. 

It is a matter of fmall Pifii/:ulty, to found the 
Difcontentment of other Men ; for every one doth 
willingly tell the well and ill-deferving of Friends, 
and liltewife how much or how little Foes can do, 
if we have Patience to hear ; which Patience is the 
Beginning of all good Speed : but he that delighteth 
to fpeak much, and hear little, fhall ever inform 
others more than he himfelf can learn. 

Among otl^er Dangers which a Prince incurreth by 
being difarmcd, the greateft is, that thereby he be- 
Cometh contemptible j for no Comparifon there is 
between Men . armed and them that are dlfarmed ; 
and no Reaibn there is, that he that is armed ihpuld 
yield Obedience to him that is difarmed -, neither is it 
likely that a Prince difarmed can be fecure from his 
own Subjefts armed. 

A Prijice ignorant of martial Knowledge, among 
other Misfortunes, cannot be eftecmed or trufted of 
his qwn Soldiers ; it behoveth him therefore as well in 
Time of Peace as War, to cxcreife Arms •, which 
may be done by two Mfcans, the one by Adlion qf 
Body, the other by O)ntemplation of Mind. The 
Body may be exerciied in hunting, hawking, and fuch 
Jikc Pafldmes, thereby to be made apt to endure 
Travel: His Mind likcwife may be informed by 
reading of Hiftories, and the Gonfidcratioi\ of Adions 
performed by excellent Captains, obfcrving the Oc- 
cafion of their Viftories or Lofles, to the End he may 
imitate the one, and efchew the other. 

He that doth not as other Men do, but endeavour- 
eth that which ought to be done, fhall thereby rather 
incur Peril than Pxeftr^'ation ^ fpjr. whofo labourcth to 

I 3 ^^ 
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be finccrdy pcrfeft and good, fhall neccflarily perilh, 
living among Men that arc generally evil. 

A Prince that ufeth Liberality to his Prejudice, 
ought not to regard the Infamy oi Miferable, becaufe 
his Parfimony will in time enable him to be liberal, 
and fo may declare himfclf to be, having by Parfimony 
increafed his Power, ar)d therefprc without impofing 
upon the People, may defend himfelf from all fucK 
as will make War ; fo fhall he ufe Liberality to all 
them from whom he taketh nothing, who are infi- 
nite, and ufe Miftrlincfs to thofe only to whom he 
giveth, who are but few. 

There is nothing that confumeth itfelf like to Li- 
berality, for if it be long ufed, it taketh away the 
Means to continue it, and confequently doth make 
Men poor and bafely minded, or elfe to efchew Pot 
verty they fhall be forced to Extortion and become 
odious. 

It is better to incur the Name of Covetous (which 
is a Scandal without Hate) than with Defire to be acr 
counted Uberal, deferve the Infamy of Oppreffion (aa 
Ignominy accompanied with Hatred.) 

4. Prince- ought to be flow in believing, and ad- 
vifed In proceeding -, he fhould alfo beware not to 
rnake himfelf pver-much feared^ but in all his Adions 
fhew great Wifdom tempere4 with Courtefy ; fo Ihall 
not over-much Confidence induce him to be carcjefs, 
nor over-much Diffidence render him intolerable. 

Whofo obferveth^ fhall fee that Men oflfended lefs 
refped: him whom they love, than him whom they 
ifcar. For Love is maintained, by a certain reciproqu^ 
Obligation, which becaufe Men are evil, ufeth to be 
by every occafion of Profit broken. But Fear is con- 
tinued by a certain Drpad pf Punifhment which never 
taileth. 

A Prince that holdeth in thjC Field an Army whercr 
in are great Numbers of Soldiers, ought not to care 
fhough he be accounted cruel j for without fuch an 

Opinion 
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Opinion conceived, he cannot keep his Forces united, 
nor apt to attempt any Enterprize. 

Men for the moft, do ufe rather to judge by their 
Eyes, than by their Hands, for every one may fee, but 
few can certainly know. Every one fceth what thou 
fcemeft to be, but few can underftand what thou art 
indeed ; and thefe few dare not oppofe themfelves to 
the Opinion of many, which have the Majefty of 
Eftate to defend them. Alfo in the Adlions of all 
Men, and chiefly Princes, from whom is no Appella- 
tion, the End is ever obferved. MachiaveL 

A Prince being forced to ufe the Condition of Beafts, 
muft among them make choice of the Fox and the 
Lion ; for the Lion cannot take heed of Snares, and 
the Fox is eafiiy overcome by the Wolves : it beh'oveth 
him therefore to be a Fox to difcover the Snares, and 
^ Lion to terrify the Wolves. 

A Prince newly ^vanced cannot obferve thofe Rulqi 
which are the Caufe that Mei> be accounted good, he 
being many times conftrained for Defence of his State, 
to proceed contrary to Promife, contrary to Charity, 
and all Virtue ; and confequently it behovcth him to 
have a Mind apt to Alteration, as the Wind, and Vari- 
ation of Fortune (hall diredl ; yet ought he not to ^ban- 
don the good, if fo he can, but be ready to. ufe what is 
evil, if fo he fhall be inforced. 

Every Prince ought to have two Ears, the one in- 
trinfic in refped: of Subjefts, the other extrinfic in 
refpeft of foreign Potentates, from whom he may bp 
defended with good Arms, and good Friends : Alfo 
Matters intrinfic will ever ft^d well, fo long as all 
Things abroad reft firm. 

A Prince that is favoured qf the Multitude, need 
QOt to doubt Confpiracy ; but contrarywife, where the 
People is generally difcontented, and hateth the Prince, 
)thei> may he reafonably doubt every thing, and every 
Perfon ; for no Man is fo poor, that wanteth a Wear 
pon wherewith to offend. 

I 4 When 
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When a^y Occafion is prefcntcd to have that thoi^ 
defireft, fail riot to lay hold thereof : For thefe worldly 
Things do vary, and that fo fqddenly, as hard it is to 
aflure ourfelves of any thing, unleft ' the Tame be al- 
ready in hand ; On die other Side, if any Trouble 
threaten thee, defer it fo long as thou may 'ft ; for Time 
may occafion fome Accident to remove all Dangers. 

The Prince that doubteth the Fidelity of his Sub^ 
je6ts, muft of Force build Fortrefles ; but he that 
feareth foreign Force more than his own Pcojple, were 
better to leave them unbuilt.' Howlocver it be, that 
Prince that defireth generally to be refpcfted and 
efteemed, muft perform fome notable Enterprize, and 
give Teftimohy of great Virtue and Valour. * 
• A Prince Ihall do well at all Times to be counfellcd, 
ib as no Man do jprefume to give Counfel, but wheii 
the Prince doth afk it. It is alfo to be noted, that he 
who is not of himfelf wife, cannot be well counfel- 
led of others, unlefs happily he yield to fome wife 
Men thie Government of his whole Affairs. For good 
Couhfels, from whomfocver they proceed, ihall be 
thought to come from the Prince, and not the Wif- 
dom of the Prince to proceed from the Counfel of 
others. 

He that taketh delight to be employed ip public 
Affairs, muft by all means endeavour to continue in 
fuch Services : For oft one Bufinefs dependeth on ano- 
ther, whereunto the Florentine Proverb may be applied, 
Di cofa^ hafa cdfa^ 6? il tempole governa. 

Somt Men have not only defired, but alfo compaf- 
fed Hpnour and Profit ; yet being in PoffelTioh of both, 
were not therewith fo fatisfied as they hoped to be i^ 
which being believed, ' would happily extinguifh the 
immeafurable Ambition, wherewith many Men arc 
poffefled. ^ ' ...... 

' By Experience I have learned, that great FoUy it is 

to account that ours that we ' have not, or fpcnd prc- 

iently in hope of future gain. Therefore Merchants 

' ' during 
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cluring^e Adventure of their Goods, do not increafe 
domeftic Expences, but fearing the worft, affure what 
is in hand. 

For fuch Men as have gained qnto thcmfclves Re-r 
putation, and are accounted virtuous, to maintain that 
Conceit, and efchew Envy, there is nothing better than 
a Life retired from daily Converfation, and chiefly of 
the Multitude. Fugiat fapiens commercia vulgi. 

The End that moveth a Prince to make War, is to 
pnrich himfelf, and impoverilh the Enemy ; neither is 
Vidory defired for other IPurpofe than thereby to be- 
come the more mighty, and make the Enemy weak ; 
confequently wherefoever thy Victory dqth impoveriih 
thee, or thy Gain therein doth weaken thee, it follow-^ 
cth, that thou either pafs or undergo that Mark whcre- 
unto the Intention of War was direded ; and that Prince 
is by Viftory enriched, that can opprefs the Enemy*s 
Power, and become Matter of his Goods and Poflef' 
fions; and that Prince is by Viftory impoveriflied^ 
when the Enemy, notwithftanding he be vidored, can 
ftill maintain himfelf, and the Spoils and Pofleflions 
are not taken to the life of the Prince vidorious, but 
imparted unto his Soldiers. For then may he be 
thought in his own Lofing unfortunate, and in Vidtory 
unhappy ; for if he be vanquifhed^ then muft he en-» 
dure the Offence by Foes •, and being viftorious, Ihall 
be forced to abide the Wrong offered by Friends; 
which as they be lefs reafonable, fo are they alfo lefs 
fupportable; becaufc he is ftill by Impofitions forced 
to burthen the Subjefts : whereof may be inferred, that 
the Prince having in him any Generofity, cannot juftly 
rejoice at that Viftory, which caufeth the Subjeds to ' 
lament 

Whofo defireth to obtain any thing, hopeth to 
compafs his Defire, either by Intreaty, Prefents, or 
Threatning ; for fo fhall he to whom the Requeft is 
made, be moved either with Compalfion, Profit, or 
^car : Ncverthelefe with cQvctous and cruel Men^ 

and 
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and fuch as arc in their Opinion mighty, none of thefc 
can prevail ; and confequently in vain do they labour, 
that go about by Suit to ftir them to Pity, by Gifts 
to gain them, or by Threats to fear them. 

Whofo is perfuaded that any Common-weal can 
continue difunited, doth greatly deceive himfelf : True 
it is, that fome Divifions do maintain the Eftate, but 
others do indamage the fame. They which do harm, 
are fuch as with Sefts and Partakings be accompanied ; 
they which help, without Sefts and Partakings be main- 
tained. A wife Governor therefore^ albeit he cannot 
fo exaftly forefec, but fome Enemies will arife in the 
State, yet may he take Order that no Faftions may 
thereby grow. It is therefore to be noted, that the 
Citizens of every Eftate may afpire to Reputation, 
cither by private or public Means. Reputation by 
public Means, is gained chiefly in the War, either by 
obtaining Viftory in fome Battle, or furprizing of foine 
City ; or elfc by performing fome AmbafTage diligent- 
ly, profperoufly : But private Reputation is gotten by 
doing Favour to this or that Man,' and protefting them 
from Magiftrates, giving tliem Money, advancing 
them unworthily to Honour and Office, and by great 
Feafts, entertaining the Multitude ; of which manner 
of Proceeding, Seds, Faftions, and Partakings do 
grow : And as Reputation thus gained is dangerous, 
fo the other without Faftion is profitable -, becaufe the 
fame is founded on common Welfare, and no private 
Profit: And albeit among Citizens of this fort, will 
oft arife great Hate, yet wanting Followers for then: 
particular Profit, the State Ihall not be endangered, 
but rather ftrengthened ; for every Man endeavouring 
to deferve well, will hold himfelf within the Bounds 
of civil Life, and by virtuous Merits labour to be 
advanced. 

Toperfuade or difluade particular Perfons, is a Mat- 
ter of no Difficulty -, for if Words {\xfRcc not, yet Aur 
thority will prevail : But hard and perilous it is to 

femovc 
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remove a falfe Opinion conceived by a whole Multi- 
tude, for therein fair Speech and no Compulfion mult 
be ufed. 

The beft Means which wife Captains can ufe to make 
their Soldiers refolute, is to take from them all Hope ; 
which Refolution may alfo be increafed with the Love 
of our Country, and Confidence in the Captain : for 
Confidence groweth by the Valour of Men, and Dif- 
cipline in former Viftories, and Truft repofed in the 
Leader. The Love of our Country is natural, but the 
AflTedtion we bear to the Captain proceedeth rather 
from his Virtue, than the Benefits he hath beftowed. 
Neceffity alfo may do much, and chiefly that where 
no Choice is left, but either overcome by Arms, or 
die in Defperation. 

There is nothing of fo great Force to hold an Army 
united, as the Reputation of the Captain, which pro- 
ceedeth only from his Virtue 5 for neither Dignity nor 
Authority without Valour can work that Efiedt 

The firft Care that a Captain muft have, is to hold 
his Soldiers well punifhed, and payed -, for wh^re Pay- 
ment failcth, Punifliment ought not to be inflidted 5 
and confequently no Reafon it is to punifli him for 
Robbery, whom Want of Pay enforceth to fhift ; but 
where the Soldier is payed and not puniflied, (oflfend- 
ing) then will he without refpeft become infolent to- 
wards his Captain, whereof enfue Mutinies, Difcord, 
and utter Ruin. 

It is a Cuftom very honourable, not to promife more 
than thou wilt afluredly perform ; yet true it is, that 
whofoever is denied (though juftly) doth reft ill con- 
tented, for Men indeed are not governed by Reafon: 
otherwife it is for him that promifeth ; and fo good 
Promifes Ihall ftand in ftead of Performance. Befides 
that, he may find Excufe enough, becaufe the moft 
Part of Men are fo fimple, that fair Words alone have 
Power to abufe them, chiefly when they proceed from 
a Perfon of Reputation and Authority. The beft way 

therefore 
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dicrefore is not to promife precifcly, but entertain tkt 
Suitors with Anfwers general, and full of good Hope 5 
yet not fuch as fhall direftly and abfolutely bind. 

Th^ greateft and moft material Difpleafures that ufe 
to arife between the Nobility and People, are caufed 
by the Diverfity of Humours, the one labouring to 
command, the other endeavouring not to obey ; fo 
as all Troubles and Diforders in every Commonweal 
do thereof receive Nutriment. 

The City wliich is maintained rather by Factions 
than Laws, fo foon as one Faftion is become ftrong and 
without Oppofition, the fame of Neceffity muft be 
divided in itfelf -, for thofe particular Cagfes which 
were at the firft taken, are not pf Force enough IQ 
maintain it. 

It is the Nature qf Men not to endure any Difcom- 
modity, unlefs Neceffity do thereunto enforce them : 
which may apparently be perceived by their Habita- 
tions ; for as the Fear of War draweth them to Places 
of Strength, (fqr their Defence) fo that Peril being paft, 
they do for the moft part renwve themfelves to inha-i 
bit Countries of more Commodity and Profit. 

It m^y feem ftrange, and no even Meafure (yet ap- 
proved by Experience) that where many ofFefid, fewr 
are punilhed. Alfo petty Ettots are feverely correft- 
ed, but great and grievous Crimes be rewarded. In 
like manner, where many receive Wrong, few leek 
Revenge : For Injuries univerfal, are with more Pa-? 
tience than particular Offences endured. 

AH, or the greateft Part of Men that have afpired 
to Riches or Power, have attained thereunto either by 
Force or Fraud, and what they have by Craft ox 
Cruelty gained, to cover the Fpulnefs of their Faft, 
they call Purchafe, as a Name more hopeftt Howfo- 
cver, he that for Want of Will or Wit yfeth not 
thofe Means, muft reft in Servitude and Poverty. 
The Reafon thereof is, that as Nature hath laid before 
Men the ?hief of 4II ppr^upes, ftj^ flic difpofes. theip 

rather 
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ttltiier to Rapine than honeft Induftry, and more fub- 
jcft to bad than good Endeavours : Hereof it cometh, 
that one Man eateth another, and he that is weakeft 
muft always go to the worft. 

Where Neceflity forceth, Boldnefs is reputed WiP- 
dom^ and in great Enterprizes, Peril is not to be made 
account of J for thofe Attempts that begin with Dan- 
ger, always end with Honour, or Reward ; alfo from 
one Peril there is no way to efcape, but by entering 
into another. 

A wife Man ought not to defire to inhabit that 
Country where Men have more Authority than Laws. 
For indeed that Country deferves to b€ defired where 
every one may fecurely enjoy his own ; not that, where 
with Facility it may be taken away ; and that Friends 
for fear to lofe their own, are enforced to forfakc 
them. 

Some Magiftrates either by over-great Zeal, or Ig- 
norance, take a Courfe of Rigour, which beingf for the 
prefent favoured, they are ever the more employed, as 
Men meet to extirpate Inconveniences, 

But thereby the Subjedts are often drawn into Def- 
peration, and confequently have recourfe unto Arms, 
iis their uttermoft Refuge. In this Cafe, a wile Prince, 
for appeafing the People, is forced to difallow his Mi- 
nifters, and fometimes alfo to inflift public Punifh- 
• ment. 

A Prince naturally fufpicious, and having about 
Yarn Perfons inclined to Envy, is eafily induced to mif^ 
truft thofe Men that have ferved him with moft Suffi- 
ciency, which Danger they cannot efchew, becaufe 
they who are worthieft Commendation, are oftentimes 
envied by fuch Perfons as have Accefs unto the Prince. 

Whofo cannot endure both Envy and Hate, mult 
refrain to enterprize great Matters : For great Honours 
being defired of many, it behoveth him that afipircth 
unto them, to be for his Dignity envied, and for his 
Authority hated -^ ydjich. Authority albeit the fame be 

well 
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Well ufed, yet they who hate or envy (perfuading 
themfelves it might be better handled) endeavour to 
opprefs that Power, as fearing it will be worfe. 

Among other Things which worketh the Inconvc^ 
niences of Commonweals, Ambition and Delperation 
are chief ; of both, Defperation is worft: For Ambi- 
tion may attend Occafion, Defperation will not, as that 
cannot endure Delays, Hiftorians defiring to write 
the A(5tions of Men, ought to fet down the fimplc 
Truth, and not fay any thing for Love or Hatred ; al^ 
fo to chufe fuch an Opportunity for writing, as it may 
be lawful to think what they will, and write what 
they think, which is a rare Happinefs of the Time. 

In commending or difallowing the Adtions of Men, 
it is a Courfe very requifitc to confider the Beginning, 
the Proceeding, and the End : fo fliall we fee the 
Reafons and Caufes of Things, and not their bare 
Events only, which for the moft part arc governed by 
Fortune 

It is a Matter of much Neceflity, that every Man, 
and chiefly a Prince, fhould in his firft Aftions give 
fome TefUmony of Virtue ; for falling at firft into Ob- 
loquy, do he well or ill, all is ill taken. 

The Cuftom of the common People, is to judge ra- 
ther by their Eyes than by their Ears ; which is the 
Caufe they allow more of external Shew, than inward 
Virtue : And true it is, where Excellency of Mind, 
and Beauty of Body concur, the Commendation due to 
fuch a Perfon is far the greater. Gratior ejl pukhro ve^ 
niens e corpore virtus. 

A Prince or great Perfonage that conftantly enduretb 
Adverfity, deferveth great Praife : yet greater Com- 
mendation is due to him that beaieth himfelf modaftly 
in his Happinefs ; for Miferies are oft bom with Pa* 
tience, but Felicity corrupteth. 

To be defcended of Princes or great Perfonages, is^ 
a matter of mere Fortune, and fo to be cfteemed ; but 

Adop- 
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Adoption proceedeth from the Judgment of Mca^» 
therefore feemeth incoraipt, and feldom abufed. 

It hath been long obferved, and is a Rule which 
rarely faileth, that he fhall be ever fufpe<9:ed of the 
Prince in Pofleflion, whom Men account worthy to 
be a Prince in Reverfion. 

It hath been a Ufe very ancient, to give credit to 
Aftrologers, and other fuch Perfons, who by their 
Star-learning, or blind Divination, take upon them to 
tell of Things to come. The Reafon thereof is, that 
the molt Part of Men believe that fooneft which they 
leaft underftand ; and if they fee the Event of a Pre- 
diftion, though it happeneth by mere Chance to fall 
out according to that was premifed, thereupon they 
fettle fo firm an Impreflion, as albeit many other fail, 
yet the good Conceit of their Cunning cannot be re- 
moved. 

Liberality is a Virtue w^ich gaineth Love, but 
much are they deceived whom Riot in Ueu thereof 
abufeth. To caft away and confume is foon learned, 
but to give in good Order few have the Skill. 

In Time of fudden Mutiny, Confpiracy and Offence 
of People, the wifeft Refolution is not to oppofe Force, 
to prevent Fury, but rather give Space for the Bad to 
amend, and the Good to confent : for Reafons prevail 
on the fudden, but good Counfd gatihers Forces by 
Icilure. 

Mature Deliberation ought ever to be ufed ; but 
when Arms are to determine, fpeedy Execution is the 
beft ; becaufe no Delay in that Enterprize is fit, which 
cannot be commended before it be ended. 

Whofo is pleafed to obferve the Proceedings of Men 
in Authority, fliall obferve that fome of them hold a 
plain Courfe without Refpeft ; others proje<5ling for 
Time to come, do forecaft how to hold their prefent 
good Fortune, or at leaft to efcape Danger : for they 
miftrufting prefent Prolperity, and fearing a Change, 
prepare beforehand fome private Friend* to oppofe 

againft 
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againft public Hatred : whereof may be irifcrrcdj 
that no Care is taken of Innoccncy, but every one 
ftudieth how to pafs without Punifhmcnt. 

In Captains, and all military CommanderSj three 
Things are required. Virtue^ Discipline, arid Authority; 
but in private Soldiers, Obedienire and Courage only 
fufficeth ; for by due obeying^ and no curious fcanning^ 
the Leader's Direftions are mairitained, and the Army 
in Danger is always moft valiant, which before the 
Danger is moft quiet. Let the Soldier therefbrc be 
well armed, and valiantly minded. To advife and 
direftj muft be thfe Captain's Care* 

It is a Matter of no great Momcnt§ yet always wor- 
thy the noting, that any exterior Behavidur^ or Gar- 
ment prefenting Pride or Greatnefs, chiefly in Pferfons 
lately advanced, though no Man be thereby intcrefted 
or injured, doth move in others a certain Offence 5 
For the Nature of Man is fuch, as beholdcth the new 
Prolpcrity of others with an envious Eye, and wilheth 
a Moderation of Fortune no where fo mucb as in thofe 
we have known in equal Degree with ourielvesi 

In all Enterprizfcs of War, (if prelerit Neceflity dotH 
not otherwife require) Lcifure and Deliberation ought tcT 
be ufed j for often it fufficeth in lieu of Wifdom, ttf 
take the Advantage of other Men's FoUy^ 

All Men that are to confider of great Aftioris,- ought 
to be informed whether that which is undertaken, be 
profitable for the Commonweal^ honourable to them- 
felves, and eafy to be affeded : or at leaft not greatly 
difficult. Alfo, he that perfuadethy is to be examined 
whether befides bare Words and Counfel^ he will join 
his own Peril ; and if Fortune favour the Ateempt, ta 
whom the principal Glory Ihall redound. 

The Perils wmch accompany private Entcrprizesf,* aref 
far unlike to thofe which he doth enter, that afpircth 
to Principality. For in private Attempts^ a Man may 
paufe or proceed as he will ; but to him that afpires to 
Empire, there remains no middle Courfe, bus either 

by 



7i&^ Cabinet-CouncilJ 129 

by Vi£tory to triumph as a Prince^ or being vanquifh- 
cd to endure Death as a Traytor. 

Let no Man in his Profpcrity, give much Credit to 
common Applaufe, or Service aflured by any, of whom 
in meaner Fortune he hath had no Experience : for the 
bafe People are learned in no Lcflbn, only without 
difference of Truth or Falfhood to flatter Men in Au- 
thority, and with Shouts and Words of great Rejoic- 
ing, to make Shew of great AfFedion. 

As overmuch Haftc is dangerous, fo too great Delay 
oftentimes proveth difadvantageous : for albeit Con- 
fultation ought to forego Aftion, yet to difpute long, 
and- in the End rejeft the Advice of either Side, or take 
a middle Courfe (which in Cafes of Doubt and Danger 
is worft) was ever accounted great Difcretion. 

There is no Courfe more comely, nor any Refolu- 
tion fo well befeeming a wife Man, having made Proof 
of his own Virtue (and finding in Age no Fortune due 
to fuch Eflfeft) as to retire himfelf from the Court and 
Company -, for fo fliall he Ihun the Inconveniencies of 
Contempt, and the Difcommodity of Travel, (Jucunda 
fene£iuti otia) yet true it is, that whofo nath lived a 
Prince, or governed as a public Perfon, cannot expeft 
Security in a private Eftate. 

Whenfoever Danger draweth near, and Terror is at 
hand, all Men look about, but none willingly adven^ 
ture : For in fuch Cafes, every Man will give Counfel, 
but few will take part of the Peril. 

In Commonwealths where Sefts or Partialities be, 
the Leader of any Side is able to kindle Civil War ; 
yet is he unable to moderate the Viftory : For to ftir 
up Diflenfions and Troubles, the worfl: Man moft 
commonly bears the Stroke ; but Peace and Quietnefs 
are not eftablilhed but by Men of rare Gifts, and ex- 
cellent Virtue. 

It may feem ftrange and contrary both to Courtefy 
and Chrillian Profeffion, that Men are far more mind* 
fulof Injuries done lyito them, than of Benefits recei>^- 
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cd by them. The Reafon thereof is, that Thankful- 
ntfs is accounted a Burthen, but Revenge is Iweet, and 
reckoned a great Gain. 

Of reconciled Foes, and fuch as know that our 
Harms were caufed by their Means, we oft-times ex- 
pedt Favour, as perfuaded that new Friendfhip will re- 
pair the Lofs of old Difpleafure : But the Matter doth 
feldom fo fall out ; for the Quality of Man's Nature, is 
ever to hate thofe whom he hath hurt, and love them 
whom he hath made beholding : ^os Uferunt ode- 
runt. Tac. 

To common Perfons, and fuch as are ignorant in 
Matters of State, every Taxation and Impofition feem- 
eth heavy, or fuperfluous ; yet the wifer Sort know, 
that the End of all public Endeavour, is to confirm 
People in Peace; and Peace Ciinnot be maintained 
without Arms, nor Arms without Pay, nor Pay with- 
out Impofitions. 

As fortunate Folk are envied, fo are the Poor con- 
temned ; which Rule reacheth alio to Princes : The 
one lives in Plenty with War, the other in Poverty 
with Peace. For feldom is it feen, that thofe People 
are aflaulted, where nothing is to be gained, and whofc 
bafe Beings afford no other Spoils than Blood and 
Beggary. 

Wife Men have obferved, that in Matter of State, 
and the managing thereof, three Things are efpecially 
to be looked unto : The firft is Occafion ; the fecond, 
the Intentions of other Men ; the third, our own Af- 
feftion. For there is nothing that flippeth away fo 
foon as Occafion ; nothing fo difficult as to judge what 
another Man intendeth ; nor any thing more nocent 
than our own immoderate Defires. 

It hath been ever a Courfe obferved by wife Princes,, 
but much more by Jrijtocracies and Poptdar StaieSy 
againft Force and Fury of the Multitude, to defend 
themfelves with Silver and Gold. 

How 



'The Cabin ET-CotTNciL* jji 

Mow much more it importeth all Princes tb lead a 
Virtuous Life, and give daily Example of Piety and 
J[uftice, appears apparently in the Proceedings of the 
Roman Bifliops, who by the Well-doing of fome few 
of them at the firft, became greatly honoured ; but af- 
terwards they became contemptible : For the Reve^ 
rence which Men did bear to the Sanftity of their Lives 
failing, it was impoffible of fo contrary Mann^ers and 
Examples to look for like EfFcdts. 

The Succefs of War chiefly depend eth on the 
Reputation of the Prince, which declining, the Virtue 
alfo of the Soldiers faileth ; likewife the Fidelity of 
the People decayeth, and their Money to maintain the 
Warceafeth: contrary wife, the Courage of the Enemy 
is increafed, they that Hood doubtful become refolved^ 
and every Difficulty augmenteth. 

The Authority which Princes give, is chiefly in Re- 
fpeiSl of Wifdom and Valour : Yet true it is, that for 
the mofl: part, they acconut them the wifefl: Men, that 
can befl: accommodate themfelves to their Humour. 

The greatefl: Difl:refs and Difficulty which can come 
to any Army, doth proceed of thefe Caufes : Want of 
Money, Scarcity of Viduals^ Hatred of People, Difcord 
of Captains, Difobedicnce of Soldiers, and their flying 
to the Enemy, either of Neceffity or Free-will. 

A Prince or great Magifl:rate, having long main- 
tained the Reputation of Wifdom and Virtue, mufl: 
take heed that no rafh or dangerous Refolution do 
taint the honourable Fame of his former Life : For 
to be tranfported with Anger againfl: his own Profit, is 
Lightnefsj and to efl:eem fmall Dangers 'more than 
great, is want of Judgment. 

A Prince or Perfon of great Efl:ate, muft be wary 
not to incur the Conceit of Double-dealing : For little 
Sincerity and Truft is looked for in his Aftions, ot 
whom there is an Opinion of Craft and Fallhood con- 
ceived. 

K 2 ■ Ex- 
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Experience hath always proved, that whatfoever the 
moft part of Men defire, rarely cometh to pafs :. The 
Reafon hereof is, that the EfFedls of human. Anions 
commonly depend on the Will of a few ; and their In- 
tentions ever differing from the greater Number, the. 
End and Suceefs cannot be other than as pleafeth the 
Few that are to direft them. 

There is nothing more dangerous than to enterprizc 
a War, or other Aftions of Importance upon popular 
Perfuafion •, for fuch Expcdlations are vain, and fuch 
Defigns fallible: Alfo the Fury of the Multitude is 
great, when Danger is little or far off; but Perils 
growing great and near, their Courage quaileth, as they 
whofe Paflions have no Rule or Meafure. 

It is Ilrange to fee how apt Men are to doubt Dif- 
pleafure threatened by Enemies, chiefly when they 
draw near; for the People do naturally over-much fear 
Dangers at hand, and efteem lefs than is fit of Things 
prelent : Alfo to make fmall account of thofe that are 
far from them, becaufe divers Remedies may be hoped 
as well by Time, as other Accidents. 

The oftenfive Words or Anfwers of Indignation^ 
proceeding from great Princes,, ought never to admit 
Drfpleafure into the Minds of them againft whom they 
ZTt Ipoken : For having by Speech uttered a great part 
of Choler,. the Edge of their Deeds becomes the calmer, 
and more eafily appeafed : Such is the Condition of 
noble and generous Spirits. 

To judge right of other Men's Merit, feems of great 
Difficulty ; for Time and Tryal is thereto required \ 
alfo it is not eafy to anfwer the Expedlation of Men, 
but oft-times inconfiderate, and not meafured in due 
Proportion 

It is a part of great Difcretion, to divide the Seafons 
of Affairs and Vacations: For as it fitteth well a 
Prince or Perfon of Dignity, in times of Audience and 
Judgment, to be grave, heedful, and auftere : So thofe 
Offices performed, all fhew of Authority, and fad Looks 

ought 
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eught to be fet apart ; for by that Means, neither cour- 
teous Behaviour Ihall detraft from the Reverence due 
to his Place, nor Severity diminifh the Love, which to 
his Behaviour appertaineth. 

Magiftrates muft look into all Things^ but not ex- 
aft all Things to Rigour. Light Faults may be par- 
doned, but great Offences fcvcrely correfted ; yet not 
always proceeding to Punifliment,but oft contented with 
Repentance. To be bitter in rebuking, is alfo fit for 
a Magiftrate, Ihcwing himfelf four to the Bad, and 
fweet to the Good -, framing both Countenance and 
Condition according to the Merit of Men ; and be 
perfuaded that it is more honeft to offend, than to 
hate. 

Soldiers mufl be encouraged in all Fortunes to (land 
refolved, and not to be daunted with any pafling Mil^ 
adventure, ever attending a Time and Opportunity of 
-Revenge, which commonly cometh to pafs, where 
Men's Minds are united : for common Danger mufl be 
i»epelled with Union and Concord. 

Among other Realbns wherewith Soldiers are en- 
couraged, Neceflity and Diflrefs doth oft inforce them : 
For as Men of Virtue perform the Aftions of Arms 
for Honour, fo the Coward mufl do them for his 
Security. 

All Enterprizes attempted by Arms, are honourable; 
but thofe that are done in Countries remote, are mor^ 
praifable -, for the lefs they be in Knowledge, the great- 
er is the Glory to atchieve them. 

To be truly and faithfully loved, is a Thing greatly 
to be defired -, for Termor and Fear are weak Works 
of Affeftion •, for they being taken away, he that ccaf- 
eth to fear, will foon begin to hate : and as they that 
by Force are kept under, obey with Ill-will-, fo 
they that govern without Line jufUy, rule againfl 
Right. 

Some Men either deferving to be accounted of ex- 
cellent Wifdom, or fmgular in that Skill whereof they 

K 3 jmake 
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make Profeffion, do ordinarily love the Proceedings 
of others, taking that Advantage of their ill Succefs 5 
yet fure it is, that Difaftcr and unhappy Event of fome 
Anions, proceed not of iDiforder, nor human Imper* 
feftion, but from a certain fatal Fury, which neither 
Counfel nor Conftancy of Men can withftand. 

It is a Matter of much Difficulty, or rather impoffi- 
ble for any Prince to maintain the Law, Civil or Mi- 
litary, without Severity ; For where Men hope to be 
eafily pardoned, there are they apt to offend. Contra- 
rily, where Men's Adions are prccifely fitted, there do 
they live in over great Awe^ and Hatred doth always 
accompany fuch Severity. The beft Courfe therefore 
is to puniih Offences fcverely, and reward virtuous 
Merits liberally j lb Ihall Fear be converted to reverend 
Refpeft, and none have caufe to complain j for as it 
lies in each Man's Power to fliun offending^ fo is it in 
their Power alfo to deferve well, and merit Reward. 

Whofoever after mature Deliberation, hath refolved 
what Courfe to hold in the Adion he hath in Hand, 
muft not after repent or fear any Difficulty, for fuch 
Thoughts would break the Vigour of the Mind, and 
impeach the Proceedings of that which was refolved i 
and albeit fome Differences do haply arife, yet muft 
he believe that every other Courfe would have 
been accompanied with the fame, or greater Impedi- 
ments. 

Young Men for the Warmnefs of their Blood, and 
for not having before-time been deceived by Fortune, 
niore willingly enterprize Adions rather honourable 
than fevere. But old Men, as well for that their Heat 
is cooled, as alfo for having attempted many Things in 
vain, make choice of Enterprizes fevere, rather than 
thofe that are followed with Fame and Glory.. 

The Greatnefs of one Prince, is nothing eile but the 
Ruin and Diftrefs of another : Likewife his Strength is 
the Weakuefs and Oppreffion of others. 

Som5 
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Some Conquefts arc of fuch quality, as albeit a vic- 
torious Captain merit triumphal Honour ; yet a modeft 
Refufal, becomes his greater Glory. 

The Dignity of Magiftrates is not aflured without 
Arms •, for when Obedience faileth, no other Means is 
left to continue a People united. 

As willing Obedience in Subjefts is the Prince'* 
Strength, fo is the fame their own Security ; for as by 
the Prince's Authority the People are governed, fo by 
their Confent he is maintained. 

Three Things Men covet with immoderate De- 
fire, Lands, Riches, and Honours; but as feldom 
they compafs their full Content, fo are they for the . 
moft part to endure a Deftiny far other than they 
wifhed. 

Strange it is, yet by Experience proved true, that 
in time of Danger, Fortune, or rather Deftiny, fo much 
amazeth the Judgment of wife Men, as feldom' they 
conceive what Refolution is beft to be tal^cn. 

No great Free-City can long continue quiet, unlefs 
the fame be ufed to foreign Aflaults ; for wanting 
Foes without, fome inward Enmity will arife, not un- 
like to ftrange Bodies of Men, which being fecure from 
external Injury, are neverthelefs by their own Poife 
opprefled. 

As every Pilot of ordinary Skill knoweth in calm 
and quiet Seas to direft the Courfe of his Ship, fo 
every Governor of Capacity doth underftand how the 
Affairs of State are in peaceable Times to be handled : 
But when Tempefts are, and Subjeds bent to Sedition, 
the one requires ^n excellent Sailor, the other the 
Aid of fome excellent Wifdom. 

It oft happens, that public Duty is oppofite to pri- 
vate Friendlhip ; fo as we are either forced to omit the 
Offices due to our Country, or draw our deareft Friends 
ujto Danger : In which Cafe we are to prefer public 
Refpeft, before particular. Obligation. 

K 4 Th& 
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The Nature of bafe People is fuch, as either they 
obey flaviflily, or command infolently ; for Liberty 
being the Mark whereat they aim, is by them of that 
Quality, neither moderately defired, nor difcreetly 
continued ; and always there are fome feditious Leaders 
ti be found, who out of Diforder are inclined to kindle 
the Ire and Offence of ignorant People : Dux rebus 
inotis^ facile invenittir. Salluil. 

Experience hath oft proved, that Men in beft For- 
tune, and fuch as efteem thcmfelves moft fecure, even 
then fall fooneft into Difadventure, becaufe thofe Dan- 
gers unfeared, be as it were contemned, and not re- 
garded. 

To enter needlefs Dangers, was ever accounted 
Madnefs, yet in Times of extreme Peril, and apparent 
Diftrefs, bold and hazardous Attempts are greateft 
Security. 

The divers Adventures which happen to Men, may 
well inform t\ at much better it is, chiefly in Arms, to 
be governed by Reafon than by Fortune. 

A certain Peace is ever accounted better Security 
than Victory hoped or ejcpefted : Melior tutiorque cert a 
pax qucnn fperata vi5loria, Liv. 

If to our Profperity, God were pleafed to add the 
Grace of Wifdom, we fhould thereby judge not only 
of what is pad, but alfo of all that can fucceed here- 
after. 

Rarely or never can w^e confider truly of worldly 
Proceedings, unlefs firft we have felt the Deceits of 
Fortune. Difcord or Diffenfion in any State or City, 
offers Opportunity to fuch Men a» are ambitious to 
work their Will ; for the Humour of Sefts and Partiali- 
ties is fuch, as the weaker Faftion doth ever chufe 
rather to call for Aid of Strangers, than yield to the Do- 
minion of an adverfe Party. 

Ancient Cufloms may not violently and fuddcnly be 
t^ken away : Fortjane which altereth all Things, wilji 
by little and little wear them cut of Ufe, 

To 
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To be oft in Fight, and converfe much with Men, 
bfecdeth a kind of Satiety ; therefore it behoveth Per- 
fons of great Eftate and Authority to be retired, left 
over-much FamiUarity Ihould detrad from the Reve- 
rence due to honourable Eftate. 

The Natures of Men, not content to live according^ 
to their Fortune and Birth, are of all others moft prone 
to Envy ; becaufe they hate the Virtue and Welfare of 
all fuch as are in Eftimation above them. 

Great heed is to be taken, that no Citizen or Subjefl: 
be fufFered to afpire to fuch Greatnefs, as cannot be 
forced to obey the Laws ; and no Order there is of 
more Necefllty, than that every Man, of what Quality 
foever, may be without Refpedt accufed an<l judged. 

For Confervatipn of particular Greatnefs and Dig- 
nity, there is nothing more noble and glorious, than 
to have felt the Force of every Fortune. 

It is the Quality of wife Men only, to know how to 
ufe Profperity, and never to truft too much to the Fa- 
vours of prefent Happinefs. A Man well advifed iu 
his Profperity, beareth not himfelf towards others ei- 
ther proud or violent \ nor muft he believe in his own 
prefent Felicity, for the Day knows not what the Night 
bringeth : He only is to be reputed a Man, whofe Mind 
cannot be puft up by Profperity, nor dejedted by any 
adverfe Fortune. 

Men of choleric Humour are eafily moved with in- 
folent Speeches; but wife Men laugh them to fcorn. 

The way whereby a Prince cfchews the Hate of Sub- 
jefts, is, not to take from them their Lands or Goods ; 
yet albeit the Blood of fome few be tainted, unlefs the 
fame be accompanied with XTonfifcation, (which a 
Prince is rarely forced to ufe) it feldom caufeth him to 
become odious. 

A Rule moft certain it is, that he who commands 
any thing unpleafmg, muft by fevere Means caufe it to 
be obferved ; and who defireth to be obeyed, muft 
know how to command ; and he only knows how to 

command. 
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command, that doth compare his own Force with thofe 
that arc to obey ; wherein finding a Proportion, then 
he may boldly proceed, othcrwife forbear. 

In Aftions of Difficulty, great Courage is to be ufe4, 
and whofo compaffeth any thing by violence, cannot 
maintain it by Mildnefs, nor command by Affability : 
He therefore that is of Nature . foft, ihould do bell to 
refrain all extraordinary Commands, and in Matters 
ordinary, employ the Virtue of his mild Spirit, becaufe 
ordinary Punifhments are not imputed to the Prince, 
or his Magiftrates, but to the Laws and Ordinances 
of State. 

When Neccffity prefleth, Defperation is deemed 
Wifdom, and generous Minds do not account of Danr 
ger, becaufe thofe Attempts which begin with Peril, do 
for the moft part end with glory. 

He that endeavours to be good among many that 
are eviJ, or will uphold that which thofe labour 
to pull down, of Force worketh his own undoing. All 
Commonwealths alter from Order to Diforder, from 
Diforder to Order again ; for Nature having made all 
worldly Things variable, fo foon as they have attained 
jbheir utmoft Perfedion and Height, they muft defcend ; 
fo from good they fall back to evil, and from evil they 
return to good. War begets Quiet, Quiet Idlenefs, 
Idlenefs Diforder, Diforder Ruin ; likewife Ruin Or- 
der, Order Virtue, Virtue Glory, and good Fortune. 

Wife Men have obferved, that Arms were before 
JLrcarning, and Captains before Philofophers : for good 
and well-regulated Armies having gained Viftory, efta- 
blilhed Reft and Security, whereof the Study of Let-- 
iers and liberal Sciences enfued. 

That Country deferveth to be loved of all Men, which 
loves all Men indifferently, and not that Country 
which refpecting the beft Part, advanced a few : No 
Man therefore is to be blamed, if for fuch Caufe he 
defir-c rather to abandon than embrace his Country. 

Cgn> 
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Commonwealths are Bodies mixt, yet hay^ they of 
Bodies limple fome Refemblanc^ : And as in ihefe, ma- 
ny Infirmities grow, which without violent Medicines 
cannot be cured -, fo in the other many Mifchiefs arife, 
which a good and godly Patient fhould offend to leave 
uncured^ though therein he ufe both Force and Fire. 

Thofe Wars be moft juft which are moft neccflary 5 
and thofe Arms are moft merciful, where no Hope c^ 
Help remains but in them only. 

In Aftions which promife either public glory, or 
private Honour, Men may be reafonably perfuaded to 
adventure Life and Living, becaufe great Hope there is 
to die with Reputation, or live to recover that Peace 
which War hath confumed : But where Men are no left 
opprefled by Infolency of Commanders, than by Info- 
lency of Foes, there is the Calami:y doubled, and of 
two Evils, the Danger of War feemeth leaft j for that 
hath End, the other is infinite. 

Whofo perfuades himfelf to be no lefs efteemed in 
Evil than good Fortune, is deceived : For Promifes 
made during Diftrefs, are rarely performed, unlefs the 
fame Neceffity continue. 

The Intent of every Prince, or other State that 
makes War, is to enrich himfelf, and impoverilh the 
Enemy : Neither is Vidtory for other Occafions fought, 
nor the Poffeffions of the Enemy to other End defired, 
than to make themftlves mighty, and their Enemy 
weak. It follows then, that fo oft as the Vidory im^ 
poveriflies them, or the Gains weaken them, either 
they pafs, or come fliprt of that Mark whereat the 
War was aimed. 

Ancient and well-governed Commonwealths were 
wont by their Conquefts to fill the Treafuries with Gold 
and Silver, to give Reward to Soldiers, to fpare the 
People from Tributes, to make Triumphs and public 
Feafts : But in later Times the Wars have ufed, firft, 
to confume the Treafure, and after impoverifh the Peo-. 
pie, without afluring them froip their Enemies. 
* ' '^ ' A 
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A Prince or State that leaves Promifes unperformed^ 
by reafon of unexpefted Impediments, and for no ill 
Intent, ought not to be blamed: Neither are fucH 
Accidents any juft Caufe or Colour, why Friends Ihould 
abandon their Confederates. 

Where Magiftrates govern juftly. Subjects obey du- 
tifully ; where private Perfons grow rich, and Princes 
enlarge their Empire, there is the Commonwealth blef- 
fed, and the People fortunate. 



CHAP. XXVL 

^daxims of State^ or prudential Grounds ^ and polemical 
Precepts^ concerning all Eftates^ and Forms of Policy^ 
in Times of Peace or War^ fc?r. confirmed by feU& 
Narrations J and hiftorical Parallels. 

« 

ALL Cities and Towns of State, are builded either 
by People dwelling in, or about the Place where 
they are builded, or t\k they are made by Strangers : 
Of the firft are Athens and Venice^ of the other Alexan- 
dria and Florence. 

The Fortune of every City builded, and Virtue of 
the Builder, appeareth by Choice of the Place, and 
Qiiality of Laws •, for as fertile Places occafion Men 
to be flothful, unlefs by good Laws they be forced to 
Labour, fo Barrennefs compels them to Induftry ; 
which reafon induceth wife Men to plant Habitations 
in either : Examples of the firft arc Ferrara and Rjome^ 
of the fecond Ragufa and Genoa. 

All Laws whereby Commonwealths are governed, 
were either made by fome one excellent Man, and at an 
Inftant ; or elle they were ordained at fundry Times, 
according to fuch Accidents as befel. Example the 
Laws of Sparta^ made at the beginning by LycurguSj the 
Laws of Rome at fundry times. 

The Government of every City, in time becomes 
corrupt i Principality changeth into Tyranny j the 

Op- 
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Optimacy is made the Government of the People, and 
the popular Eftate turns to licentious Diforder ; which 
Inftability or Alteration moved fome Law-makers to 
take Order, that in the Government of their City, there 
fhould be a mixture of all tliree, and was the Caufe 
that the Policy of Sparta continued eight hundred 
Years, when the popular State of Athens endured not 
one hundred. Example, the Laws oi Sparta made by 
l^ycurgusy and the Laws of Athens by Solon. 

Whofo taketh in hand to frame any State or Go- 
vernment, ought to prefuppofe that all Men are evil, 
and at Occafions will fliew themfelves fo to be. Ex- 
ample, the Envy of the People of Rome to the Nobles, 
and their Infolency towards them, appeared not fo long 
as the Kings governed ; but the Tarquins being banilh- 
ed. Opportunity was thereby offered, and the Malice 
of the one and the other became difcovered. 

The divers Honours of the Nobility and People, the 
one defiring to command, the other not to obey, are 
the Caufe of continual Troubles, unlefs fome third 
Mean there be, of more Authority than either, tp 
bridle the Force of both. Example, the Kings in 
Rome expulfed, forthwith arofe much Mutiny, and 
could not be fupprefs'd, till the TribumFlebis were crea- 
ted, whofe Authority wrought the fome Effe<3: which 
the Kings had done. 

Some States endeavour to enlarge their Dominions, 
and fome others labour only to maintain that Eftate 
they anciently poflefs'd. Example of the firft, was the 
City of Rome^ of the fecond Sparta. 

AH States defiring to live at Liberty, think fit that 
every Man fhould be permitted to accufe any Citizen 
that ofFcndeth, which manner of Proceeding, works 
two excellent Effefts : Firft, that the People fliould 
not dare for fear of accufing to attempt ought againfl 
the State ; or if they do, they fhall be prefently and 
without RefpeiSt punifhed. Secondly, by Liberty of 
accufmgj every Man hath Means to utter the Offence 

where-* 
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wherewith he can charge others, which he could not 
unlcfs it were lawful to take fuch an ordinary Courfe,. 
and confequently be driven to ways extraordinary, par- 
ticular Revenge, or calling foreign Forces. Example, 
Coriolanus and Jppius^ Claudius at Rome^ Lucannone at 
Cbinfi^ Francifco V alert in Florence. 

As Accufations are in every State neceflary, fo Slan- 
ders are dangerous, and worthy of Punifhmcnt ; the 
Diflference betwixt Accufations and Slanders, is, that 
the one is publicly performed before Magiftrates, 
with good Proofs and Witnefles to maintain the Truth 
of the Accufation ; but Slanders are as well publicly 
performed, as difperfed in fecret, and Places of Repair 
without Witnefs and Juftification, fo as every Man 
may be flandered, but few are orderly accufed. Ex- 
ample, Afpius Claudius accufed by L. Virginius ; Furius 
Camillus, flandered by Manlius Capitoliuus, 

The only Means to fupprefs Slander is, to give Au- 
thority to fome Perfons of Repute, to compel every 
Slanderer to become an Accufer 5 and if the Accufa- 
tion prove true, then to reward the Accufer, or at leafl: 
not to punifli him. Example, Manlius the Slanderer 
of CamilluSy for his untrue Information punifhed. 

A Rule moft certain and aflured it is, that every 
Kingddm and State at' the firft well framed, or after 
well informed, doth take the Perfedion thereof from 
the Wifdom of fome excellent Man, who ought not 
to be blind, though in a Matter of great Moment, he 
haply ufeth fome extraordinary Violence or Pro- 
ceedings ; for he that employeth Force to mend and 
not to mar, deferves Commendation. Example, Ro- 
mulus, Lycurgus, Cleomenes. 

There lives no Man fo (imple or wife, fo wicked 
' or well difpofed, but prefers thofe Perfons that are 
praifeable, before thofe that are blameable ; notwith- 
ftanding for that, well near all Men are beguiled in 
difcerning what indeed is good, deeming that honour- 
able, which in Truth is otherwife; they fuffer themfelves 

cither 
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either willingly or ignorantly to be carried into a Courfe, 
which merits rather Infamy than Commendation. Ex- 
ample, every Man wifheth himfelf Timoleon or Ageji- 
lausj rather than Dicmfius or Pbalaris j rather a Tiius 
or Trajariy then Caligula or Vitellius. 

Who reads Hiftories treating of great Aftions, fliall 
pierceive that good Princes indeed are more fecwe, and 
better defended by the Love of the People, and Fide- 
lity of Counfellors, than were they that entertained 
many Legions and Men of War. Example, of all 
thofe Emperors which reigned after Cafar until Maxi- 
minus^ the greateft Number were for their Vices taken 
and flain ; only Galba and Pertinax excepted, who were 
good Emperors. 

A Prince of great Knowledge both in Arms and 
Wifdom, fo firmly fettles the Foundation of Govern- 
ment, as albeit his Succeflbr be of the lefs Virtue, yet 
may he be maintained even by the Memory of his 
Predeceflbr : But if it happen that the third Prince 
prove not more like the firft, than the fecond, then all 
that is paft goeth to Ruin. Example, the martial 
Valour of Romulus was the Caufe that Numa might 
govern fafely in Peace ^ which Tullus could not have 
done, had he been unlike to Romulus : nor fhould Ba^ 
jazef Emperor of Turkey^ have enjoyed the State of 
his Father Mahomet ^ and left the fame to his Pofterity, 
if Selim his Son had not been more like to his Grand- 
father, than to Bajazet his Father. 

The Succeflion of two excellent Princes, chiefly if 
they be of long Life, works wonderous EfFefts : the 
like is feen in Optimacies or popular States, where the 
Governors fucceflively elefted, be Men of great Vir- 
tue and Underftanding. Example, the firft appeared 
in Philip ofMacedon^ and Alexander his Son ^ the fecond 
in the Confuls of Rome. 

In every State where Soldiers are not, the Fault 
thereof proceeds from the Governors. Wife Princes 
were therefore wont f.even in times of Peace) to caufe 
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warlike Exercifes to be ufed ; for without them the 
nioft wadike Nations become not only ignorant in 
martial Knowledge, but alio effeminate. Example, 
Pelopidas and Epaminondas in Thebes^ and King Tullus 
in Rome^ as well in peaceable as troublelome Times, 
ufed Exercife of Arms. 

No il^nce or State well advifed, hazards his whole 
Eftate upon the Valour of fome few Perfons, nor ought 
to the Strength of llreight Places where the Enemy 
is to pafs. Example, Julius King of Rome^ and Metius 
King of Albay condefcended that three of their Nobi- 
lity for either Side chofen, Ihould enter Combat, and 
that Nation which were viftorious, fhould conimand 
the otlier. Francis the French King going to recover 
Lombardy^ was by the Switzers attended into two or 
three Places in the Mountains, hoping there to rcpulfe 
him, but the Kuig taking another way, pafled fecurely 
and prevailed. 

Every State well governed, doth reward Men of good 
Merit, and punifli all Offenders ; and if any Perlbn of 
good Defert fhall wilfully be a Delinquent, the fame 
Man ought, notwithftanding his former Service, be pu- 
nifli'd. Example, the fame Horatio that in Combat 
gained the Viftory againft the Albany having infolent- 
ly flain his own Sifter, was notwithftanding his egre- 
gious Aft^ and the frefli Memory thereof, called into 
Trial of his Life, and with great Difficulty obtained 
Pardon ; and Manl us who had with great Glory faved 
the Capitol, for moving Sedition in Rome^ was after 
irom the fame caft down headlong. 

Every wife Man having performed any great Ser- 
vice to his Prince or Country, ought to be content 
with fuch Recompence as it fhall pleafe the Prince or 
Country to beftow ; meafuring the fame according to 
the Power of the Giver, and not the Merit of him 
that receivcth. Example, Horatius Codes, for having 
loft his Hand in IDefence of the Bridge of Rome, and 
^liitius Si\evola fuffering his Hand to be burnt for his 
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Attempt to kill King Porfenna^ were rewarded with a 
fmall Portion of Land ; and Manlius that defended the 
Capitol from the Galleys, had no greater Reward than 
a little Meafure of Meal. 

Ingratitude is a Vice fo natural and common, as not 
jonly private Perfons, but Princes and States alfo either, 
through Covetoufnefs or Sufpicion, are therewith in- 
fected. Example, Vefpajian proclaimed Emperor, was 
chiefly aided by Antmius Primus^ and by his help pre- 
vailed againft Vitellius-y in reward of which Service, 
Vefpafian removed him from the Command of his 
Army, and gave that Honour to Miitianiis. Gonfalvo 
Ferranoe having taken the Kingdom of Naples from the 
French^ was firft removed from his Comm.and of the 
Caftles and Soldiers, and in the end brought into Spain^ 
wherc in Disgrace he ended his Life. Collatinus Tar- 
quinisis^ who with the aid of Brutus fupprefled the Tar-- 
quins of Rome^ and with him Publius Valerius yftvt ba- 
nifli'd for no other Caufe, but one for being of the Name 
of Tarquifiy the other, becaufe he built a Houfe upon 
mount Qelio. 

All Errors that great Captains commit, are either 
wilful or ignorant, towards the one and the other of 
which Offenders, to ufe greater Lenity than the quality 
of their Offences deferves, feemeth neceffary ; for Men 
of Honour fuffer nought by the Infamy which evil 
Service doth bring. It is alfo to be confidered, that a 
great Captain being cumbred with many Cares, cannot 
proceed in his Aftions courageoufly, if he ftand in 
daily Doubt to be punilh*d for every Error that hap- 
peneth. Example, Sergius and Virginius were before 
VeiOy the one part of the Army on the one Side of 
ihe City, the other not far from the Place. Sergius 
being affaulted by the Falifci^ was not aided by Vir- 
giniusy neither would he require his Help, fuch was 
the Envy the one bore to the other, and confequently 
their Offence is wilful, and worthy of capital Punifh- 
xti^nt: Likewife when Farro by his Ignor^^nce, receiv- 
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cd an Overthrow by Hannibal at Canns^ he was ncver- 
thelefs pardoned, and honourably welconied home by 
the whole Senate. 

Whenfoever an Inconvenience arifeth within or with- 
out the State, it feems a Refolution more fure to difiem- 
ble the knowing thereof, than to feek by fudden Vio- 
lence to fupprefs it. Example, Cofmo de Medicis hav- 
ing gained extraordinary Reputation in Florence^ the 
Citizens imagined, tliat to fufFer the fame to increafe, 
was dangerous, and therefore they banifhed him: 
Which extreme Proceeding fo offended the Friends of 
CofmOy being the ftronger, as they forced the Citizens 
to revoke him, and make him Prince of that City. 
The like happened in Rome^ where Cafar for his Vir- 
tue, much admired and followed, became afterwards 
to be feared ; and they that feared, not confidering 
their Force to be inferior to the Power of Cafar^ en- 
deavouring to opprefs him, were the Occafion of his 
greater Glory. 

In every Republic, an exceflive Authority given 
to one or two Perfons for long time, proveth dange- 
rous, chiefly when the fame is not reftrained. Exam- 
ple, The Diftatorfhip given to defar for Life, was an 
occafion to opprefs the Liberties of the Romans, The 
fame Effedb was before that time like to follow the 
Deccmvirate^ by fuffering Jppius Claudius to prolong 
the time of his Dignity. 

The Ambition of Men is fuch, as rarely they will 
obey, when formerly they have commanded ; nei- 
ther do they willingly accept of mean Office, having 
before fat in higher Place : Yet the Citizens of well- 
governed States, did not refufe as well to obey as 
command. Example, In the Viftory the Romans ob- 
tained againft the Vcienti^ ^ Fabius was flain, hav- 
ing the Year before been Conful : Neverthelefs he then 
ferved in meaner Place under C. Manilius^ and M. Fa* 
blus his own Brother then ConfuL 
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There is nothing more ftrange, yet by Experience 
proved true, that Men in adverfe Fortune be much 
grieved, ^andinrl^rQfperity alfo difcontented ; which is 
the Reafon, that not being forced to fight for Ne- 
cefllty, they will neverthelefs contend for Ambition ; 
and that Humour doth as well poflefs thofe that hve 
aloft, as others whom Fortune holdeth down. Exam- 
ple, The People of Rome having by the Authority of 
the tribunes obtained to make themfclves fecurc from 
Oppreflion of the Nobility, forthwith required, that 
the Honour and Office of State might be alfo impart- 
ed unto them. The like Ambition moved them to 
have their Part of Lands by Force of Lex Agraria^ 
which was at laft the Overthrow of the Rotnan Li- 
berty. 

It feemeth that People dilpleafed with fome Inno- 
vations happened in the State, do fometime without 
juft Reafons complain of thofe that govern . .Not un- 
like to a fick Man, who deemeth that the Phyfician, 
not the Fever, is the Caufe of his Grief. Example, 
The People oi' Rome were perfuaded that the Ambi- 
tion of Confuls was the Caufe of continual War, 
therefore required that no more Confuls fhould be % 
yet were they content that certain Tribunes fhould 
•command with like Authority, fo was nothing. altered 
in the Government hut the Governor's Title^ which 
alone did content them. 

Nothing can corrupt and alter the Nature of Man 
To much, or fo foon, as the immoderate Defire of Ho- 
•nour ; in fo much as Men of honeft Minds and vir- 
tuous Inclinations, are fometimes by Ambition draw;n 
to abiife that Goodnefs whereunto they are inclined. 
Example, Appius Claudius leaving lived long an Ene- 
my to the Multitude, hoping by their Aid to continue 
his Authority of the 'Decemviri in Rome^ became their 
Friend,and disfavoured the Faftions of great Men.Like- 
ivife ^Fabius a Man of fingular Virtue, being alfo called 
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to that Dignity by Jppius himfelf, adulterated his Na- 
ture and became like unto him. 

Seldom or never is any People difcontented with- 
out juft Caufe ; yet if haply they be afked whereof 
their Offence proceedeth, many times for want of fome 
fit Man to pronounce their Grief, they (land filent. 
Example, the Romans at the Death of Virginia^ were 
gathered together armed upon Mount Sacroy and be- 
ing afkcd by the Senate, for what Caufe they did fo ? 
No Anfwer w^ made, until VirginiuSy Father of the 
Virgin had procured, that twenty of the Tribunes 
might be made to be as Head of the People, and 
confer with the Senate. 

A great Folly or rather mere Madnefs it feemeth to 
defire any thing, and tell beforehand that the End and 
Piirpofe of the Defire is Evil ; for thereby he fhew- 
eth Reafon why it ought not to be granted. Exam- 
ple, The Romans required of the Senate that y^ppius 
and the Reft of the Decemviri (hould be delivered into 
their Hands, being determined to bum them all alive. 
The firft Part of their Requeft feemed reafonable, 
but the End thereof unreafonable. 

A Courfe very dangerous it is in all States, by 
continual accufmg and punilhing, to hold the Sub- 
jeft in Doubt and daily Fear : For he that ftands al- 
ways looking for fome Trouble, becometh carelefs 
and apt to attempt Innovation. Example, The De- 
cemviri being opprefs'd, the Tribunes authorifed in their 
Place, endeavoured daily to call in Queftion the moft 
Part of the Decemviri, and many other Citizens alfo •, 
whereof great Inconveniences arofc, snd much Dan- 
ger would have enfued, had not a Decree propounded 
by M Duillius been made, that for one Year no 
Roman Citizen Ihould be accufed. 

Strange it is to fee how Men in feeking their own 
Security, lay the Injuries which they fear upon other 
Men, as though it were neceflary, either to offend or 
be offended. Example, The Rgmans among them- 
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fclves^ united and ftrong, always endeavoured to of- 
fend the Nobles, and the Nobles likewife being per- 
fuaded they were ftrong, laboured to opprefs the 
People : Which Humours were the Caufe of conti- 
nual Troubles, 

To make Eftimation and Choice bf Men fit to 
govern, the beft Courfe is to confider in particular ; 
othcrwife it might be imagined, that among the Mul- 
titude or meaner People, they being the grcateft 
Number, might be found fome Perfons of more Per- 
fection. Example, The People of Rome defiring that 
the Confulfhip might be given among them as Men 
of moft Merit, did by all Means endeavour to obtain 
that Honour ; but being come to (Eleftion, and every 
Man's Virtue particularly confidered, there could not 
be among the Multitude only one found fit for fo 
great a Place ; and therefore the People themfelves 
confented, that the Dignity (hould ftill remain as itwas. 

To perfuade a Multitude to any Enterprize, is 
eafy, if that which is perfuaded, doth promife either 
JProfit or Honour ; yet oft under that external Ap- 
pearance lies hid Lofs or Difadvantage. Example, 
The Romans perfuading themfelves that the flow Pro- 
ceeding of Fabius Maximus in the War, were both 
chargeable and cowardly, required, that the General 
of the Horfe might direft the War ; which Courfe 
had ruined Rome^ if the Wifdom of Fabius had not 
been. Likewife when Hannibal had divers Years 
reigned in //^/y, one M Centenius Penula^ a Man of 
a bafe Birth, yet a Soldier of fome Repute, under- 
took that if he with fuch Voluntiers as would follow 
him, might have Authority to fight, he would with- 
in a few Days deliver Hannibal either alive or dead : 
which Ofltr was by the Senate accounted rafh, yet 
for Fear to offend the People, granted j and Peniila 
with his Soldiers was cut in Pieces. 

To appeafe a Mutiny or Tumult in any Camp or 
City, there is no Means more fpeedy or fuccefsful, 
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than if fome Perfon of great Quality and Relpcft, 
prefent himfelf to the People^ and by his Wifdom 
lay before them the Damage of their Difcords, per- 
fuading them to Peace and Patience, Example, The 
Faftion of the Fratefchi and Arratiati in Florence y 
the one ready to affauit the other. Francifco Soderi- 
ni, Bifhop of Voterra^ in Ws epifc^al Habit went be- 
tween the Parties and appeafed them : Alfo, Count 
Egremont by the Authority ot his Wifdom and Pre- 
fence, fupprefs'd a great. Mutiny in. yf»/ie;^;y, between 
the Martinifts and Papifts. 

A People corruptcdy^ do rarely or never obferve any 
Order or Ordinance, unlefs by Force of {omc Prince's 
Power they be thereto inforced 5 but where the Mul- 
titude is incorrupt and religious, all Things are done- 
juftly, and without Compulfion. Example, CamiUui 
at theViftoryagainft the [7n>«//,vowed that the tenth Part 
of the Pillage fhould be offered to. Apollo -^hut the Senate 
fuppofing that the People would not confent to £b great 
a Contribution,„ftudied to difpence with that Vow, and 
to ^Itiik.ipollo and the People alfo by fome other Meansr 
Whereat the People Ihe wed themfelves openly offended,, 
and willingly gave no lefs than the Sum formerly de*; 
creed.When the Free-Cities oiGermany are occafioned to^ 
make Money for any public Service, the Magiftrates 
impofe one or two in the Hundred on every City^ 
which, done, every one is fwom to lay down fo much 
as in. his ov/n Confcience he is able ; and he with 
his own hand, no other Witnefs being prefent, cafting. 
the Money into a Coffer prepared for the purpofe ; 
which he would not,, if his owa. Confcience did not 
inforce him. 

When any extraordinary Occafion happens to a City 
or Province, fome prodigious Voic€ is heard, or fome 
marvellous Sights are feen. Before T.Gracchus^ General 
of the Roman Army, was betray'd by Flavius Lucanus^ 
the Arufpices difcovered two Serpents eating the En- 
trails ot the Beafts facrificed ^ which done, they va- 
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aiihed^ which Vifion, as they divined, prognofti- 
eated the General's Death. Likewife, F. Savanarola 
foretold the coming of King Charles VIII into Bafy. 
And M. Sedigitus when the Gauls firft came towards 
Romey informed the Senate he heard a Voice much 
louder than any Man's, crying aloud, Galli veniunt. 

The Multitude of bafe People is naturally audacious 
and apt to Innovation ; yet unlefs they be direfted by 
fome Perfons of Reputation and Wifdom, rarely do 
they join in any Aftion of great Import, Example, 
The Romans when their City was taken and fack'd by 
the Gaulsy went to Veio with Determination to dwell 
there : The Senate informed thereof, commanded that 
upon great Pain, every Citizen fliould return to Rcme^ 
whereat the People at firft mocked ; but when every Man 
particularly within himfelf confidered his own Peril, all 
in general determined to obey the Magiftrates. 

In the Employment of Men for Service, neither 
Age nor Fortune ought fo much to be regarded is 
Virtue -, for young Men having made Tryal of their 
Valour, foon become aged, and thereby either unapt 
or unable to ferve : therefore well-governed Com- 
monwealths, preferred military Virtue beyond any o- 
ther Refpeft. Example, Valerius Corvinus mth others 
made Conful the three and twentieth Year of his Age, 
and Pompey triumphed in his Youth. 

No wife or well-advifed Prince or other State will 
undertake, without exceffive Forces, to invade the Do- 
minions of any other Prince, unlefe he aflure himfelf 
of fome Friends there to be a Mean, and as it were a 
Gate to prepare his Paflage. Example, The Romans 
by aid of the Saguntines entered Spahty the jEtoli cajled 
them into Greece^ the Hediai into France : Likewife, 
the PaUologi incited the Turk to come into Thrace ; 
and Ludovicus Sforza occafioned Chailes tlie French 
King to come into Italy. 

A Republic defu-ous to extend the Bounds there- 
of, muft endeavour to be fully furniflied with Inhabi- 
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tants, which may be done both by I-ore and Force ; 
Love is gained by fufFering Strangers to inhabit the 
City fecurely, and Force compels Peopk to come 
thither, whfen other Cities and Towns near at Hand 
be demoliftied or defaced ; ^d impoflible it is with- 
out this Order of Proceeding, to enlarge any City, or 
make the fame of greater Power. Example, The 
Romans to enlarge their City demolilhed jllba^ and 
many other Town3, and therewith alfo entertained all 
Strangers courteoufly : So as Rome grew to fuch Great- 
nefsy that the City could arm fix hundred and 
forty thoufand Men ; but Sparta or Athens could never 
exceed twenty thoufand, forthar L^curgus\izA inhibited 
the Accefs of Strangers. 

. A Commonwealth that confumes more Treafurc in 
the War, then it profits in Vidory, feems to have 
rather hindered than honoured or inriched the State.. 
A wife Captain therefore in his Aftions, ought as well 
to profit the Republic, as to gain himfelf Glory-. 
Example, The Confuls of Rome did fcldom defirc 
Triumph, unlefs they returned from the War loaden 
with Gold, Silver, and other rich Spoils,, fit to be de- 
livered into the common Treafury. 

AH foreign Wars with Princes or other States takea 
in hand, be either for Ambition or Defire of Glory, 
or elfe for Neceflity. Examples, The Romans for 
their Ambition conquered many Nations, with Intent 
only to have the Obedience of the People ; yet did 
they fufier them to hold Pofleffion of their Houfes, 
and fometimes they were permitted to live only with 
their old Laws. Likewife, Alexander the Great en- 
deavoured to flipprefs many Princes for his Glory^ but 
did not difpoffefs the People, nor kill them. 

Ctherwife it is where a whole Nation, inforced by 
Famine w Fury of War, abandon their own Dwel- 
lings, and are forced to inhabit elfewhere. Example, 
The Goths and other People of the North invaded the 
Roman Empire, and many other Provinces, whereof 
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their Alteration of Names did enfue ; as lllyria now 
called Slavonian England formerly named Britain. 

A common Conceit, and Saying it is, that Money 
makes the War ftrong, and is the Force and Sinews 
thereof ; as though he who hath moft Treafure, be al- 
fo moft mighty; but Experience hath apparently 
ihewed the contrary. Example, After the Death of 
Alexander King of Macedon^ a Multitude of Gauls went 
into Greece^ and being there arrived, fent certain Am- 
bafladors to the King, who fuppofing to make them 
afraid of his Power, Ihewed them his Treafure, which 
wrought a contrary EfFeft •, for the Gauls being dcfirous 
of Peace, refolved then to continue the War, in hope 
to win that mighty Mafs of Money. Likewife Dari- 
us fliould have vanquifhed Alexander^ and the Greeks 
might have conquered the Romans^ if the richer Prince 
might ever by his Money have prevailed. 

Every League made with a Prince or Republic 
remote, is weak, and rather aideth us with Fame than 
EfFed:, and confequently deceiveth all thofe that in 
fiich Amity repofe Confidence. Example, The Floren- 
tines being aflkulted by the King of Naples and the 
Pope, prayed the Aid of the French King, who being 
far diftant, could not in time fuccour them ; and 
the Cedicini defiring aid of the Capuani againft the Sam- 
Mtesy a People of no Force, were deceived. 

A Prince whofe People is well armed and trained, 
fhall do better to attend his Enemy at home, than by 
Invafion to affault his Country : But fuch Princes 
whole Subjeds are difarmed, had need to hold the 
Enemy aloof. Example, The RojnanSj and in this Age 
the Swijfes^ being well armed, may attend the War at 
home ; but the Carthaginians and Italians being not fo 
well furniftied, did ever ufe to feck the Enemy. 

The Plurality of Commanders in equal Authority, 
is for the moft Part Cccafion of flow Proceeding in the 
War. Example, There was at one time in Rome crea- 
ted four Tribuni Militares^ with Authority of Confuls, 
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Caftlc of Milan^ made by Duke Francifco. Sforza^ in-^ 
cited his Heirs to become infolent, and confequcntly 
they became odious ; which was alfo the Caufe that 
fo foon as that City was affaulted, the Enemy with 
Facility did poffefs it. 

That Prince or Potentate, which builds his Severity 
rather upon the Truft he hath in Fortrefles, than the 
iove ot Men, fhall be deceived : For no Place is fo 
ftrong, as can long defend itfelf, unlefs by the Love 
and Aid of Men, it be in time of Neceflity fuccoured. 
Example, Pope Julio having drawn the BentivoU out of 
Bclognay built there a ftrong Caftlc; the Governor 
thereof robbed the People, and they therewith grieved, 
in a fliort Time took the Caftle from him. So after 
the revolt of Genoa^ Lewis the twelfth came to the re- 
covery thereof, and builded there the ftrongeft Fortifi- 
cation of Italy, as well for Site, as the Circumftan- 
ces inexpugnable. Nevcrthelefs the Citizens rebelled, 
and within fixteen Months, the French were forced to 
yield the Caftle and Government to OSlavio Fragofa. 

To build Forts upon Places of Strength, cither for 
Defence of our own, or to hold that which is taken 
from others, hath ever proved to fmall Purpofe. Ex- 
ample, The Romans having fupprefs'd the Rebellion of 
tlie Latins and Privernates ; albeit they were People 
warlike, and Lovers of Liberty ; yet to keep them 
fubjcft, built there no Caftles, nor other Places forti- 
fied : And the Lacedemonians did not only forbear to 
fortify the Towns they conquered, but alfo left their 
chief City of Sparta unwalled. 

The Neceflity or Ufe of Fortification, is only upon 
Frontiers, or fuch principal Places where Princes make 
their Habitation ; to the end the Fury of fudden Af- 
faults may be ftaid, and time for Succour entertained. . 
otherwife. Example, The Caftle of Milan being made 
to hold the State in Obedience, could not fo do, either 
for the Houfe of Sforza or France, Guido Ubaldo, 
"Duke of Velin^ driven from his Dominion by C^efar 
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Borgia^ (q foon as he recovered his Countrj^ caufed 
all the Forts to be demolifhed : For by Experience, he 
found the Love of Men was the furcft Defence, and 
that Fortifications prevailed no lefs againft him than 
for him. 

The Caufes of Divifion and Faftion in every Com- 
monweal, proceed moft commonly of Idlenefi and 
Peace,, and that which uniteth, is Fear and War. 
Example, The Veienti and Elinfci having intelligence 
of great Contention between the Nobility and People 
of Rome^ thought that a fit Opportunity to oppreft 
the one and the other : But the Romans informed of 
fuch an Intention, appealed all domeftic Anger, and 
by the Valour of their Arms, conduced by Gn. Man- 
lius and M. Fabius^ defeated the Enemies Forces. 

The Means to ufurp an Eftate disjointed, is firft, be- 
fore Arms be taken, to become as it were an Arbitrator^ 
or a Friend indifferent ; and after Arms be taken, then 
to fend moderate Aid to the weak Side, as well to en- 
tertain the War between the Factions, as alfo to con- 
fume the Strength both of the one and the other, yet 
in no wife to employ any great Forces, for thereby 
either Party may difcover the Intents to fupprefs them. 
Example, The City of Pijicia fallen into Divifion, the 
Florentines took occafion fometimes to favour the one, 
and fometimes the other, that in the end both Sides 
weary of the War, voluntarily yielded to their Devo- 
tion. Philippo Vifcount^ hoping fundry times by oc^ 
cafion of Faftion to opprefs the Florentines^ did often 
alTault them with great Forces, which was the Caule 
that they became reunited \ and confequently the Dulce 
deceived of his Expeftation. 

A great Wifdom it is to refrain opprobrious and 
injurious Speech : for as neither the one nor the other 
can any whit decreafe the Enemy's Force, lb doth it 
move him to greater Hate, and more Defire to offend. 
Example, Gabides a General of the Perjians^ having 
long beficged Amidciy became weary, and preparing to 
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abandon the Enterprize, raifed his Camp, which they 
of the City beholding, began to revile the Per/ion^ 
and from the Walls reproved them of Cowardice^ 
which indifcreet Wor<ls fo highly offended Gabides^ as 
thereupon he refolved to continue the Siege, and with- 
in few Days won the City. Tiberius Gracchus^ appoint- 
ed Captain of certain Bands of Men, whom for want 
of other Soldiers the Romans entertained, proclaimed 
in his Camp, that no Man upon pain of Death, fliould 
contumelioufly call any Soldier Slave, either in earneft 
orjeft. Nam facetiit afpera quando nimium ek vero 
traxerey acremfui memoriam relinquant. Like wife Alex- 
under the great, having conquered well near all the 
Eaft, brought his Forces before Tyre\ they fearing 
Alexander's Fury, offered upon honourable Conditions, 
to yield him Obedience, only requiring, that neither 
he, nor any of his Forces fhould enter the City, which 
Motion, after four Months Alexander accepted, and fo 
fignified by his Ambaflador, who arriving in Tyre^ was 
by the proud Citizens (lain ; whereat Alexander grew 
into Choler, and being ready to forfake the Siege, flaid 
Jiis Forces, and in the End facked the City, and put 
the People to the Sword. 

A Prince, or any other State, being aflaulted by an 
Enemy of far more PuiflTance than himfelf, ought not 
to rcfufe any honourable Compofitions, chiefly when 
they are offered ; for no Conditions can be fo bafe, but 
fhall in feme fort turn to the Advantage and Honour 
of him that accepts them. Example, Anno 15 12, 
<:ertain Florentines procured great Forces of Spaniards to 
come thither, as well to repoffefs the Medici then ba- 
nifh'd, as alfo to fack the City ; promifmg that fo foon 
as the Army of Spain did come into the Floreniine Do- 
minions, tlie Faftion of Medici would be ready armed 
to receive them : But the Spaniards being come, found 
no Forces at all to join with them, and therefore want- 
ing Vicluals, offered Compofition. The Florentines 
finding the Enemy diftreifed, grew infolent and refufed 

Peace, 
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Peace, whereof followed the lofs of Prato^ and many 
>ther Inconvertiencics. The like happened to them of 
Vyre^ as before. 

The Denial or Delay of Juftice dcfircd in Revenge 
rf Injuries, either public or privately offered, is a 
Thing very dangerous to every Prince or other State, 
For that the Party injured doth oft by indirect Means, 
though with hazard of his Country and himielf, feek 
Satisfaftion. Example, The Complaint which the Galli 
made againft the Fabii^ who fent Ambafladors in fa- 
vouv of the Tojfarii^ not being heard, nor any Punifli- 
tnent inflifted upon them for fighting againft the Law 
of Nations, was the Caufe that the Galli were offended 
with the States, whereof followed the Sack of Rome ; 
and the D^lay of Juftice in Philip ofMacedony for not 
revenging the inceftuous OpprdTion of Attains to Pan- 
faniasy was the Motive to murder that King. 

Whofo endeavours the Alteration of any State, muft 
of Neceffity proceed with all Severity, and leave fome 
memorable Example to thofe that fhall impugn the 
Ordinance of Government newly fettled. Example^ 
When Junius Brutus had by his great Valour banifh'd 
the Tarquins^ and fworn the People that no King, 
Ihould ever reign in Rome ; within fliort Time after, 
many young Nobles, among whom was Brutush Son, 
impatient of the Equality of the new Government, 
confpired to recall the Tarquins ; but Brutus thereof 
informed, caufed his own Son not only to be con- 
demned to Death, but was himfelf prefent at the Exe- 
cution. 

As Health and Soundnefs of the Hands, Legs, and 
other outward Members cannot continue Life, unlefs: 
the Heart and vital Spirits within be ftrong and firm ; 
{o Fortifications and Frontier-defences do not prevail, 
unlefs the whole Corps of the Kingdom and People be 
well armed : Example, When the Emperor came into 
Italy y and had with fome Difficulty paft the Confines of 
the Venetians J well near without Refiftance ; his Army 

march'd 
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march'd toVenice^ and might doubtlefs havepoiBcfs'd the 
City, had it not been defended with Watcn Likewife the 
Englijb in their Affault of France^ excepting a few En- 
counters on the Frontiers, found no puiflant Refiftance 
within the Realm. And Anno 1513, they forced ail 
that State, and the King himfelf to tremble, as oft be-, 
fore they had done -, but contrariwife the Romans know- 
ing that Life lay in the Heart, ever held the Body of 
their State ftrongeft : for the nearer the Enemy ap- 
proached Rome^ the better they found the Country 
armed and defended. 

The Defire to command fovereignly is of fo great 
Force, as doth not only work in thofe that are in 
Expeftation of Principality, but alio in them that have 
no Title at all. Example, This Appetite moved the 
Wife of Tarquinius PrifcuSy contrary to all natural Duty, 
to incite her Hulband to murder her own Father 5^- 
viuSj and poffefs his Kingdom, as being perfuaded it 
were much more honourable to be a Queen, than to be 
the Daughter of a King. 

The Violation of ancient Laws, Orders, and Cuf- 
toms, under which People have long time lived, is 
the chief and only Gaufe whereby Princes hazard their 
Eftate and royal Dignity. Example, Albeit the De- 
flowering of Lucrece was the Occalion, yet was it not 
the Caufe that moved the Romans to take Arms againft 
Tarquin ; for he having before that Fad of Sextus his 
Son, governed tyrannically, and taken from the Se- 
nate all Authority, was become odious both to the 
Senate, Nobility and People, who finding themfelyes 
well governed, never feek or wifh any other Liberty 
or Alteration. 

A Prince that defires to live fecure from Confpiracy, 
hath Caufe rather to fear thofe on whom he hath be- 
ftov/ed over-great Riches and Honours, than thofe 
whom he hath greatly injured ; becaule they want 
Means to offend; the others have many Opportu- 
nities to do it. Example, Perennius the prime Fa- 
vourite 
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vouritd diConimodus the Emperor, conipiredhis Death. 
Plautianus <^id the like to Severus^ and Sejanus to Tibe- 
rius ; for being advanced to fo great Honours^ Riches^ 
and Offices, as nothing remained defirable but the Im- 
perial Title, they eonfpired againft the Perfons of their 
Sovereigns, in hope of the Dignity ; but in the End 
they endured that Punifhment, which to fuch Difloy-^ 
alty and Ingratitude appertaineth. 

An Army which wants Experience, albeit the Cap^ 
tain be expert, is not greatly to be feared ; neither 
Ought an Army of well trained Soldiers to be much 
efteemed^ whdfe Captain is ignorant^ Examplpj C^far 
going into Africa againft Afranius and Petraus whofe 
Army was full of old Soldiers, faid he feared them 
little I Siuia ibat ad exercitum Jine duce. Contrariwifei 
when he went to Pharfalia to encounter Pomp^^ he 
faid, Ibo ad ducemjtne e^erciiu^ 

A Capt^-General commanding an Army, ought 
rather ro govern with Courtefy and Mildnefs, than 
with over-much Aufterity and Severity. Example^ 
^ and Appius Claudius being Confuls^ were appointed 
to govern the War. To ^ was allotted one Army 
which ferved Very dutifully •, biit Appius commanding 
the. other with great Cruelty, was by his Soldiers un- 
willingly obeyed. Neverthelefs Tacitus feems of a 
contrary Opinion, faying. Plus pcsna quam obfequiun^ 
vakt. 

Therefore to reconcile thefe different Conceits, 1 fay^ 
that a General having Power to command Men, either 
they are Confederates or Subjeds 2 If Confederates or 
Voluntaries, he may not proceed to extreme Punilh- 
ment •, if Subjefts, and his Power abfolute, they nuy 
be governed otherwifq \ yet with fuch Refpeft, as the 
Infblence of the Gener^ inforce not the Soldiers to hate 
him. 

Honour may fometime be got as well by the Lofs 
as Gaining of Vidtory. Every Man knoweth Glory is 
due to the Viftor, and we deny not the fame Privilege 
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to the Vanquiflicd, being able to make Proof that fiat 
Lofs proceeded not from his Default. Neither is it 
difhonourable to violate thofe Proniifes whereto the 
Neceflity or Difadvantage of War inforceth. And 
forced Promifes which concern a whole ^tate, are not 
binding, and rarely or never kept, nor is the Breaker 
thereby to receive Difgracc. Example, Poftbumus the 
Conful, having made a difhonourable Peace with the 
Samnitesy was by them with his whole Army fent Home 
difarmed. Being arrived at Rome^ the Conful inforai- 
cd the People they were not bound to perform the bafe 
Conditions he was compelled to yield unto ; albeit^ 
he and thofe few that promifed, were bound to per- 
form them. The Senate thereupon concluded to fend 
him Prifoner to SamnOy where he conftandy protefted 
the Fault to be only his own ; wherefore the People 
by that Peace incurred no Difhonour at all : And For- 
tune fo much favoured PofthumuSy as the Sammies were 
content prefentiy to return him to Rme ; where he 
•became more glorious for lofing the Vi6tery, thm was 
Pontius at Samno, for having won the V^ory. ^ 

Wife Men have long obferved, that whofo^ill know 
what fhall be, mull confider what is paft; for all 
worldly Things hold the fame Courfe th^ had at firft. 
The Reafon is, that as long as Men are poflcfs'd with 
the fame Paffions with former Ages, confeqqendy of 
thefe Doings the fame Effefts enfue. Example, The 
Almains and French have ever been noted for their Ava- 
rice, Pride, Fury, and Infidelity, and fo in divers Ages, 
Experience hath proved even to this prefent : For per- 
fidious Dealing, the French have given fufficient Proof, 
not only in ancient Times, but alfo in the dme of 
Charles the Eighth, who promifed to render to the 
Fltnrentines the Forts of Pifa^ but having divers times 
received Money, held them notwithftanding in Poflef- 
fion. The Florentines found the like in the Almains ; 
for in the Wars of the Fifconti, Dukes of Milan^ they 
prayed Aid of the Emperor, who promifed them greait 

Forces ; 
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Forces i in confideration whereof^ he was to receive of 
the Florentines One hundred thoufand Crowns in hand, 
and as much more when his Army was arrived in 
A^^ both which Payments were performed j but as 
foon as the Emperor came to Verona^ he devifed 
Cavillations of tJnkindnefs^ ^ifhereupon he returned 
home. 

A Prince defirous to obtain any thing of another, 
muft, if Occafion fo permit, urge his Demand fo earneft- 
ly, and prefs for fo fudden and prefent Anfwer, as he 
who is prcft may not have Leifure to confider how to 
excufe himfelf in Denial. Example, Pope Julio endea- 
voured to drive out of Bologna ail the Bentivoli^ in 
which Aftion he thought the aid of the French necef- 
iary; and that the Venetians fhould ftand neutral ; and 
by divers Meflcngers did folicit them to that EfTeft j 
but not receiving any refolute Anfwer, he thought fit 
with thofe few Forces he had, to take his Journey to 
Bologna^ whereupon the Venetians advertifed him they 
would remain neutral, and the French King forthwith 
lent him Forces, as fearing the Pope's Indignation : 
Likewife the Tufcans having formerly defired Aid of the 
Samnites againfV the Romans^ took Arms fuddenly and 
obtained their Requeft, which the Samnites had before 
denied. 

When a Multitude of&ndeth, all may not be pu- 
nifh'd, becaufe they are too many j to punilh rart 
and leave the reft unpunifh'd, were Injury to the Suf- 
ferers ; and to thofe that efcape, an Encouragement to 
offend again •, therefore to efchew all Extremity, mean 
Courfcs have been anciently ufed. Example, When 
all the Wives of the Romans confpired to poifoh their 
Hulbands, a convenient Number of them were pu- 
nifh'd, and the reft fuffered to pafs : Likewife at the 
Confpiracy of the Bacchanals^ in the Time of the Ma- 
eedonian War, wherein many thoufands Men and Wor 
men had part, every tenth Perfon only was put to 
Death by Lot, although the Offence were general, by 
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which manner of punifhing, he that fufFcred com- 
plain'd of his Fortune ; and he that efcaped, was put 
in fear that offending again, the fame Puniftiment 
might hght upon himfelf, and therefore would no more 
offend. 

A Battle or great Aftion in Arms, ought not to be 
enterprized without fpecial Commiflion or Command 
from the Prince ; othenvife the General incurs great 
Danger. Example, Pafyrius the Diftator pumfh*d the 
General of the Horfe in the Roman Army, for having^ 
fought without his Confent, although he had in Battle 
flain twenty thoufand Enemies, without lofs of two 
hundred of his own : And Cafar commended his Cap- 
tain Silanus for having refrained to fight, though with 
great Advantage he might. Alfo Count Egmont ha- 
zarded the Favour of the King his Mailer, for giving 
Battle to Marlhal de ThenneSy albeit he were viftori- 
ous : for upon the Succefs of that Aftion, the Lofs or 
Safety of all the Low Countries depended. 

To govern without Council is not only dangerous 
in Ariftocracies and popular States, but unto indepen- 
^ ^ant Princes an Occafion of utter Ruin. Example, 
Hieron the firfl King of Sicily^ in all his Proceedings 
ufed the Advice of Counfels, and. lived fifty Years 
profperoufly in Peace •, but his Grand-child fucceeding, 
refufing all Counfel, loft his Kingdom, and was with 
all his Kinsfolk and Friends cruelly flain. 

In all Monarchies, the Senate or Privy-Council is, 
or ought to be, compofed of Perfons of great Dignity, 
or Men of approved Wifdom or Underftanding. Ex- 
amplci^ In Polonia no Man is Counfellor unlefs he be a 
Palatine^ a Bijhop^ a Caftellatij a Captain^ or fuch a one 
as hath been AmbafTador : And in Turkey^ the Title of 
Counfellor is not given but only to the four BaffaSy 
the two CadelefquireSy the twelve Begkrbegs^ and King's 
Son, who in his Father's Abfence, is as it were a Preli- 
'dent of the Divan or Senate. 

Many 



Tie Cabinet-Council* 165 

Mauy Princes ancient aud modern, have ufed to fe - 
ledl out of their Council, two or three, or four at mofl, 
to whom only they did impart their Affairs. Exam- 
ple, The Emperor Augujius had M^cenas zndJgrippay 
Julius C^foTy ^ P^edius and Cor. Balbus^ whom he only 
trufted with his Cypher and Secrets, being Counfeliors 
of the Cabinet (as we now call them.) 

The Alteration of old Laws, or Introduction of new, 
are in all States very dangerous, notwithftapding any 
appearance of Profit or public Utility ; which moved 
wife Governors to decree, that ancient Laws once efta- 
blifhed, might never be call'd in Queflion. Exam- 
ple, The Athenians decreed that no Law fhould be 
propounded to the People without the Confent of the 
Senate : The like Ufe is obferved in Venice^ where no 
Petition is preferred to the Senate, but by Advice of the 
Sages : And among the Locrians^ the Cuftom was, that 
whofoever prefented any new Law to be confirmed, 
fliould come with a Halter about his Neck, and be 
therewith hanged if his Requeft were rejefted : Alfb 
LycurguSy to prevent the Alteration of his Laws, did 
fwear the People of &parta to obferve them until his 
Return, and thereupon retired himfelf into voluntary 
Exile, with intent never to return. 

When Neteflity or good Reafon moves Innovation 
or Abolition of Laws, a Courfe more fecure it is to do 
it rather by degrees than fuddenly. Example, The 
Romans finding the Laws of the twelve Tables unpro- 
fitable, fufFered them to be obferved or negledled at 
Difcretion, but would not publicly fupprefs them for 
fear of calling other Laws into contempt ; fo did they 
continue feven hundred Years, and were then called by 
Elmtius the Tribune^ But Agis King of Lacedemony 
dcfirous to revive the Laws of Lycurgus^ long difcon-. 
tinued, enforced all Men to bring in their Evidence 
and Writings to be cancelled, to the end a new Par- 
tition of Lands and Goods might be made ; which 
ftidd$n and violent Proceeding prpvpd fo fatal, that i^ 
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moved a dangerous Sedition, wherein he was depofed 
and with his Mother and Friends put to Death : Which 
Example haply moved the Venetians not to attempt 
any thing againfl: the Authority of Auguftino Barbe-. 
rino their Duke ; but after his Death, and before the 
Eleftion of LoveionOy the Signiory publifh'd new 
Ordinances detradtive from the Ducal Aythopty, 

Whoib hath won to himfelf fp great Love juid Af- 
fedtion, as* thereby to become Maftjpr gf thg Forces, 
and at his Pleafure commands tl^e Subjcfts ^t for 
Arms, may alfo without Rigl^t: gr Title aflure him- 
felf of the whole Eftate. Example, Hugh Capety 9 
Subjed: to the Crown of France^ bemg greatly hpnourr 
ed by the Soldiers^ found Means thereby to prevent 
Charles Duke of Lorraine of the Crown, being right 
Heir by Defcent from C^arlemaine. And albeit the 
Families of the Paleologi^ Ehami ?nd Turcani be of 
the Blood Royal and right Heirs to the Turkijh Em-: 
pire, when the Ottoman Line Ih^i fail \ yet it is like 
that the chief Ifafla having the Love of the Jamfaries 
will ufurp the State, becaufe the Paleologi and other 
Competitors be far from the Turk^s Perfon, poof , and 
without Means to purchafe the Soldiers Favour. 

A Commander General in Arms^ ought upon 

Pain of great Punilhment be enjoined, not to employ 

or retain any Forces longer than the Time or hi$ 

Cpmmiflion. Example, The Dictators of Rome were 

in this Point fo precife, as never any of than dared 

to trangrefs the Time prefixed, till C^f(^ obtained 

that Dignity fhould corttinue in him for Life, which 

was the Caufe of his Ufuipation of the iState. Alio 

the Tbebans conunanded, that if the General of their 

Army did hold his Forces one Day longer than the 

Time prefixed, he Ihould thereby incur Dai^er of 

Death, which Juflice was executed upon Epaminondas 

and Pelopidas. 

Banifhment of great Lords, or Citizens of great 
J^epufatipi), hath b^cn in divers Places divcrfly lifed % 

for 
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for in the one, they were inforced only to abl^nt 
themfelves without further Infliftion; in the other, 
Bianifhment was accompanied with Confifcation, a 
Courfe of great Danger. Example, In Jrgos^ Athens^ 
EpbefuSj and other Cities of Greece^ the Citizens puif- 
fant in Friends, Virtue or Riches, were many times 
l^anilh'd for Envy or Fear, but never, or very rarely 
forced to abfent themfelves longer than ten Years ; 
and that without Lofs of Goods, which was the 
Caufe that never any of them warred againft the 
Country. But Dion being banifli'd Syracufa by Diony- 
Jms Junior^ and Coriolanus from Rcme^ did make 
mighty Wars againft their own Country. The like 
was done by the A£sdici in France. 

Honourable and magnanimous Men were wont not 
only to cnterprize great A6b, but alfo to fuflPer pa- 
tiently all Injuries which Foes or Fortune could ex- 
pofe them to ; as rcfolved, that no Calamity was fo 
great as to make their Minds abjed. or to lorget the 
Dignity appertaining to Perfons virtuous. Example, 
After the Defeat of the Roman Army upon the River 
Mlia^ the Galli purfued the Viftory even to Rofn^% 
Walls ; whither being come, and finding the Gates 
open, without any Figure of Refiftance, they entertd the 
Streets, where all honourable Palaces were alfo unfhut^ 
which cauled the Galli greatly to doubt. Neverthelefs 
looking into the Houfes, they found in every of them 
a Senator fet in a Chair of State, and in his Hand a 
Rod of Ivory ; his Perlbn was alfo vefted with Robes 
of Dignity: which majcftic Spedacle did marvel- 
Jpufly ama2;e the Gallic not having before that Time 
ieen any fuch reverend Sight •, and therefore did not 
only refrain to offer Violence, but highly admired 
th^ Roman Courage, chiefly in that Fortune, Never- 
thelefs at length a rude Gaul happened with his Hand 
to touch the white B^d of Af. Pafyrius^ whereat he 
taking great Difdain« ftruck him with his Rod, in 
rpqwtstl wticreof the Barbarian flew Pafyrius^ and by 
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^hat Example all the other Senators and Pcrfons of 
Dignity were alio (lain. 

Albeit the Knowledge and Study of Letters be both 
commendable and neceflary in all well regulated 
States ; yet if under fo honeft Pretence, Idlenefs enr 
ter, fuch Abufes muft feafonably be forefeen and 
removed. Example, When Diogenes and Cameades^ 
two excellent Philpfophers, were fent Ambafiadors 
from Athens to the Romans^ many of the Nobility that 
before difpofed themfelves to Arms, allured with 
their Eloquence and marvellpus Wifdom, began with 
great Admiration to follow them ; and in liey of 
Arms, turned their Endeavours to the Study of Letrr 
ters ; which the wife Catp difcerning, procured thj? 
Senate to decree, that (to efchew all Inconveniences 
which fo honeft Idlenefs might breed) no Philofo- 
phers fliould from thenceforth be received into 
'R&ihe. 

The Honour due to Magtftrates was anciently much 
regarded, and contrariwife all irreverent and unduti^ 
Jill Behaviour with great Severity punifli'd. Example, 
The Cenfors of Rme degraded a Citizen only for 
having yawned loud in their Prefence ; and another 
/called ViSiius was (lain in the Field for not doing due 
Reverence to a Tribune when he paft by him. It 
is alfp obferved, that the Spn of Fabius Maxiffius^ 
when he was Cenfor, nieeting his Father on Horfcr 
"jback, and feeing the Serjeants afraid to fpeak to him 
to difmount, did himfelf command hiiji fo to do, 
jvhich Command the Father cheerfully and willingly 
obeyed, feying, Dpmeftic Power muft give Plaicte 
to public Authority. 

Tyrannous Princes having incurred the univerlal 
Hate of People, found no Means Iq meet to preferve 
iheni from popular Fury, as to execute oi deliver into 
fheir Hands their own chief Minions and intimate Coun- 
sellors. Example, Tiberius delivered to the People his 
Favourite Sej^iius j Nero^ Tigellinus 5 Hemy King of 
' ' ' ^ Sweden 
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Sweden committed to their Fury his bell beloved Ser- 
vant George Prejion ; Caracalla caufed all his Flatte- 
rers to te flain that had perfuaded him to kill his 
Brother. The like was done by Caligula^ whereby he 
jcfcaped kixnfelf. 

A Princg that rewards or pardons a Perfon that 
Jciils another Prince, albeit by that Means he is afpir- 
ltd to Sovereignty, fhall thereby both incur grea^t 
panger and Hate, and encourage Men therein to at- 
tempt the Hke againft himfelf. Therefore wife Princes 
have not only left: fuch Services quite unrecompenf- 
fed, but alfo moft feverely punifhed them. Example, 
The Emperor Severus put all thofe to Death that 
confented to the Murder oiPertinax : And Alexander 
the Great executed him that flew Darius^ as abhor^ 
f ing that Subjeft that would lay violent Hands on his 
Prince, notwithftanding he we^'e an Enemy. Likewife 
Vitellius put to Peath all the ]VbH-dcrers and Conlpi- 
;^tor$ ^^ainfl: Galba^ rndDomitian ^x^cuted his Se- 
^retary Epaphroditus for the JVJufdier pf Nero^ altho* 
|xe inftantly defired his Aid 

The virtuous and vicious Examples of Princes in- 
.cite Subjq^s to imitate the fame Qualities ; which 
Jlule never or very rarely fails. Example, Francis the 
Firfl, King oiFrdnce^ and otlier Princes in divers Ages 
and Places, had great Eft€;em of learned Men, and 
forthwith all the Princes, Nobles, Nobility, and 
Clergy, difpofed themfelves fo earneftly to Study, 
as before that Time had not been feen fo many and 
^Q gre^t a number of learned Men, as well in Tongues 
^ Sciences. Contrariwife, Alexander thp Great, other- 
wife a Prince of great Vi^ue, by his iipmpderate ufe 
pf drinking, did draw the greateft Number of his 
Court and People alfo tp delight in Drunkennefs. The 
like fifFeft followed the exceflive Iptemperance of 
Mitbrid^tfs^ King pf Awa/taj 

The 
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The laft and not the leaft ccmfidenUe, is to ob^ 
ferve how great Efiects Devotion and CtoDtempt of 
human Glory worketh in the Minds noc only of pri* 
vate Perfons, but of Kings and Princes alio, who have 
oft abandoned worldly Profit, Honour, and Pkafure, 
to embrace the contemplative retired Life. Example^ 
Ramhrus King of Jm^aUy Verecunius King of SpatUy 
CbarUmam Son of Carolus MarteUms^ Matilda QuctVk 
of Francty jhnuratb King of Turiajy with many others. 
J^erio Alaximus^ exempio Myar. 
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Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

rHOSE that are fupprefs^d and helplefs are com-- 
monly filtnt^ wijhing^ that the common HI in all Sort 
might be /ivith their particular Misfortunes^ which 
Difpojition^ as it is uncharitable in all Afiwr, fo it 
would be in me more Dog-like than Man-tike^ to bite the 
Stone thatftruck me : (to wit) the borrowed Authority of 
my Sovereign mijinformedj feeing their Arms and Hands 
that flung it J are moft of them already rotten. For Imuft 
cotfefs it ever that they are Debts^ and not Difcontent- 
mentSj that your Majefty hath laid upon me ; the Debts 
and Obligations of afriendlefs Adverfity^ far more pay a-- 
hie in all Kinds, than thofe of the Profperous : All whicby 
nor the leaft of them, though I cannot difcbarge, I may 
yet endeavour it. And notwithftanding my Reftraint hath 
retrenched all Ways, as well the Ways of Labour and 
Will, as of all other Employments, yet hath it left with 
me my Cogitations, than which I have nothing elfe to offer 
m the Altar of ny Love. 

Of thefe (moft gracious Sovereign) I han)e ufed fome 
Part in the following Difpute, between a Counfellor of 
State and a Juftice of Peace, the one diffuading, tb$ 
other perfuading, the Calling of Parliament. In all 
which, Jince the Norman Conqueft (at the leaft fo many 
as Hiftories hiive gathered) I have in fome Things in 
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the following Dialogue^ frefentei your Majefly with tht 
QmterUs and Succejfes. 

Some Things there are^ and thofe of the great eft ^ which 
becaufe they ought to be refohed on^ I thought fit to 
range them in the Front of the reft^ to the End your 
Majefty may be f leafed to examine your awn great and 
frincely Heart of their Acceptance or Refufal. - 

Tbefirftis^ that Suppqfition^ that your Majefifs Sub- 
jells give nothing but with AdjunSlion of their own In- 
terefty interlacing in one and the fame Ail your Majeftfs 
Reliefs their own Liberties \ not that your Majeft^fs 
Piety was ever fufpeSled^ but becaufe the beft Princes are 
ever the leaft jealous^ your Majefty judging others by your 
felf who have abufed your Majeftfs Truft. The feared 
Continuance of the like Abufe may perfuade the Pravijion. 
But this Caution^ however it feemeth at firft Sights your 
Majefty pall perceive J by marrf Examples following^ butfri" 
volous. The Bonds of SubjeSs to their Kings jbould tf/- 
w^s be wrought out of Iron^ the Bonds of Kings unto 
Subje^s but with Cobwebs. 

Thus it is ( moft renowned Sovereign ) that this 
Traffick of AJfuranees hath been often urged, of whicbf 
if the Conditions have been eafy, our Kings have as eqfiif 
kept them ; if hard and prejudicial, either to their 
Honours or Eftates, the Creditors have been paid their 
Debts with their own Prefumption. 

For all Binding of a King by Law upon the Advan- 
tage of his Necejfity makes the Breach it felf lawful in a 
King, his Charters and all other Inftruments being no 
other than thefurviving fVttneffes of unconftrained Will: 
Princeps non fubjicitur nifi ma voluntate libera, mero 
motu & certa fcienria : Necejfary Words in all the Grants 
of a King, witnejjing that the fame Grants were given 
freely and knowingly. 

The fecond Refolution wiU reft in your Mojefty, leaving 
the new Impojitions, all Monopolies, and other Grievances 
of the People, to the Conjideration of the Houfe^ provided, 
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that your Majejifs Revenue he not abated% which if your 
Majefiy Jball refufSy it is thought that the Bifputes will 
Uft long J and the Iffues will be douhtful : And an the 
contrary if your Majefiy vouchfdfe ity it may perchance be 
JtUed a yielding^ which feemetb by the found to brave the 
Reality. 

But (mqft excellent Prince) whaf ether is it to the Ears 
i^fthi Wife^ but as the Sound of a Trumpet^ having blafi- 
ed forth a falfe yllarm^ becomes the common Air? ShaU 
the Head yield to the Feet ? certainly it ought ^ when they 
aregrievedy for Wifdom will rather regard the Commodity^ 
than objeS the Difgrace \ feeing if the Feet lie in Fetters^ 
the Head cannot befreed^ and where the Feet feel but their 
own PainSj the Head doth not onlyfuffer by Participation^ 
hut withal by Conjideration of the Evil. 

Certainly the Point of Honour well weighed^ hath no- 
thing in it to even the BallancCj for by your Majeftfs Fa- 
vour j your Majefiy doth not yield either to any Perfon or 
to any Power y but to Dijpute only^ in which the Propo- 
Jition and Minor prove nothing without a Conclujion^ 
which no other Perfon or Power can make but a Majefiy : 
yeoy this in Henry the ^hird his Time^ was called a Wif 
dom incomparable. For the King raifed again^ recovered 
bis Authority : For^ being in that Extremity that he was 
driven with the ^een aid bis Children^ Cum Abbatibus 
t&: Prioribus fads l^umilibus hofpitia quscrere & prandia. 
For the refij may it pleafeymtrM^efy ^confider^ that there 
can nothing befall your Majefiy in Matters of Affairs more 
unfortunately^ than meeting the Commons of Parlia- 
ment with ill Succefs : A Dtfhonourfo perfuqfive and ad- 
venturous^ as it will not only find Arguments ^ but it will 
fake the leading of all Enemies that Jball offer themfelves 
againfi your Majejlfs Efiate. 

Le Tabourin de la pauvrete ne fait point de bruit: 
Of which dangerous Difeafe in Prinus^ the Remedy doth 
chiefly conjifi in the Love of the People ^ which how it may 
ie had and held^ no Man knows better than your Majefiy j 
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bcvj to lofe if, aS Men know, end kndm that it ii lofi hy 
nothing more than by the Defence of others m wroHg Do- 
ing. The only Motives of Mifchatues that ever came ts 
Kings of this handjinte the Conquefi. 

It is only Love (mefl renewjud Svcereign) muft ffepara 
the way for your Majefifs following Defires. It is Love 
which obe^s, which fiiffersy which givesy wMcb fiicks at 
nothing -, which Love, as well of your Majejtfs Peoph, 
as the Love of God to your Majefiy, that ii may aJwa^ 
held, fbaU be the continual Prajers of 

Your Majefty's mdk humble V^&Iy 

Walter Raliigi^ 
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PARLIAMENTS* 

Proved in a Dialogue between a Gounfellor 
t)f State, and a Juflice of Peace* 

tounfellor. 

NO W, Sir, what think you d Mr. St^ John's. 
Trial in the Star-Chambe^* ? i know that the 
Bruit ran that he was hardly deak withal^ 
becaufe he was imprifoned in the Tower, feeing his ' 
Difluafion from granting a Benevolence to the King 
was warranted by the Lawi 

Jujlice. Surely^ Sirj it was made manifeft at the 
Hearing, that Mr. St. John was rather in love with his 
own Letter-, he confeflcd he had feen your Lord- 
lhip*s Letter^ before he wrote his to the Mayor of 
Marlhrougbi and in your Lordlhip's Letter there 
was not a Word whereto the Statutes by Mr. St. Jokn 
alledgedj had reference; for thofe Statutes did con- 
demn the gathering of Money from the §ubje6t, undei* 
Title of a Free Gift •, whereas a Fifth, a Sixth, a 
Tenth, f^c. was required. But, my good Lord, tho* 
divers Shires have given to his Majefty, fome more^ 
lome lefs, what is this to the King's Debt ? 

N , Qounf.. 
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Counf. We know it well enough, but we have many 
other Projefe. 

' Juft. It is true, my good Lord : But your Lord- 
ihip will find, that when by thefe you have drawn 
many petty Sums from the Subjefts, and thofe fome- 
times fpcnt as faft as they are gathered, his Majefty 
being nothing enabled thereby, when you ihall he, 
forced to demand your great Aid^ the Country 
will excufe itfelf in regard of their former Payments. 

Coun. What mean you by the great Aid ? 

Juji. I mean the Aid of Parliament. 

Counf. By Parliament, I would fain know the Mart 
that durft perfuade the King unto it, for if it fhould 
fucceed ill, in what Cafe were he ? 

JuJ}. You fay well for yourfclf, my Lord, and per- 
chance you that are Lovers of yourfelvcs, (under Par- 
don) do follow the* Advice of the late Ehike of Alva^ 
who was ever oppofite to all Refolutions in Bufinefs 
of Importance ; for if the Things enterpriascd fuc- 
ceeded well, th^ Advice never came in Qucftion ^ if 
ill, (whereto great Undertakings are commonly fub^ 
jed) he then made his Advantage by remembermg his 
Country Counfd : But, my good Lord, thefe referved 
Politicians are not the beft Servants ; for he that is 
bound to adventure his Life for his Mailer, is alfo 
bound to adventure his Advice, Keep not back Coun^ 
fel (faith Ecclejtafiicus) when it may do good. 

Counf. But, Sir, I fpeak it not in other Reipe6l: than ' 
I think it dangerous for the King to ailemble the three 
Eflates, for thereby have our former Kings always 
loft fomewhat of their Prerogatives. And becaufe 
that you fhall not think that I ipeak it at random, 
I will begin with elder Times, wterein the firft Con- 
tention began betwixt the Kings of this Land and 
their Subjedts in Parliament. 
Juft. Your Lordihip fhall do me a fingular Favour. 
Counf. You know the Kings of England had no 
formal Parliament till about the Eighteenth Year of 

Henry 
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tli^nry the Firft for in his Seventeenth Year for the 
Marriage of his Daughter^ the King raifed a Tax upon 
every Hide of Land by the Advice of his Privy Council 
alone. But you may remember how the Subjeds foon 
began to Hand upon Terms with the King^ and drew 
from him by ftrong Hand and the Sword the great 
Charter^ 

Jujl. Your Lordfhip fays well, they drew from the 
King the great Charter by the Sword, and thereof the 
Parliament cannot be accufed, but the Lords. 

Caunf. You fay well, but it was after the Eftablilh- 
ment of the Parliament j and by, Colour of it, that they 
had fo great daring for before that Time they could not 
endure to hear of St. Edward*% Laws^ but rcfifted the 
Confirmation in all they couid, although by thofe 
Laws the Subjefts of this Ifland ^ere no lefs free 
than any of all Europe, 

Jtffi. My good Lord, the Reafon is manifeft % for 
labile the Normans and others of the French that fol- 
lowed the Conqueror made fpoil of itie Englijh^ they 
Would not* endure that any thing but the Will of 
the Conqueror ftiould ftand for Law : But after a 
Defcent or two, when themfelves were become Eng- 
hffh^ and found themfelves beaten with their own 
Rods^ they then began to favour the Difference be- 
tween Subjedtion and Slavery, and infift upon the Law 
of Meum &f ^uum^ and to be able to fay unto them- 
felves, hoc fac £s? xi\)es : Yea, that the conquering 
Engli/h in Ireland did the like, your Lordfhip knows 
it better than I. 

Counf. I think you guefs aright : And to the end 
the Subjedt may know that being a faithful Servant 
to his Prince he might enjoy his own Life, and 
paying to his Prince what belongs to a Sovereign, the 
Remainder was his own to difpofe, Henry the Firft to 
content his VaiHals, gave them the great Charter and 
the Charter of Forejls. 

Juft. What Reafon then had King John to deny 
the Confirmation ? N 2^ Ceunf 
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Counf. He did not; but he on the contrary confirm* 
cd both the Charters with Additions, and required the 
Pope, whom he had then made his Superior, to ftrength- 
en him with a Golden Bull. 

Juji. But your Honour knows, that it was not long, 
that he repented himfelf. 

Counf. It is true, and he had Reafon fo to do; for the 
Barons refufed to follow him into France^ as they ought 
to have done ; and to fay true, this greai Charter upon 
which you infift fo much, was not originally granted 
regally and freely ; for Henry the Firft did ufurp the 
Kingdom, and therefore the better to aflure himfelf 
againft Robert his eldeft Brother, he flattered the Nobi- 
lity and People with thofe Charters. Yea, King John 
that confirmed tliem, had the like Refpeft : For Arthur 
Duke of Britain was the undoubted Heir of the Crown, 
upon whom John ufurped. And fo to conclude, thefe 
Charters had their Original from Kings de faSlo^ but 
not dejure. 

Juft. But King John confirmed the Charter after the 
Death of his Nephew Arthur^ when he waS then Rex 
dejure alfo. 

Counf. It is true, for he durft do no other, ftanding 
accurfed, whereby few or none obeyed him ; for his 
Nobility refufed to follow him into Scotland^ and he had 
alfo grieved the People by pulling down all the Park- 
pales before Harveft, to the end his Deer might fpoil 
the Corn : And by feizing the Temporalities of many 
Biftiopricks into his Hands, and chiefly for prac- 
tifing the Death of the Duke of Britain his Nephew, as 
alfo having lofl: Normandy to the French y the Hearts 
of all Men were turned from him. 

Juft. Nay, by your Favour, my Lord, King John 
reftored King Edward! % Laws after his Abfolution, and 
wrote his Letters in. the t ifteenth of his Reign to all 
Sheriff's, countermanding all former Oppreflions ; yea, 
this he did, notwithftunding the Lords refufed to fol- 
low him into France. 

Counf. 
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'• Counf. Pardon me, he did not reftore King jE^w^r^s 
Laws then, nor yet cxmfirmed the Charters, but he 
promifed upon his Abfolution to do both : But after 
his Return out of France in his Sixteenth Year he de- 
nied it, beeaufc without fuch a Promife he had not 
obtained Reftitution, his Prpfiiife beipg conftrained, 
and not voluntary. ^^ 

Juji. But what think you, was he not bound in 
Honour to perform it ? 

Counf. Certainly no, for it; was determined, in the 
Cafe of Iting Francis the Firft of France^ that all Pro- 
mifes by him ipade^ whilft he was in the Hands of 
Charles the Fifth his Enemy, were void by Reafon, the 
Judge of Honour, i^hich tells us he durft dp no 
other. 

Juji. But King John was not In Prifon.. 

Counf. Yet for all that, Reftraint is Imprifonment, 
yea. Fear itfelf is Imprifonment, and the King was 
fubjeft to both. I know there is nothing more kingly 
in a King, than the Performance of his Word ; but yet 
of a Word freely and voluntarily given. Neither was 
the Charter of Henry the Firft io publifhed, that all Men 
might plead it for their Advantage, but a Charter was . 
left (in depoftto) in the Hands of the Archbilhop qf 
Canterbury for the Time, and fo to his Succeflbrs. 
Stephen Langtbon^ who was ever a Traytor to the King, 
produced this Charter^ and fhewed it to the Barons, 
thereby encouraging them to make War againft the 
King, Neither was it the old Charter fimply the 
Barons fought to have confirmed, but they presented 
unto the King other Articles and Orders, tending to 
the Alteration of the whole Commonwealth, which 
when the King refufed to fign, the Barons prefcntly 
•put themfelves into the Field, and in rebellious and 
outrageous Fafhion fent the King Word, except he con- 
firmed them, they would not defift from making War 
againft hipi, till he had fatisfied them therein. And 
in conclufion, the King being betrayed of all his No- 

N 3 bility. 
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bility, in Etied was torced to grant the Charter oiMag^ 
na Chart a^ and Chart a de Foreftis^ at fuch Times as he 
was invironed with an Army in the Meadows ofStaynes^ 
which Charters being procured by Force, Pope Innocent 
afterward difavowed, ai^d threatened to curfe the Barons 
if they fubmitted not themfelves as they ought to their 
fovereign Lord ; which when the Lords refufed to 
obey, the King entertained an Army of Strarngcrs for 
his own Defence, whgrewith having mattered and 
beaten the Barons, they called in Lewis of France (a 
moft unnatural Refolution) to be their King : Neither 
was Magna Charta a Law iq the Nineteenth of Henry 
the Second, but fimply a Chartep which he confirm^ 
in the Twenty-Jirft of his Reign, and made it a Layp 
in the Twenty-fifth, according to Uttleton^s Opinion. 
Thus much for the Beginning of t{ig Great Ck^er. 
which had firft an obfcure Birth from Ufurpation, luid 
was fecondly foftered and Ihewed to the World by Re? 
bdlion, 

Jujl. I cannot deny, but that ail your Lordfhip hath 
faid is true j but feeing the Charters were aftprwaidi^ 
lo many times confirmed by ParliamAt, and made 
I aws, and that there is nothing in thiem ungual or 
prejudicial to the King, doth not your Honpuf think 
it Reafon they ihopld be obferved ? 

Counf. Yes, and qbferved they are in all that the 
State of a King can permit j for no Man is deftroyed 
but by the Laws of the Land, no Man difleized of his 
Inheritance, but by the Laws pf the Land ; imprifon- 
ed they are by the Prerogative where the King hath 
caufe to fufpeft their {^oyalty ; for were it otherwife, 
the King ftiould never come to the Knpwiedge of any 
Ccn|piracy or Treafon f^gainft his Perfon or State; ana 
being imprifoned, yet doth not any Man fuffer Death 
but by the Law qf the Land. 

Juft. But may it pleafe ypur Lordlhip, were not 
Ccrnwallisj Sharpe^ and Hojkins imprifoned, being nq 
3ufpicion of Treafon there ? 
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Counf. They were ; but it coft them nothing. 

Juft. And what got the King by it ? for in the Con- 
clufion, (bcfides the Murmur of the People) Comwallisj 
Sbarpe^ and Hojkins^ having greatly over-fhot them- 
ielves, and repented them, a Fine of Five or Six hundred 
Pounds was laid on his Majefty for their Offences, for 
fo much their Diet coft his Majefty. 

Counf. I know who gave the Advice, fure I am that 
it was none of mine : But thus I fay, if you confult 
yoiir Memory, you ftiall find that thofe Kings which 
laid in their own Times confirm the Magna Charta^ did 
not only imprifon, but they caufed many of their Nobi- 
Jity and others to be flain without Hearing or Tryah 

Juft. My good Lord, if you will give me leave to 
fpeak freely, I fay, that they are not well advifed that 
perfuade the King not to admit the Magna Charta with 
the former Refervations : For as the King can never 
Jofe a Farthing by it, as I ftiall prove anon ; fo except 
England were as Naples is, and kept by Garrifons of 
another Nation, it is impoffible for a King of England 
to greaten a|^ enrich himfelf by any way fo aflurcdly, 
as by the IjSfe of his People : For b/ one Rebellion 
the King hath more Lofs than by an hundred Years Ob- 
iervance of Magna Charta. For therein have our Kings 
been forced to compound with Rogues and Rebels, 
and to pardon them •, yea, the State of the King, 
the Monarchy, the Nobility have been endangered by 
them. 

Counf Well, Sir, let that pafs. Why fhould noj; 
'piir Kings raife Money as the Kings oi France do by 
their Letters and Edifts only ? For fince the Time of 
Lewis the Eleventh, of whom it is faid, th^t he freed 
the French Kings of their Wardftiip, the Frefuh Kings 
have feldom affembled the States for any Uontribu- 
tion. 

Juft. I will teU you why -, the Strength of jE^/^»i doth 
Confiftofthe People and Yeomanry, thePeafantsofFr^/;^^ 
hjve no Courage nor Arms: In France every Village and 

N 4 Borough 
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Borough hath a Caftle, which the French call Cbafieau 
Villain^ every good City hath a good Citadel j the King 
hath the Regiments of his Guards, and his Men at 
Arms, always in Pay 5 yea, the Nobility of France^ i^ 
whom the Strength of France confifts^ do always aflift 
the King in thofe Levies 5 begauft themielves being 
free, they make the fame Levies upon their Tenant^. 
But, my Lord, if you niark it, France was never free in 
Effed from civil Wars, ai^d lately it was endangered 
cither to be conquered by the Spaniard^ or to be can- 
tonized by the rebellioi^s Frepcb themfelves, fince that 
Freedom of Wardfhip. But, my gqpd Lord, to leave 
this Digreflion, that whereiii I wo^ild wUUngly fatisfy 
your Lordlhip, is, that the Kings of E^tan^ have 
iitver received Lofs by Parliament, pr Prejudice. 

Counf. No, Sir ! you Ihall find that thq Subjp^ in 
Parliament have decreed great Things to ^ePif^v^: 
(age and Difhonour of our Kings ip former Times, 

Juft. My good Lord, to avoid Confufion, 1 wi|| 
piake a fhort Repetition of them all, and then your 
Lordlhip may objp(3: wher^ yop fee caufe i and I dout(C 
jiot but to give yourLordfhip SatisftHdon. In the 
Sixth Year oi Henry the Third thp re wa^ np Difoute; the 
Houfe gave the King Two Shillings of every ploughed 
Land within En^land^ and in the End of the fame Year 
he had EJcuage paid him, (to wit) for every Knight'5 
Fee, two Marks in Silypr. In the Fifth Year of that 
King, the Lords demanded the Confirmation of the 
Qreat Charter^ wliich the thing's Coyncil for that time 
prefcnt excufed, alledging, that thpfe Privileges werp 
extorted by f'orce during thp King's Minority \ and yet 
the King was pleafed to fend forth his Writ to the 
Shcrifts of every County, requiring them tp certify 
:jvhat thofe Liberties were, and how ufed •, and in Ex- 
change of the Lords Demand, becaufe they prefle^ 
him lo violently, the King required all the Caftles and 
Places which the Lords hekl of his, and had held ip 
time of his Father, with thofe Mannors and Lordfhips 

whicA 
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j|sr^dx tliey had heretofore wrefted from the Crown, 
which at tliat tuyie (the Kinjg being provided of Fprces) 
|hey durft not dcay. In the Fourteenth Year he had 
^he Fifteenth Penny of all Goods given him, upon 
Condition to confirm the Great Charter : For by reafon 
pf the Wars in France^ and the Lofs qf Rochel^ he w^s 
then enforced to confent to the Lords in all they de- 
manded. In the Tenth of his Reign, he fined the City 
pf Lon4on at 50000 Marks, becaufe they had receive^ 
Lewis oi France, In the Eleventh Year, in the Parliament 
fit Opcfordy hp jreyoked the Great Charter^ being granted 
when he was under Age, and governed by the Earl of 
Pembroke^ and the Bifhop of U^tnchejier. In this 
Eleventh Year, the Earls or Qrnwal and Chefter^ Mar- 
Jhal^ Edward Earl of Pembroke^ Gilbert Earl oiGloceftery 
fVarreriy Hereford^ Ferrars^ Warwick^ and others, 
rebelled againft the King, and conftrained him to yield 
junto them, in what they demanded fpr their particular 
Intereft^ which Rebellion being appealed, he failed in- 
jto France^ and in his Fifteenth Year, he had a Fifteenth 
of the Temporality, and a Difms and a half of the 
Spirituality, • and withal Efcuage of every Knight's 

Counf. But what fay you tp the Parliament of JVeJt- 
tninjier^ in the Sixteenth of the King, where notwithr 
Handing the Wars of Francey and his great Charge in 
repuiring the JVelJh Rebels, he was flatly depied the 
jSubfidy demanded ? 

Juji. I cdnfefs^ my Lord^ that tl^e IJpuft excufed^ 
themfelves by reafon of their Poverty, ai)d the J^ords 
faking of Arms ; in the next Year it was m^ifeft, 
that the Houfe was praftifed againft the King : And 
was it not fo, my good Lord, think you in our two 
laft Parliaments ? For in the Firft, even thofe whom his 
JVIajefty truifted moft, betrayed him in the Union; and 
in the Second, there were other of the great Ones ran 
counter. But your Xordfliip fpake of pagers or 

Par- 
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Parliaments-, in this, my Lord, there was a Denial, hut 
there was no Danger at all : But to return where I 
left, what got the Lords by praftifing the Houfe at 
that time ? I fay, that thofe that brake this Staff upon 
the King, were overturned with the CounterbufF, for 
he refumed all thofe Lands which he had given in his 
Minority, he called all his exacfting Officers to account, 
he found them all faxilty, he examined the Corruption 
of other Magiftrates, and from all thefe he drew fuffi- 
cient Money to fatisfy his prefent Neceflity ; whereby 
he not only fpared his People, but highly contented 
them with an Aft of fo great Jufticc : Yea Hubert^ 
Earl of Kenty the Chief Juftice whom he had moft 
trufted, and moft advanced, was found as falfe to the 
King as any one of the reft. And for conclufion, ia 
the End of that Year, at the Aflembly of the States at 
Lambeth^ the King had the Fortieth Part of every Man'si 
Goods given him freely toward his Debts : For thq 
People, who the fame Year had refufed to give the 
King any thing, when they faw he had fqueezed thofe 
Spunges of the Commonweialth, they wilHngly yielded 
to give him Satisfaftion, 

Counf. But I pray you, what became of this Hubert^ 
whom the King had favoured above all Men, betraying 
his Majefty as he did ? 

Juji. There were many that perfuaded the King to 
put him to Death, but he could not be drawn to con-* 
lent; but the King feized upon his Eftate which was 
great \ yet in the End he left him a fufficient Portion, 
and gave him his Life, becaufe he had done great Ser- 
vice in former Times : For his Majefty, though hQ 
took advantage of his Vice, yet he foi^ot not to have 
confideration of his Virtue. And upon this Occafion 
it was that the King, betrayed by thofe whom he moft 
trufted, entertained Strangers, and gave them their 
Offices, and the Charge of his Caftles and ftrong Places 
in England. 

Counf, 
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Counf. But the drawing in of thofe Strangers was 
the Caufc that Marjbal Earl of Pembroke moved War 
lagainft the King. 

Juft. It is true, my good Lord, but he was fbon 
iifter flain in Lreland^ and his whole mafculine Race Ten 
Years extingiiifli'd, tho* there were Five Sons of them ; 
Ijnd Marjbal being dead, who was the Mover and 
Ringleader of that War, tl.e Kng pardoned the reft 
pf the Lords th^t had aflifted Marjbal. 

Counf. Whsit Reafon had the King fo to do ? 
Juft. Becaufe he was pcrfuaded, that they loved hii 
JPerlbn, and only hated thofe corrupt Counfellors, that 
jthen bar^ the greateft Sway under him; as alfo becaufe 
they were the beft Men of War he had, whom if he 
had deftroyed, havirjg War with the French ^ he had 
wanted Commanders to have ferved him. 
^ Counf. But whiit Reafon had the Lords to take Arms? 
Jiifi. Becaufe the King entertained the Poi£lcvins^ 
were not they the King*s Vaffals alfo ? Should the 
Spaniards rebel, becaufe the Spanijh King trufts to the 
Neapolitans^ Portuguefe^ Milanoisy and other Nations 
his Vaffals? feping thofe that are governed by the Vice- 
Roys and Deputies are in Policy to be well entertained, 
and to be employed, who would otherwife devife how 
to free themfelves j whereas, being trufted and employ- 
ed by their Prince, they entertain themfelves with the 
hopes that other of the King's Vaffals do: If the 
Kjng had called in the Spaniards^ or other Nations not 
his Subjefts, the Nobility pf England had Reafori of 
Grief. 

Counf. But what People did ever ferve the King of 
England mqrt faithfully than the Gafcoigns did, even 
to the Ijift pf the Conqueft pf that Dutchy ? 

Juft. Ypuf Lordfhip fays well, ^nd I am of that 
Opinion, that if it had pieced the Queen of England 
%o have drawn fome or the chief of the Nobility into 
flngland^ and by Exchange have made them good Free- 
holders in England^ fhe had faved about Two Millioils 

of 
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of PoundSy which were confumed in Times of tfaolc 
Rd)ellions. For what held the great Gafcmgm firm to 
the Crown of England {oi whom the Duke oi Ejper^ 
nan married the Inheritrix) but his Earldom of Ktndal 
in Englandy whtttai the Duke of EJfenum (in right of 
his Wife) bears the Title to this Daf? And to the 
lame end I take it, hath Jama our Sovereign Lord 
^y^n Lands to divers pf the Nobihty of Scoiland. 
And if I were worthy to adviie your Lordfhip, I 
fhouid thinky that your Lordfhip fhould do the King 
great Service, to put him in mind to prcrfiibit all the 
Scottijh Nation to alienate and fell away their Inherir 
tance here ; for they felling, they not cwily give Caufe 
to the Englijh to complain, tliat the Treafurc of Et^- 
land is tranfported into Scotland^ but his Majefty is 
thereby alio fruftrated of making both Nations one, 
and of aifuring the Service and Obedience of the 
Scots m future. 

Counf. You fay well, for though thofe of Scotland 
that are advanced and enriched by the King's Majefly, 
will no doubt fervc him faithililly, yet how their 
Heirs and Succeflbrs having no Inheritance to lofe 
in England^ may b^ fedqced, is uncertain. But let us 
go on with our P^h^ent. Ai>d what fty you to 
the Denial, in theTwenty-fixth Year of I>is Reign, even 
when the King was invited to come into France by 
the Earl of March, who had married his Mother, and 
who proipifed to aflift the King in the Coivjucft of 
many Places loft ? 

Ju/t. It is tnie, my good Lord, that a Subfidy was 
then denied, and the Reafons are delivered in Engli/b 
Hiftories -, and indeed the King not long before had 
fpent much Tr|^fure in aiding the Duke of Britain 
to no Purpple I- -for vlia drew over the King, but to 
draw on goo^k* Conditiom for himfelf, as the Earl dl 
March his F,a!iier-in-law now did: As the Englijb 
Barons did iiivite Lewis of France not long before, ^s 
in elder Tidies all the Kings and States had done, and 

in 
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ih late Years the Leaguers of France entertained the 
Spaniards^ and the French Proteftants and Netherlands^ 
Queen Elizabeth^ not with any Purpofe to greaten 
thofe that aid them, but to purchafe to thcmfelves an 
advantageous Peace. But what fay the Hiftories to 
this Denial ? They fay, with a World of Payments, 
there mentioned, that the King had drawn the Nobi- 
lity dry. And befides, that whereas not long before 
great Sums of Money were given, and the fame ap- 
pointed to be kept in four Caftles, and not to be ex- 
pended but by the Advice of the Peers, it was believ* 
cd, that the fame Treafure was yet unfpent. 

Counf. Good Sir, you have faid enough ; judge you 
whether it were not a Dilhonour to the King to be lb 
tycd, as not to expend his Treafure but by other 
Men's Advice, as it were by their Licenfe. 

Juji. Surely, my Lord, the King was well-advifed to 
take the Money upon any Occafion, and they were 
Fools that propounded the Reftraint ; for it doth not 
appear^ that the King took any great Heed to thofe 
Qrerfeers : Kings are bound by their Piety j and by m 
dther Obligation. In Queen Marf% Time, when it 
was thought that (he was with Child, it was propound- 
ed in Parliament, that the Rule of the Realm Ihould 
be given to King Philips during the Minority of the 
hoped Prince or Princefs ; and the King offered his 
Aflurance in great Sums of Money, to reiinquifti the 
Government at fuch Time as the Prince or Princefs 
fhould be of Age : At which Motion, when all elfe 
were filent in the Houfe, Lord Dacres (who was none 
of the wifeft) aflced. Who fhall fue the King's Bonds ? 
Which ended the Difpute, (for what other Bonds is 
between a King and his Vaffals, than the Bond of the 
King's Faith ?) But, my good Lord, the King, not- 
withftanding the Denial at that I'imc, was with Gifts 
from particular Perfons, and otherwiie, fupplied for 
proceeding of his Journey for that Time into France^ 
he took with him thirty Calks tilled v/izh Silver and 

Coin. 
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Coin, which was a great Trealurc in thofe Days. KiA 
lafUy, notwithftanding the firft Denial, in the Kic&g's 
Abfence he had Efcuage granted hirti (to wit) 20 %* 
of every Knight's Fee, 

Counf. What fay you then to the Twenty-eighth 
Year of that King, in which when the King demanded 
Relief, the States would not confent, except the fame 
former order had been taken for the appointing of four 
Overfeers for the Treafure : As alio that the Lord 
Chief Juilice and the Lord Chancellor ihould be 
chofen by the States, with fome Barons of the £x« 
chequer and other Officers ? 

Jufi. My good Lord, admit the King had yielded 
to their Demands, then whatfoever had been ordained 
by thofe Magiftrates to the Diflike of the Common^ 
wealth, the People had been without Remedy, where^ 
as while the King made them, they had their Appeal 
and other Remedies. But thofe Demands vanifhed^ 
and in the End the King had Efcuage given him, 
without any of their Conditions. It is an excellent 
Virtue in a King to have Patience, and to give w^y 
to the Fury of Men's Paffions. The Whale when 
he is ftrucken by the Fifherman, grows into that 
Fury, that he cannot be refitted, but will overthrow 
all the Ships and Barks that come in his Way ; but 
when he hath rumbled a while, he is drawn to the Shore 
with a twin'd Thread. 

Counf. What fay you then to the Parliament in the 
Twenty-ninth of that King? 

Jufi. I fay, that the Commons being unable to pay^ 
jthe King relieves himfelf upon the richer Sort ; and 
fo it likewife happened in the Thirty-third of that 
King, in which he was relieved, chiefly by the City 
of London. But, my good Lord, in the Parliament 
in London in the Thirty-eighth Year, he had given him 
the Tenth of all the Revenues of the Church for Three 
Years, andThree Marks of everyKnight's Fee through- 
out the Kingdom, upon his Promife and Oath upon 
• the 
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the obferving of Magna Cbarta ; but in the End of the 
fame Year> the King being then in France^ he was 
denied the Aids which he required. What is this to 
:hc Danger of a ParHament ? efpecially at this Time 
they had Reafon to refufe, as they had given fo greac 
a Sum in the Beginning of the fame Year. And- 
again, becaufe it was known that the King had but 
pretended War with the King of Caftik^ with whom 
he had fecretly contrafted an Alliance, and concluded 
a Marriage betwixt his Son Edward^ and the Lady 
Eleanor. Thefe falfe Fires do but fright Children, and 
it commonly falls out, that when the Caufe given is 
known to be falfe, the Neceffity pretended is thought 
to be feigned. Royal Dealing has evermore Royal 
Succefs ; and . as the King was denied in the Eight 
and thirtieth Year, fo was he denied in the Nine and 
thirtieth Year,' becaufe the Nobility and the people hw 
it plainly, that the King was abufed by the Pope, wh6 
as well in Defpite ^o Manfred^ Baftard Son to die Em- 
peror Frederick the Second, as to cozen the King, 
and to wafte him, would needs beftow on the King 
the Kingdom of Sicily \ to recover which, the King 
fent all the Treafure he could borrow or fcrape to the 
Pope ; and withal gave him Letters of Credence, for 
to take up what he could in Italy ^ the King binding 
himfelf for the Payment. Now, my good Lord, the 
Wifdom of Princes is feep in nothing more than in 
their Enterprizes. So hov unpleafing it was to the 
State of England to confume the Treafure of the Land, 
and in the Conqueft oi Sicily fo far ofF,and otherwife, for 
that the Englijh had loft Normandy under their Nofes, 
and fo many goodly Parts of France^ of their own 
proper Inheritances. The Reafon of the Denial is as 
well to be confidered as the Denial. 

Counf. Was not the King alfo denied a Suhfidy in 
the Forty-firft of his Reign ? 

Juft. No, my Lord: for although the King re- 
quired Money as before, for the impoffible Conqueft 
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of Sicily y yet the Houfc offered to give Fifty-two TKcrtl'' 
land Marks, which whether he refufed or accepted^ 
is uncertain •, and whilft the King dreamed of Sicilyi 
the IVelJh invaded and fpoilcd the Borders of England *y 
for in the Parliament of London^ when the King urged 
the Houfe for the profecuting the Conqueft of Sicily^ 
the Lords utterly difliking the Attempt, ui^ed the 
profecuting of the Weljhmen : Which Parliament be- 
ing again prorogued, did afTemble at Oxford^ and 
was called the mad Parliament, which was no other 
than an Affembly of Rebels -, for the royal Aflent of 
the King, which gives Life to all Laws formed by 
the three Eftates, was not a royal Aflent, when both 
the King and the Prince were conftrained to yield to 
the Lords, A conftrained Confent is the Confent of 
a Captive, and not of a King, and therefore there was 
nothing done there either legally or royally^ For 
if it be not properly a Parliament where the Sub-* 
jeft is not free, certainly it can be none where the 
King is bound 5 for all Kingly Rule was taken from 
the King, and Twelve Peers appointed, and as ibmc 
Writers have it, Twenty-four Peers, to govern the 
Realm; and therefore the Aflemby made by Jack 
Straw and other Rebels, may as well be called a Par- 
liament as that of Oxford. Principis nomen haberey non 
efi ejfe PrincefSy for thereby was the King driven not 
only to compound all Quarrels with the Frencby but 
to have Means to be revenged on the rebellious Lordst 
hut he quitted his Right to Normandy ^Anjou^ zndMa^ne. 

Counf. But Sir, what needed this Extremity, feeing 
the Lords required but the Confirmation of the former 
Charter^ which was not prejudicial to the King to 
grant ? 

Juft. Yes, my good Lord, but they infuked upoa 
the King, and would not fuffer him to enter into his 
own Caftles; they put down the Purveyor of the Meat 
for the Maintenance of his Houfe, as if the King 
had been a Bankrupt s and gav& Order dxat without 
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ready Money he Ihould not take up a Chicken. And ' 
though there is nothing againft the Royalty of a King 
in thefe Charters (the Kings of England being Kings 
of Freemen, and not of Slaves) yet it is fo contrary 
to the Nature of a King to be forced even to thofe 
Things, which may be to his Advantage, as the Kirg 
had fome Rcafon to feek the Difpenfation of his Oaih 
from the Pope, and to draw in Strangers for his own 
Defence : yea, jurefaho Corona no fir a is intended in- 
clufively in all Oaths and Promifes exafte J from a 
Sovereign. 

Counf. But you cannot be ignorant how dangerous 
a Thing it is to call in other Nations, bodi for the 
Spoil they make, as alfo, becaufe they have often held 
the Pofleflion of the belt Pljices with which they have 
been trufted. 

Jtifi. It is true, my good Lord, that there is no- 
thing fo dangerous for a King as to be conftrained and 
held as a Prifoner to his Vaflals, for by that Edward II. 
and Richard II.. loft their Kingdoms and their Lives. 
And for calling in of Strangers, was not King Edward 
the Sixth driven to call in Strangers againft the Rebels in 
Norfolky Cornwall^ Qxfordjbire^ and elfewhere ? Have 
not the Kings of Scotland been oftentimes conftrained 
to entertain Strangers againft the Kings of England ? 
And the King of England at this Time, had he not 
been divers Times affifted by the Kings of Scotland^ 
had been endangered to have been expelled for ever. 

Counf. But yet you know thofe Kings were depofed 
by Parliament. 

Juft. Yea, my good Lord, being Prifoners, being 
out of Pofleflion, and being in their Hands that were 
Princes of the Blood, and Pretenders. It is an old 
Country Proverb, that Might overcomes Right j a weak 
Title that wears a ftrong Sword, commonly prevails ' 
againft a ftrong Title that wears but a weak One ; 
otherwife Philip the fecond had never been Duke of 
Portugal^ nor Duke of Mil^n^ nor King of Naples and 
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Sicily. But my Lord, Errores non funt trahendi in ex* 
emplum. I fpeak of regal, peaceable and lawful Par- 
liaments. The King at this Time was but a King in 
Name, for Cloticefter^ Leicefter^ and Chichejler made 
choice of other Nine, to whom the Rule of the Realm 
was committed, and the Prince was forced to purchafe 
his Liberty from the Earl of Lacejler, by giving tor 
his Ranfom the County Palatine of Cbejier. But my 
Lord, let us judge of thofe Occafions by their Events, 
what became of this proud Earl ? Was he not loon 
after flain in Evejham ? Was he «ot left naked in the 
Field, and left a fhameful Speftacle, his Head being 
cut off from his Shoulders, his Privy Parts from his 
Body, and laid on each Side of his Nofe ? And did 
not God extinguifh his Race ? After which, in a law- 
ful Parliament at Wefiminfier (confirmed in a following 
Parliament of ^^»^/»^^^ were not all the Lords that 
followed Leicejlcr difinherited ? And when that Fool 
Gloucejler^ after the Death of Leicefter (whom he had 
formerly forfaken) made himfelf the Head of a lecond 
Rebellion, and called in Strangers, for which not long 
before he had cried out againft the King, was not he 
in the end, after that he had feen the Slaughter of fp 
many of the Barons, the Spoil of their Caftles and 
Lordfhips, conftrained to fubmit himfelf, as all the 
Survivers did, of which they that fped beft paid their 
Fines and Ranfoms, the King referving his younger 
Son, the Earldoms of Leicefter and Deriy. 

Counf. Well, Sir, we have difputed this King to the 
Grave, tho' it be true, that he outlived all his Enemies, 
and brought them to Confufion -, yet thofe Examples 
did not terrify ^ their Succeflbrs, but the Earl Marjbd, 
and Hereford^ threatened King Edward the firft, with a 
new War. 

Juft. They did fo, but after the Death of Hereford^ 
the Earl Marjhal repented himfelf, and to gain the 
King's Favour, he made Kim Heir of all his Lands. 
But what is this to the Parliament i for there was 

never 



7 be Prerogative of Parliaments. 195 

never King of this Land had more given him for the 
time of his Reign, than Edward the Son oi Henry the 
third had. 

Counf. How doth that appear ? 

Juji, In this fort, my good Lord ; in this King's 
Third Year he had given him the Fifteenth Part of all 
Goods. In his Sixth Year a Twentieth ; in his Twelfth 
Year a Twentieth j in his Fourteenth Year he had Ef- 
cuage, (to wit) Forty Shillings of ^very Knight's Fee 5 
in his Eighteenth Year he had the, Eleventh Part of all 
moveable Goods within the Kingdom; in his Nineteenth 
Year, the Tenth Part of all Church- Livings inEngland^ 
Scotland^ and Ireland for Six Years, by agreement from 
the Pope ; in his Three and twentieth Year, he raifeci 
a tax upon Wool and Fells, and on a Day caufed all 
the religious Houfes to be fearched, and all the Trea- 
fure in them to be feized and brought to iiis Coffers, 
excufing himfelf by laying the Fault upon his Treafu^ 
rer : He had alfo in the end of the fame Year of the 
Goods of all Burgefles, and of the Commons, the Tenth 
Part; in the Twenty-fifth Year of the I^arliament of St. 
Edmundjbury^ he had an Eighteenth Part of the Goods 
of the Burgefles, and of the People in general, the 
Tenth Part, He had alfo the fame Year by putting 
the Clergy out of his Proteftion, a Fifth Part of their. 
Goods^ and in the fame Year he fet a great Tax upon 
Wools, to wit, from half a Mark to Forty Shillings 
upon every Sack, whereupon the Earl Marfhat^ and 
the Earl of Hereford^ refufing to attend the King 10 
FlanderSy pretended the Grievances of the People. But 
in the End, the King having pardoned them, and con- 
firmed the Great Charter, he had the Ninth Penny of 
ail Goods from the Lords and Commons 5 of the Cl^r* 
gy, in the South he had the Tenth Penny, and in the 
North the Fifth Penny. In the Two and thirtieth Year 
he had a Subfidy freely granted. In the Three and 
thirtieth Year, he confirmed the Great Charter of his 
own Royal Dilpofition j and the States to flxew their 
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Thankfulnefs gave theKing for one Year, the Fifth Part 
jrf all the Revenues of the Land^ and of the Citizens 
the Sixth Part of their Goods. And in the fame Year^ 
the King ufed the Inquifition called Trai k Bafton ; By 
which all Juftices and other Magiftratcs were grievoufly 
fined, that had ufed Extortion 01;; Bribery, or had other- 
wife mif-demeaned themfclvcs to the great Contentation 
of the People. This Commiffion likewife did enquire 
of Entrudors, Barators, and all other the hke Vermin, 
whereby the King gathered a great Mafs ofTreafure, 
with a great deal of Love. Now for the whole Reign 
of this King •, who governed £»f/<a«ii thirty-five Years, 
there was not any Parliament to his Prejudice. 

Counf. But thcr^ was taking of Arms l^ Mar/hd and 
Hereford. 

Juji. That's true, but why was that ? bccaufe the 
King, notwithftanding all that was given him by Par- 
liament, did lay the greateft Taxes that ever King did 
without their Confent^ But what loft the King by thofe 
Lords i one of them gave the King all his Lands, and 
the other died in Difgrace. 

Counf. But what fay you to the Parliament in Ed- 
nvard the Second's time, his Succcflbr ? did not the 
Houfe of Parliament banifh Pierce Ga^'ejicn^ whom the 
King favoured ^ 

Juft. But what was this Gavcfton but an Efquire of 
Gafcoigne^ formerly banifh'd the Realni by King Ed- 
iMord the Firft, for corrupting the Prince Edward now 
reigning. And the whole Kingdom fearing and deteft^ 
ing his venomous Difpofition, they befought his Ma- 
jefty to caft him off, which the King performed by an 
Aft of his own, and not by Aft of Parliament ; yea, 
GavefiorCs own Fat;her-in-Law, the Earl of Gloucejter^ 
was one of the chiefeft of the Lords that procured it. 
And yet finding the King's AfFeftion to follow him fo 
ftrongly, they all confented to have him recalled. Af- 
ter which when his Credit fb increafed, that he defpif- 
«d and fet at nought all the ancient Nobility, and not 
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only perfuaded the King to all manner of Outrages and 
Riots, but withal tranfported what he lifted of the 
King's Treafure and Jewels, the Lords urged his Ba- 
nifhment the fecond Time ; but neither was the firft nor 
fecond Baniflimeut forced by Aft of Parliament, but 
by the forceable Lords his Enemies. Laftly, he be* 
ing recalled by the King, the Earl of Lancajler cauled 
hjs Head to be ftrickcn off, when thofe of his Party 
had taken him Prifoner. By which prefumptuous Ad:-, 
the Earl and the reft of his Company committed Trea- 
fon and Murder : Treafon, by raifing an Army with- 
out Warrant -, Murder, by taking away the Life of the 
King's Subjects. After which, Gavefton b«ing dead, the 
Spencers got Poflcflion of the King's Favour, though 
the younjger of them was placed aboyt the King, by 
the Lords themfelves. 

Counf. What fay you then to the Parliament held 
at Leridon^ about the Sixth Year of thj^t King ? 

Juft. I fay that thfe King was not bound to perform 
the A6b of this Parliament, becaufe the Lords being 
too ftrong for the King, inforccd his Confent ; for thefe 
be the Words of our own Hiftory, They wrejied too 
much beyond the Bounds of Reafon. 

Counf. What fay you then to the Parliaments of the 
white Wands, in the Thirteenth of the King ? 

Juft. I fay the Lords that were fo moved, came with 
an Army, and by ftrong Hand furprized the King, 
then conftrained (faith the Story) the reft of the Lords, 
and compelled many of the Biihops to confent unto 
them. Yea it faith further, that the King durft 
not but grant to all that they required, (to wit) 
for the Banifhment of the Spencers. Yea, they were fo 
infolcnt, that they refufed to lodge the Qyeen coming 
through Kent in the Caftle oH Leeds^ and fent her to 
provide her Lodging, where ftie could get it fo late in 
the Nignj, for which notwithftanding fome that kept 
her Qut^ were foon after taken and hang*d ; and there- 
fore your Lordlhip cannot call , this a Parliament for 
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the Reafons before alledgcd. But, my Lx^rd, what 
became of thofe Law-givers to the King, even when 
they were greateft ? A Knight of the North called 
j^tdrew Herkley^ aflembled the Forces of the Country, 
overthrew them and their Army, flew the Earl of 
Hereford^ and other Barons, took their General Tho- 
f>:cs^ Earl of Lancajter^ the King's Coufm-German 
at that Time pofTcflcd of five Earldoms, the Lrords 
Clifford^ Talbot^ Moubray^ Maudinty JVillington^ Warren^ 
Loid Darc)\ IVithcrs^ Kjievill^ Leybourne^ Bekes, Lavellj 
FitzvcilUamSy JVatervildy. and divers other Barons, 
> Lights and Efquiresj and foon after the Lord Percy 
and the Lord Warren took the Lords Baldfmerey and 
the Lord AudUy^ the Lords Teis^ Giffordj Tucbet^ and 
many others that fled from the Battle, the mofl: of 
which paft under the Hands of the Hangman, for 
confl:raining the King under Colour ^and Name of a 
Parliament By this your good iK^fliip may judge, 
to whom thofe tumultuous Aflfemblies (which our 
liiftiories falfly call Parliaments) have been dangerous ; 
the King in the End ever prevailed, and the Lords 
u ft their Lives and Eftates. After which the Spencers 
in tleir Banifliment at Tork in the Fifteenth of the 
King, were refl:ored to their Honours and Eftates, and 
therein the King had a Subfidy given him, jthe Sixth 
Penny of Goods throughout England^ Ireland^ and 
JTales. 

Ccunf. Yet you fee the Spencers were foon after dif- 
folved. 

Juft. It is true, my Lord, but that is nothing to 
our Subjeft of Parhament, they may thank their own 
Infolency, for they branded and defpiled the Ouieen, 
whom they ought to have honoured as the King's 
Wife •, they were alTo exceeding greedy, and built 
themfelvcs upon other Men's Ruins ; they were am- 
bitious, and exceeding malicious, whereupon that 
came, that when Chamberlain Spencer was hanged in 
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Hereford^ a Part of the Twenty-fourth Pfalm was writ- 
ten over his Head : ^id gbriaris in malitia pot ens ? 
Counf \yell. Sir, you have all this while excufcd 

Cirfelf upon the Strength and Rebellions of the 
rdsi but what fay you now to Kingf^wW theThird, 
in whole Time (and during the Time of this vifto- 
fious King, no Man durft take Arms or rebel) the 
three Eftates did him the greateft Affront that ever 
King received or endured; therefore I conclude where I 
began, that thefe Parliaments are dangerous for a King. 
Juft. To anfwer your Lordlhip in order, may it pleafe 
you firft to call to Mind, what was given to this great 
King by his Subje(5ts before the Difpute betwixt him and 
theHoufc happened, which was in his latter Days :From 
his Firft Year 10 his Fifth Year there was nothing given 
the King by his Subjedbs. Ii\ his Eighth Year at the 
Parliament at London^ a Tenth and a Fifteenth was 
granted. In his Tenth Y^ar he feized upon the Italians 
Goods here in England to his own Ufe, with all the 
Goods of the Mpnks^ CluniacSj and others of the Order 
of the Cijlercians. In the Eleventh Year, he had given 
him by the Parliament a noble Relief, the one Half 
of the Wools throughout England^ and of the Clergy 
all their Wools ; after which, in the End of the Year 
he had granted in his Parliament at Weftmnjter.^ 40 j. 
upon every Sack of Wool, and for ever Thirty Wool- 
fells 40 s. for every Laft of Leather as much, and for 
all other Merchandizes after the fame Rate. The 
King promifing that this Yea,r*s Gathering ended, he 
would thenceforth content himfelf with the old Cuf- 
tom. He had over and above this great Aid, the 
Eighth Part of all Goods of all Citizens and Burgeffesi 
and of other, as of foreign Merchants, and fuch as 
lived not of the Gain of Breeding of Sheep and 
Cattle, the Fifteenth of their Goods. Nay, my Lord, 
this wa§ not all, though more than ever was granted 
tp any King, for the fame Parliament beftowcd on the 
Kingth? ninth Sheaf of all the Corn within, the Land^ 

O 4 the 



zoo Ibe Prerogative of Parliaments. 

the ninth Fleece, and the ninth Lamb for twa Ycart 
next following j now what thinks your Lordlhip of 
this I'arliament? 

Counf. I fay they were honcft Men. 

Juft. And I fay, the People arc as loving to their 
Ki.ig now, as ever they were, if they be honeftly and 
w.lcy dealt withal-, and fo his Majefty had found 
t cm in his laft two Parliaments, if he had not been 
bet: ayed by thofe whom he moft trufted. 

four?/. But I pray you, Sir, whom (hall a King 
tr; ft, u he may not truft thofe whom he hath fo 
[^reatly advanced ? 

Juft. I will tell your Lordfliip whom the King may 
tri:lt. 

Ccunf, Who are they ? 

Juft. His own Rcafon, and his own excellent Judg- 
ment, which have not deceived him in any thing 
wherein his Majefty hath been pleafed to exercile them^ 
71 ke Counfel of thine Heart (faith the Book of Wifdam) 
fr ikere is none more faithful unto thee than //. 

( lunf It is true, but his Majefty found that thofa 
wanted no Judgment whom he trufted, and how 
could his Majefty divine of their Honefties ? 

J%(fl. Will you pardon me if I fpeak freely, for I 
fpeak out of Love^ which (as Solomon faith) coveretb 
all Trefpajfes ; the Truth is, that his Majefty would 
never believe any Man that fpcaks againft them, and 
they knew it well enough, which gave them Boldncfs 
to do what they did. 

Ccunf What was that ? 

Juft. Even, my good Lord, to ruin the King^^s 
Eftate fo far as the State of fo great a King may be 
ruined by Men ambitious and greedy without Pro- 
pc^tion. It had been a brave Increafe of Revenue^ 
my Lord, to have raided 50000/. Land of the King*$ 
to 20000 /. Revenue, and to raift the Revenue of 
Wards to 20000 /. more, 40000 L added to the reft 
X)f liis Majefty's Eftate, had fo enabled his M^efty, 
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as he could never have wanted. And, my good 
Lord, it had been an honeft Service to the 
King, to have added 7000 /. Lands of the Lord 
Cobham*s^ his Woods and Goods being worth 30000 /. 
more. 

Counf. I know not the Reafon why it was not 
done. 

Juft. Neither doth your Lordfhip, perchance, 
know the Reafon why the loooo/. offered by 
SwinnertoHfov a Fine of the French Wines, was by the 
then Lord Treafurer tonferred on Devgnfiire and his 
Miftrefs. 

Counf^Wh^t moved the Treafurer to rejeft and 
crofs that raifing of the King's Lands ? 

Juft. The Reafon, my good Lord, is manifeft, for 
had the Land been raifed, then had the King known 
when he had given or exchanged Land, what he had 
given or exchanged. 

Counf. What Hurt had it been to the Treafurer^ 
whofe Office is truly to inform the King of the Value 
of all that he giveth ? 

Juft. So he did,whe9 it -did not concern himfelf nor 
his Particular, for he could never admit any one Piece 
of a good Mannor to pafs in my Lord Aubi^ne*^ 
Book of 1000/. Land, till he himfelf had bought, " 
and then the remaining Flowers of the Crown were 
culled out. Now had the Treafurer fufFered the King's 
Lands to have been raifed, how could his Lordfliip 
have made Choice of the old Rents, as well in that 
Book of my Lord Aubigne^ as in Exchange of Theo-- 
halds^ for which he took Hatfield^ which the greateft 
Subjeft or Favourite Queen Elizabeth had, never durft 
have named unto ber by way of Gift or Ex- 
change. Nay, my Lord, fo many other goodly 
Mannors have pafled from his Majefty, as the very 
Heart of the Kingdom mourneth to remember it, 
and the Eyes of the Kingdom Ihed Tears continually 
at the beholding it: yea the Soul of the Kingdom i^ 

heavy 
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heavy imto Death with the Confideration thereof, that 
fo magnanimous^ a Prince Ihould fufFer himfelftobe 
fo abufed. 

Ccunf. But, Sir, you know that Cohhanl% Lands, 
were entailed upon his Goufins. 

Juft, Yea, my Lord, but during the Lives and 
Races of George Brooke his Children^ it had been the 
King's, that is to fay, for ever in EfFed, but to wreft 
the King, and to draw the Inheritance upon himfelf, 
he perfuaded his Majefty to relinquifh his Intereft 
for a petty Sum of Money j and that there might be 
noCounter-working, he ftntBrooke fix thoufand Pounds 
to make fVicnds, whereof Lord Hume had two thou- 
ignd Pound back again, Euckhurft and Barwtck had 
the other four thoufand Pound, and the Treafurer 
and his Heirs the Mafs of Land for ever. 

Counf. What then I pray you came to the King by 
this Confifcation ? 

Jujt. My Lord, the King's Majefly by all thofe 
goodly Poffeflions, Woods and Goods, lofeth five 
hundred Pounds by the Year, which he giveth in 
Penfion to Cobhamy to'maintsdn him in Prifon. 

Counf. Certainly, even in Confcience they ihould 
have referved fo much of the Land in the Crown as 
to have given Cobham Meat and Apparel, and not made 
themfelves fo great Gainers, and the King five hun- 
dred Pounds/^«^ Annum Lofer by the Bargain, but it's 
paft : Conjilium non eft eorufn qua fieri nequeuut. 

yuft. Take the reft of the Sentence, my Lord i 
Sed ccnftlium verfatur in its qua funt in noftra poteftate. 
It is yet, my good Lord, in poteftate Regis ^ to right 
himfelf. But this is not all, my Lord ; and I fear 
me, knowing your Lordlhip's Love to the King, it 
would put you in a Fever to hear all ; I will therefore 
go on with my Parliaments. 

Counf I pray do fo, and amongft the reft, I pray 
* you, what fay you to the Parliament holden at London 
i|) the Fifteenth Year of King Edward III. 
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Juft, I fay there was nothing concluded therein to 
the Prejudice of the King. It is true, that a Httle 
before the Sitting of the Houfe, the King difplaced 
his Chancellor and his Treafurer, and molt of all his 
Judges and Officers of the Exchequer, and committed 
many of them to Prifon, becaufe they did not fupply 
him with Money, being beyond the Seas ; for the reft, 
the States alTembled befought the King, that the Laws 
of the two Charters might be obferved, and that the great 
Officers of the Crown might be chofcn by Parliament. 

Counf. But what Succefs had thefe Petitions ? 

Jufi. The Charters were obferved, as before, and 
fo they will be ever ; and the other Petition was not 
rejeded, the King being pleafed, notwithftanding, that 
the great Officers fhouid take an Oath in Parliament 
to do Juftice. Now for the Parliament of Weftminfter 
in the Seventeenth Year of the King, the King had three 
Marks and a half for every Sack of Wool tranlport- 
cd ; and in th^ Eighteenth he had a Tenth pt the 
Clergy, and a Fifteenth of the Laity for one Year. 
His Majefty forbare after this to charge his Subjedls 
with any more Payments, until the Twenty-ninth of 
his Reign, where there was given the King by Par- 
liament Fifty Shillings for every Sack of Wool tranf- 
ported for Six Years, by which Grant the King receive 
cd a thoufand Marks a Day, a greater Matter than a 
thoufand Pounds in thefe Days, and a thoufand Pound 
a Day amounts to 365,000/. a Year, which was one 
of the greateft Prefcnts that ever was given to a 
King of this Land. For befides the Cheapnefs of all 
Things in that Age, the King's Soldiers had but 
Three-pence a Day Wages, a Man at Arms Six- 
pence, a Knight but Two Shillings. In the Parliament 
at WefinUnfter^ in the Three and thirtieth Year he had 
Twenty-fix Shillings and Eight-pence for every Sack 
of Wool tranfportcd, and in the Forty-fecond Year 
three Difmes and three Fifteens. In his Forty-fifth Year 
he had Fifty thoufand Pound of the L^ity ; and becaule 
the 
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the Spirituality difputed it, and did not pay fo much, 
the King^ changed his Chancellor,Treafurer, and Privy- 
Seal, being Bifhops, and placed Lay-men in their 
Room. 

Counf. It feems that in thofe Days the Kings were 
no longer in Love with their great Chancellors than 
when they deferved well of them. 

Juft, No, my Lord, they were not, and that was 
the Reafon they were well fcrvol, and it was the 
Cuftom then, and in many Ages after, to change 
the Treafurcr and the Chancellor every three Years, 
and withal to hear all Men^s Complaints againit 
them. 

Counf. By this often Change, the Saying is verified, 
that there is no Inheritance in the Favour of Kings. 
He that keepeth the Fig-tree (laith Solomon) Jhall eat the 
Fruit thereof \ for Reafon it is that the Servant live by 
the Mafter. 

Juft. My Lord, you fay well in both ; but had the 
Subjedt an Inheritance in the Prince's Favour, where 
the Prince hath no Inheritance in the Subjeft's Fidelity, 
then were Kings in more unhappy Eftate than com- 
tnon Perfons : for the reft Solomon mcaneth not, that 
he that keepeth the Hg-tree ftiould furfeit ; though he 
meant he fhould cat, he meant not that he fhould 
break the Branches in gathering the pigs, or eat the 
Ripe, and leave the Rotten for the Owner of the Tree ; 
for what faith he in the following Chapter : He faith, 
that he that maketb Hafte to be rich^ cannot be innocent. 
And before that he faith, that the End of an Inberi- 
tmtce haftily ^otten^ cannot be bleffed. Your Lordfhip 
hath heard ot few or none great with Kings, that have 
not ufed their Power to opprefs, that have not grown 
infolent and hateful to the People ; yea, infolent to- 
wards thofe Princes that advanced them. 

Counf Yet you fee that Princes can change their 
Fancies. 
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Juft. Yea^ my Lord, when Favourites change tlieir 
JFaith, when they forget that how familiar Ibever Kings 
make themfelves with their Vaflals, yet they arc Kings: 
He that provoktth a King to Anger (faith Solomon) Jinnetb 
ugainft his own Soul And he farther faith. That Pride 
goeth before DeftruSion^ and a high Mind before a Fall. 
I fay therefore, that in difcharging thofe Jjucifers^ how 
dear foever they have been. Kings make the World 
know, that they have more of Judgment than of Paflion^ 
yea, they thereby offer a fatisfaftory Sacrifice to all 
their People. Too great Benefits of Subjefts to their 
King, where the Mind is blown up with their own 
Defervings, and too great Benefits of Kings conferred 
upon their Subjefts, where the Mind is not qualified 
with a great Deal of Modcfty, are equally dange- 
rous. Of this latter and infolcnter, had King Richard 
the Second delivered up to Juftice but three or four» 
he had ftill held the Love of the People, and thereby 
his Life and Eftate. 

Counf. Well, I pray you go on with your Parlia- 
ments. 

JuSt. The Life of this great King Edward draws to 
an End, fo do the Parliaments of his Time, where in 
Fifty Years Reign he never received any Affront, for 
in his Forty-ninth Year, he had a Difme, and a Fif- 
teenth granted him freely. 

Cotmf But Sir, it is an old Saying, that all is well 
that ends well : Judge you whether that in his Fifteenth 
Year in Parliament at IVeflminiler^ he received not an 
affront, when the Houfe urged the King to remove 
and difcharge from his Prefcnce the Duke of Lancailer^ 
the Lord Latimer his Chamberlain, Sir Richard Sturry^ 
and others whom the King favoured and trufted. Kay, 
they preffcd the King to thruft a certain Lady out of 
Court, which at that tinic bare the greatcft Sway 
therein. 

JuSt. I will with Patience anfwer your Lordfhip to 
the full j and fii ft your Lordlhip may remember by that 

which 



2o6 T^he Prerogative of Parliaments. 

which I even now faid, that never King had fo many 
Gifts as this King had from his Subjedls, and it hath 
never grieved the Subjefts of England to give to their 
.King, but when they knew there was a devouring 
Lady, that had her Share in all Things that paffed ; 
and the Duke of Lancaster was as fcraping as flie ; that 
the Chancellor did eat up the People as faft as either 
of them both. It grieved the Subjefts to feed thefe 
Cormorants. But my Lord, there are two Things by 
which the Kings of England have been prefs'd, (to wit) 
by their Subjects, and by their own Neceffities, The 
Lords in former Times were far ftronger, more war- 
like, better followed, living in their Countries, than 
now they are. Your Lordfhip may remember in your 
reading, that there were many Earls could bring into 
the Field a thoufand barbed Horfes, many a Baron five 
or fix hundred barbed Horfes, whereas now very few 
of them can fumifti twenty fit to fcrve the King. But 
to fay the Truth, my Lord, the Juftices of Peace in 
England^ have oppofiid the injuftices of War in England ; 
the King's Writ runs over all, and the great Seal of 
England^ with that of the next Conftables, will ferve 
the Tiirn to affront the greateft Lords in England^ 
that fhall move againfl the King. The Force therefore 
by .which our Kings in former Times were troubled, 
is vanifh'd away ; but the Neceflitics refrain. The 
People therefore in thefe latter Ages, are no lefs to be 
pleafed than the Peers ; for as the latter are become 
lefs, fo by rcafon of the training through England^ the 
Commons have all the Weapons in their Hand. 

Counf. Was it not fo ever I 

Juft. No, my good Lord ; for the Noblemen had in 
their Armories, to furnifh fome of them a thoufand, 
fome two thoufand, fome three thoufand Men, where- 
as now there are not many that c^i arm fifty. 

Counf. Can you blame them ? But I will only an- 
fwer for myfelf, between you and me be it fpoken ; I 
hold it not fafe to maintain fo great an Armory or 
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Stable, it might caufe me, or any other Nobleman 
to be fufpefted, as the preparing of fome Innova- 
tion. 

Juif. Why fo, my Lord, rath^ to be commended 
as preparing ^ainft all Danger of Innovation ? 

Counf. It (hould be fo v but call your Obfervation to 
account, and you (hall find it as I fay ^ for indeed 
fuch a Jealoufy hath been held ever fince the time of 
the civil Wars, over the military Greatnefs of our No* 
bles, as made them have little Will to bend their Stu* 
dies that way : Wherefore let every Man provide ac» 
cording as he is rated in the Mufter*Book ; you under* 
(land me. 

Juif. Very well, my Lord, as what might be reply- 
cd in the perceiving fo much ; I have ever (to deal 
plainly and freely with your Lordfhip) more fear*d at 
Home popular Violence, than all the Foreign that can 
be made 5 tor it can never be in the Power of any fo- 
reign Prince without a papiftical Party, either to dif- 
order or endanger his Majefty's Eftate. 

Counf By this it fcems, it is no lefs dangerous for a 
King to leave the Power in the People, than in the 
Nobility. 

JuSf. My good Lord, the Wifdom of our own Age, 
is the Fooliflinefs of another, the Time prefcnt ought 
not to be preferred to the Policy that was, but the 
PoUcy that was to the Time prefent ; fo that the Power 
of the Nobility being now withered, and the Power of 
the People in the Flower, the Care to content them 
would not be neglefted, the way to -win them often 
pradifed, or at leaft to defend them from Oppreflion. 
The Motive of all Dangers tliat ever this Monarchy 
hath undone, fliould be carefully heeded, for this 
Maxim hath no Poftern, PoteStas himana radicalur in 
voluntatibus homnum. And now, my Lord, for King 
Edwardy it is true, tho* he were not fubjeft to Force, 
yet was he fubjed to Neceffity, which becaufe it was 
violent, he gave way unto it j PotfStas (faith Pythagoras) 

juxta 



2o8 The Fferogafkr of Parliaments. 

juxia nccejfitatem habitat. And it is true, that at the 
Requeft of the Houfe he difcharged, and put from him 
thofc before named, which done, he had the greateft 
Gift (but one) that ever he received in all his Days, 
(to wit) from every Perfon, Man and Woman^ above 
the A ge of fourteen Years, Four-pence of old Money ; 
which made many MiUions of Groats, worth Six-pence 
of our Money. This he had in general ; befides he 
had of every beneficed Prieft, Twelve-pence, and of 
the Nobility and Gentry, I know not how much, for 
it is not ict down. Now, my good Lord, what loft the 
King by fatisfying the Delires of the Parliament Houfe? 
For as foon as he had the Money in Purfe, he recalled 
the Lords, and reftored them ; and who durft call the 
King to account, when the Aflembly were diflblved ? 
Where the Word of a King is^ there is Power ^ (faith 
EccleJiaSficus) who JhaU fay unto hiniy What doSl thou ? 
faith the fame Author, For every Purpofe there is a Tim 
and Judgment. The King gave way to the Time, and 
his Judgment perfuaded him to yield to Neceffity : 
ConfiUarius nemo melior elf quam tempus. 

Counf. But yet you fee the King was forced to yield 
to their Demands. 

JuSi. Doth your Lordlhip remember the Saying of 
Monjieur de Lange ? That he that hath Profit of the 
War, hath alfo the Honour of the War, whether it be 
by Battle or Retreat ; the King you fee hath the Profit 
of the Parliament, and therefore the Honour alfo. 
What other End had the King than to fupply his 
Wants ? A wife Man hath evermore re(pect unto his 
Ends : And the King alfo knew that it was the Love 
that the People bare him, that they urged the remov- 
ing of thefe Lords ; there was no Man among them 
that fought himfelf in that Defire, but tlicy all fought 
the King, as by the Succefs it appeared. My good 
Lord, hath it not been ordinary in England and France^ 
to yield to the Demands of Rebels ? Did not King 
iUcbard the Second grant Pardon to the outrageous 
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Rogues and Murderers that followed Jack Strain) ^ and 
Wat Tylery after chey had murthered his Chancellor, 
his Treafurer, Chief Juftice, and others ; broke open 
his Exchequer, and committed all manner of Outrages: 
and Villainies ? And why did he do it, but to avoid a 
gres^er Danger ? I fay, the Kings have then yielded ' 
to thofe that hated them arid their Eftates^ (to wit) to 
pernicious Rebels ; and yet without Difhonoun Shall 
it be called Difhonour for the King to yield to the hortcft 
Defires of his Subjefts ? N^, my Lord, thofe that tell 
the King thofe Tales, fear their own Difhonour, and 
not the King's ; for the Honour of the King is fupreihe, 
and being guarded by Juftice and Piety, it c^ot receive 
cither Wound or Stain* 

Counf, But^ Sirj what Caufe have any about our King 
to fear a Parliament ? 

Juft. The fame Caufe that the Earl of Suffolk had 
in Richard the Second's Time, and the Treafurer 
Farebam^ with others^ for thefe great Officers being 
generally hated for abufing both the King and 
the Subjedt, at the Requeft of the States were difcharg- 
cd, and others put in their Rooms. 

Counf. And was not this a Difhonour to the King ? 
Juft. Certainly no; for King Richard knew that his 
Grandfather had done the like -, and though the King 
was in his Heart utterly againft it, ]pet had he the 
Profit of this Exchange ; for Suffolk was fined at 
twenty thoufand Marks^ and a thoufand Pounds 
Lands. 

Counf. Well, Sir, we will fpeak of thofe that fear 
the Parliament fome other Time : But I pray yoii 
go on with that, that happened in the troublefomc 
Reign of Richard the Second who fuqceeded, the Grand- 
father being dead. 

Juft. That King, my good Lord, was one of the 
moft unfortunate Princes that ever England had-, he was 
cruel, extreme prodigal, and wholly ^carrieji aWar 
with his two Minions, Stiffolky arid the Duke of Irdam^ 
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by whofe ill Advice and others, he was in Dai^er to 
have loft his Eftate ; which in the end (being led by 
Men of the like Temper) he miferably loft. But fcH* 
his Subfidies he had given him in his Firft Year, being 
under Ag^, two Tenths, and two Fiftocns : In which 
Parliament, AUce Pierce^ who was removed in- King 
Edwar^% time, with Laticafter^ iMsmerj and Stmrey^ 
were confifcatoi and banifhed. In his Second Tear at 
the Parliament at Gloucefterj the King had a Mark up> 
on every Sack of Wool, and Six-pence the Pound \spoa 
Wards. In his Third Year at ^ Parliament at l^%i- 
cbefitTy the Commons were Ipared, and a Subfidy given 
by the better Sort, tbeDukesgave Twenty Marks, and 
Earls Six Marks, Bifhops and Abbots wkh Mitres She 
Marks, every Mark Thirteen Shillings and Four-pence, 
and every Knight, Juftice, Efquire, Sheriff, Parlbn^ 
Vicar, aiui Chaplain, paid proportionably according to 
their Eftates. 

Counf. This methinks was no great Matto*. 

'Jufi. It is true, my Lord, but a littk Money went 
far in thofe Days : I myfelf once moved it in Parlia- 
ment, in the time of Queen EMzabctbj who defirod 
much to ipare the common People, and I did it hf her 
Commandment; but when we caft up the Subfidy- 
Books, we found the Sum but finall, when the Thirty 
Pound Men were left out. In the ht^nning oi hs 
Fourth Year, a Tenth, with a Fifteenth were granted 
upon Condition, that for One whole Year no Suhfidies 
ihould be demanded \ but this Promife was as (iidden- 
ly forgotten as macfe, for in the end of that Year, the 
great Subfidy of Poll-Money was granted in the P^- 
liament <«r Nartbamptan. 

Cowsf. X^i^ but there followed the terriUe Rebellion 
of Bsker^ Sir aw j Leiifer^ IVrais^ and others. 

Jii9. That was not the Fauk c^ die Parliament, my 
Lord , it is manifeft that the Subfidy g^ven was not 
the Caufe ; for it is plain that the Bondmen of Ej^ani 
begun it, becaule they were grievoufly opprds*d by their 
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Lords in thfe Tenure of Vilkinage, as alfo for theHatred 
they bare to the Lawyers and Attorneys ; for the Story 
6f diofe Times fays, that they deftrcycd the Houfes 
and Mannors of Men of Law, and fuch Lawyers as 
they caught, flew tliem, and beheaded the Lord Chief 
Tuftice; which Commotion being once begun, the 
Head-money was by other Rebels pretended t A Fire 
is often kindled with a little Straw, which oftentimes 
takes hold of greater Timber,^ and confumes the whole 
Building • And that this Rebellion was begun by the 
difcontented Slaves, (whereof there have been many in 
elder Times the like) is manifeft by the Charter of Ma- 
numiffioHj which the King granted in bac veria^ Rich, 
Dei gratia^ £5?r. Sciatis quodaegratid noSirdfpeciali manu- 
miffimuSy &?f . to which feeing the King was conftrained 
by Force of Arms, he revoked the Letters Patents, and 
itiade them void^ the fame Revocation beihg ftrength- 
cned by the Parliament enfuingj in v«rhich the King hdd 
civen him a Subfidy upon Woolsj called a Maletot. 
In the fame Fourth Year was the Lord Treafurer dif- 
charged of his OfficCj and Hales Lord of St. Johrfz 
thofen in his Plafee : In his Fifth Year was the Treafu- 
rer again changed^ aiid the St^fF given to Segrdve^ and 
the Lord Chancellor was alfo changed^ and the Staff 
given to the Lord Scroope : Which Lord Scroope waS 
again in the beginning of his Sixth if ear turned ofif^ 
and the King after that he had for a while kepf the 
Seal in his own Hand^ gave it to the Bifliop of London^ 
from whom it was foon after taken and beftowed on th6 
Earl of Suffolk.^ who they fay had abufed the King, 
and converted the King's Treafure to his own Ufe* 
TTp this the King condefcended. And though (faith 
fVdlfingham) he dcferved to lofe his Life and Goods, 
yet he had the Favour to go at Liberty^ upon good 
Sureties ; and becaufe the King was but young, and, 
that the Relief granted was committed to the Trufl: of 
the Earl of Arundely for the furnilhing of the King'f 
Navy againft the French. - 
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Counf. Yet you fee it was a Difhonour to the King, to 
have his beloved Chancellor removed. 

Ju§t. Truly no, for the King had both his Fine, a 
Thoufand Pound Lands, and a Subfidy to boot. And 
though for the prefent it pleafed the King to fancy a 
Man all the World hated, (the King's Paflion over- 
coming his Judgment) yet it cannot be called a Dif- 
honour, for the King is to believe the general Council 
of the Kingdom, and to prefer it before his AfFedlion, 
e(pecially when Suffolk was proved to be falfe even to 
the King ; for were it otherwife. Love and AfFeftion 
might be called a Frenzy and a Madnefe ; for it is the 
Nature of human Paflions, that the Love bred by 
jFideHty, doth change itfelf into Hatred, when the 
Fidelity is firft changed into FaUhood. 

Counf. But you fee there were thirteen Lords chofen 
in the Parliament, to have the Overfight of the Go- 
vernment under the King. 

JuSi. No, my Lord, it was to have the Overfight 
of thofe Officers, which (faith the Story) had imbez- 
zelled, lewdly wafted, and prodigally fpent the King's 
Trcafure, for the Commiflion to thofe Lords, or to 
any Six of them, joining with the King's Council, was 
one of the moft royal and moft profitable that ever he 
did, if he had been conftant to himfelf. But, my good 
Lord, Man is the Caufe of his own Mifery, for I will 
repeat the Subftance of the Commiflion granted by the 
King, and confirmed by Parliament, which, whether 
it had been profitable for the King to have profecuted, 
your Lordfhip may judge. The Preamble hath tliefc 
Words : Whereas our Sovereign Lord the King pet ceiveth, 
hy the grievous Complaints of the Lords and Commons of 
this Realm^ that the Rents^ Profit s^ and Revenues of this 
Kiolmyby theftngular and infufficient Counfel and Govern- 
ment^ as well of fomz his late great Officers and others^ 
t^c. are fo much withdrawn^ wafted^ given^ granted^ 
alienated^ destroyed^ and evil difpended^ that he is fo much 
impoverijhed and void of treafure and Goods y and the Sub- 
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Stance of the Crown fo much dimnijhed and deflroyedj that 
his Eft ate may not honourably befufiained as appertaineth. 
The King of his free Willy at the Requeft of the Lerdsand 
fommonsy hath ordained William Archbijhop of Canter^ 
bury, and otherSy with bis Chancellory Treafurery Keeper 
iff bis Privy -Sealy tofttrvey and examine as well the Eft ate 
and Govervnee of his Houfey^c. as of all the RentSy and 
Profit Sy and Revenues that to him appertainethy and to be 
duey or ought to appertain and be duey ^c. And all man^ 
ner of Gift Sy GrantSy Aiimationsy and Confirmations made 
by him of l^andsy Tenement Sy RentSy fcf r. bargained and 
fol^ to the Prejudice of him and his Crowny i^c. And of 
bis Jewels and Goods which were his Grandfather^ Sy at the 
Time of his Deathy £sf r. and where they be become. 

This is in EfFeft the Subftance of the Commiflion, 
which your Lordftiip may read at large in the Book of 
Statutes, this Commiffion being enafted in the Tenth 
Year of the King's Reign. Now if fuch a Commiffion 
were in thefe Days granted to faithful Men that 
have no Intereft in the Sales, Gifts, nor Purchafes, nor. 
in the keeping of the Jewels at the Qneen*s Death, nor 
in the obtaining Grants of thf King's beft Lands, I 
cannot fay whalt may be recovered, and juftly reco- 
vered 5 and what fays your Lordlhip, was not this 
a noble Aft for the King, if it had been followed to 
EfFeft ? 

Counf. I cannot tell whether it were or no, for it 
gave Pqwer to the Commiffioners to examine all the 
Grants. 

Juft. Why, my Lord, doth the King grant any 
Thing, that fhames at the Examination ? are not the 
King's Grants on Record ? 

Counf. But by your I,eave, it is fome Dilhonour to 
a King, to have his Judgment called in Queftion. 

JuSl. That is true, my Lord, but in this, or when - 
foever the like fhall be granted in the future, the King*9' 
Judgment is not examined, but theif Knavery that 
^ufed the King, Nay, by your Favour, the contrary 
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is true, that 'when a King will fuffer himfdf to be 
eaten up by a Company of petty Fc6ows, by himfclJF 
raifed, therein both his Judgment and Coinage is dif* 
putcd. And if your Lordmip will difdain'it at youi: 
own Servant'^ Hands, much more ought the great 
Heart of a King to difdain it. And furely, my Lord, 
it is a greater Reafon (thd* it undercreep tl:^. Law) to 
tear from the Crown the Ornaments thcrfipf ; And it 
is an infallible Maxim, that he that loves not his Ma- 
jpfty*^ Eftate, loves not his T^crioti. * 
~ Xicunf. How came it then, that the A& ws|s not 
execLteu ? 

JuSl. Becaufe thofe, ag^unft whpni it was granted, 
f erfunde4 the JCing to the contrary : As the Duke of 
Ireland^ Suffolk^ the Chief Juftice?V(/0!f^», and others j 
yea, that which was lawfully done by the King, and . 
tl e great Council of the Kingdom, was (by the Mafte- 
ry which Ireland^ Suffolk^ and Trejilian had over the 
King's AfFeftions) broken and difavowed. Thofe that 
devifed to relieve the King, not by any private In- 
vention, but by general Council, were by a private and 
partial Afiembly adjudged Traytors, and the moft he-^ 
neft Judges of the Land, enforced to fubfcribe to 
that Judgment. In fo riiuch tliat the Judge Belknap 
plainly told the Duke of Ireland, and the Earl of &(/- 
folk, when ' he was conftrained to fet his Hand, 
that he wanted but a Rope, that he might 
therewith feceive a Reward for his Subfcription, 
And in this Council of Nottingham was hatched the 
Ruin of thole which governed the King, of the Judges 
by them conftrained, of the Lords that loved the 
King and fought a ' Reformation, and of the King 
^iiifelf ; for though the King found by all the Shricves 
of the Shires, that the People would not fight ag^niR: 
the Lords, whom they thought to be moft faithful 
unto the King, when the Citizens of London made the 
fi.nx- Anfwer, being at that time able to arm Fifty 
thousand Mto, and told the Mayor that they would 
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never fight againft the Kin^i Friends, and Defenders 
of the Realm, when the Lord Ralph Baffet^ who wa$ 
near the King, told the King boldly, that he would 
fiot adventure to have his Head broken for the Duke of 
ir4lan^s pleafure, when the Lord of London told the 
Earl of Suffolk in the King's prefence, that he was not 
worthy to live, ISc. yet would the KLing in the Defence 
of the Deftroyers of his Eftate, lay Ambufhes to en- 
tnqp the Lords, when they came upon his F^th, yea, 
when all was pacified, and that the King by his Pro- 
clamation had cleared the Lords, and promiied to pro^ 
duce hdanJL, Si^olky and the Archbiihop of Torky Tren 
JiUan^ and BrambiTy to anfwer at the next Parliament. 
Thefe Nfen confefs, that they durft not appear ; and 
when Suffolk fled to Calais^ and the Duke 01 Ireland tq 
CbeSfoTy the King caufed an Army to be levied in 
JLoficaftnrey for the fafe Condud of the Duke of Ire- 
land to his prefence, when as the Duke being encoun- 
tered by the Lords, ran like a Coward from his Com- 
pany, and fled into Holland. After this was holden a 
Parliament, which was called, that wrought Wonders, 
in the Eleventh Year of this King, wherein the afore- 
named Lords, the Duke of Ireland and the reft, were 
condemned and confifcated, the chief Juftice hanged, 
with many others, the reft of the Judges condemned, 
and banifli*d, and a Tenth and a Fifteenth given to 
the King. 

Counf. But, good Sir, the King was firft befieged in 
0ie Tower of London^ and the Lords came to the Par- 
liament, and no Man durft contradid them. 

Juit. Certainly in raifing an Army, they committed 
Treafon i and though it appear that they loved the 
King, (for diey did Kihi no Harm, having him in thei^*. 
Power) yet our Law doth conflrue all levying of War 
without the King's Commifllon, and all Force raifedj^ 
to be intended for die Death and Deftrudion of the 
King, not attending the SequeL And it is fo judged 
upon good Rqafon ; for every unlawful and iU Adion 
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is fuppofed to be accompanied with an iU Intent 
And befides thofe Lords ufcd too great 
Cruelty, in procuring th^ Sentence of Peath againft 
divers of the King's Servants^ who were bound to fol- 
low and obey their Matter and Sovereign Lord in that 
he commanded. 

Counf. It is true, and they were alfo greaitly to blame 
to C4ule then fo many Seconds to be put to Deaths 
feeing the Principals, Ireland^ Suffolk, zad Tork had 
efcaped them. And what Reafon had they to feek to 
relorm the State by a ftrong Hand ? Was not the 
King's Eftate as dear to himfelf as to them ? He that 
mkiCLth a King know his Efror mannerly and private- 
ly, and gives him the beft Advice, is difcharged be- 
fore God and his own Confcience. The Lords might 
have retired themfelves, when they faw they could 
not prevail, and have left the King to his own Ways, 
who h^d more to lofe than they had. 

Juji, My Lord, the taking of Arms cannot be ex- 
cul'ed in Rcfped of the Law ; but this might be faid 
for the Lords, that the King being under Years, and 
being wholly governed by their Enemies and the Enemies 
t)f the Kingdom, and becaufe by thofe evil Mens Per- 
fuafionsjk was advifed, how the Lords fliould have been 
^lurthered at a Feaft in London^ they were excufable dur- 
ing the King's Minority to ftand upon their Guard 
againft their particular Enemies. But we will pafs over 
and gp on with our Parliaments that followed, where- 
of that of Cambridge in the King's TwelfriK Year, wa3 
the next, therein the King had given him ^ Tenth 
^nd a Fifteenth, after which being twenty Years of 
Age, rechanged ( faith H. Knighton) his Treafurer, 
his Chancellor, the Juftices of either Bench, the Clerlt 
qf the Privy Seal and others, and took the Govem- 
rnent into his own Hands. He alfo took the Admi- 
^iral's Place from the Earl of Arundel^ and in his 
Eoom he placed the Earl of Huntingdon, in the Year 
fpilowing, which w^ the Thirteenth Year of thq 
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King. In. the Parliament at Wejlffiinfter there was 
given to the King upon every Sack of Wool 14 J. ; 
and 6d. in the Found upon other Merchandife; 

Counf, By your Leave, th^e King was reftrained this 
Parliament, that he might not difpofc of but a third 
Part of the Money gathered. 

Jtiji, No, my Lord, by your Favour: But true it 
is, that part of this Money was by the King's Con- 
fent affigned towards the Wars, but yet kft in the . 
Lord Treafurer's Hands ; and, my Lord, it would be 
a great Eafc, and a great Saving to his Majefty, our 
Lord and Mafter, if it pleafed him to make his Af- 
fignations upon fome Part of his Revenues, by which 
he might have a Thoufand Pound upon every Ten 
Thoufand, and fave himfelf a great deal of Cla- 
mour. For feeing of Neceffity the Navy muft be 
maintained, and that thofe poor Men, as well Car- 
penters as Ship-keepers muft be paid, it were better 
for his Majefty to give-an Aflignation to the Trcafurer 
of his Navy, for the receiving fo much as is called 
ordmary, than to difcontcnt thofe poor Men, who 
being made defperatc Beggars, may perchance be 
Corrupted by them that lie in wait to deftroy the 
King's Eftate. And if his Majefty did the like in 
all other Payments, efpecially where the Neceffity 
of fuch as are to receive, cannot pc^ibly give Days, 
his Majefty might then in a little Roll, behold his 
Receipts and Expences ; he might quiet his Heart 
•when all Neceflaries were provided for, and then dif- 
pofe the reft at his Pleafure. And, my good Lord, how 
excellently and cafily might this have been, if the 
Forty Thoufand Pound had been raifed as aforefaid 
upon the King's Lands, and Wards ? I fay, that hifi 
Majefty's Houfe, his Navy, his Guards, his Penfion- 
ers, his Munition, his Ambafladors, and all elfe of 
ordinary Charge, might have been defrayed, and a 
great Sum left for his Majefty's cafual Expences and 
Rewards. I will not fay they were ftot in Love with 
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the King's Eftate, but I fay they were unfortunately 
born for the King that crofs'd it. 

Ccu^f. Weil, Sir, I would it had been ctherwife : 
But for the AfHgnments, jthere are among us that will 
not willingly endure it. Charity begins with itfelf ; 
fhall we hinder ourfclves of Fifty Thoufand Pounds 
fer Jmum to fave the King Twenty ? No, 
Sir, what will become of our New-years-gifts, our 
Prefents and Gratuities ? We can now fay to thofe 
that have Warrants for Money, that there is not a 
Penny in the Exchequer, but the King gives it away 
unto the Scots falter than it comes in. 

Juft. My JLord, you fay well, at leaft you fay the 
Truth, that fuch atre fpme of our Anfwers ; and hence 
comes that g^c^ral Murmur to all Men that have 
^oney to receive. I fay, that there is not a Penny 
given to that N^ion, be it for Service or otherwiie, 
but is i^read over all the Kingdom ; yea they gather 
Notes, and tak^ Copies of all the Privy Seals and 
Warrants that his Majefty hath given for the Money 
for the ScotSj that they may fliew them in Parliament. 
But of his Majefty *sGifts to the Englijb there is no Bruit, 
though they niay be ten times as much as the Scots. 
And yet, my goad Lord, howfoever they be thus an- 
fwered, that to them that fue fpr Money out of the 
Exchequer, it is due to them for Ten or Twelve, or 
Twenty in the Hundred, abated according to their 
Qualities that fue, they are always furnifhed. For 
Conclufion, if it would pleafe God to put into the King's 
Heart to make thefe Aflignations, it would fave him ma- 
ny a Found, and gain him many a Prayer, and a great deal 
of Lovejforit grieveth every honeftMan'sHeartto fee the 
Abundance which even the petty Officers of the Ex- 
checjuer, and others, gather both from the King and 
Subjcft, ^d to fee a World of poor Men run aftq;* 
the King for their ordinary Wages. 

Counf. Weil, well, did you never hear this old 
Tale, that when there was a great Contention about 
the Weather, the Seamen complaining of contrary 
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Windsj when thofe of the high Countries defired Rain^ 
and thofe of the Valleys Sun-lhining Days ; Jupiter lent 
them Word by Mercury^ that when they had all done, 
the Weather fliould be as it had been. And it Ihall 
ever fall out fo with them that complain 5 the Courfc 
of Payments (hall be as they have been, what care 
we what petty Fellows fay ? or what care wc for your 
Papers ? have we not the King's Ears, who dares 
conteft with us ? though we cannot be revenged on 
fuch as you are for telhng the Truth, yet upon fome 
other Pretence, we'll clap you up, and you fliall fue 
to us ere you get out. Nay, we'll make you coiv- 
fefs that you were deceived in your Projedls, and eat 
your own Words. Learn this of me. Sir, that 'as a 
little good Fortune is better than a great deal of Vir- 
tue ; fo the leaft Authority hath Advantage over the 
greateft Wit. Was he not the wifeft Mzxi that laid. 
The Battle was not to the ftrongeft^ nor yet Bread for the 
JVife^ nor Riches to Men of Underftanding^ nor Favour to 
Men of Knowledge : But that Time or Chance came to 
them all. 

Juji. It is well for your Lordfhip that it is fb. But 
Queen EJizabeth would fet the Reaibn of a mean Man,, 
before the Authority of the greatefl Counfellor ihe had; 
and by her Patience therein ihe raifed upon the ufual 
ahd ordinary jDuftoms of London^ without any new 
Impofition, above 50000 /. a Year. For though the 
Treafurer Burleigh y and the Earl of Leicefierj and Secre- 
tary Walfinghamy all Three Penfioncrs to Cuftomer 
Smithy did fet themfelves againft a poor Waiter of the 
CuflonvHoufe called Carwardeny and commanded the 
Grooms of the Privy-Chamber not to give him Ac- 
cefs, yet the Queen fent for him, and gave him Coun- 
tenance againft them all. It would not fervc the 
Turn, my Lord, with her ; when your Lordftiips 
would tell her, tfiat the difgracing her great Officers 
by hearing the Complaints of bufy Heads, was a 

Dilhonour to herfelf j but Ihc had always this Anfwer^ 
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^hat if any Man complain unjujily againjl a Magijlrate^ 
it were Aeafon be Jhould be fever efy funijhed\ if jujily^ 
Jhe was the ^een of the fmallj as well as of the great y 
and would hear their Complaints. For, my good Lord^ 
a Prince that fufFcreth himfclf tobe befieged, forfaketh 
one of the greatcft Regalities belonging to a Monarchy, 
to wit, the laft Appeal, or as the French call it, k 
dernier refort, 

Counf Well, Sir, this from the Matter j I pray you 
go on. 

*Juft, Then, my Lord, in the King's Fifteenth Year 
he had'a Tenth and Fifteenth granted in the Parliament 
of London. And that fame Year there was a great 
Council called at Stafnfordy to which divers Men were 
fcnt for, of divers Counties, befides the Nobility, of 
which' the King took Advice whether he fhould con- 
tinue the War, or make a final End with the French. 

Counf. What needed the King to take the Advice 
of any but of his own Council in Matters of Peace 
or War? 

. Juji^ Yea, my Lord, for it is faid in the Proverbs, 
Where is matr^ Counfellors, there is Health ; and if the 
King had made the War by a general Confent, the 
Kingdom in general were bound to maintain theWar, 
and tliey could not then fay when the King required 
Aid, diat he undertook a needlefs War. 

Counf. You fay well, but I pray you go on. 

Juji. After the Subfidy in the Fifteenth Year, the 
King defired to borrow loooo/. of the Londoners^ 
which they refufed to lend. 

Counf. And was not the King greatly troubled there- 
with ? 

Jufi. Yea, but the King troubled the Londoners 
foon after, for the King took the Advantage of a Riot 
made upon the Bilhop of Salijburf% Men, fent for the 
M^yor, and other the ableft Citizens, committed the 
Mayor to Prifon in the Caftle qf Windfor^ and others 
to otheif Caftles, and made a Lord Warden of this 

City I 



Tloe Prerogative of Parliaments. 221 

City, till in the End what with looop /. ready Money, 
and other rich Prefents, inftead of lending looob/. 
it coft them 20000/. Between the Fifteenth Year 
and Twentieth Year, he had two Aids given him 
in the Parliaments of Winchefter and Wejiminjier ; and 
this latter was given to.furnifh the King's Journey into 
Irelandy to eftablilh that Eftate which was greatly 
fliaken fincc the Death of the King's Grandfather, 
who received thence yearly 30000 /. and during the 
King's Stay in Ireland^ he had a Tenth and Fifteenth 
granted. 

Counf. And good Reafon, for the King had in his 
Army Four Thoufand Horfe, and Thirty Thoufand 
Foot. 

Jufi. That, by your Favour, was the King's Safety: 
For great Armies do rather devour themfelves than 
deftroy Enemies. Such an Army (whereof the fourthPart 
would have conquered all Ireland) was in refped: oi Ire- 
land fuch an Army as Xerxes led into Greece. In his Twen- 
tieth Year, wherein hehad aTenthof the Clergy, was the 
great Confpiracy of theKing's Uncle the Duke oiGlocefter^ 
and of Moubray^ Arundel^ Nottingham^ and Warwick^ 
the Archbifliop of Canterbury^ and the Abbot oi 
Weftminfter^ and others, who in the One and Twen- 
tieth of the King were all redeemed by Parliaments 
And what thinks your Lordfhip, was not this AiTemi 
bly of the three States for the King's Eftate, wherein 
he fo prevailed, that he npt only overthrew thofe po- 
pular Lords, but befides (the Englijh Chronicle faith) 
the King fo wrought and brought Things about, that 
he obtained the Power of both Houfes to be grant- 
ed certain Perfons, to Fifteen Noblemen and Gentle^ 
mtn, or to feven of them. 

Counf. Sir, whether the King wrought well, or' iU 
I cannot judge -, but our Chronicles fay, that many 
Things were done in this Parliament to the Difplcai^^ 
fure of no fmall Number of People, to wit, for th^ 
divers rightful Heirs were 4ifinherited of their Lands 
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and Livings, with which wrongful Doings the People 
were much offended, fo that the King with thofe that 
were about him, and chief in Counfel, came into 
great Infamy and Slander. 

Juft. My good Lord, it your Lordfhip wiH par- 
don me, I am of Opinion that thofe Parliaments 
wherein the Kings of this Land have fatisfied the Peo- 
ple, as they have been ever prolperous, fo where 
the King hath reftrained the Houfe, the contrary hath 
happened; tor the King's Atchievements in the Par-' 
liament, were the ready Preparations to his Ruin. 

Ccunf. You mean by the general Difcontentment that 
followed; and becaufe the King did not proceed legally 
with GloceSter and others. Why, Sir, this was not the 
firft Time that the Kings of England have done 
Things without the Council of the Land ; yea con- 
trary to Law. 

Juft. It is true, my Lord, in fome Particulars, as 
even at this Time the Duke of Gloceftcr was made' 
away at Calais by a ftrong Hand without any lawful 
Trial ; for he was a Man fo beloved of the People,; 
and fo allied, having the Dukes of Lancaster and 
Tork his Brethren, the Duke oi Aumarte and the Duk6 
of Hereford his Nephews, the great Earls of Arundel 
and IVanvicky with divers others of his Part in the 
Conlpiracy, as the King durft nor try him according 
to the Law : For at the Tryal of Arundel and IVar- 
wick^ the King was forced to entertain a pretty Army 
about him. And though the Duke was greatly h^ 
mented, yet it cannot be denied but that he was theii 
Sf^ Traitor to the King. And was it not fo, my Lord, 
With the Duke of Gui/e ? Your Lordlhip doth remem- 
ber the fpur-gall'd JProverb, that Necejfity hath m 
Law ; And, my good Lord, it is the Praftice of 
doing Wrong, and of general Wrong done,' 
that brings Danger, and not where Kings arc 
wcfs'd in this or that Particular; for there is greaf 
piScrence between natural Cruelty and atcrdcntafc 
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And therefore it was Macbiavers Advice, That all that 
a King did in that Kmdj be Jhall do at once^ and by 
bis Mercy afterwards make the World know^ that bis 
Cruelty was not affeEted. And, my Lord, take this for 
a general Rule, that the immortal Policy of a State 
cannot admit any Law or Privilege whatfoever, but 
in fome Particular or other, the fame is neceflarily 
broken j yea in an Arijiocracy or popular Eftate, which 
vaunts fo much of Equality and conmion Right, more 
CXitrage hath been committed than in any Chriftiaii 
Monarchy. 

Counf. But whence came this Hatred between the 
Duke and the King his Nephew ? 

Jujl. My Lord, the Duke's conftraininjg the King, 
when he was young, ftuck in the Kin^s Heart; and 
now the Duke's proud Speech to the King when hi 
had rendered Br eft formerly engaged to the i3uke of 
Britain^ kindled again thofe Coals that were not alto- 
gether extinguiflied, for he ufed thefe Words : Tour 
Grace ougbt to put your Body in great Pain to win a 
ftrong Hold or Town by Feats of Arm^ en you take upon 
you to fell or deliver any Town gotten by tbe Manbbod and 
ftrong Hand and Policy of your noble Progenitors. Whereat, 
Jaith the Story, the King changed his Couhtenance^C^^.- 
and to fay Truth, it was a proud and mafteriy Speech 
of the Duke ; befides that inclufr«iely he taxed him 
of Sloth and Cowardice, as if he had never put him- 
felf to the Adventure of winning fuch a Place. Un- 
dutiful Words of a SuWeft do often take dieteper 
Root than the Memory of ill Deeds do : The Duke 
of Biron found it when the King had him at Advan- 
tage. Yea, the late Earl of Ejjex told Qu6en Eliza- 
beth^ that her Conditions were as crooked as her Car^ 
cafe ; but it coft him his Head, which his Infurre6tion 
had not coft him but for that Speech. tVho will fay 
unto a King^ (faith Job) Thou art wicked ? Certainly it 
is the fame Thing to fay unto a Lady, Thou art 
crookedj (and perchance more) as to ixf unto a King 
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that he is wicked : and to fay that he is a Coward, or 
to ufe any other Words of Difgrace, it is one and the 
fanie £rror. 

Cpunf. But what fay you for Arundel^ a brave and 
valiant Man, who had the King's Pardon of his Con^ 
tempt during his Minority. 

Juft. My good Lord, the Parliament which you 
fay difputes the King's Prerogative, did qyite contrary ^ 
and deftroyed the King's Charter and Pardon former- 
ly givfen to Arundel j and, my good Lord, do you re- 
member that at the Parliament that wrought Won- 
ders, when thefe Lords compounded that Parliament, 
as the King did this, they were fo mercilefs to- 
wards all that they thought their Enemies, as the Earl 
of Arundel mod infolently fuffered the Queen to kneel 
unto him three Hours for the faving of one of her 
Servants, . and that Scorn of his, manehat alt a monU 
repojium. And to fay the Truth, it is more barbarous 
and unpardonable than any Adt that ever he did, to 
permit the Wife of his Sovereign to kneel to him, 
being the King's Vaffal. For if he had faved her 
Lord's Servant freely at her firft Requeft, it is like 
enough that the Queen would alfo have faved him : Mi- 
feris fuccjiirrens paria obtinebis aliquando. For your Lord- 
fliip fees that the Earl oi Warwick^ who was as far in the 
Treafon as any of the reft, was pardoned. It was 
alfo at this Parliament that the Duke of Hereford ac- 
cufed Moubray Duke % of Norfolk^ and that the Duke 
of Hereford^ Son to the Duke of Lancafter^ was ba- 
nilhed, to the King's Confufion, as your Lordfhip weU 
knows. 

Counf. I know it well, and God knov/s, that the 
King had then a filly and weak Council about him, 
that perfuaded him to banifh a Prince of the Bloqd, 
a moft valiant Man, and the beft beloved of the Peo- 
ple in general of any Man living, efpecially confidering 
that the King gave every Day more than other Offence 
to his Subjects. For befides that, he fined the Inhar 
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bitants that aflifted the Lords in his MinDrity, (of the 
feventeen Shires) which Offence he had long before 
pardoned, his blank Charters, and letting the Realm 
to farm to mean Perfons, by whom he was wholly ad- 
vifed, increafed the People's Hatred toward the prcfent 
Government. 

Juft. You fay well, my Lord ; Princes of an ill 
Deftiny do always follow the worft Counfel, or at 
leaft embrace the beft after Opportunity is loft. §^i 
con/ilia mn ex ftio cor de fed alienis viribus colligunt^ non 
animo fed auribus cogitant. And this was not the lead 
Grief of the Subjeft in general, that thofe Men had 
the greateft Part of the Spoil of the Commonwealth, 
which neither by Virtue, Valour, or Counfel, could add 
any thing unto it.— — iVifi&/7 eft foriidiusy mhil crude- 
litis ( faith Anto. Pius) quam fi Remp. ii arrodunt^ qui 
nihil in earn fuo labor e coiferunt. 

Counfi Indeed, the letting to farm the Realm was 
very grievous to the Subject. 

Jufi. Will your Lordfhip pardon me^ if I tell you 
that the letting to farm of his Majefty's Cuftoms (the 
greateft Revenue of the Realm) is not very pleaf- 

ing? 

Counf And why^ I pray you } doth not the King 
thereby raife his Profits every third Year, and one 
Farmer outbids another to the King's Advantage ? 

Jufi, It is true, my Lord, but it grieves the Sub- 
jeft to pay Cuftom to the Subjed: ; for what mighty 
Men are thofe Farmers become ? And if thofe Far- 
mers get many Thoufands every Year, as the World 
knows they do, why fhould they not now (being Mea, 
of infinite Wealth) declare unto the King upon Oath, 
what they have gained, and henceforth becoiue jhe 
King's CoUeftors of his Cuftom ? Did not Queci^^ 
Elizabethy who was reputed both a wife and juft 
Princefs, after fhe had brought Cuftomer Smith from 
14000/. a Year to 42000/. a Year, make him lay 
down a Recompence for that which he had gotten ? 
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And if thefe Farmers do give no Recompence, let them 
yet prefent the King with the Truth of their Receiv- 
ings and Profits. But, my Lord, for Conclufion, after 
Bullingbrookj arriving in England with a fmall Troop, 
notwithftanding the King at his Landing out of Ire- 
land had a fufficient and wilHng Army, yet he wan^ 
ing Courage to defend his Rights gave Leave to all his 
Soldiers to depart^ and put himfelf into his Hands that 
caft him into his Grave. 

Counf. Yet you fee he was depofed by Parlia- 
meat. 

Jujl. As well may your Lordfhip fay he was- knocked 
in the Head by Parliament ; for your Lordfhip knows 
that if King Richard had ever efcaped out of their 
Fingers that depofed him, the next Parliament would 
have made all the Depofers Traytors and Rebels, and 
that juflly. In which Parliament, or rather unlawfiil 
AfTembly, there appeared but one honefl Man, to 
wit, the Bifhop of Carlijle^ who fcorncd his Life, and 
Eflate, in refpedt of Right and his Allegiance, and 
defended the Right of his fovereign Lord againfl tht 
King eleft and his Partakers. 

Counf. Well, I pray go on with the Parliaments 
held in the Time of his SuccefTor -Henry the 
Fourth. 

Juft. This King had in his Third Year a Subfidy, 
and in his Fifth a Tenth of the Clergy without a Par- 
liament : In his Sixth Year he had fo great a Subfidy, 
as the Houfe required there might be no Record thereof 
left to Poflerity, for the Houfe gave him 20 J. of 
every Knight's Fee, and of every 20 L Land, 20 d. v 
and lid. the Pound of Goods. 

Counf. Yea in the End of this Year, the Parliament 
prefs'd the King to annex unto the Crown all temporal 
PofTeflions belonging to Church-men within the Land, 
which at that Time was the third Foot of all England. 
But the Bifhops made Friends, and in the End faved 
their Eflates. 

Juli. 
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Juji, By this you fee, my Lord, that Cromwel waf 
not the firft that thought on fuch a Bufinefs ; and if 
King Henry the Eighth had rcferved the Abbies, and 
other Church-lands^ which he had given at that Time, 
the Revenue of the Crown of England had exceeded 
the Revenue of the Crown of Spaing with both the 
Indies^ whereas ufed as it was (a little enriched the 
Crown) it ferved but to make a number of Pettifoggers 
and others Gentlemen. 

Counf But what had the King inftead of this great 
Revenue ? 

Jtift. He had *! Fifteenth of the Commons, and a 
Tenth and a half of the Clergy, and withal all Pen- 
fions granted by King Edward and King Richard were 
hiade void. It was alio moved that all Crown-lands 
formerly given (at leaft given by King Edward and 
King Richard) Ihould be taken back. 

Counf. What think you of that^ Sir ? would it not 
have been a Difhonour to the King .? And would not 
his Succeflbrs have done the like to tbofe that the 
King had advanced.? 

Juji. I cannot anfwer your Lordfhip, but by diftin- 
guifhing; for where the Kings had given Land for 
Services, and had not been over-reached in their Gifts, 
there it had been a Dilhonour to the King, to have 
made void tbe Grants of his Predeceflbrs, or his Grants; 
but all thofe Grants of the Kings, wherein they were 
deceived, the very Cuftom and Policy of England 
makes them void at this Day. 

Counf. How mean you that, for his Majefty hath 
given a great deal of Land among us fince he came 
into England^ and would it ftand with the King's Ho- 
nour to take it from us again ? 

Juji. Yea, my Lord, very well with the King's 
Honour, if your Lordfhip, or any Lord elfe, have 
under the Name of 100 /. Land a Year, gotten 500 /. 
Land, and fo after that Rate. 

Q^% Counf 
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Counf. I will never believe that his Majefty will e/er 
do any fuch thing. 

Juft. And I believe as your Lordlhip doth, but we 
fpake erewhile of thofe that diiTuaded the King from 
calling a Parliament : and your Lordfhip aiked me 
the Reafon, why any Man fhould diflliade it, or fear 
it, to which this Place gives me an Opportunity to 
make your Lordfhip anfwer ; for though his Majefty 
will of himfelf never queftion thofe Grants, yet when 
the Commons fhall make humble Petition to the King 
in Parliament, that it will pleafe his Majefty to aflift 
them in his ReHef, with that which ought to be his 
own, which, if it will pleafe his Majefty to yield 
unto, the Houfe will moft willingly furnifh and fup- 
ply the reft ; with what Grace can his Majefty deny 
that honeft Suit of theirs, the like having been done 
in many Kings Times before ? This Proceeding, my 
good Lord, may perchance prove all your Phrafes of 
the King's Honour, falfe Englijh. 

Counf. But this cannot concern many, and for my- 
felf, I am fure it concerns me little. 

Jufi. It is true, my Lord, and there are not 
many th^t difluade his Majefty from a Parliament. 

Counf. But they are great ones, a few of which will 
ferve the Turn well enough. 

JuSl. But, my Lord, be they ever fo great, (as 
great as Giants) yet if they diffuade the King from his 
ready and affured Way of his Subfiftence, they muft 
devife how the King may be elfewhere fupplicd, for 
they otherwife run iijto a dangerous Fortune. 

Counf Hold you contented. Sir, the King needs no 
great Diflliafion. 

Juft. My Lord, learn of me, that there is none 
of you all that can pierce the King. It is an effential 
Property of a Man truly wife, not to <^n all the 
Boxes of his Bofom, even to thofe that are neareft 
and deareft unto him \ for when a Man is difcovered 
to the very Bottom, he. is after the lefs efteemed. I 
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dare undertake, that when your Lordihip hath f^rved 
the King twice Twelve Years more,; you will find 
that his Majcfty hath refcrvcd fomewhat beyond all 
your Capacities. His Majefly hath great Reafon to 
put off the Parliament, as his laft Refuge, and in the 
mean time, to make Tryal of all your Loves to ferve 
him, for his Majefly hath had good Experience, how 
well you can ferve yourfelvcs : But when the King 
finds, that the building of your own Fortunes and Facr 
tions hath been the diligent Studies, and the Service of 
his Majefly, but the Exercifes of your Leifures, he 
may then perchance caft himfelf upon the general 
Love of his People : of which (I truft) he fhall never 
be deceived, and leave as many of your Lordfhips as 
have pilfered frpm the Crownj^ to their Examinar 
tion. 

Counf. Well, Sir, I take no great pl^afure i^ thiai 
Difpute ; go on I pray. 

Jufi. In that King's Fifteenth Year, he had alfo a 
Subfidy, which he got by holding the Houfe together 
from Eaffer to CbriJimaSj and would not fuffer them 
to depart. He had alfo a Subfidy in his Ninth Year. 
In his Eleventh Year the Commons did again prefs the 
King to take all the Temporalities of the Churchmen 
into his Hands, which they proved fufficient to main- 
tain 150 Earls, 1500 Knights, and 6400 Efquires, 
with looHofpitalsj but not prevailing, they gave the 
King a Subfidy. 

As for the notorious Prince, Henry the Fifth, I find, 
that he had given him in his Second Year 300000 
Marks, and after that Two other Subfidies, one in his 
Fifth Year, another in his Ninth, vfithout any Dif- 
pvtes. 

In the time of his Succcflbr Henry the Sixth, there 
were not many Subfidies. In his Third Year, he had 
a Subfidy of a Tunnage and Poundage, And here 
(faith Job}? Stow) began thofe Payments, which we call 
Cufloms ; becauje the Payment was continued, whereas 
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before that time it was granted but for a Year, Two 
or Three, according to the King's Occafions. He had 
alfo an aid and gathering of Money in his Fourth 
Year, and the like in his Tenth Year, and in his Thir- 
teenth Ye^r a Fifteenth. He had alfo a Fifteenth for 
tlie conveying of the Queen out qf France into En- 
^knd. In the Twenty-eighth Year of tjiat King, was 
the Aft pf Rcfumption of all Honours, Towns, Caftles, 
Signiories, Villages, Mannors, Lands, Tenements, 
Rents, Reverfions, Fees, fc?r. But becaufe the Wages 
of the King's Servants, were by the Stri6hiefs of the 
Aft alfo reftrained, this Aft of Reliimption was ex^ 
pounded in the ParHament at Readings the One and 
Thirtieth Year of the King's Reign. 

Counf. I perceive that thofe Afts of Refumption were 
ordinary in former Times •, for King Stephen refumeci 
the Lands, which in former Times he had given to 
make Friends during the Civil Wars. And Henry the 
Second refumed all (without exception) which King 
Stephen had not refumed j for although King Stephen 
took back a great deal, yet he fufFered his truibieft 
Servants to enjoy his Gifts* 

Juit. Yes, my Lord, and in After-times alfo ; for 
this was npt the laft, nor lliall be the laft, I hope. 
And judge you, my Lord, whether the Parliaments dq 
not only ferve the King, wha^foever is f^id to the con- 
trary J for as all King tlenry the Sixth's Gifts and Grants 
were made void by the Duke of Tork^ when he was in 
PoflefTion of the Kingdom by Parliament, fo in the 
Time of King Henry^ wheq King E^ix^ard w^s beaten 
out again, the Parliament of IVesfminSter made all his 
Afts void, made him and all his Followers Traytors, 
«nd gave the King many of their Heads and Lands. 
The Parliaments of England do always ferve the King 
in PoflefTion. It ferved Richard the Second to con- 
demn the popular Lords. It ferved Bullinbrook to 
dcpofe Richard^ when Edward the Fourth had the 
Scepter. It made them all Beggars, th^t had followed 
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Henry the Sixth. And it did the like for Henr\\ whea * 
Edward was driven out. The ParHaments are,- as the 
Fxiendfhip of this World is^ which always foUoweth 
Profperity. For King Edward the Fourth, after that 
he was poflefled of the Crown, had in his Thirteenth 
Year a Subfidy freely given him : and in the Year 
following he took a Benevolence through England^ 
which arbitrary taking from the People, ferved that 
auibitious Traytor the Duke of Bucks. After the King's 
Death was a plaufible Argument to perfuade the Mul- 
titude, that they Ihould not permit (faith Sir "Thomas 
Moore) his Line to reign any longer uppn them. 

Counf, Well, Sir, what fay you to the Parliament of 
Richard the Third in his Time ? 

Ju§f. I find but one, and therein he made divers 
good Laws* For King Henry the Seventh in the be- 
ginning of his Third Year, had by Parliament an 
Aid granted unto him, towards the Relief of the Duke 
of Britain^ then aflailed by the French King. And al- 
though the King did not enter into the War, but by 
the Advice of the three Eftates, who did willingly con-^ 
tribute : Yet thofe Northern Men which loved Ricbari 
the Third, raifed Rebellion under colour of the Money 
impos'd, and murther*d the Earl of Northumberland 
whom the King employed in that CoUedion. By 
which your Lordftiip fees, that it hath not been for 
Taxes and Impofitions alone, that the Ul-difpofed hav^ 
taken Arms ; but even fox thofe Payments which have 
-been appointed by Parliament. 

Counf. And what became of thefe Rebels ? 

JuSf. They were fairly hanged, and the Money 
levied notwithftanding. In the King's Firft Year, he 
gathered a marvellous great Mafs of Money, by a Be- 
nevolence, taking Pattern by this kind of Levy from 
Edward the Fourth. But the King caufed it firft to be 
moved in ParUament, where it VB'as allowed, becaufe the 
poorer Sort were therein fpared. Yet it is true, that 
the King ufed fome Art, for in his Letters he declared 
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that he would meafure every Man's AfFedtions by his 
Gifts. In the Thirteenth Year he had alfo a Subfidy, 
whereupon the Cornijh Men took Arms, as the Northern 
Men of the Bifhoprick had done in the Third Year of 
the King. 

Counf. It is without Example, that ever the People 
have rebelled for any thing granted by Parliament, fave 
in this King's Days. 

Jtili. Your Lordfhip muft confider, that he was 
not overmuch beloved, for he took many Advantages^ 
upon the People and the Nobility both. 

Counf. And I pray you what fay they now of the 
new Impofitions lately laid by the King's Majefty ? do 
they fay that they are juftly or unjuftly laid ? 

JuSt. To impofe upon all Things brought into the 
Kingdom is very ancient ; Which impofmg, when it 
hath been continued a certain Time, is then called 
Cuftoms, becaufe the Subjeft$ are accuftomed to pay 
it ; and yet the great Tax upon Wine is ftill called Im- 
poft, becaufc it was impofed after the ordinary Rate of 
Payment had lafted many Years. But we do now-a- 
days underftand thofe Things to be Impofitions, which 
are raifed by the Command of Princes, without the 
Advice of the Commonwealth, though (as I take it) 
much of that which is now called Cuftom, was at the 
firft impofed by Prerogative Royal. Now whether it 
be Time or Confent that makes them juft, I cannot 
define. Were they unjuft becaufe new, and not jufti- 
fiable yet by time, or unjuft becaufe they want a gene- 
ral Confent ? yet is this Rule of Ariflotle verified in 
refpeft of his Majefty, Minus timent homines tnjuStum 
pati a principe quern cultorem Deipuiant. Yea, my Lord,^- 
they are alfo the more willingly bom, becaufe all the 
World knows they are no new Invention of the King's. 
And if thbfe that advifed his Majefty to impofe them, 
had raifed his Lands (as it was offered them) to 20000/. 
more than it was, and his W^ds to as much as afore- 
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faidy they had done him far more acceptable Service. 
But they had their own Ends in refufmg the one, and 
accepting the other. If the Land had been raifed, they 
could not have felefted the beft of it for themfelves : 
If the Impofitions had not been laid, fome of them 
could not have their Silk, or other Pieces in Farm, 
which indeed grieved the Subjedl ten times more than 
that which his Majefly enjoyeth. But certainly they 
made a great Advantage that were the Advifers, for if 
^ny Tumult had followed, his Majefly's ready way had 
been to have delivered them over to the .People. 

Counf. But think you that the King would have de- 
livered them, if any Troubles had followed ? 

Jufl. I know not, my Lord 5 it was MachiaveVs 
Counfel to C^efar Borgia to do it, and King Henry the 
Eighth dehvered up Empfon and Dudley: Yea, the 
fame King, when the great Cardinal WOOLSETj who 
governed the King and all his Eftate, had (by requiring 
the Sixth Part of every Man's Goods for the Kins) 
raifed a Rebellion, the King I fay difavowed him ab- 
folutely ; that had not the Dukes of Norfolk and Suf- 
folk appeafed the People, the Cardinal had fung no 
more Mafs : for thefe are the Words of our Story : 
The King then came to IVeftminiter to the Cardinal's 
Palace, and aflembled there a great Council, in which 
he protefted, That bis Mind was never to ajk any Thing 
cfhis Commons which might found to the Breach of his 
Laws. Wherefore he then willed them to know by 
whofe Means they were fo ftri&ly given forth. Now 
my Lord, how the Cardinal would have fhifted himfelf, 
by faying, I had the Opinion of the Judges^ had not the 
Rebellion been appeafed, I greatly doubt. • 

Counf. But, good Sir, you blanch my Queftion, and 
anfwer me by Examples. I afk you whether or no, in 
any fuch Tumult, the People pretending againft any 
one or two great Officers, the King fliould dehver them, 
or defend them ? 
" ^ ^ JuSf. 
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Jujl. My good Lord, the People have not ftaid for 
the King's Delivery, neither in England nor in France, 
Your Lordfliip knows how the Chancellor, Treafurer, 
and Chief Juftice, with many others at feveral times, 
have been ufed by the Rebels : And the Marfhals, 
Conftables, and Treafurers in France^ have been cut in 
pieces in Charles the Sixth's time. Now to your Lord- 
fhip's Queftion, I fay, that where any Man Hiall give 
a King perilous Advice, as may either caufe a Rebel- 
lion, or draw the People's Love from the King, I fay, 
that a King fhall be advifed to banifh him : But if the 
King do abfolutely command his Servant to do any 
Thing difpleafin^ to the Commonwealth, and to his 
own Perils there is the King bound in Honour to de- 
fend him. But, my good Lord, for Conclufion, there 
is no Man in England that will lay any Invention either 
grievous or againft Lav/ upon the King's Majefty : 
and therefore your Lordlliips muft fhare it amongft 
you. 

Com/. For my part, I had no Hand in it, (I think) 
Ingram was he that propounded it to the Treafurer. 

Jtift. Alas, my good Lord,, every poor Waiter in 
the Cuilom-houfe, or every Promoter might have done 
it, .there is no Invention in thefe Things. To lay 
Impofitions, and fell the King's Lands, are poor arid 
common Devices. It is true that Ingram and his Fel- 
lows are odious Men, and therefore his Majefty pleas'd 
the People greatly to put him from the Coffer-ftiip. 
It is better for a Prince to ufe fuch a kind of Men, 
dian to countenance them ; Hangmen are neceflary in 
a Commonfrealth, yet in the Netherlands^ none but a 
Hangman's Son would marry a Hangman's Daughter. 
Now, my Lord, the laft gathering which Henry the 
Seventh made, was in the Twentieth Year, wherein he 
had another Benevolence both of the Clergy and Laity, 
a part of which taken of the poorer Sort, he ordained 
by his Teftament that it fhould be reftbred. And for 
King Hemj tlic Eighth, although he was left in a moft 
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plentiful Eftate, yet he wonderfully prefs'd his Peop'c 
with great Payments; for in the beginning of his 
Time, it was infinite that he fpent in Maflcing, and 
Tilting, Banqueting, and other Vanities, before he was 
entered into the moil confuming Expence of the moft 
fond and fruitlefs War, that ever King undertook. In 
his Fourth Year, he had one of the greateft Subfidies 
that ever was granted ; for befides Two Fifteens and 
Two Difmes, he ufed David's Law of Capitation or 
Head-money, and had of every Duke Ten Marks, of 
every Earl Five Pounds, of every Lord Four Pounds, 
of every Knight Four Marks, and every Man rated at 
Eight Pound in Goods Four Marks, and fo after the 
rate : yea, every Man that was valued but at Forty 
Pound, paid Twelve-pence, and every Man and Wo- . 
man above Fifteen Years, Four-pence. He had alfo 
in his Sixth Year divers Subfidies granted him. In his 
Fourteenth there was a Tenth demanded of every 
Man's Goods, but it was moderated. In the Parlia- 
ment following, the Clergy gave the King the half of 
their fpiritual Livings for one Year, and of the Laity 
there was demanded 800000 /. which could not be le- 
vied in England^ but it was a marvellous great Gift 
that the King had given him at that time. In the 
King's Seventeenth Year, was the Rebellion before fpo- 
ken of, wherein the King difavowed the Cardinal : In 
his Seventeenth Year, he hath a Tenth and Fifteenth 
given by Parliament, which were before that time paid 
to the Pope. And before that alfo the Money that 
the King borrowed in his Fifteenth Year were forgiven 
him by Parliament in his Seventeenth Year. In his 
Thirty-fifth Year, a Subfidy was granted of Four- 
pence the Found of every Man worth in Goods from 
Twenty Shillings to Five Pounds, from Five Pounds 
to Ten Pounds, and upward of every Pound Two 
Shillings. And all Strangers, Denizens and others 
doubled this Sum, Strangers not being Inhabitants, 
^ove Sixteen Years, Four-pence a Head. All that 
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had Lands, Fees and Annuities, from Twenty to FiVc> 
and fo double as they did for Goods : And the Clergy- 
gave Six Pence the Pound. In the Thirty-feventh 
Year, a Benevolence was taken not voluntary, but rated 
by CommiflSoners, which becaufe one of the Aldermea 
refufed to pay, he was fent for a Soldier into Scotland. 
He had alfo another great Subfidy of Six Shillings the 
Pound of the Clergy, and Two Shillings Eight Pence 
of the Goods of the Laity, and Four Shillings the 
Pound upon Lands, 

In the Second Year of Edward the. Sixth, the Par- 
liament gave the King an Aid of Twelve Pence the 
Pound of Goods of his Natural Subje6ts, and Two 
Shillings the Pound of Strangers, and this to continue 
for Three Years. And by the Statute of the Second and 
Third of Edward the Sixth, it may appear the fame 
Parliament did alfo give a fecond Aid, as followeth> 
(to wit) of every Ewe kept in fcveral Paflxires, Three 
Pence ; of every Weather kept as aforefaid. Two Pence; 
of every Sheep kept in the Common, Three-half-pence. 
The Houfe gave the King alfo Eight Pence the Pound 
of every Woollen Cloth, made for Sale through- 
out England for Three Years. In the Third and Fourtl^ 
of the King, by reafon of the troublefome gathering of 
the Pole Money upon Sheep, and the Tax upon Cloth, 
this Aft of Subfidy was r^peal*d, and other Relief given 
the King ; and in the Seventh Year, he had a Subfidy 
and two Fifteenths. 

In the Firft Year of Queen A&ry, Tunnage and 
Poundage were granted : In the Second Year a Subfidy 
was given to King Philips and to the Queen. She had 
alfo a third Subfidy, in Annis 4 &? 5. 

Eliz. Reg. Now, my Lord, for the Parliaments of 
the late Queen's Time, in which nothing n^w, neither 
Head money. Sheep-money, Efcuage, nor any of thefc 
Kinds of Payments, was required, but only the ordinary 
Subfidies, and thpfe as eafily granted as demanded. I 
fhall not need to trouble your Lordlhip with any of 
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them ; neither can I inform your Lordfhip of all f he 
Paflages and Afts which have paffed, for they are not 
extant, nor printed^ 

Counf. No, it were but Time loft to fpeak of the 
latter ; and by thofe that are already remembered, we 
may judge of the reft, for thofe of the greateft Impor- 
tance are publick. But I pray you deal freely with 
me ; what you think would be done for his Majefty, if 
he Ihould call a ParUament at this Time, or what 
would be required at his Majefly's Hands ? 

Juit. The firft Thing that would be required, would 
be the fame that was required by the Commons in the 
Thirteenth Year of Henry the Eighth, (to wit) that if 
any Man of the Commons Houfe Ihould fpeak more 
l^gcly> than of Duty he ought to do, all fuch Offen- 
ces to be pardoned, and that to be of Record. 

Counf. So might every Companion fpeak of the King 
what they lift. 

Juit. No, my Lord ; the Reverence which a Vaflal 
owcth to his Sovereign, is always intended for every 
Speech, howfoever it muft import the Good of the King, 
and his Eftate, and fo long it may be eafily pardoned, 
otherwifc not \ for in Queen Elizabeth*^ time, who gave 
Freedom of Speech in all Parliaments, when IVentworth 
made thofe Motions, that were but fuppofed dangerous 
to the Queen's Eftate, he was imprifoned in the Tow- 
er, notwithftanding the Privilege of the Houfe, and 
there dyed. 

Counf. What fay you to the Sicilian Vefpers remem- 
bered in the laft Parliament ? 

Juit. I fay he repented him heartily that ufcd that 
Speech, and indeed befides that it was feditious, this 
Example held not. The French in Sicily ufurped that 
Kingdom, they neither kept Law nor Faith j they took 
away the Inheritance of the Inhabitants, they took 
from them their Wives, and ravifhed their Daughters, 
committing all other Infolencies that could be imagined. 
The Kmg's Majefty is the natural Lord of England^ 

his 
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his Vaflals of Scotland obey the Englijb Laws, if they 
break them, they are punifhed without Refpeft. Yea, 
his Majefly put one of his Barons to a fhameful 
Death, for being confenting only to the Death of a 
common Fencer : And which of thefe ever did or 
durft commit any Outrage in England ; but to fay the 
Truth, the Opinion of packing the laft was the Caufe 
of the Contention and Diforder that happened. 

Counf. Why, Sir ? Do you not think it beft to com- 
pound a ParHament of the King's Servants and 
others that Ihall in all obey the King's Defires ? 

Juji. Certainly no \ for it hath never fucceeded 
well, neither on the King's part, nor on the Subjedts, 
as by the Parliament before remembered, your Lord- 
Ihip may gather ; for from fuch a Compofition 
do arife all Jealoufies and all Contentions. It was 
praftifed in elder times, to the great Trouble of 
the Kingdom, and to the Lofs and Ruin of many. It 
was of latter time ufed by King Henry the Eighth, 
but every way to his Difadvantage. When the King 
leaves himfelf to his People, they aflfure themfelvcs 
they are trufted and beloved of their Kings ; and there 
was never any Affembly fo barbarous, as not to an-* 
fwer the Love and Truft of their King. Henry the 
Sixth, when his Eftate was in efFeft utterly overthrow!! 
and utterly impoverifhed, at the humble Requeft of 
his Trcafurer made the fame known to the Houfe : 
Or otherwife ufing the Treafurer's own Words, He 
humbly defired the King to take his Staff, that he 
might fave his Wardfliip. 

Counf. But you know, they will prefently be in 
hand with thofe Impofitions, which the King hath 
laid by his own Royal Prerogative. 

Juft. Perchance not, my Lord •, but rather with 
thofe Impofitions that have been by fome of your 
Lordfhips laid upon the King, which did not fome of 
your Lordlhips fear more than you do the Imfofi- 
tions laid upon the Subjcfts, you would never difuade 
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his Majefly from a Parliament : For no Man doubted, 
but that bis Majefty was advifed to lay thofe Impo- 
fitions by his Council, and for particular Things on 
which they were laid ; the Advice came from petty 
Fellows (tho' now great ones) belonging to the Cufr 
tom-houfe. Now, my Lord, what Prejudice hath his 
Majefty (his Revenue being kept up) if the Impo- 
iitions that were laid, were laid by the geiicral Council 
of the Kingdom, which takes off all Grudging and 
Complaint. 

Counf, Yes, Sir, but that which is done by the 
King, with the Advice of his Private or Privy Coua- 
cil, is done by the King's abfolute Power. 

Juji. And by whofe Power is it done in Parlia- 
ment, but by the King's abfolute Power.'* Miftake 
it not, my Lord : The three Eftates do but advife, 
as the Privy Council doth, which Advice if the King 
embrace, it becomes the King's own Aft in the one, 
and the King's Law in the other ; for without the 
King's Acceptation, both the publick and private Ad- 
vices be but as empty Egg-fhells ; and what doth his 
Majefty lofe, if fome of thofe Things, which con- 
cern the poorer Sort, be made free again, and the 
Revenue kept up upon that which is fuperfluous ? Is it 
a Lofs to the King to be beloved of the Commons ? 
If it be Revenue which the King feeks, is it not bet- 
ter to take it of thofe that laugh, than thofe that 
cry } Yea, if all be content to pay upon Moderation 
and Change of the Species, is it not more honour- 
able and more fafe for the King, that the Subje6t 
pay by Perfuafion, than to have them conftrained ? If 
they be contented to whip thcmfelves for the King, 
were it not better to give them the Rod into their 
Hands, than to commit them to the Executioner ? 
Certainly it is far more happy for a Sovereign Prince, 
that a Subjc6t open his Purfe willingly, than that the 
fame be opened by Violence. Befides, that when Im- 
pofitions are laid by Parliament, they are gathered by 

the 
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the Authority of the Law, which (as aforefaid) Te- 
jefteth all Complaints, and ftoppeth every mutinous 
Mouth : It fhall ever be my Prayer, that the King 
embrace the Council of Honour and Safety, and let 
other Princes embrace that of Force. 

Counf. But, good Sir, it is his Prerogative which 
the King ftands upon, and it is the Preroga^ 
tive of the King's, that the Parliaments do all di- 
minifh. 

Juji. If your Lordfhip would pardon me, I would 

fay then, that your Lordfhip's Objeftions againft 

Parliaments is ridiculous. In former Parliaments, 

three Things have been fuppofed Diflionour to the 

King. The Firft, that the Subjefts have conditioned 

with the King, v/hen the King hath needed them, to 

have the Grekt Charter confirmed. The Secondy 

That the Eftates have made Treafurers for the ne"^ 

ceflary and profitable difburfing of thofe Sums by 

them given, to the End, that the Kings, to whom 

they were given, fhould expend them for their own 

Defence, and for the Defence of the CommonweaL 

The Third, That thefe have prefs'd the King to dif- 

charge fome great Officers of the Crown, and t6 

eleft others. As toudiing the firft, my Lordj I 

would fain learn what Difadvantage the Kings of 

this Land have had by confirming the Great Char^ 

t&r, the Breach of which hath ferved only Men of 

your Lordfhip's Rank, to affift their own PaffionSf 

and to punifh and imprifon at their own Difcretion 

the King's poor Subjefts, covering their privatfi 

Hatred, with the Colour of the King's Service. 

For the King's Majefty takes no Man's Inheritance, 

(as I have faid before) nor any Man's Life, but by 

'^ the Law of the Land, according to the Charter^. 

:* Neither doth his Majefty imprifon any Man (M^t* 

J ter of Pradtice, which concerns the Prefervation of 

'^ his Eftate excepted) but by the Law of the Landt 

^^ , And yet he ufcth his Prerogative as all the Kii^cf 
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Shgland have ever ufed it. The fupreme Rfcafon 
caufeth to praftife many things without the Ad- 
vice of the Law. As for Infurreftions and Re* 
. bellions, it ufeth the Martial, and not the Com- 
mon Law, without any Breach of tile Charter, the 
Intent of the Charter confidered jtrulyr Neither 
hath any Subjeft made Complaint, or been grieved^ 
in that the Kings of this Land, for their own Safe-^ 
ties, and Prefervation of their Eftates^ have tifed their 
Prerogatives, the great Engine^ on which there is 
written Soli Deo, And, my good Lord, was not 
Buckingham in Englandf and Biron in France^ con- 
demned, their Peers uncalled ? And withall, was noc 
Biron utterly (contrary to the Cuftoms ahd Privi-^ 
leges of the French) denied an Advocate to affift his 
Defence ? For where Laws forccaft cannot provide 
Remedies for futqre Dangers, Princes are forced to 
aflift themfelves by their Prerogatives. But that, whiclv 
hath been ever grievous, and the Caufe of many 
Troubles, very dangerous^ is, * that your LordfhipS 
abufing the Reafons of State, do punilh and iihpri- 
fon the King's Subjefts at your Pleafure. It is you, 
my Lordsj that when Subjeds have fomctimes need 
of the King's Prerogative, do then ufe the Strength 
of the Law ; and when they require the Law, yojii 
afflift them with the Prerogative, and tread the Great 
Charter (which hath been confirmed by fixteen A6ls 
©f Parliament) under your Feet, as a torn Parchment 
or wafte Paper. 

Counf. Good Sir, which of us do in this Sort brea£ 
the Great Charter ? Perchanoe you mean^ that wc 
have advifed the King to lay the new Impofitions. 

Juji. No,rnyLord ; there is nothing in the GreatChaF- 
ter againft Impofitions; and befides that^ Neceflity 
doth perfuade them. And if Neceffity do in fome- 
what excufe a private Man, a fortiori it may then 
excufe a Prince. Again, the Bang's Majcfty hath 
Profit and Increale of Revenue by the Impofitions. 
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But there are of your Lordfliips (contrary to the 
dircft Letter of the Charter) that imprifon the King's 
Subjedls, and deny them the Benefit of the Law, 
to the King's Difprofit. And what do you other- 
wife thereby (if the Impofitions be in any fort griev- 
ous) but Henovare dolores? And withal dig out of 
the Duft the long buried . Memory of the Subjedls 
former Contentions with the King. 
Cmnf. What mean you by that ? 
Juji. I will tell youf Lordfhip, when I dare: in 
the mean time, it is enough for me put your Lord- 
fhip in mind, that all the Eftates in the World, in 
die Offence of the People, have either had Profit or^ 
Neceffity to pcrfuade them to adventure it ; of which, 
if neither be urgent, and yet the Subje<5t exceeding- 
ly grieved, your Lordfhip may conjefture, that the 
Houfe will be humble Suitors for a Redrefs, And 
if it be a Maxim in Policy to pleafe the People in 
ill things indifferent, and never fufer them to be beaten 
for the King's Benefit (for there are no Blows for- 
gotten with the Smart but thefe) then, I fay, to 
• make them ValTals to ValTal, is to batter down thofe 
' mafterly Buildings, erefted by Henry the Seventh, and 
fortified by his Son, by which the People and Gen- 
try of England were brought to depend on the King 
alone. Yea, my good Lord, our late dear Sovereign 
Queen Elizabeth kept them up, and to their Advan- 
tage, as well repair'd as ever Prince did. Defend me^ 
and fpend me, faith the Irijh Churl. 

Counf. Then you think, that this violent Breach of 
the Charter will be the Caufe of feeking the Con- 
firmation of it in the next Parliament, which other- 
wife could never have been moved. 

Juft. I know not, my good Lord, perchance not; , 
for if the Houfe prefs the King to grant ^p them 
all that is theirs by the Law, they cannot ii> Juflice 
refufe the King all that is his by the Law. And 
where will b« the Iffue of fuch a Contention .? I dare 

not 
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iibt divincy but fure I •am, .that it will tend to the 
Prejudice both of the King and Subjeft. 

Counf. If they difpute not their own. Liberties, why 
fhould they then difpute the King's Liberties, which 
we call his Prerogajive ? - . 

Jufi^ Among fo many "and fo diverfe Spirits, no 
IMan can forqtell what may be propounded; but 
however, if the Matter -be not (lightly handled oft 
the King's Biehalf, thefe Difputes will foon diffolve » 
for the King hath fo little need of his Prerogative, 
and fo great Advantage by the Laws, as the Fear 
of impairing the one, viz\ the Prerogative, is fo im- 
poflible, and the Burthen of the other, vi%. the Law, 
fo weighty, as b.Ut by a Branch of the King's Pre- 
rogative, namely, of his Remiffion and Pardon^ thdr 
Subjeft is no way able to undergo it. This, my Lord, 
is no Matter of flourilh, that I have faid \ but it is 
the Taith,* arid ujjanfwerable. 

Counf. But to execute the Laws very feverely would 
be very grievous. 

Juft. Why, my Lord, are the Laws grievous, which 
burfelves have required of our Kings ? And are the 
Prerogatives alfo, which our Kings have received to 
themfelves, alfo grievous ? How can fuch a People 
then be well pleafed ? And if your Lordfhip confefs, 
that the Laws give too much, why does not your 
Lordfhip urge the Prerogative, that gives moj;e ? Nay, 
I will be bold to fty it, that except the Laws were 
better obferved, the Prerogative of a religious Prince 
hath manifold lefs Perils than the Letter of the Law 
hath. Now, my Lord, for the fecond and third, to 
wit, for the appointing Treafurers, and removing of 
Counfellors, our Kings have evermore laughed them 
to Scorn, that have prefled either of thefe, and aftSr 
the Pitfiment diflblved, took the Money of the Trea- 
furerr of the Parliament, and recalled or reftored the 
Officers difcharged ; or ^i't they have been contented, 
that fome fuch Perfons fhould be removed at the 
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Rcquelt of the whole Kingdom, which they them- 
felves, out of their noble Natures, would not fccm 
willing to remove, 

Counf. Well, Sir, would you, notwkhftanding all 
thefe Arguments, advife his Majefty to call a Par- 
liament? 

Juji. It belongs to your LOTdlhips, who enjoy the 
King's Favour, and are chofen for your able Wifdom, 
to advife the King. It were a ftrange Boldnefs in a 
poor and private Perfon, to advife Kings attended 
• with fo . undcrftanding a Council. But belike your 
'Lordfhips have conceived fome other way how Mo- 
ney may be gotten otherwife. If any Trouble fhould 
happen, your Lordfhip knows, that - dien there were 
nothing & dangerous for a King as to be without 
Money. A Parliament cannot affemble in hafte, but ' 
prefent Dangers require hafly Remedies. It will be 
no time then to difcontent the Sutgedts by ufing 
any unordinary Ways. 

Counf. Well, Sir, all this notwithftanding we dare 
not advife the King to call a Parliament ; for if it 
Ihould fucceed ill, we, who advife, fhould fall into the 
King's Difgrace. And if the King be driven into any 
Extremity, we can fay to the King, that becaufe we 
found it extremely unpleafing to his Majefly to hear of 
a Parliament^ we thought it no good Manners to 
make fuch a Motion. 

Juft. My Lord, to the firft, let me tell you, that 
there was never any juft Prince, that hath taken any 
Advantage of the Succefs of Counfels, which have 
' been founded on Reafon. To fear that, were to fear 
the Lofs of the Bell, more than the Lofs of the Steeple, 
and were alfo the way to beat all Men from the Stu- 
tiies of the King's Service. But for the fecond, where 
you fay you can excufe yourfelves upon thfe King's 
own protefting againft a Parliament, the King upon 
better Confideration may encounter that Fineffe rf yours. 

Counf. How, I pray you ? 
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Juft. EveA by^declaring himfelf to be indifferent, 
by calling your Lordfhips together, and delivering to 
you, tHat he hears how his loving Subjects in general 
are willing to fupply himj if it pleafe him to call a 
Parliament; for that was the common Anfwer to all the 
Sheriffs in England^ when. the. late Benevolence was 
commanded. In which refped:,and becaufe you come 
fhort in all your Proj efts, and becaufe ' it is a thing 
moll dangerous . for a King to be without Treafure, 
he requires fuch jof you, as either miflike, or rather 
fear a Parliament, to fct down your Reafons in Wri- 
ting, for which you either mifliked or feared it. And , 
fuch, as wifli and defire it, to fct down Anfwers to 
your Objeftions ; and fo fhall the King prevent the 
calling or not calling a Parliament^ $s fome of your 

great ' Counfellors have dpne in many other things, 
irinking up their Shoulders, and faying, Th^King 
will have it fo, 

Counf Well, Sir, it grows late, and I will bid you 
farewell : only you fhall take well with you this Ad- 
vice of mine, that m all, that you have faid againft 
our greateft, thofe Men in the end fhall be yoyr Judges 
in their own Caufe : Ypu, that trouble yoyrfelf with 
Reformation, are like to be well rewarded, Hereflf 
you may affure yourfelf, that wc will n^ver allow of 
any Invention, how profitable foeveri-i^nlefs it proceed, 
' or feem to proceed, from curfelvqs, 

Ji^Ji. If then, my Lord, we may prefume to fay, 
that Princes may be unhappy in any thing, certainly 
they are unhappy in Nothing more, than in fuffering 
themfelves to be fo incloftd. Again, if we may believe 
Pliny ^ who tells us, that *tis an ill Sign of Profperiuy 
in any Kingdom or State, where fuch, as defcrve well, 
find no other Recompence than the Contentment of 
their own Confciences ; a far worfe Sign is it, where the 
juftly Accufed Ihall take Revenge of the juft Accufer. 
But, my good Lord, there is this Hope remaining, tliat 
feeing he hath bg^n ^bufed by theip he trufted moft. he 
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will not fof the future difhonour his Judgment, (fo 
well informed by his own Experience) as to expofc 
fuch of his Vafials as have had no other Motives to 
ferve him, than •limply the Love of his Perfon and 
Eftate to their Revenge, who have only been 
moved by the Love of their own Fortunes, and their 
Glory. 

Counf, But, good Sir, the King hath not been de- 
ceived by all. 

JuSf. No, my Lord, neither have all been trufted ; 
neither doth the World accufe all, but believe, that 
there be among your Lordlhips very jufl: and worthy 
Men, as well of the Nobility as others ; but thofe, tho' 
moft honoured in the Commonwealth, yet have not 
been moft employed. Your Lordfhip knows it well 
enough, that Three or Four of your Lordfhips have 
thought your Ha^ds ftpong enough to bear up alone 
the weightieft Afiairs in the Commonwealth; -and ftrong 
enough all the Land have found them, to beat down 
..whom they, pleafed. 

Counf. I underftand you, but how fliall it appear, 
that they have only fought themfelves ? 

JuSf. There needs no Perfpeftive Glafs to difcern it ; 
for neither in Treaties of Peace and War, in Matters 
of Revenue, and Matters of Trade, any thing hath 
happened either of Love or Judgment.' No, my Lord, 
there is not any Action of theirs eminent, great or 
' jmalJ, the Greatnefs of themfelves only excepted. 

Counf. It is all one, your Papers can neither anfwer, 
nor reply; we can. Befides, you tell the King no 
News in delivering thefe Complaints, for he knows as 
much as can be told him. 

Juff. ' For the firft, my Lord, whereas he hath once 
the Reafons of Things delivered him, your Lordfhips 
^all need to be well adyifed in their Anfwers. There is 
no Sophiftry will ferve the Turn, where the Judge and 
tJnderftanding are both Supreme. For the fecdnd, to 
fay, that his Majefty knows and cares not, that, my 
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Lord, were but to defpair all his faithful Subjedts. 
But by your Favour, my Lord, we lee it is contrary : 
we find now, that there is no fuch fmgular Power a$ 
there hath been. Juftice is defcribed with a Balance 
in her Hand, holding it even, and it hangs as even 
now, as ever it did in any King's Daysj for fmgular 
Authority begets but general Oppreffion, 

Counf. However it be, that's nothing to you, that 
have no Intercft in the King's Favour, nor perhaps in 
his Opinion ; and concerning fuch a one, the mifliking, 
or but mifconceiving of any herd Word, Phrafe, or 
Sentence, will give Argument to the King, either to^ 
condemn or rejedt the whole Difcourfe. And however 
his Majefly may negle<5t your Informations, you may 
be fure, that others (at whom you point) will not neglcft 
their Revenges : you will therefore confefs it (when it 
is too late) that you are exceeding forry, that you have 
not followed my Advice. Remember Cardinal Wool- 
fey^ who loft all Men for the King's Service ; and when 
their Malice (whom he grieved) had outlived the King's 
AfFedtion, you know what became of ,bim as well 
as I. • 

JuSt. Yea, my Lard, I know it well, that Malice; 
hath a longer Life, than either Love or Thankf ulnefs j 
for as we always take more care to' put off Pain, thaa 
to enjoy Pleafure, becaufe the one has no Intermiflion, 
and with the other we are often fatisfied ; fo it is in the 
Smart of Injury, and Memory of good Turns. IVrongs 
are written in Marble \ Benefits are fometimes ackncwleag > 
edy rarely requited. But, my Lord, we fhall 4II do tfip 
King great Wrong, to judge him by common Rules, 
or ordinary Examples : for feeing his Majefty hath 
greatly enriched and advanced thofe, that have but pre- 
tended his Service, no Man need doubt of his Good- 
nefs towards thofe, that perform any thing worthy Re- 
ward. . Nay, the not taking Knowledge of thofe of his 
own Vaflals, that have done him Wrong, is more to 
be lamented, than the relinquilhing of thofe, that do 
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him Right is to be fufpc&cd. 1 am therefore, my 
Lord, held to my Refolution, by thefe Two, befides 
die former ; The firft, that God would never have 
bleft him with fo many Years, and in fo many Aflions, 
yea, in all his Aflions, had he paid his hcneft Servants 
with Evil i(x Good. The fecond, where your Lord- 
Ihip tells me, that I Ihall be forry for not following 
your Advice ; I pray your Lordfliip to believe, that ( 
am no way fubjet^ to the common forrowing of world- 
ly Men, this Maxim of Plato being true, Dolores vmses 
ex amore ammi erga corpus nafcuntur : But for my Body, 
my Mind values it at nothing. 

Ceunf. What is it then you hope for, or feck ? 

Juff. Neither Riches nor Honour, or Thanks, but 
only feek to fatisfy his Majefty, (which I would have 
been glad to have done in Matters of more Importance) 
that / have lived and will die an honeSl ^lUn. 
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^DISCOURSE/^^c;5m^ a Match 
propounded by the Savoyan, Between 
the Lady Elizabeth and the Prince 
^Piedmont. 



TO obey the Commandment of my Lord, the 
Prince, I have fcnt you my Opinion of the 
Match lately defired by the Duke of Savoy^ 
and propounded by his own Ambaflador, 
between the Lady Elizabeth^ his Majefly's eldeft and 
only forviving Daughter, and the Prince of PiedmoM \ 
widi an Overture (as I have heard) of a crofs Mar- 
riage between the moft excellent and hopeful Prince of 
Wales^ and the eldeft Daughter of the faid Duke. 

Now as by the firft, to wit, by the Match with the 
Lady Elizabeth^ the Duke's Son, of a Spani/b 
Race, may in the future (if it Ihould pleafe God to lay 
fuch a heavy Burthen upon us) become King of £»^- 
land \ fo by the fccond, tho* the Savayan had no Heirs 
Male, yet would it not be eafy for a King of England 
to recover the Right of thofe Principalities, all France 
being interjacent. For one of the moft renowned 
Kings, and the moft valiant, that ever France had, 
fpent more in the obtaining and Defence of that Part 
of Savoy and Piedmont^ which fell unto him by Lcuifa 
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Ks Mother, Heir to her Brother Philibertj than both 
thofe petty Provinces could be valued to be worth. 
Ajjd if thofe of the Houfe of Auftria and of Spain 
thought it a Matter fo exceeding perilous for a French 
King to poflefs that barren Diadem j much more will 
the French efteem it dangerous for them, that a King 
of England fhould inherit it. The Reafon why I need 
not tell you. But we will leave thefe Confiderations to 
their far-off Poflibilities ; and in the mean time take it 
for granted, that Marriages between foreign Princes, 
for the moft part, are but Politick. For wherefoever 
thqy employ their own Affeftions, judging by Pei^ons 
prefented, and not by Pidures reprefenting, they com- 
monly make Choice of their own Subje6b. Now this 
Policy in Marriages hath either Refped to the enlarging 
of Dominion and uniting of Kingdoms, Dukedoms, 
and other Principalities ; as by a Marriage the Dutchy 
erf" * Bretagney and other Signories in France^ were ai^ 
nexed to that Crown ; by a ^ Marriage the Netherlands 
became fubjeft to the Princes of Auftriaj and CaJiUie to 
Anragon^ and Portugal to Caftille^ &c, or to the end- 
ing of fome great War, and the eftablilhing of 
Peace ; as when Ferdinand of Arrngon married 
the Lady Germaine of Foix ; when King Francis 
the Firft married Queen Eleanor •y Philip the Se- 
cond the Lady Etizabeih of France ; and PhUibert 
Emcmiely Duke of Savoy^ the Lady Margarety Sifter 
to King Henry the Second of France : Or, laftly^ it 
hath refpedt to the Combination and League againft 
fome other King, or Eftate, powerful and fuf- 
pefted. 

Now for the firft, I think his Majefty holds nothing 
more impoffible, nor any thing lefs profitable, than the 
Inheritance of Savoy. For as long as there is a 

King 
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King of France or a King of Spairiy they will 
never (if their Powers fail them not) endure the 
uniting of Savoy and Piedmont to an abfolute Mo- 
narchy powerful in itfelf. It was a long War, a 
cruel- and coftly one, made for the Defence of the 
Dutchy of Milany ahd to keep it a Dutchy apart 
from the Imperial^ Spanijhj and French. For the fe- 
cond, to wit, the eftablilhing a Peace after a long 
War, as there never was any EfFcd: without a Caufe ; 
fo to thofe things, that never had Beginning, there 
never was any Man, that took Care to give End or 
Conclufion. 

For the third, namely, a Combination again ft fome 
powerful or fulpefted Enemy, I know no Chriftiaa 
Prince fo powerful as the King of Great Britain ; and 
out of doubt, the Eftate of Savoy cannot be changed 
by any Alliance, for it hath ever depended, and mull 
ever depend, either upon France^ or Spain. And for 
the ftrengthening our King, or the Levy of an Army 
in thofe r^s, either againft France or Spain^ the leafl: 
of the Cantons of Switzers^ or the nieaneft of the Ger- 
man Princes, may be of far more ufc to the King's 
Majefty, than the Duke of Savoy. czxi be. Certainly 
that Savoy cannot but depend on Spain^ it is manifeft 
enough. For thus the Cafe ftands between thofe Princes. 
The Duke hath yet living four Sons, He had five, 
but the eldeft was poifoned in Spain^ becaufe the King 
bound himfelf to give the Dutchy of Milan to the 
firft and eldeft Son borne by his Daughter. 

The fecond is now Prince of Piedmont ^ called Don 
Pbilibert ; lives with the Duke his Father, but of lefs 
hope, by far, than Don Philip his Brother was. 

His third Son, Don Viilorio Amadeoy Knight of 
JMahaj is the great Commander of St. JoMs in Spainy 
worth one hundred thoufand Crowns a Year •, and 
withal General of all the King of Spai?i's Gallies j a 
Place of great Honour aad Profit. 
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The fourth Sbn is a Cardinal, and hath the one 
half of the Profit of the Archbifhoprick of Toledo^ and 
is promifed the whole after the Death of the now Bilhop; 
an Eftatc worth three hundred thoufand 'Crowns a 
a Year. 

The fifth, Don Tbomafoy with whom the Mother the 
Lady Catharine of Aujtria died, a Prince of fifteen 
Years of Age ; and hath- alfo a Penfion out of Spain^ 
but hath not yet acquired any particular Title. 

Hereby it is eafy to judge, whether the Duke of 
Savoy ^ by the Power of Savoy ^ will abandon all thele 
Penfions and Preferments ; and enter into a War with 
the King of Spain for the Dutchy of Milan^ or for the 
Quarrel of any other Prince j feeing Milan itfelf, when 
it was a Dutchy apart, was ever a Principality of greater 
Force than Savoy and Piedmont. Shall we then hope, 
that he will offend the King of Spain in refpeft of 
England? Certainly it were Madnefs fo to do. Milan 
is too near him ; and fo are both Spain and Naples ; 
and England too far off. They are ever like to be 
Neighbours : England never like to be. Again, that 
he will ever be ufed againfl the French for the Englijh^ 
It is very improbable. He hath been too well beaten 
for that Fault ; I mean for joining himfelf againfl the 
French^ tho' not for us. r or that he is a Prince of 
no Strength, if the King of France draw his Sword 
againft him, Francis I. hath refolved us ; who, 
in Defpite of all the Affiflance of Charles V. when he 
returned vidiorious out of Africa^ and notwithflanding 
the great Armies, which the faid Emperor employed in 
the Duke's Defence 5 and notwithflanding his forcible 
invading of Picardy^ thereby to drain the French out 
of Piedmont ; and notwithflanding, (ere yet the W^r 
had ended) that King Henry VIII. of England did alfo 
invade France with a jnofl puif&nt Army 5 ye^ did 
Francis I. by the Earl of St. Paul^ take from him Jvs 
Dytchy of Savoy in a: fhort time, and by other his 
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Commanders poflefs Turin^ the chief City of Piedmont j 
with the greateft Part of all that Principality; and held 
both the one and the other from the Year 1538, to 
the Year 1544, when with a Daughter of Franciy or 
rather put of Commiferation, it was reftored. 

This is true ; and it is all the Good our King 
of England can expeft from Savoy^ that he muft 
cither abandon his Son-in-law, if either France or 
Spain opprefs him, which were too great a Diflio- 
nour ; or he miift enter into a V/ar for his Defence, 
which were too great a Charge. And his Majefty 
dorfv-well know, jhat while the League ftands be- 
tween him and the Low-Countries^ that he is invincible 
by them, and they by him : And that all other petty 
Combinations will be rather chai*geable than pro^ 
fitable. 

And if any Man fhall tell the King, that by bar- 
ing the Duke of Savoy at his Devotion, he may offend 
France whenever he pleafeth ; his Majefty may look 
into the Exploits of Henry VIII. and what Flowers 
and Fruit that War of his in France brought forth. 
For King Henry VIII. had not only a Duke of Savoy ^^ 
but a Duke of Bourbon^ a King of Arragon^ and am 
Emperor, the moft ambitious and undertaking Prince 
that Germany hath feen for many Ages : he had alfo 
the Low-Countries^ Flanders^ Hainaulty and Artois to join 
with him, and he with them," againft the French: 
But let us fee what he brought to pafs. 

In the Year 151 2, Ferdinand of Arragon perfuaded 
Henry VIII. to fend an Army of Englijh into Bifcay^ 
and by the Way of Bayonne^ to invade Guienne ; by 
the Countenance of whole Forces, and while the Eng- 
lift) affronted the French in thofe Parts, Ferdinand 
conquered the Kingdom of Navarre j deferring his Af- 
fiftance of King Henry VIII. till the next Year, and 
fo the Englijh returned with a great deal of Lofs, 
^nd more Difhonour, 

In 
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In the Year 151 3, King Henry did not only fet out ^ 
Fleet of Ships of War againft the French^ and gave 
the Emperor One hundred thoufand Ducajs towards 
the levying an Army to invade Burgundy ; but the 
King landed, in France with 40000 Foot and 5000 
Men at Arms, and was perfuaded by the Emperor 
to befiege Terouenne^ a Town of as much Ufe to the 
Englijh^ as if it had been feated in Arabia. Neither' 
did he gain any Foot of Ground elfe by the Em- 
peror's Affiftance ; neither could he fuccour or relieve 
that City, without an Army of equal Strength to that 
by which it was won, to wit, an Army confifting of 
40000 Foot and 5000 barbed Horie. 

In the Year 1 51 5, he again paid divers Regiments 
of Switzers againft King Francis (becaufe the faid King 
fent the Duke of Albany into Scotland) for the Pro- 
tcftion of King James V. King Henrfs own Nephew, 
and his Majefty's Grandfather. . ' 

In the Year 1522, he renewed die War againft Fr^?»- 
tis !• and entered into League againft him with the 
Emperor, the Pope, the D.uke of Mlan^ and the Fk-^ 
tentines ; and after the Eriglijh Army had in vain be-- 
^eged Hefdinj and fet Fire on DourlanSj difpeopled 
and abandoned unto them; they privately hafted 
homeward; and in Exchange for a great deal of 
Treafure, and Time {pent, they returned again loaden 
with nothing but Poverty and Difeafes. 

In the Year 1523, he invaded France with the like 
Succefs by the Duke of Suffolk -, took certain fmall 
Towns to-day, and loft them again to-morrow ; and 
Ipent a world of Treafure to be laugh'd at. 

In the Year 1524, it was promised, that all former 
Errors fliould be amended, and France fhould be con- 
quered, for King Henry ^ by the Emperor and the Duke 
of Bourbon J who received of King Henry 100,000 
Crowns for the firft Month ; and fo much they were 
to have monthly during the fame War. 

But 
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But the Dukcrof Bourbon^ to whom the Prefervation 
of the Dutchy of Milan v/zs more profitable than the 
Invafion of France^ fpent our King's Crowns merrily 
in that good City. So as when King Henry had fpenc 
all the Treafure left him by that provident King 
Henry VII. all that Mafs of Monies made by the 
Diflblutions of the Abbies, and all that England could 
yield him befides^ in War againft the French^ aflifted 
alfo therein by ^1 the Foreign Princes and States, he 
had nothing remaining of all thofe great Expences 
of Treafure, Arms, and the Body of Men, but the 
poor Town of Boulogne^ the Reftitution of which, to 
the French^ King Henry himfelf promised ; but being 
prevented by Death, the fame was delivered up by 
Edward his Son, What Account can we make there- 
fore of Savoy ^ flnce neither Charles the Emperor, nor all 
that joined with him and with the Englijh againft 
the Frepch^ would put us in Pofleflion of one good 
Place, in eighteen or twenty Years War ? But, Sir, 
That, which we are to confider in this Treaty is. 
Whether it doth not drag after it fome Spanijh Ex- 
ploit. For it is certain, that the CaJiilianSy and thofe, . 
of whom thefe Princes are defcended, have gotten no 
lefs by the Traffick of their Marriages than they have 
done by the Trade of their Indies ; of which, becaufe 
the Inftances are many, I will remember unto you 
fome few, and leave the reft to your own reading. 

In the Year 1503, Philips Archduke of ^«/?n^, (au- 
thorized by Ferdinand of Arragon^ his Father-in-law) 
made a Peace with Lewis XII. promifing, that his Son 
Charles (afterwards Emperor) fhould marry the Lady 
Claudia^ the King's Daughter; which Marriage was 
folemnly fworn and performed at Blots. But what 
was the End of this Love-making, other than to 
perfuade King Lewis^ that according to the Divilion 
made of the Kingdom of Naples between the Spanijh 
and French^ the French King ftiould enjoy his Part, 
and the I'panijh his, and all Wai* and Debate take end ? 

Where- 
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Whereupon, while Lewis (meaning all things in gooi 
Faith) negledted to reinforce and to fupply his Ay-' 
my in thofe Parts, Gonfaho , according to his fecret 
Irtflxuftions (Jtnd notwithftanding that this Peace was 
proclaimed through all Naples^ ^nd Commandments 
lent t6 Gonfaho by the Archduke to abftain from all 
Afts of Hoftility) fet upon the French unawares, de- 
feated the Duke of jirtry and Monf. IfAubigny^ and 
following the Advantage of his* former Vidory, 
overthrew the Remainder of the French Army, led 
by that vdiant Duke of Nemours^ who loft himfelfy 
with all, in EfFeft,- that the French pofleffed in that 
Kingdom, And yet this was not all the Ufe the 
Spaniard made of this Lady ; for after that Lewis XIL 
had fent a new Army into Itafy^ tor the Recovery of 
Napksj commanded at the Time of the Overthrow 
thereof, .by the Marquifs of Sallucof (the Spaniard be-- 
ing not as yet ftrongly fettled in his new Conquefts) 
the former Marriage: was again to be confirmed, and 
in Recompence of one half of the Kingdom of 
Naples^ the Inveftiture of th^ Dutchy of A^lan was 
promised to King LewiSy and his Heirs Male, and 
for want of Heirs Male to the Lady Claudia^ and 
Charles her imaginary Hufband : And to make it a 
plain Bargain, King Lewis was to pay .unto Maximilian 
a great Sum of Money, which was prefently fent by 
the Cardinal of Amboife at Haguehau in Alfatia ; bulf 
this Money was never repaid, this Match never ef- 
fcfted, nor the Dutchy of Milan ever delivered into 
the French Pofleflion. In the Neck of this, and upon 
the Death of Ifabella^ Queen of Cajiillej Ferdinand of 
Jrragony' fearing to be dilpofleffed of Caftille and 
Lean by his Son-i/i-law the Archduke Philips (who^ 
by the Right of J^is Wife, the Daughter of Queen 
Ifabely was now la;ivful King thereof) fought Peace^ 
with Lewis XIL 4^d to that End took to Wife the 
Lady Germaine de Foix^ Sifter to Gafton d; Foix^ the 
King's Niece, upon Condition, that Lewis fhould 

refiga 
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refign all that Part of Naples^ unto which he had 
Right ; and that Ferdinand fliould pay to Lewu 
700,000 Ducats, ^ 

In Conclufion the Spaniards got the Start \ for the 

French King delivered thofe tew Places, which they 

had held in Naples \ and withal refign'd his Right to 

• the reft ; but as for the Money promised, the fame 

was never paid unto this Day. 

What Ufe Ferdinand of Jrragon made by giving 
his Daughter in Marriage to Henry VUI. of England^ 
the Conqueft of Navarre hath told us* 

For a fifth Marri^e (the Archduke Philips Father 
to ObarleSj afterwards Emperor, being dead) it was 
accorded, that Charles^ now Archduke of Aujtria^ and 
King of Cajiillej (hould take to Wife RerJe, Daughter 
to Lewis XIL deceased ; and that Francis I. his Suc- 
ceflbr, fhould give in Dowry with the faid Lady the 
Dutchy of Berry^ and 600,000 Crowns ; and that 
Renee Ihould give up to King Francis all her Right 
both by Father and Mother of the Dutchy of Milan \ 
and this Marriage proceeded fo far, as all Conditions 
were agreed on and fworn between the Princes. 

In the mean while the grczt Ferdinand dies, and 
now comes Charles Archduke of Auitrta King 
of Cajiille and Arragon upon the Stage •, who inhe- 
rited his Grandfather Ferdinand^ as well in all his 
Kingdoms, as in his Subtleties and Breach of Faith. 

And to the end that he might obtain of King 
Francis a Paffage by the Way of France into Spain^ 
as well to poflefs himfelf of his Kingdoms there, 
as to forcify Navarre^ lately conquered, he creates 
a Peace with France (made fearful unto him by the 
great Overthrow given to the Switzers at the Battle 
of Marignan) and inftead of Rence^ Daughter to LetviSy 
he defired the Lady Louifa^ Daughter to King FranciSy 
prefently reigning, Rence being afterwards married to 
the Duke of Fcrrara. 
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For the Accomplilhment of this Alliance, Lyons 
was appointed, where it was concluded by the De- 
puties, that the Kingdom of Navarre Ihould be re- 
ftored to Uenry of Albent^ Son to John of jUbret^ and 
Father to Foi^^ lately deceafed. 

That King Francis fhould, by way of Dowry to his 
Daugliter, clearly refign all his Right in the Kingdom 
o( Naples 'y and Charles was to pay unto the King 150,000 
Ducats yearly towards the Maintenance of Louifa his 
Wife, till Ihe became of full Age ; with divers other 
Conditions agreed to and fworn. 

But this Lady dying after, a Marriage was con- 
cluded between the faid Charles and King Francises 
younger Daughter, upon the former Conditions. 

But in the mean while the Emperor Maximilian 
leaVes the World •, and Charles not contented with all 
the Kingdoms of Spai^t, ( Portugal excepted) nor with 
all the Dukedoms and Earldoms qf the Netherlands, 
•nor with the Kingdoms of Sicily, but he afFecSbs the 
Empire of Germany, and dealt not therein, as King 
Francis, who had the fame Ambition ; but having 
new fettled his Eftates in Spain, Naples, and Na- 
varre, which he could not but by the Pretence of 
the aforefaid Marriage, he raifed an Army on the 
fudden, which marched towards Francfort\ and af- 
furing thereby thofe of his own Party, and difcouraging 
the reft, be was forthwith elefted Emperor of Germany. 

And now he forgets his Fatlier-in-law King Francis ; 

forgets the Reftitution of Navarre j forgets the Pen- 

fion promifed to the Lady Louifa \ and, in Conclu- 

fion, he took to Wife the Sifter of y<?y&;z, . King of 

■ Portugal, with whom he had a great Mafs of Money, 

' to maintain his War againft the French, 

By this you may fee, to what great Advantage 
thefe Princes ufed the Sacrament of Marriage ; for 
being twice promifed to Re^ice, and twice married , 
to the Daughters of Francis I. and once given to the 
LadyM^rj, Daughter of Henry YIII. having ferved 

his 
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his Turn by them all, he left them to feek new Pa- 
ramours. And it is well noted by thofe, that knew the 
Stories of thofe Times, that before the Battle ofPaviay 
where King Francis was made Prifoner, Charles always 
wrote to King Henry VIII. Tour Son and Cotifin Charles ; , 
but never after that time did he afford him one Line 
but by his Secretaries ; nor ever after fubfcribed more 
than fimple Charles. And by deluding King Henry by 
Promife of being his Son-in-law, he dui not only bor-* 
row great Sums of Money of him, but drew him 
often into France^ to the great Prejudice of that Na- 
tion. 

But we may not end here ; for Charles^ that had 
himfelf married fo many Wives, had alfo Store for 
other Men ; for the better to confirm the Duke of Bour^ 
hon in his DiHoyalty againft his Sovereign Lord King 
Francis^ he promifed him his own Sifter, Eleanor^ Wi- 
dow of Emanuel^ King of Portugal}, but that poor 
Duke finding himfelf derided, died foori after in 
the Ditch of Rome^ as he offered to affail the Walls 
thereof. 

And Charles the Emperor having now King Fran-^ 
CIS his Prifoner at Madrid in Spain^ made a Match be- 
tween him and his faid Sifter, formerly pron^fed to 
Bourbony upon Condition, that Francis fhould refign 
.all his. Right in //^^/k; render unto the Emperor the 
. Dutchy of Burgundy ; quit the Sovereignty of Flanders 
and Artois ; with many other infolent and cruel Condi- 
tions -, whereby you may perceive, that although the 
Spaniard had often abufed the French by oftering 
them Marriages, never meant ; yet at laft they made 
a Bargain outright, but fuch a collly one, as fhould 
coft for ever the French the Price of a Spanijh Wife. 

But this matrimonial Traffick is not yet at an End j 
the Market is ftill continued by the Emperor. For ^ 
Francis L refolving to recover the Dutchy of Mlan^ 
and to ukg an Account of the Duke of Savoy for 
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his Mother's Inheritance therein, prepares an Army to 
cfFedl it. 

The Emperor being newly returned out of Africa^ 
and from the taking of ^unisy finding his Forces mar- 
Telloufly decayed by the great Heat of that Country 
and ToiiS of War, and therefore not in Cafe at prefent 
to refift King Francis^ he created a Marriage between 
the Infanta ot Portugal and the Dauphin of France ; and 
between the Duke Angoulejme^ the King's younger Son, 
and the Infanta of Sfain^ though he did not diredUy name 
her. He offered to give to any-one of the King's 
Sons J 00,000 Crowns a Year out of the Dutchy of 
hUlan^ defiring withal, that the Duke of Or&j»i might 
accompany him in the Conqueft of Algiers \ than 
which, and than any of thefe Marriages, he never 
meant any thing lefs. And doubting, that the King 
would not bite at any of thefe Baits, he alfo offered 
to inveft the Duke of Angoulejme in the Dutchy of 
Milan. 

Thefe goodly Offers the King could not refufe, tho* 
he had Experience enough of the Sfanijh Treachery : 
hut while the Emperor held the King in this Treaty, 
he got Time to levy an Army in Germawf^ to prepare 
his Fleet by Andrew Dorea at Genca^ to make a Confe- 
deracy in Italy^ and to draw thither all the Spanijh 
Garrifons out of Sicily commanded by Gonfaho. After 
which he never fpake Word of thefe Marriages, nor 
of any Penfion, nor Reditu tion of Milan. 

Now for Conclulion, we will remember the goodFy 
Marriage between King F-hilip 11. and Qiieen IVlary of 
F^nglandy formerly promifed to his Father Charles % 
for after that Charles had failed in his Delign to 
make Fjigland a Province, and fubjeft to Spain^ he 
drew the good Queen into a War againft the French : 
but after his Turn was ferved, and theViftory at St. 
i^^L'nt7n\ he, Philips concluded a Peace with France^ 
jiot fo much as including the Queen hit Wife ; who, 

being 
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being abandoned by her Hulband, fhe loft the good 
Town of Calais^ which had remained in the PofTeffion 
of the Crown of England from the Year 1347, to the 
Year 1558. 

Neither had King Philip^s fecond Wife, the Lady 
£Uzabeth of France^ the Daughter of King Henry If. 
any great Caufe of Joy in that her Advancement -, for 
Ihe died in Spain after a ftrange manner, as it was fuf- 
pefted. 

Now, methinks I hear fome EngUJhmen HifpanicUzed 
fay unto the King, that feeing the Kings of France^ 
but cfpecially of Spain^ have often matched themfelves 
with the Dukes of Savay \ why Ihouid not his Majefty 
alfo accept of their AlUance ? But his Majefty, being of 
an univerfal Underftanding, will eafily find the Dif- 
ference- For tho* the Kings of Polonia found it greatly 
. to their Advantage to match with the Dukes of Lithu- 
ania 'j yet if fuch an Overture were made to our King, 
he would find it exceedingly ridiculous. For the French 
King, and the Kings of Spain^ who have often quarrel- 
led for Italy ^ Naples^ and Milan^ and who are like herc-^ 
after fo to do, have great Reafon to make the Dukes of 
Savoy theirs : France in'^refpedl of a Paflage into Italy j 
Spain in refpc6t of a Bulwark againft France. 

But our Kings of England^ who have no Bufinefs 
over the Alps^ and who pretend no Title to A^lan or 
NapleSy but as Kings of France^ (which if ever God 
reftore unto them, they fhall as eafily beat the Savoyan^ 
as the French hath done) can make no Ufe of that 
Alliance other than to draw them into a War for the 
Defence of thofe Dukes, But let us fomewhat, amongft 
thefe other Refpedls, enter into the due Confide- 
ration of the . Perlbn of this excellent young Princefs, 
the only Daughter of our Sovereign, the dear beloved 
Sifter of our Prince, and one of the precious Jewels of 
this Kingdom -, let us, I fay, but indifterendy examine 
what Increafe of Honour and Dignity, what great 
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Comfort and Contentment Ihe can expeft, or hope 
for, by the Benefit of this Match. 

For the lirfl, to wit. Honour and Dignity ; as (he is 
born the eideft, and now the only Daughter of one of 
the mightieft Kings of Cbrijiendom^ fo is fhe thereby 
of iii2;hcr Place and State than the Wife of a Duke of 
Sa-jcy : be.fides, in her Birth and Blood, both of Fa- 
ther and Mother, defcended of fuch Royal Races, as 
Sl cy cam ICC add any greater Grace or Glory unto ; 
and, by Nature and Education, endowed with fuch 
princely Perfections both of Body and Mind, as may 
well deferve to be reputed a worthy Spoufe for the 
grearcfL Monarch of Cbriftendom j efpecially confidering 
the i^offibilities of the Daughters of Efjgland^ whereof 
we iiave had ipany Precedents ; and at this Time is 
happily manifefted in the King's Majefly, our Sove^ 
reign, being defcended of aDaughter or £»f/^»^, where- 
by the Illand, formerly divided, is again now made 
pne Great Britainj to the mutual Strength of either. 

Now to confer the Poffibility of fuch a Fortune 
upon a poor Popifli Prince of Savoy ^ that can return 
no Recompence of Benefit to this State, were greatly 
for his Glory, though little for the Advancement of 
this noble Princefs, and lefs for the Safety of this 
Kingdom, confidering the Dangers it may draw upon 
our worthy magnanimous Prince, and the noble Duke 
of Tork^ if the Ambition of this Match fhould tice 
the Savoyan to look after Poffibilities \ wherein there 
would want neither Means, Perfuafions, nor Pardons 
from Romey to praftife any Villainy in that Behalf, 
wiicr:#by to benefit or ftrengthen an Appendix of 
S^ain^ and fo devoted a Son to the Romijh See. . 

For the fecond, namely, the Comfort and Con- 
tentment of thi3 young Lady by this Match; as 
there is little in Appearance prefently, fo is there lefs 
to be lioped rcr in the future. For, at firft, fhe muft 
be removed far from her neareft Blood both by 

Father 
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Father and Mother, into a Country far eftranged from 
our Nation, as any Part of Chrijiendom^ and as far dif- 
fering from us in Religion as in Climate. 

And what true Correfpondency or matrimonial Af- 
fedion there can be maintained between thofe Perfons, 
•whofe Minds are different and oppofite in the religious 
Points of their Chriftian Faitii, is greatly to be 
doubted. Moreover, it is no lefs to be feared, with 
what Safety and Security Ihe can long live free from 
(ecret Praftices and Treacheries in a Country fo near 
the Pope's Jurifdidtion, inviron'd with the Plots of the 
Jefuits, who, we fee, do daily traffick the I ives and 
Fortunes of all Princes, that are not wholly devoted to 
the Romijh Obedience ; and therefore how they will 
entertain or tolerate one of the Race of pur King, 
were too great an Error and Prefumption to truft 
unto. 

So as when the worthy Lady hereafter, by her Chil- 
dren, or otherwife, hath furnilhed their Defire, and 
fully ferved their Turn ; fhe Ihall be then either forced 
to wound her Confcience by forfaking her Faith, or 
elfe to undergo the Scorns and Dangers, wluch fhall 
be daily caft upon her, and her Family, for the Ex- 
ercife of their Religion. 

And this alfo wemaybewell afTur'dof, that if ihe fhould 
have any Iflue by the Prince of Piedmont^ they mufl all 
be bred and brought up contrary to her Confcience, 
which can be no fmall Grief to a virtuous and natural 
Mother, and as little Comfort to our moft religious 
King, their Grandfather. 

Laftly, the very binding Caufe of Amity between all 
Kings, Princes, and States, is their Trade and Inter- 
courfe of their Subjedls. 

Now there is not any Prince or State of Europe^ (the 
Inland Counties of Hungary and Tranjylvania excepted) 
but the Englijh have Trade withal -, yea, even with the 
Turky Barbarian^ Perjiafiy and Indians : only with the 
Subjects of Savory I do not know that we have any 
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meddling or interchange at all. For the Duke hath no 
Port, (his Ditch of ^7//j iT<2»f^ excepted, which is. on- 
ly capable of a few Gallies,) either to furnifh Ships 
from, or to receive them being Strangers. And therefore, 
for his Majefty of England to match his eldeft and only 
Daughter with a Prince, which hath his Dependence up- 
on other Kings j a Prince Jefuited ; which can neither 
ftead us in Time of War, nor trade with us in Time of 
peace ; a Prince, by the Situation of his Country, 
every way unprofitable unto us, and no lefs perilous 
for his Child to live in ; I refolve myfelf, that his Ma- 
jefty is of too excellent a Judgment ever to accept of 
it ; and his Honourable Council too wife and provident, 
to advife the Profecution thereof. 

Now if his Highnefs Ihould be pleafed to afk my 
Opinion, with what Chriftian Prince he Ihould match 
his Sifter, were it in his own Power and Choice to 
make Eleftion I I humbly defire to be excufed herein, 
Bor would it become me to prefume fb far. 

It is true, I have heard it, that fome Overtures have 
been made for the Prince Palatine of the Rhine. Cer- 
tainly he is as well born as the Duke of Sofuoy^ and as 
free a Prince as he is. The Nation is faithful. He is 
of our Religion ; and by him we fliall greatly faftcn 
vnto us the Netherlands. And for the little Judgment 
God hath given me, I do prize the Alliance of the Pa- 
iatine of the Rhine^ and of the Houfe of NaJfaUy more 
tlmn I do the Alliance of ten Dukes oiSm^cy^ 
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9 Jacobi. 

^DISCOURSE touching a Mar^ 
riage between Prince Henry of Eng- 
land, and a Daughter of Savoy^ 



THERE is no body, that pcrfuades our 
Prince to match with San)oy^ for any Love to 
the Perfon of the Duke, nor, as I hope, for 
his Religion -, neither will any Man oppofe it for any 
particular Diflike. For as there hath never been Quarr 
rel between our Nation and his; fb hath he, for 
ought I have heard, never given Offence to any of 
ours. It Ihould therrfore feem, that it is for the Good 
of England^ that he, that defires it, defires it ; and 
for the fame Good it is, that he, that defires it not, 
diffuades it. 

The Points m it, which are confiderable, are thefe ; 

The Firft, wherein it concerns the Duke to feek the 
Alliance of England. 

The Second, that the Pretences of Marriages between 
Princes are feldom the fame with their Intents, that 
propounded them ; and what hidden Danger may lie 
under the Alliance prefently defired. 

The Third, wherein it may concern us to match 
with. Savoy \ and agamft whom he can affift us. 

The 
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The Fourth, that Savoy apd Spain arc infeparable, 
and that Savoy dare not offend the Pope nor the Em- 
peror. 

The Fifth, agamft whom the EngUJb fliall need his 
Afliftance. 

The Sixth, of the Inconveniences in general. 

The Seventh, of the Inconveniences in particular to 
the Prince. , 

The Eighth, with what Prince it were be moft fit 
for his Highnefs's Advantage to match withal. 

The Reafons, that are apparent on the Duke's Be- 
half, arethefe: 

TheFirft, that, either by the Countenance or Aflift- 
ance of his Majcfty, he may hope to poflefs himfelf of 
the Dutchy of Mtan^ which was promifed him on 
Dowry with his Wife by the King oi Spain. 

The Second, to recover Brejfe ff om the French. 

The Third, to obtain Geneva from the Proteftants. 

The Fourth, to make his Daughter a great Queen | 
and fo he and his Ihall be able to fay in future Times, 
that the Kings oi England are of thfe Race of Savty. 

Thefe Pretences are exceeding fai^;, if the Pretences in 
the TrafEck of Marriages between Kings and Princes 
were the fame with their Intents. But we know by 
Experience, how many of thefe fraudulent Propofiti- 
ons have been made both to the French ^ Englifi^ and 
other Princes, by the Houfc of Aufiria^ of which the 
Daughters of Savoy are defcended 5 and by which Kind 
of TrafFick thofe Kings have prevailed more than by 
all their Forces and Arms. 

For by thefe falfe Goods they carried Naples and 
Milan from the French. So prevailed they with our 
King Henry VIII. when they drew his Army in- 
to Bifcay to invade France-^ they conquered Na^ 
varre. 

They had it alfo in their Hope to have poflefled 
England by a Match with Queen Mary ; which, tho* 
they failed to gain, yet^ thereby we failed not to lofe 

Calais^ 
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Calais. What Marriage had a fairer Pretence in. the 
World than that of the King of Navarre (afterwards 
King Henry the IVth of France) with the h^dyAlargaret 
of FaloiSj now living, by which a Peace was conclud- 
ed between the King and the Party of the Religion, 
and by which the miferable Civil Wars in France were 
concluded ? And yet the Intent was fo far from the 
Pretence, as one hundred thoufand Proteftants were 
thereby murdered in one Day within Paris and elic- 
where. Nay, what greater Treafon and Cruelty was 
there ever covered under a Pretence of Marriage, than 
that of Francis Sforza Duke of Milan^ who, under Pre- 
tence to win that brave Italian Captain to his Party, 
gave him his Daughter Drujiana in Marriage, and fent 
him with his Army to ferve Ferdinand King of Naples^ 
where, by the Praftice oi Sforza^ Picininus and his Sou 
were murdered by the King, after he had royally re- 
ceived him in his own Court and Caftle. 

Laftly, becaufe Examples are infinite, I will con- 
clude with the Praftice of Bentivoglio^ Prince of Bolog-- 
naj who, to the End to make himfelf Mafter of Fd- 
renza^ gave his Daughter to the Lord thereof; and 
fhe, according to her Father's Inflxuftions, caufed her 
Hufband to be murdered in her own Chamber. 

Ther« is a kind of noble and royal deceiving in 
Marriages between Kings and Princes ; yea, and it is, 
of all others, the faireft and moll unfufpefted Trade of 
betraying. It has been as ordinary amongft them to 
adventure or caft away a Daughter, to bringfomePur^ 
pofe to pafs, as at other times, for faving of Charges, 
to make them Nuns. I fpeak not this to prejudice or 
forejudge fo worthy a Prince as the Duke of Savoy ^ 
for there is no Example to be followed or to be fear^ 
ed, where hke Occafions and like Citcumftances do 
not occur. He cannot betray us, till we truft him. 
There is nothing of ours near him, nor of his 
near us. 

It 
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It 15 the Spaniard^ that is to be feared ; die Spaniard^ 
who layeth his Pretences and Practices with a long 
Hand. In which refped, it were not amifs to confider 
of the Plots of our Englijb Pricfts, who not long fince 
have publifhed and printed certain far-fetch'd Titles 
both of the King of Spain^ and of the Infanta his 
Daughter ; for it were an horrible Diihonour to be 
over-reached by any of thofe dry and fubtie-headed 
Spaniards. 

Parfons^ under the Name of Dokman^ hath caft a- 
broad a moft peftilent Book in our EngUJb Tongue ; 
wherein, after he hath laboured with all his Strainings 
and Subtleties, to weaken all other Titles, and his 
Majefty's, which is undoubted, moft of all, he prefers 
chat of the Infanta, and of the King her Father, and 
Brother, for the moft clear and antient 

The firft he draws from Conftance^ the eldeft Daugh- 
ter of William the Ccnqueror 5 the fecond from Jobn of 
Gaunt. 

Now this Title, or Pretence of the Title, of the In- 
fanta, of which all our Papifts had fo great Hope 
in the latter Times of Queen Elizabetb^ is, for want 
of Heirs of her Body, fallen upon the Heirs of her 
Sifter the Dutchefs of Savoy^ the Infanta and her Sifter 
being two Daughters of PbiUp 11. And I cannot tell, 
I leave it to wifer Men to judge, whether the Lady 
Elizabetby the eldeft Daughter of England^ were not 
therefore fought, bpth by the King of Spain^ and the 
Savcyaftj by her to ftrengthen and revive the former 
Pretences ; and feeing both of them have failed in 
that Hope, the Duke of Savcy would now fend a 
Daughter into England^ who might pradife a Party, 
cither for her Brother, or for her Uncle. Certainly it 
were a brave Subjed for our malicious Papifts to work 
upon, who are all better learned in Doleman's Book, 
than in the New Teftament. For having a Daughter 
of Savoy, the Infanta failing, they have the fame 
Princcfs, in whofc Title and Religion they believe, 

they 
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they have the fame for all their Purpofes, by having 
the Infanta^s Sifter^s Daughter, as the Infanta herfelf. 
Nay, it will ferve their Turns better. For the Infanta 
being our next Neighbour, they may, under the Co- 
lour of Vifitations, praftice at Pleafure -, and it is the 
Infanta, that hath the bcft Army in Europe in her 
Hands ; and it may be paft over into England in one 
Night. 

And that it may not be thought, that this Point has 
been framed by. me, thefe are Parfonsh own Words, 
fol, 164. " I faid alfo, that this Lady Infanta, or 
fome other, by her Title, and her Father's good 
Will, was likelieft of all Strangers to bear it away. 
" For if the Infanta Ihould either die, or be jnarried 
into any other Country, or otherwise be difpofed of, 
fo as her Pretence to England fliould be difenabled 
before this Affair came to be tried, then may the 
faid Father and fhe, (if they lift) caft their aforefaid 
Intereft and Titles (as divers Men think they would) 
upon fome other Prince of their own Houfe and 
Blood. " Which is as much as to fay, they will 
refign their fuppofed Right to the Children of the 
Duke of Savoy ; nay, to mend the Matter, Parfom 
gives a Title to the Duke of Savoy himfelf by the Lady 
Beatrice of Portugal^ his Grandmother. 

It i& true, that any Title will ferve the Spaniard's 
Turn. Braganzaj Parmaj and Antonioj were before 
Philip in the Kingdom ot Portugal. He came behind 
them all in Right ; but he went before them all iii 
Power, which needs no Advocate ; and tho* it feems 
to be refolved, that the King of Spain and the Duke 
are at Difference for the prefent ; yet the King of Spam 
hath him in his Hand, and the Duke's Children re- 
ceive the very Bread they feed on from the Spaniard j 
which being denied them, they have nothir^ where- 
with to fuftain themfelves ; for the Duke is extreme 
poor. They are of the Blood of Spain, to whom the 
Pukes of Savcy have always been Servants, and. very 
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often the Commanders of their Armies. I lay, that 
Herein whatfocver is pretended to the contrary, it is 
Spain^ that we ought to fufpeft. ^avcy from Spain is 
infepaiable ; Spain^ to which England is irrecoacile"< 
able. 

For thus the Cafe (lands between thofc two Princes. 
The Duke hath yet living four Sons. He had five, 
but the eldefl was poifoned in Spain^ becaufe the King 
ot Spain bound himfelf to give the Dutchy of Milan 
to the firft and eldeft Son of liis Daughter. 

The fecond, which is now Prince of Piedmont j called 
Don Philiberty lives with his Father, but of left hope^ 
by far, than his Brother Philip. 

His third Son, Don Vitiorio Amadeo^ Knight of 
Malta^ is the great Commander of St. Jobn^s in Spain^ 
worth one hundred thoufand Crowns a Year; and 
withal General of all the Spanifh Gallies ; a Place of 
great Honour and Profit. 

The fourth Son is a Cardinal, and hath the one 
half of the Profit of the Archbifhoprick of Toledo^ and 
is promifed the whole after the Death of the now Bifhop; 
an Eflate worth three hundred thoufand Crowns a 
m Year. 

The fifth, Don Tbomafo^ with whom the Mother the 
Lady Catharine, of Juftria died, a Prince of fifteen 
Years of Age ; and hath alfo a Penfion out of Spain^ 
but hath not yet acquired any particular Title, 

For his four Daughters, the eldeft, a very goodly, 
wife, and virtuous Lady, is yet unmarried. 

The fecond is married to the Duke oi Mantua. 

The third is married to the firft Son to the Duke of 
Modena and Reggioy Baftard Son to the Duke of Per- 
raraj that laft died without lawful Heirs Male, where- 
by Ferrara was efcheated to the Pope. 

The youngeft, the Lady Catharine^ is yet undif- 
pofed. 

Here it is eafy to judge, whether the Duke of 
Savajf will abandon all thefe Penfions ai.d Prefer- 
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mcnts ; and enter into a War with the King of Spain 
for the Dutchy of Milan^ or for the Quarrel of an/ 
other Prince \ feeing Milan itfelf, when it was a Dut- 
chy apart, was ever a Principality of greater Force than 
Savoy and Piedmont. To think, that they can be af- 
fifted by us, they have, (as I believe) by far exceeded 
their Commiflion, that have given him that Hope. 
For if England itfelf quarrel with Spain^ it muft of 
Neceflity maintain the War %j the War -, as the Ne^ 
therlands did after they loft the-Trade with Spain^ and 
as we ourfelves did in our late Qfieen's Time. If it 
be againft France^ that the Duke pretends, he cannot 
forget yet how Francis I. thruft him out of all he 
had, becaufe he refufed him a Paflage into Italy y when 
Charles I. that great Emperor, and King of Spain^ 
fought to defend him ; and that the late King Henry 
IV. took from the Duke now living Bourg in 
Brejfe,^ with the Territories, and forced him to come 
to Paris in Perfon to buy his Peace. I fay they arc 
betrayed by their own Ignorance, that perfuade- thenv* 
felves, that Savoy dare lift up her Hands againft either 
of thefe two Kings ; againft Spain^ without the Help of 
France ; or againft France^ without the Afliftancc o£ 
fuch a League or Civil War, as the Houfe of Lorrain 
made and moved in the Year 1585, againft Henry 
III. and afterwards againft Henry IV. at which 
Time the Duke of Savoy recovered the Marquifate of 
Salluces. 

Thirdly, For the obtaining of Geneva^ I am perr 
fuaded, that his Majefty will . never be a Party in that 
Enterprize. And if the Duke fhould offer it tQ ouf 
King, he might well anfwer him, as Alexander did 
Darius J that the Gift of thofe Things, that ait . not 
in our Pofleflion, is not Thank-worthy: And were 
it his to give, how fhall his Majefty keep it fo far 
off? feeing the Brill and Fhifi^ng^ featcd fo near us, 
are in fuch fort burs, as xhtdtoUanders and Zealander& 
may thruft us out of them %ltfa. they pleafe, thofe 
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Places being daily enlarged and encrcafed wtth Peoplcf 
and Power ; and our Garrifons, if they do not dixni-^ 
ftifh, increafe not. 

For the Fourth, that the Duke hath a Defire (and 
it may be that is his Ambition) to fee his Daughter 
a great Queen, and to be on one Side the Parent of 
the Kings of England. 

For the Firft I am of Opinion, that his Daughter 
will be a very old Lady ere that come to pafs ; for 
his Majefty being fubjeft.to noSicknefs, is by God's 
Favour like to live long. For the other, it cannot be 
doubted, feeing the Mother of this Daughter had nine 
Children in nine Years, but the Duke's Sons may call 
our Kings Coufins. 

Now the Third Confideration is, of what ufe the 
Match oi Savoy may be to us. 

Firft, it may be faid, that for want of Heirs-Male 
the Principality may fall to our Prince, or to his. I con- 
fefs it poffiblc, but there is no Hope, that the Prince 
can have it, being fo far off; for the Duke hath four 
Sons yet living. And if thefe fail, yet were there any 
collateral Heir-Male in the World to be found, he 
(hould be fure of the Afliftance of Spain^ Naples^ Mi- 
laHy and the Pope, and of the Strength the Provinces 
of the Netherlands under the Archduke can affemblc. 
And therefore, as the State of Things doth now ftand 
in the World, the Expe6tation is nothing worth. 
Francis I. that had Right to it by his Mother, 
quitted it. Ireland is near us, and in our Sight ; and 
yet have we often wifhed it in the Bottom ot the Sea : 
For having been governed neither as a Country con- 
quered, nor free,; it hath ferved us but as a Grave 
for our beft Captains and Soldiers, and for Conduits 
to draw from us the greateft Part of all our Provifions 
and Treafure. The Low Countries and Ireland have 
beggared England and Spain. 

If then the Hope of Principality be not great, what 
is there clfe, tliat our King and Prince can expeft from 
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Sanjoy ? You wilj fay Afliftance againft our Enemies. 
Certainly if the King had a Quarrel againft Spain or 
. France^ the Duke knows not how to help us in either; 
for if he declare himfelf againft Sfain^ Milan would 
. cafily wafte or maftet^ all Piedmont ; if againft France^ 
the Frontier Countries of Provence^ Dauphine^ Lyons 
and Brejfe are ftronget than he. Agai/ift tlie Pope, 
all the World knows, that he dares not ftir ; and our 
King hath no Enemy fo malicious as that Prelate. For 
the Emperor, of all others, h6 cannot move againft 
him. For whatever his own Lawyers may fay> and 
whatever has been concluded in his own Parliaments, 
ytt Felinus, and others excellently learned, make him a 
feodary Prince of the Empire : and both Adolph and 
Wincejlaus were depofed ; and Bodin doth not acknow- 
ledge the Emperor himfelf for an abfolute Sovereign, 
but for the Sovereign Officer of the Empire. And 
therefore, for the Wrong they did, and for abufmg 
their Authority, did the States of the Empire, in whom 
the Sovereignty refideth, depofe that Adolfh and Win- 
cejlaus ; and if the Emperor be not a Sovereign, much 
lefs fie, that holdeth of the Empire. Sover eigne eft celui^ 
qui nerecognoit point defuperieur: A Sovereign is he, 
that acknowledgeth no Superior. But he, that is the 
Emperor's Vicar in his own Territory, acknowledgeth. 
a Superior ; the Word, Vicar, importing as much as 
Lieutenant or Deputy. 

The Earldom of Savoy was one of the four Earl- 
doms of the Empire ; and fo it continued well near 
four hundred Years from the Time of Henry the Vth 
till the Time of Sigifmund^ who, at the Council oiCon- 
fiance^ made the Earls of Savoy^ Dukes. And it is no 
longer fince than the Time of Charles^ this Man's 
Grandfather, that after he had taken his Oath to the 
Emperor, within tv/o Years after he made Suit to have 
the Form of his Allegiance altered. If the King had 
Quarrel againft anv other State or Prince oi tht licmiflj 
^ "^ ' T Re- 
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Religion, the Pope would prefently ftile the War, Ca- 
tholick, and curfe and excommunicate all Princes and 
States fubjed: to the See oiRome^ that fhould oflfer us 
Afliftance. 

The little Princes of Italy have not that Darings 
that they had in former Time ; when Philip Vifconti^ 
Fortibraccio^ Francis Sforza^ and other Lords and Com- 
monwealths, invaded the Territories of the Church, 
and inforced the Romans themfelves to thruft the Pope 
Eugenius out of Rome^ to fave their City from facking. 
Noj the great King of Spain will not now offend his 

' Holinefs ; for. the Pope, in favour of Philip II. becaufe 
he was wafted in a War againft the Lutherans^ cut oflF 
by his Authority, I know not how many Millions of 
his Debts to the Genoefe. The Pope hath given him 
in Favour all the Pardons, which are fent to the /»- 
dies^ worth to the King a Million every Year. He 
giveth to him the Collation of the Benefices and 
Bifhopricks. He fufFered him to enjoy the rich Or- 
ders of Calatrava and St. James. He gives him the 
Service of the Jefuits^ Aflaflins, to murder all Kings 
and Princes his Enemies •, witnefs William of Najfauy 
Prince of Orange^ Henry III. and IV. of France. Pro- 
portionally hath the Duke of Savoy many Benefits from 
the Pope. His Son ViSlorio hath received from him 
the Cardinal's Hat. Cardinal Aldohrandino^ Nephew 
to Clement the VIII. hath purchafed Racenfe in Pied- 
mont of the Duke, after whofe Death that rich Territory 
muft fall to the Church, if the Pope, of his Grace, 
doth not confer it upon the Duke. 

In brief, the Duke is fo tied to the See of Rcme^ 
both by Religion and Benefit, as he can be no more 
feparate from it and fubfift, than the Body of Man be 
from his Soul and live. 

V-liat thc^n remains of Profit to our Prince. by this 

•Alliance? A Sum of Money and a beautiful Lady. 
I'or Beauty was never fo cheap in any Age j and it is 

ever 
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ever better loved in the Hope, than wheh it is had. 
For the Million of Crowns offered, which makes but 
two of our Subfidies, I fpeak it confidently, when all 
thofe Dukes, Lords, and great Ladies, which will at- 
tend the Princefs in her Paflage hither, Ihall be all 
prcfented with Gifts according to their Degrees and the 
King's Honour; when the Preparations, Triumphs, 
and Feaftings are paid for ; there will nothing remain 
but a great Increafc of Charge, and perchance a great 
deal of Melancholy. 

If then, by the Duke of Savoy ^ we can neither 
ftrengthcn, or enrich ourfelves •, let us fee, who they 
are, that for the prefent we have Caufe to fear, and 
againft whom we have Need of Afliftance. There 
are but two Princes, that the King hatli Caufe to 
look after ; to wit, France^ and Sfain. As for the 
Archduke, the States, for their own Intereft, will 
attend him. 

In France^ his MajV fly hath a Party flirong enough, 
both of his own Allies and of the Religion : at leaft he is 
fure, that during the King's Minority, the Queen will 
keep all quiet, if Ihe can. 

For Sfain^ it is a Proverb of their own, That the 
Lion is not fo fierce as he is painted. His Forces 
in all Parts of the World (but the Low-Countrits) 
are far under the Fame. — And if the late Queen would 
have believed her Men of War, as Ihe did her Scribes, 
we had in her Time beaten that great Empire in Pieces, 
and made their Kings, Kings of Figs and Oranges, as 
in old Times. But her Majefty did all by Halves, 
and by petty Invafions taught the Spaniard how to 
defend himfelf , and to fee his own Weaknefs -, which, 
till our Attempts taught him, was hardly known to 
himfelf. 

Four thoufand Men would have taken from him all 
the Ports of his Indies ; I mean all his Ports, by which 
his Treafurc doth or can pafs. He is more hated ia 
that Part of the World by the Sons of the Conquered, 
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than the Englijb are by the Irijh. We were too ftrong 
for him by Sea •, and had the Hollanders to help us, 
who are now ftrongeft of all. Yea, in Eighty-eight, 
when he made his great and fearful Fleet, if the 
Queen would have hearkened to Reafon, we had 
burnt all his Ships and Preparations in his own Ports, 
as we did afterwards upon the fame Intelligence and 
Doubt in Cadiz. 

He, that knows him not, fears him ; but excepting 
his Lew-Country Army, which hath been continued and 
difciplined fince Charles the Fifth's Time, he is no 
where ftrong. They are but Fables Ipoken of him 
clfewhere •, and what can the Low-Countrfs Army do, 
if the Indies pay them not, but mutiny and fpoil his 
own Territories, as they have often done, and of late 
Years, almoft to the Ruin of the Archduke ? But per- 
chance you will fay, that being combined with France^ 
he is now more powerful than ever. It is true, if 
France and Spain were married together, as their Princes 
are ; or if thefe Marriages were not more politick than 
faithful. The French and Spanijh will never agree, that 
either of them fhall over-much endanger England^ if 
it were in their Power fo to do. 

When the Emperor Charles V. the King di England^ 
the Pope, and moft Princes of Italy had made a League 
againft Francis I. as foon as he was taken Prifoner at 
Favia^ feme of them fell prefently off, and the reft 
macie a League againft the Emperor to fave France. 

Kings are not like private Men. They for&ke not 
one another in Adverfity, though not for their Sakes 
perchance, that are opprcfTed, but for their own j 
bccaufe they fear the furmounting Greatnefs of any 
one. What they may do by the Prefervation of the 
Jefuits for Matters of Religion, 1 do not knov/ ; but 
thefe Marriages of France and Spain may vanifh away 
in Smoke, as many of them have done heretofore, 
when they have been as folemnly confirmed and 
Iworn u.^ito as tlicfe arc. f Tr— 
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However it be, the Queen of Fr^«f^ hath Reafon 
to keep all quiet during the Minority of the King 
her Son, and till fuch Time he be able to draw his 
own Sword. The Auftrians have oftentimes over- 
reached France^ and made them Children with the 
Marriages of Children ; and therefore made the Time 
more fruitful for their Affairs than the Daughters of 
France. 

The French at this Time may, for ought we know, 
pay them with the like Coin ; for it was well faid 
by Machiavel in his Florentine Hiftory, Intra gV huo- 
mini^ chi afprano a una medejfima grandezza^ Ji pub fa^ 
cilmentefar parentado^ manon amicitia: " Between Men, 
" that alpire to one and the fame Greatnefs, Alliance 
" may ealily be made, not Friendfhip. 

Now the Fourth Part of this Divifion is the Confi- 
deration of the Inconveniences in general. 

At firft, if we join in Amity with Savoy^ we lofe 
all the Proteftant Cantons, and break the Hearts of 
the People of Geneva^ which our late Queen greatly 
favoured and relieved •, which all the German Proteftant 
Princes cherifli ; which the King of France^ though of 
a contrary Religion, hath ever protefted. The Duke 
of Savoy will ever be an Enemy to their Common- 
wealth, and they to him. Interefb of Don^jnion and 
Religipn will for ever feparate them, till one be 
rylafter. 

Secondly, that, which is a Matter of the greatefl 
Iniportance, that our Stare can look after, we fhall by 
this Means increafe the Jealoufies of the Netherlands. 
They began to cool towards us, when we made Peace 
without them, which cntbrced them to make a long 
Truce. They were the laft, that put down Arms-, and 
though they compounded upon the greatcft Difad- 
vantage, France and EnglarJ having firft com- 
pounded, yet they made a far more noble Peace 
with Sfdin than we did. 

T 3 Since 
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Since that Time, they have neglefted us by De- 
grees. Let us look to it with all the Eyes we have •, 
for to which of the three thofe People faften them- 
felves, as either to Engla^td, France, or Spainy he, 
that hath them, will become the greateft, and give 
the Law to the reft. If any Man doubt it, he 
knows not much ; but this hath been our own Fault, 
and the dctefted Covetoufnefs of fome great Ones of 
ours. For whereas in my Time, I have known 
one of her Majefty's Ships command forty of theirs to 
ftrike Sail, they will now take us one to one, and 
not give us a Good-morrow ; they mailer us both 
in their Number, and in their Mariners ; and they 
have our own Ordnance to break 01 r own Bones withal. 
We had good Reafon to help them, but not to fet 
them up to that Heighth, as to make them able 
to tread upon our own Heads. 

Henry IV. of England gave Afliftance to the Fac- 
tion of Burgundy againft Orleans ; but as foon as he 
found, that Orleans began to fink, he drew his Sword 
on the weaker Side : but de pr^teritis non eft confix 
Hum : There is no Counfel of things paft, other than 
how to prevent the like, the like Occafions arifing. 

For the laft, the Match with Savcy divides 
us from France. The narrow S?as cannot fo much 
funder us, as that Alliance will do. It diffblves their 
Hope ; and whereas now they are faftened to Spain 
but with Cords of Cobweb, they will then perchance 
chain themfelves with Steel. 

You will then aflc me, Where the Prince fhall mar- 
ry ? Neither in Savcy nor in Florence ; for the Money 
received from either being told, you havp told the bell 
of the Talc for them. Not to objed: what I have 
heard hath been objedted againft thofe Princes, that 
they are meanly defccnded ; for the Medici were an- 
cient, and ancient in Virtue and Fame. It is true, that 
Jgng agone they were Merchants j a^^d fo was King 

Sokmn 
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Solcmon too. The Kings in old Times had their Herdf- 
mcn, their Shepherds, and their Plowmen ; they traded 
with Nature and with the Earth ; a Trade, by which 
all that breathe upon the Earth live. All the No- 
bility and Gentry in Europe trade their Grafs and 
Corn, and Cattle, their Vines and their Fruits : They 
trade them to their Tenants at home, and other Mer- 
chants adventure them abroad. . 

The King of Spain is now the greatcft Merchant : 
the King of Portugal was. The Kings of trance 
are twice come out of the Florenting^ and therefore 
their fuppofed Ignobility cannot difvalue them ; but, 
as I have faid already, they can give us but Money, 
and the Sum is but the fame, which die Sa^oy- 
an. hath offered. If you aflc me, if I like of any 
German Lady ? I fay, that I like it well enough in re- 
fpe6t of the Nation, who are ^ft, and free from 
Treachery ; but the Match between the Palatine of 
the Rhine^ And the Lady Elizabeth^ will make us 
ftrong enough in Germany ; and by reafon of his Al- 
liance with the Houfe of Najfau^ better affured of 
the Netherlands^ than w^e were. But as the Merchant 
doth not hazard all his Eftate in one Veflel, no more 
do well-adyifed Princes lay all their Hopes on one 
Nation. 

Now, if, by thefe Diflikes of the former Alliances, 
you make Judgment, that it is my Defire, that the 
Prince Ihould not marry at all -, I fay, my Defire 
is not, that he Ihould not mairy at all, but not as 
yet ; and I am exceeding forry the Prince hath not 
the fame Defire, Fpr, feeing his Majefly is yet but 
young, and by God*s Favour like to live very many 
Years ; and that his Highnefs, if he Ihould now 
marry, may have many Children born unto him before 
he be thirty Years old ; and feeing all his Children 
fhall be Princes, and muft be provided for as Princes • 
I phink it will much perplex him to find himfelf fo 

invuon'd, 
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inviron'd, till his Majefty have fomewhat repaired his 
Eftate, and provided beautiful Gardens fit to plant 
thofe Olive Branches in. While the Prince is unmar- 
ried, all the Eyes of Chrijiendom are upon him ; for 
with what King foever he fliall be balanced, he will 
caft the Scale ; but to have him weighed with a little 
Prince, I Ihould be forry, and he himfelf will be as 
forry after. 

All the Princes in Chrrjiendom wooed Charles 
Duke of Burgundy^ while his Daughter was unmar- 
ried ; and while our Prince is free, (our Enemies not 
knov/ii-ig on what Ground to build their Pradtices) 
liis Majcfty's Safety in the mean while will be infi- 
nitely more aflured; but the Prince once dilpofcd 
of, they will prefently mufter our Forces, meafure 
our Fortunes, found us to the Bottom, and makfc 
their Approaches accordingly : they wiU then fay we 
have fecn the utmoft of the Prince of Wales. 

Seeing therefore we have nothing yet in hand 5 fee- 
ing there is nothing moves ; feeing the World is yet 
in a Slumber •, and that this long Calm will fhortly 
break out in fome terrible Tempeft ; I would advife 
the Prince to keep his own Ground for a wliile, and 
no way to engage or entangle himfelf. While he is 
yet tree, all have Hope ; but a great deal of Malice 
will follow us after he is had, from thofe, that have 
been refufed. We fhall fay, Manehit (tho' it mar the 
Verfe) altd mente repojlum 

Judicium Paridi5fpret^eqy injuria forma. 
He, that hath been fought by many, and hath refufed 
many, ihall be hated by many. 

I (hould therefore wifh, that the Prince were 
faftened to fuch a Party, when he is faftened, as could 
beft fuftain it. And feeing there is none but a 
Catholick Lady for us, let us have a King on our 
Side to boot. If you objeft the Daughter of France is 
too young j I hope tlie Prince doth not find himfelf 
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